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INTRODUCTION. 

AS few lives have exhibited a more pure 
example of piety and virtue, than that 
\(rhich is fet forth in the enfuing pages, it has 
been thought right to bring it forward to ge- 
neral notice; under a hope, that an account 
of this humble, felf-denying, and dedicated 
fervant, will prove the means of inftruding 
others ; and of ftrengthening their faith in the 
efficacy of that Divine Principle, " which 
wrought all her works in her,^ 

It will.be proper to inform the reader, that 
the materials from which this work is com* 
pofed, confift of journals written by herfelf 
of her travels through Scotland, Ireland, and 
fome of the weftern counties in England^ and 
of a confiderable number of letters to fome of 
her intimate friends. From thefe laft have 
been extradled fuch parts, as were defcriptive 
of her other labours and travels, or likely to 
be of public ufe. A connexion of the differ-- 
ent events and circumftances, has been made 
throughout, by ftiort narratives or explanati* 
ons; but great care has been taken to pre- 
ferve, as much as could be, her own words 
and arrangements. 

Thofe extrafts of letters which do not ap- 
pear to have a peculiar connexion with the 
A 2 
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narrative, and which could not have been re- 
gularly introduced there, have been collefled 
together, and are, nearly in the order of time, 
inferted in the Appendix. The importance of 
their fubjefts, and their inftruftive tendency, 
it is apprehended, will render them an accept- 
able addition to the other part of the work. 
Although, from the time of her engagement 
in the miniftry^ (he was greatly dedicated, and 
much employed in various rcl%ious fervices 
during the remainder of her days; yet, for 
want of materials left by herfelf, an account d 
many of thefc is omitted in the following 
work ; which it feemed proper to confine, al«- 
moft throughout, to fuch part of her life and 
labours as could be colleded from her own 
writings. It may not be improper tq obfervc 
alfo, that this mode of compofing a narrative, 
by extrafts from letters, will fometimes be, 
unavoidably attended with a want of clofe 
connexion, and with a degree of repetition: 
but as this was the only way by which a ma- 
terial part of her labours could be brought 
into view, it is hoped that thefe circumftances 
will not be deemed of much ccmfequencej and 
that the deeply inftrudive nature of her lite- 
rary correfpondence, will fufficiently warrant 
its publication. 
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SARAH GRUBB, daughter of William and 
Elizabeth Tuke, was born at York in Great 
Britain, 20th of 6th month, in the year 1756. 

In her tender years, ^fhe was deprived of her mo- 
ther, who was removed from her by death, before 
ihe was five years old : but her father marry uig 
, B 
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are mzttji on the other hand, who can fay, they 
witnefs the returning from their gatherings with 
friends, as arifing from the wafhing pool." 

1774. ** We certainly reap the grcateft ad- 
vantages from a friend, when the mind and natural 
flow of fpirits are moft depreffcd. It is at thefe 
feafons we hear the intelligible language of fympa- 
thy, in its plealing notes, and look upon friendfhip 
in its exalted ilation. A view of thefe enjoyments 
excited me to tafte their fruits, (which are the dif- 
clofure of our minds) by opening the fountain of 
forrows, and unlocking the fpring of painful feel- 
ings. That they may overflow the banks of my 
pleafures, and bring down the tall cedars of Leba- 
non, laying wafte the hills and the mountains, and 
cflablifhing in the room, that Rock whereon the church 
muft be built, is the fwaying inclination of my hearts 
But how apt are we to turn our feet from the path 
which is narrow ; being unwilling to make ftraight 
^eps, a thing moft repugnant to our unregenerate 
wills ! We therefore cull out every difcouragement^ 
and ftumble at the fmalleft ftone j each profpeS ap- 
pearing in its gloomieft colours, or rather, our eyes 
being dimmed by the glitter of worldly objefts, and 
inexperienced in the joys accruing from faithfulnefs, 
we fee them not." 

^775* " Though trials and conflifbs arc.. 

allotted to the faithful followers, yet they rife, as 
With ftones of memorial, from the bottom of Jordan j 
when alas ! I, and fuch like, inftead of being bene- 
fitted by thefe baptifms, find them unpleafing and 
contrary to our natural propenfities, and fo fhun 
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them, for a more eafy way to peace; but cannot 
fuch be met with in a ftrai^t place, where neither 
the devices of the creature, nor the t)leafures of the 
world, can refcue them from the pains of a wound- 
ed confcience ? When I look at thefe things, and 
confider how intricate the path to our real happinefs 
is, it makes me frequently fay in my heart, " blef- 
ftd are the dead that have died in the Lord." 

'775' '* My niiud was often with you yef- 

terday, though I could not thereby partake of the 
valuable company of our dear friends ; but I hope 
many that are more worthy did: for certainly the 
fociety of thofe labourers in the great vineyard, 
muft be pleafing and inftruftive ; yet, at times, we 
feel a mortification in their abfence, which, if fuffer- 
cd to have its proper effeft, might be a means of 
exciting us to feek after an inward communion with 
the fource of all good, the fpirit of truth, which is 
pure and unmixed with human propenfities. But 
I am afraid that I am fpeaking more from hearing 
the experiences of others, than from my own ;. for 
I know the language of this internal monitor is not 
intelligible, without the mind be prepared by the 
iubjeftion of its will, and all its powers yield to the 
Supreme : and this ftate I am fo often deprived of, 
by the predominance of felf, that it feems hard 
to fay, whether I ever rightly enjoy this divine 
privilege." 

^777- ** When we are favoured to feel an 

internal communion, an intercourfe incomprehenii- 
blc, 'tis indeed attended with rejoicing of heart. A 

B4 
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ftate which I can impute to no good caufe^ frequent- 
ly accompanies me, iq which it would be hard for 
me to fay, I love my friends; but perhaps it is a 
conftitutional ftupidity, which nothing but the imme- 
diate operations of truth can diveft of; and it is only 
during the overfhadowings thereof, that the ufeful 
faculties of my mind are applied to good purpofcs ; 
for the fpring of thy S. T.'s machinery are indeed 
weak, and daily require a fupernatural aid ; but 
when wifdom utters her voice, when the gentle 
movings of uncreated purity have gained our ear, 
what obduracy does it require to refift its energetic 
language, and lightly efteem the offers of perma- 
nent peace ! My heart glows with an eameft folici- 
tude, that we, my dear friend, may never faint in 
our purfuit after celeftial treafure, but refignedly 
furrender our whole affections to the gracious difpo- 
fer, and preferver of his pe(S||)le ; then, I doubt not, 
our union will increafe, in the inereafe of purity, and 
our joy and rejoicing in the fruition of reward, will be 
of that nature with which the ftranger doth not 
intermeddle." 



In the twenty third year of her age, flie appeared 
in the miniftry. For this awful fervice fhe had 
been prepared, by the great head of the church, 
' with deep and humbling baptifms of fpirit. But as 
flie continued patient and faithful, under this prov- 
ing difpenfation, fhe experienced divine fupport, was 
gracioufly brought through all, and enabled to ftand 
acceptably for the caufe of truth and righteoufnefs on 
earth. 
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The clofe trials and humiliations of her fpirit 
about this time, are, in fome degree tefiified, by the 
following feleftions from her letters, to fome of her 
near, fympathizing friends. And though thefe ex- 
trafts are of confiderable extent, it is hoped their 
inftruftive tendency will warrant the ihfertion of 
them thus at large. 

1778. ^" I don't know but a little love for 

my friends, and fenfibility of their favours, are the 
only virtues I poffefs, and, confequently, all that I 
can derive any good from : for to my dear friend, to 
whom my heart hath ever been open, I may con- 
fefs, that whatever has heretofore felt like life, or 
been a participation' of eternal fubftance, (though 
always fmall, and no doubt the food convenient for 
me) is now entirely extingjjifhed ; and the law, 
the teftimony, and the effuiions of fome little fecret 
devotion, are all as fprings fhut up, and fountains 
fealed. Thou art experienced, and tried with many 
deep baptifms, with wants and witli aboundings ; 
but perhaps fuch a ftate of infenfibility to, and defer- 
tion of, all that feems good and valuable, was never 
feen meet for thee ; thy refignednefs rather bringing 
thee its rewards, thofe of true obedience, which 
have built up and compafted as a Jerufalem, the 
foundations whereof are fure. But if thou knew 
the different fituation of my poor tofled mind, it 
would, I believe, excite a degree of thy fympathy, 
and fear that the Tempter will wholly overcome : for 
now, in this time of deep poverty, the world has 
indeed occupied much toom, and what may be 
Bs 
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called the enjoyments of it, are as clay fettering that 
part appointed for immortality." « I often won- 
der when better times will come 5 when, in truth, 
we can adopt the language of the juft to their anci- 
ent fource : ** fpring up, O well, fing ye unto it !'* 
But how can my humiliation be deep enough, when 
I confefs, that this fountain appears to be to me, 
neither ancient nor new ?'* 

1778. " There is, I believe, an holy inter- 

courfe and communion experienced by thofe whofe 
language is fimilar and pure, whofe feet are eftablifh- 
cd upon the immovable Rock, and whofe teacher 
and ftrength is the fovereign Lord. This is, 1 
doubt not, one of their rewards ; but its fandtity, its 
refined and exalted nature, feems to exclude me 
from the participation thereof; for I may confefs, 
the painful experience of my mind is often under 
fuch a ftate of defertion from infinite goodnefs, that 
I fcarce dare look towards his holy temple, or ad- 
drefs him, but in fighs unutterable." 

1778. " Let us travel, unitedly travel for- 

'ward in the path of humble obedience, which tho* 
tribulated, and thofe that walk in it have often to 
experience a fhare of this legacy, •* In the world ye 
fhall have trouble," yet the annexed peace, the 
bread that is handed in fecret, and the joy with 
which a ftranger doth hot intermeddle, are furely 
fufiicient rewards in this life, and an earneft of that 
which is to come, that glorious referve of immortal 
blifs. I feel a greater folicitude than words can 
defcribe, that we may, unitedly, be entitled to it, 
and partake thereof, and that we may feel this cer- 
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tain mark, that we love one another, even with that 
love .which will fubfift beyond the grave. But I 
wonder how arofe thefe fenfations, for I daily con- 
clude myfelf deftitute of any that are good ; and in 
the abfence of him whom I wifh to be to me the 
chief of ten thoufand, I implore the path of obfcu- 
rity, and, with the mournful prophet, exclaim in my 
lonefome habitation, the fecret of my heart, « Oh 
that I had in the wildernefs a lodging place ! but 
alas ! this will not do, this is not the will of him 
who defires, not to take us out of the world, but to 
preferve us from the evil that is therein. It is the 
path of fuffering, it is the crofs and the fhame that 
we recoil at ; and for want of true dedication of 
heart, many deep and hidden forrows are ours.'^ 

1779. « To inform thee, my dear friend, 

of the fecret path I have trod of late, is a thing 
which I know thy good fenfe, and experience in 
the myfteries of godlinefs, will prevent thy requir- 
ing. In the facred union, we fee the neceffity of 
the leaven being hid, which cements together and 
brings our nature into a onenefs, till the whole lump 
is fanclified. Under this apprehenfion, I have of 
late been led to endure many new and fevere con- 
flifts, without daring to feek confolation, fave from 
that fountain, which iflues in the right time, an 
inexhauftible ftream •, but to which I am ready to 
conclude, I am not entitled to approach." 

1 779. ^"I lately thought the bleffing that was 

craved for us, was abundantly flied, and our walk- 
ing feemed, a little, as if it was by the pillar and the 
clond j but now, the fun and the moon, even thofe 
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heavenly bodies which are univerfally diffufed, have, 
from our eye, withdrawn their light. For my part, 
I have feveral times concluded, the work is done y 
and if it be fufficiently, I am glad; but when it 
feels like the dehgnfTion of meat and drink, there 
wants, not only patience, but refignation; an at- 
tainment which appears to me to be a degree harder 
than the other. Oh may we walk in the way caft 
up for us, and may we, now our Mofes is with- 
drawn, be preferved from making a likcnefs !" 

" A fouth land" will, I hope, yield thee " fprings 
of water :" they require hard dfgging for here ; but 
the fountain is found to be fo deep when come 
at, that we need not be afraid of the labour. 
But I have nothing to boaft of, for the refrefhing 
influence of the waters of this fountain, has, I doubt 
not, been wifely withheld from me ; and to have a 
channel ready for their return, is, what I endeavour, 
though feebly, to preferve." 

1779. -« My mind has been, for fome time, 

incapable of deriving any fatisfaftion, from either the 
intercourfe with, or confolation of a friend. And not 
having any defire to feek comfort, or have any, but 
from the fountain of it, filence was not only moft 
confiftent with my judgment, but moft eafy ^o my- 
felf, if I found any thing that could bear that cha- 
radler. Floods of diftrefs have indeed nearly over- 
whejimed me, and I know not where to turn, or 
wh^re to look j I abhorred myfelf, and beheld not 
the power that could purify. «^ When I looked for 
good, then evil came •, and for light, behold there 
was darknefs." 
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1779. " ^ went to meeting yefterday morn- 
ing, with, I thought, fome degree of devotednefs, 
and for fome time fat in darknefs ; but after a deep 
labour of mind, there felt fomething to gather about 
me; and with it came my deep rooted diflike to 
the work ; which fo ftrove with the other, that for 
a time, enduring a llate of agony, the meeting broke 
up. On going in the afternoon, I concluded myfelf 
given up, and little expefted to feel any thing again 
at that time : but after fitting a while, the matter 
again returned, and would, I believe, have terminat- 
ed the fame way, had not a friend ftood up with the 
pafTage, **He that ki^w his Lord's will and prepared 
not himfelf, neither did according to his will, fhall 
be beaten with many ftripes." This did indeed 
come home, and fo operated with what was already 
kindled, that, after fuch a conflift as I have catufe 
ever to remember, I ventured upon my knees, and, 
in a manner I believe fcarcely intelligible, poured out 
a few petitions. Now I feel in fuch a ftate of hu- 
miliation and fear, as I never before experienced; 
and my flxength, both natural and fpiritual, fo 
low, that the floods are ready to come upon me 
again.'* 

1780. *^ I often keep filence, and find my- 
felf a fubjeft copious enough for meditation, which is 
not always of the pleafing kind ; but I endeavour to 
pafs along as quietly as I can; it being feldom 
my lot to^xperience- much fympathy .or fellow- 
ihip with my friends, and, confequently, I cannot 
expeft to derive much from theirs. And yet for all 
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this, I do not mean to complain, but am abundantly 
convinced, that I lived upon this pleafant fruit, this 
fenlible union, long enough ; and to know the want 
of it, is, I doubt not, fometimes as neceffary as its free 
circulation, which may perhaps return in its feafon, 
when it may prove like the dew of Hermon/* 

lygo. " I cannot but fear thy apprehen- 

fions of my alliance to a ftate of properly attained 
peace, arife more from thy good wiflies to me, as an 
individual, and from that univerfal love, which is 
impreft with a fenfe of the benevolent extendings of 
divine regard, that defires all may partake as at the 
river of life freely, than from a juft fenfe of the 
real fltuation of my mind j which has not yet caft 
its fackcloth covering, nor received a garment of 
praife. And as this change cannot be efFefted, but 
by the miraculous power of the divine arm, I wifh 
only to feek for it from this fource of ftrength ; and 
if it be my lot to go foftly all the days of my 
Kfe, in the bitternefs of my foul, I wifli to fub- 
mit to this allotment, and endure the neceffary turn- 
ings of the divine hand : but Oh ! that I had in the 
wildernefs a lodging place, that no eye might fee, 
nor ear hear, the imperfeft ftate of a heart, the 
depths of whofe diftrefs, omnipotence only can 
fathom." 

1780. "When thy letter, before this laft 

reached me, it was my full intention to have re- 
plied to it very foon ; but in this, as in the moft 
important and neceffary purfuits the human mind 
can have, the fpirit of procraftination prevailed ; 
which I generally find is the cafe, when the firft 
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ability the mind pofleffes to do good, is not accepted. 
This is a refleftion I have often painfully to make, be- 
I caufe its fubjeft never fails to impart a feeling fenfc 

! of weaknefs ; and when we confider it properly, 

that our being here is uncertain, and that the time, 
wherein we can acquire durable riches, is, though 
fufEcient for the work defigned us, fhort and fleet- 
ing, we can fcarce quench an impulfe to vigilance, or 
view ourfelves in any other light, than fojourners in 
a land of exile, where the fpirit that is pure, and the 
light which is the life of men, is opprefled and rejeft- 
ed, becaufe to the natural eye, it hath neither form 
nor comelinefs. I vcacy^ to my dear friend confefs, 
that my travel hath long been through a waftc 
bowling wildemefs, where, (though furrounded with 
innumerable blefEngs) my mind hath been led moft- 
ly to feel itlelf like a pelican, and to wifh for an 
outward fituation fimilarly obfcure, that I might for 
ever be hid from the eyes of men, of whom I often 
feel a fear that baffles defcription ; but as this allot- 
ment has not fallen out for me, there feems no way, 
but fimply to attend to that impulfe which I have 
apprehended to be divine, and at the fanie time 
am thoroughly willing to be convinced, is not. Thy 
wifh, that faith may be equal to the trials of my 
day, was peculiarly applicable ; for could I give thee 
an idea, how often I am ready to iink in the depths 
of diflrefs, when the weeds are indeed wrapped 
about my head, and all fupports are either refufed or , 
withdrawn, thou would readily conclude me fhort 
of faith, and patience too. But no. language is able 
to fct forth that fituation of mind, y/hen the wifdom 
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which is from above, and that which is from be- 
neath are ftruggling for viftory. It is truly a fiery 
trial, but one which I fear will never in me confume 
all the reprobate filver. I have ftumbled on a fubjeft, 
which I had no thoughts of even hinting at, when I 
began \ but in confidence and freedom I have often 
been led to open my mind to thee, and I truft That, 
wherein we were heretofore united, will not fail to 
firengthen our j>ond, and open to us a channel of 
converfe, more hidden and pure than we have yet 
altogether eiperienced •, and a fellowfliip which is 
only underftood, when the myfteries of the true 
church are opened. Tell me, my beloved friend ! 
art thou pafiing through this wildernefs, and often 
ready to faint for want of water ? If fo, allow me 
to fay, prolong not thy journey there, through a 
fearfulnefs of taking thy pofleflions in the promifed 
land, nor of the inhabitants which are to be fubdued 
before it can be enjoyed ; for I truft no tranfient, 
fading joy, can yield thy mind that peace it defires : 
wherefore let not thy hands hang down, but 
rather put on ftrength, in the name of him who is 
able to help, and in whom is the fulnefs of power, 
and be ftrong and work ; for f believe it is a day, in 
which this command is gone forth to thofe whofe 
hands are not polluted, and whofe language is not 
that of confufion. Deep are the baptifms of fuch, 
or how could they be fitted to ftand in that day of 
trial which is, with a gradual and fteady pace ap- 
proaching, if not rooted and eftablifhed upon that 
Rock, againft which the gates of hell can never pre- 
vail. And though thefe, for the prefent, have to 
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drink of that cup of adverfity, whereof our holy pat- 
tern firft tafted, and have to be baptized with the 
baptifm he was baptized with, yet, in the immediate 
revival of his promifes, from that comforter which 
he has fent, there remains to be confolation." 

In the 4th month 1780, with the approbation of 
the monthly meeting, and in company with her 
mother, fhe was engaged in a religious vifit to 
friends in the counties of Weftmoreland and Cum- 
berland. 

The following extrafts contain the material parts 
of what are coUefted, from her own account of her 
concern in this vifit. 

*^ The meeting at Bowes was trying, though 

I believe fatisfadlory to my mother. For my part, I 
had deep heart-felt mortification, (which I have 
been very little free from fince) and went very much 
fatigued to bed, it being ten at night when the meet- 
ing broke up, and we had a hard day's work in tra- 
velling. Next morning, we fat a little with a fchool- 
. mafter and his wife, to whom there was much open- 
nefs to communicate clofe counfel, as well as encou- 
ragement. Next day we went to Penrith, where we 
ftaid over firft day, and had two fufiering meetings } 
in both which I felt a greater unwillingnefs to fub- 
mit to a neceflary wading of fpirit, than I can de- 
fcribe 5 for really, the fpring of life requires fuch 
digging for, in places where the fub^lance of religion / 

is departed from, and only the image retained, that, 
in this exercife, I frequently felt ready to faint, and 
always engage with it in great dread 5 becauft it 
oppofes that natural part, which would keep the 
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houfe in peace, and be free from all thefe troubles. 
However, I felt more eafe of mind in the evening 
than I could have expected, having drank tea at 
the houfe of a widow friend, and had an open, 
favoured opportunity amongft her daughters, feve- 
ral of whom appear to be under a frefli vifitation. 

We were at the monthly meeting at and 

a moft painful, trying time it was : but after much 
labour, and deep fuffering, the right thing got up- 
permoft, and though the other was not flain, it was a 
favour that it did not altogether rule. Oh the un- 
tempered mortar there is in that place, and the un- 
foundnefs almoft from the crown of the head, to 
the fole of the foot ! I ventured to ftammer out 
what appeared, though in a manner fcarcely intelli- 
gible, and in great fear, having j^frevioufly had fpeci- 
mens of offerings, which carried not the evidence of 
having been prepared at the altar, and which in- 
deed often create the query, <« who fhall ftand ?" 

«« Longtown * was, as I expefted, a place 

of fome fuffering to me ; but I cpuld not have ex- 
pefted to have felt myfelf fuch a fpeckled bird as I 
did, though I kept myfelf much to myfelf: but it 
was impoffible to keep as retired as was deiirable, 
nor were my motives for it juftifiable, being only to 
ihun the appearance of a fool, amongft a fet of wife 
and fine folks, whom we had at our inn. Indeed^ 
a ftate of deep heartfelt mortification has been my 
lot, moftly, fince I faw you 5 but as the caufe, with- 
out doubt, originates in the impurity of my own 
mind, I ought to be thankful for difpenfations fo nc- 

* The northern yearly meeting was then held there. 
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teffary, though hard to bear; for furcly there 
never was any, to whom the fimplicity of truth 
was fo irkfome, and who caufed themfelves fuch 
deep and hidden conflifts as myfelf. When one is 
got over, and another approaches, that difpofition, 
which loves not forrow, but would walk eafily 
through life, is ready, in the remembrance of what 
it has fuffered, to fay, like the king appointed for 
deftru£lion, I thought the bitternefs of death was 
paft ; but Oh ! how many ftrokes do I need to 
accomplifli thb death ! It has been hard for me 
to have my mind bent under any degree of that 
weight and fuffering, which are generally neceflary 
to feel, before the fpring is found to be opened, or 
any circulation of divine life experienced : becaufe 
flefh and blood cannot aid in this labour, and, its 
ftrength being fet at nought, it wars with the fpi- 
fit J in the feeling whereof, I am often ready to 
faint. Oh ! that my feet may ftand faft in the 
bottom of Jordan j that I may neither flinch from 
a necefllary wading of fpirit, nor be overpowered 
with the floods of the mighty deep ; and, above all, 
that I may be preferved from uttering words with- 
out life, for truly, "I am a child !" 

<« When I wrote you laft, my mind was 

indeed in a fad fpot ; the billows feemed to go over 
my head, and life felt almofl: to be a burden j for I 
could not at that time^ look at our going to White- 
havep without the view of vifiting the families, and 
that work appeared fo ungrateful to me, that I could 
not bear the thoughts of having any thing to do 
in it. However, I endeavoured to forget it, and to 
confider that if the thing was right, it would be got 
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through, and that fomebddy, better able and better 
Ikillcd than myfelf, would have the burden to bear, 
and the work to do ; and that if I got mortified 
with having fomething to do, now and then, the 
vifit might be of as much benefit to me as to the 
whole meeting befides. Thus I endeavoured to reft 
it, when my mind would fubmit to think coolly on 
the fubjeft ; and indeed I had almoft loft the painful 
impreflion when we got to Whitehaven, till we 
both felt it in the forenoon meeting on ift day, 
with this conclufion, that to yield was the only way 
to leave the place in peace. My mother having 
previous to her view of this vifit, concluded to have 
a meeting at Maryport on 3d day, found herfelf 
moft eafy to purfue that plan, and accordingly we 
went on 2d day afternoon. We found that the 
right time was fixed on for Maryport, and a favour- 
ed meeting it was, there being much opennefs to 
labour, indeed far more than in fome places where a 
greater appearance is retained ; but where, it is for- 
rowfully to be felt, the mighty are fallen, and tribes 
are lacking amongft them. There are many fuch 
places in this county, as well as in ours ; and under 
a fenfe thereof, we have known a going bowed 
down all the day long. After this meeting, we 
returned to, and proceeded in, the work at White- 
haven, The labours in this vifit were of the mor- 
tifying kind, and required a continual exercife of 
both faith and patience : becaufe we had generally 
to fit where the people fat, which was often in 
difmal places ; but being, I truft, in the right line, 
it will be made more profitable than could then be 
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fecn. It got finiflied on 6th day, and in the even- 
ing there was a meeting appointed to begin at 
f 5- o'clock 5 which was, like all the vifit before, a 
I fuffering meeting -, but I hope the rightly concerned 
in that place, will reap the benefit of it, for it was, 
I though painful, a remarkable time. It is with a 
I degree of thankfulnefs I may acknowledge, that I 
felt in^ this vifit, a greater refignation to what I ap- 
prehended was the divine will, than I ever experi- 
enced before ; and I can, now it is over, cheerfully 
fubmit to the belief, that I was of no ufe, (if even 
j prefer ved from doing harm) but that the thing was 
made ufeful to me, in fubjefting my own' mind, and 
teaching me, by a little more experience, the true way 
to wifdom, which is firft becoming a fool. This ftate 
of preparation I expeft to be in, all my life long ; 
but I wifh, (with a fear) that it may be fo abode in, 
as to obtain the prize at laft. Well, this trial is 
j over, with being refufed, reviled, and fought with as 
' by beafts at Ephefus ; yet thefe are fmall troubles in- 
I deed, when compared with the enemies of our own 
houfes, that hoft of oppofition which is often hard to 
t prefs through. This woe is paft, and I pray in my 
heart that another of the fame kind may not foon 
come ; for though I was favoured to feel it made 
much eafier to me than I could have expefted, yet 
the work of vifiting families has always, fince I was led 
ferioufly to confider it, appeared to be fo awful, and 
to require the royal fignct to be fo evidently aifixed, 
that the fear is great, of either moving without it, 
or being concerned in fo momentous a work, when 
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there is not ftrength enough to fupport^ and wifdom' 
to teach." 

On their way home, they felt a concern to vifit 
the families of friends at Kendal ; near the conclu- 
fion of which, fhe fays, " The fpirits and body 
feem both ready^to fail under the prefent exercife ; 
but we have no reafon to repent engaging with it ; 
for, thus far, we have experienced ftrength fufficient 
for the day." Soon after her return from this jour- 
ney, flie writes concerning it as follows : " After 
many clofe exercifes and deep trials, mine chiefly of 
my own making, we are now enjoying a good degree 
of peaceful ferenity, and though (I think) fuflici- 
ently ftripped, yet we feem pretty clear of any pain- 
ful reflections on the paft allotment. 

Towards the latter end of the year 1780, fhe 
came under a religious concern to join her friend 
and relative T. Hoyland, in a vifit to the meetings 
of Chefliire, and a part of thofe in Lancafhire. And 
having the concurrence of the monthly meeting, 
and a certificate thereof, fhe fet forward to engage 
in this fervice, in the 12th month. The enfuing 
parts of her letters on the fubje^l, aSbrd fome ac- 
count of this journey, and fhew the fituation of her 
mind, under the profpeft of the work before her^ 
and in the profecution and completion thereof. 

" Chefliire has long attradked piy mind, 

and of late more than ufual ; and on my coufin 
T. H. laying a fimilar concern before me, thofe feel- 
ings revived with fome. weight ; and not without 
a great fear left, (though the impulfe might be 
right) the time and companion might not be in the 
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feme appointment : and hence appeared the nece£- 
fity of having it hewed and fquared. 

« It is only -in a little faith that I look 

towards the journey in prpfpeft, and at the reftitude 
of it ; and though I fear it is not equal to a grain of 
muftard feed, yet I think I am thankful for this 
little : and fince it has been received, and the affair 
mentioned, a degree of peacefiilnefs and quietude 
hath attended my mind, which is all the light I find 
upon it ; and which requires fometimes, all my vi- 
gilance to retain, left the floods from the mouth of 
the dragon fhould overwhelm, and caft away that 
little ftrength that is at prefent afforded; and in- 
ftead of adding thereto by devotednefs, to be any 
thing or nothing, leave me tofled upon the unftable 
element, where neither rock nor fhore can fometimes 
be perceived." 

<^ It was not indeed the leaft of my con- 
cern, or rather diflike, to fubmit to the thoughts of 
going to fome places in Lancafhire, which I had in 
view; for, indeed, that feemed not much lefs than 
giving up my life : and this proceeded from confi- 
derations which I think thou canft hardly fliare, 
having furmounted many of the difficulties and mor- 
tificritions which appear very formidable to me. Bi^t 
when we have fuffered for difobedience, and are fa- 
voured wiUi a view of the rewards of the faithful^ 
and are HKwife convinced of the importance o&our 
duties, though ever fo fmall in appearance ; when our 
nothingnefs is fufficiently felt, and our minds jm- 
preffed with the awfulnefs of the divine requirings; life 
itfelf looks but a fmall facriiice, agji fo reafonabl^, that 
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there is no excufe for withholding it, efpecially that 
inward exiftence which does not co-work with the 
life of true religion". 

c« From Ackworth, I had a companion 

who imparted fome good and wholefome counfel to 
me, and more encouragement, than I could have 
looked for; but my fecret fitting was in the duft, 
and much gloom feemed to cover my little views. I 
refledted on the preceding evening, and found its 
enjoyment was then like manna two days old, having 
lofl both favour and nourifhment ; and inftead of a 
rene\^al of the fame, a faft was difpenfed, the caufe 
of which I muft leave; but it is a painful one, 
and if I had felt myfelf before I left home, as I have 
done fince, it is much if the venture had been made. 
Could I believe that this is any thing like going 
forth withput either fcrip or purfe, I fhould perhaps 
be more reconciled. I am thankful that, in every ftatc 
I have fome degree of the comfortable impreflion, 
that unity is good ; and though mine is hot of the 
moft cxpanfive kind, yet in a renewed feeling of my 
little, I cannot but wilh, that we may be fo willing 
to fuffer together, and frequently to go down to 
the potter's houfe, to be there fafhioned and formed 
either for veffds of honour or difhonour, (as may 
beft pleafe him who hath power over the clay) 
that we may alfo experience an humble afcent to the 
houfe of true .prayer, and a rejoicing together. My 
heart is too' full for words to relieve, but being con- 
vinced that there is a better and more refined inter- 
courfe than this, a communion which, proportioned 
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to our obedience, lis pure and edifying, I wiih in that 
to remember, and be remembered." 

«« We went to Lowlayton on 6th day, an 1 

found there but one family of friends, who came in . 
by convincement. It was a comfortable place \ for 
their fimplicity and integrity rendered their cottage 
an agreeable maniion, in which there was nothing 
painful to be felt. The meeting there next day, was 
much larger than we looked for, many people in the 
neighbourhood coming in, whofe folid, innocent 
countenances, were, I thought, as likely to do us 
good, as we to do them any. It was a fatisfaftory 
meeting, and afforded fome encouragement to pro- 
ceed. We went to Stockport on 7th day afternoon 1 
the meeting on firfl day was a painful, trying one, 
and yet fbrength was not withheld. From Maccles- 
field we came to Leek, and have jufl finifhed (ex- 
cept one family) a vifit to the families here. We 
have had eight fittings to day, befides the weckr 
day meeting, which has been tlofe work. We are 
however ^nd have caufc to be) thankful, that 
Itength equal to the undertaking has been afforded; 
and though we have been deeply tried, yet, upon 
the whole, I believe we may acknowledge, that we 
have lacked nothing, and have been much united to 
a few in this place. This work of vifit in g fami- 
lies, is the laft I (hould choofe for myfelf, if I miglit 
be my own choofer j but as it is wrong to defire that 
indulgence^ I fisc I may as well give ihyfelf up to 
what appears in the line of duty. — It is with thank- 
fulnefs of heart, that I acknowledge myfelf in a tclc- 
C 
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rable degree of health, through many different diC- 
* penfations which have fallen to my lot fince I faw 
you; for there have been experienced a wanting, 
and a fufficient abounding ; but I wifh I could add, 
that in every ftate I have learned to be content. 
Great indeed hath been the condefcenfion of him 
who is pleafed to make ufe of poor, weak inftru-. 
ments, and by things which not only appear low and 
contemptible, but are fo in reality, to bring to 
nought, and reduce things that are mountains in 
profpeft ; proving to us a prefent help in every 
needful time, and, by his invifible power, ftrength- 
cning us when we are ready to faint in our minds. 
And ftill greater, I may acknowledge, hath appeared 
his wifdom in deeply trying us, or however myfelf, 
with the moft abjeft poverty and ftrippednefs of 
mind j indeed fo much fo, that I think I never be- 
fore experienced fucfi humility, in a fenfe of myfelf, 
and, under the convincing proof, that of ourfelves 
wc can do nothing. This is a fituation wherein we 
fee whence all good comes, and the neceflity of caft- 
ing ourfelves fo wholly upon the divine arm, as to 
have no confidence in the flefh. No difpenfat ion, how- 
ever defirable the enjoyment of good may be, feems 
fo much to drive us to the root of life, if we endea- 
vour fufficlently to profit by it ; and confequently, 
none that we ought to be fo thankful for, when our 
hearts are capable of feeling true gratitude ; for he 
who knows the weaknefs of our frames, and is 
touched with a feeling of our infirmities, fees what 
w,e can bear, and knows how frail we are. Thus have 
Ij in this little journey, been wifely taught, through 
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many trials, to live by faith 5 and thus far, in re- 
flefting'on the paft, to own I hayc lacked nothing. 
But we are abundantly convinced, that they who 
are fent out in this day, to a people who have, in a 
great meafure, forfaken both law and teftimony, and 
what is ftill worfe, fee not their ftates, but are fecurc 
in themfelves, have fiot to eat much pleafant bread : . 
for I think I may fay, it hath often been our lots to 
go bowed down all the day long, and to mourn in a 
deep fenfe of the great defolation which overfpr^ads ' 
the fociety: infomuch, that we often admire that 
there fhould be any fent out to vifit them, and that 
the feet of thofe that are rightly fhod, fhould not 
more generally be turned to others : for from thefe, 
there are the greateft hopes in this county, which is 
likely, in many places, to be left defolate of friends 
who keep their places. We have, however, in a few 
of the meetings which we have laft attended, been 
agreeably difappointed, in finding more preferved or 
quickened by the life of religion, than we expected ; 
and it hath been our lot to vifit thefe, as well as a 
very contrary fwt, by families. A very trying 
work it hath been, and it is not yet done. In it I 
have often lamented, left for want of that fpirit of 
dlfceming, with which the prophet was endued, 
when he went to anoint one of the fons of Jefle, 
there fhould not be a right divifion of the word, 
and thereby much harm be done. And under this 
CQnfideration, great abafednefs hath attended my 
mind, and a defire that the fleece may be tried both 
wet and dry. We left Namptwich undone, and 
C 2 
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hoped, nay even refolvedi to retunt to it no more ; 
but now I have to confefs^ we are on our way thither* 
It is however a favour, that, through all, we are led 
to feel and fympathize one with another ^ I mean 
niy companion and felf, and that our little fervices 
have been harmonious ; and if we keep near that 
preferving arm which hath been with us, I doubt 
not but this ftrength will continue and increafe; for 
in unity, if it be of the right kind, there is certainly 

ftrength."— i " We got to Manchefter, after a 

week of many probations, which ended better than 
we could have looked for, at the beginning of it, 
when our hearts were ready to faint, and the billows 
feemed to run over our heads, in the feeling 
of what we had already fuffered, in remembering 
the affliction and diftrefs, the wormwood and the 
gall. Our minds were humbled in the profpeft of 
an opening field ; but I truft it was He who com* 
manded the waves to be ftill, that calmed thefe floods, 
and renewed a degree of faith and patience to per- 
fevere in the tribulated way. What need there is to 
keep near to the fountain of life, and to receive our 
refreflimcnt folcly from it ! becaufe from thence 
only, arife our frefli fprkigs, and immortal food ; 
which, though the bread of adverfity and the water 
of affliAion, yet coming from this fource, it is no 
lefs efficacious to the nourifhing, ftrengthening, and 
building us up, than the feniible union with divine 
purity. Our hearts are very incapable of judging,, 
concerning the virtue of the difpenfations of provi- 
dence ; we know not ourfelves, and confequently, 
cannot prefcribe for ourfelves. How pafflve then. 
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and how like little children, fbould we be to him 
that fearcheth the heart ? but I am often afraid, left, 
by indulging my own ideas of what is good, and not 
labouring after a total refignation of mind, but 
wanting to have things in my own way, I fhould 
fruftrate the divine intention, which may^ be to hum- 
ble and reduce felf, more than fleft and blood 
would point out. The great meetings we meet with, 
are almoft overmuch for us, and what made it ftill 
worfe to us at Liverpool, was a funeral in the after- 
noon, and a vaft number of people. We little 
thought when we fixed to ftay over ad day at 
Manchefter, that we fhould have one to attend 
there, which is the cafe this afternoon, and how 
it will be got over, I know not. If we may but 
be favoured to be rightly quiet, it is all we defire j 
and if -we cannot be that, it is certainly our beft 
way, as far as we are able, to take up the crofs, 
and defpife the ihame ; which fometimes feels great, 
and at others, I may thankfully acknowledge, is in 
a great meafure removed : but then, what need 
there is of care not to overrun the guide, and work 
without the power of the word ? Dangers furround 
us on every hand, and our ftanding often- feems as 
on a fea of glafs." 

«* With fatisfaftion and pleafure, I hjave 

lately looked towards home ; indeed with fo much, 
that a fear fometimes ftrikes me, left in wifdom 
fomc unforefeen afiliftion fhould be fent to mode- 
rate it. According to my prefent feelings, I am 
returning peaceful and eafy 5 and though we have 

C3 



30 TheLJFEof 

mifTed fome meetings, which I own I had a view of, 
yet it was with a full belief, that they will not be 
laid to my charge. I wifh that we may be thankful 
enough for the favours we have received divers 
ways, fince we left home ; and, what appears to me 
no fmall one, for the readinefs of my beloved 
connections, in making every thing as eafy as out«- 
ward means can poilibly do, and affording ac- 
commodations, for want of which many lie under 
very great difficulties. The canfideration of thefe 
things often affefts my mind.'* ^ 

Bradford^ i^tb of iji month 1781. 

«« I thought, when we left Manchefter^ 

that it was a ftrange thing if we did not return to 
it again; yet I had fince loft the impreffion, fur- 
ther than wondering why fuch a thought fhould 
then have ftruck me ; and even the concern about 
many meetings, which I thought we had miffed, was 
fo much gone off^ my mind, (where it had dwelt 
with fome weight) that I feemed perfcftly eafy, un- 
der the belief that th^ concern would devolve on my 
companion, but little expedled it was fo foon to be 
evinced^: for after much fecret forrow, which I per- 
ceived, but durft not pronounce my apprehenfions of 
the caufe, flie difclofed laft night her uneafinefs, 
and dciire to return to the places we paffed by, as 
well as to go to fome others in this county. On 
looking a little ferioufly at it, (indeed not a little^ 
for we had nearly a fleeplefs night) I could not fee 
that it was lefs than my duty to return with her ; not 
only from having had a view of the fame places, but 
as a companion, which, if truly one, cannot leave in 
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the da:y of trouble, I wifli myfclf better qualified 
to fympathize with her in this trials which is a very 
great one, and requires all the alleviations that are 
in my power to beftow. I believe her willingnefs is 
now fo great, that, for the purchafe of a little peace, 
flie would return to all the places, to do the things 
which appeared needful, and were not fully joined in 
with ; but when this great, facrifice of the will is 
completely made, I truft Tome ram will be caught in 
the thicket, or fodie fmaller oflFering accepted. Home 
now looks at a great diftance, and I find that it will 
contribute moft to my peace, to think as little of it 
as I well can ; and if it had been lefs in my mind of 
late, this turn in our affairs, would by me, have been 
lefs felt. We find ourfelves after the meeting to- 
day, in a very gloomy fituation of mind ; as it was a 
fuffcring time, and we thought left us with the 
fcntence of death in ourfelves ; perhaps that we 
may not truft in ourfelves, which I ardently wifli wc 
may be preferred from. We intend going to Leed^ 
to-morrow evening 5 we dread it not a little, and 
this day's work increafes the apprehenfion of very 
great fuffering 5 but it often feems beft to leave, 
or draw the mind from future trials, and endea- 
vour, as well as we can, to bear thofe of the prefent 
day, which are generally found to be fufficient." 
MancheJleTj /{th of 2d month 1781. 

•« Our minds are often bowed down, under 

a fenfe of the awfulnefs of our engagements, and 
difmayed at the fight 5 nor need I fay how clofely 
our time is filled up therewith} for after fitting 

•C4 
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with fevcn or eight families, wc arc generally ready 
for reft. I have the very great fatisfaAion now to* 
fay, that, except one family, we have finiihed in this 
place J have had four to day, beiide the two meet- 
ings, and upwards of forty fince we began, with 
putting now and then two together. We were at 
Stockport on 4th day, and had it unexpededly in 
our power, to pay off a fmall debt, which we con- 
tracted when there before. It has been wonderful • 
to us, how we have been, and are likely to be, . 
turned to places, and thrown in the way of doing 
our firft works ; which we cannot but view, as a 
mark of divine condefcenfion to our infant ftate : 
Indeed it hath been manifefted to us, far beyond 
what we could have looked for, in the courfe of 
this journey throughout; and not lefs fo fince we 
came into this place, where inftruftion hath been 
daily adminiftered from different fources ; fome of 
which have proved deeply trying to flefh and 
blood J but being, I truft, in the ordering of uner- 
ring wifdom, I wifh (perhaps more than 1 endea- 
vour) to profit patiently thereby, and value the rod . 
as well as the ftaff. It is indeed high time to num- 
ber our bleffings. They are truly many, and we 
cannot fail of feeing and feeling them; that of 
having the parental care and folicitude of feveral of 
our much honoured and valued friends, is not fmall 
in our eftimation." 

w "We have now got to Warrington, and 

are endeavouring to keep ourfelves quiet, and, as 
much as we can, labour to feel what is the divine 
will concerning usj which, with refpeft to our 
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coming here, hath been much a myftcry. The prof- 
pe£l almoft difmays us, attended with a fear, 
that we may now be in danger of compafling a 
mountain in the wiidernefs, and engage in a fervicc, 
for which our ftrength is not proportioned ; a^d fo, 
notwithftanding we have been favoured with divine 
condefcenfion to our ftates heretofore, bring upon 
ourfelves unneceffary trials, and thereby pierce 
our minds, in future, with many forrows. It is no 
fmall concern to us to find, with the prefent view of 
things, every qualification wanting for fuch a fer^ 
vice; and our minds greatly ftripped of ftrength 
and clear difcerning : and to move without a renew- 
al of thefe, we dare not. When my companion fir ft 
propofed our return, the evidence I thought was fo 
ftrong, that I cheerfully complied ; yet feelings 
very unlike thefe cnfued, even a ftate of deep dif- 
trefs and mortification, when I found we muft turn 
our backs on home, and return from whence we 
came, to do our firft works. Great was our pain, 
from, I believe, an unfubjefted wiH ; but great like- 
wife and evident, was the operation of the di\ine 
hand, in judgment upon us for the paft, and, no 
doubt, as a preparation for the future ; for it never 
appeared clearer to me, than when under this dif- 
penfation, that for every freih fervice and work in 
the church, we muft experience a renewed baptifm 
of fpirit, and purification of the gift 5 a^d that the 
moi-e we have of the drofs, or the reprobate filver, 
the more frequently muft we pafs through the refin- 
ing fire. Notwithftanding I was, fometimes, in the 

C5 
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impatience of my heart, ready to query as the chil- 
dren of Ifrael did, «* were there not grJives enough 
in Egypt, that we are brought hither to die ;'* yet 
there were times, when all that was within me, was 
proftrated under the chaftifing hand> and fought 
that it might not fpare. How preferable is it to all 
fccondary adnxiniftrations of judgment, when, with 
David, we wifh rather to fall into the Lord's hands^ 
than into the hands of man ! and furely, the more 
we feek to derive our inftrudtion and food from the 
fountain of good, the lefs we fliall be fubjeA to in- 
ftrumental means/* 

" I never felt myfelf under fuch compli- 
cated difcouragements at anytime ; and Oh! that we 
may both be enabled to, bear thefe fiery trials, with 
refignation to the divine will, and feek to profit 
by tbem, that the ftate of a weaned child may be- 
come our experience." 

<< As I make no doubt it will be accept- 
able to thee to hear from two poor pilgrims, who 
are almoft worn out with things that appear too 
mighty for them, I juft embrace a little vacant time, 
to hint how we have fared ; and may in the firft 
place fay, that the prefent engagement hath been 
the moft trying of the kind we ever experienced. 
It hath been frequently our lot^ to go dovm as to the 
bottom of the mountains, where the earth with her 
biirs, was about us ; under this preffure, our minds 
have been fccretly clad with fackcloth and deep 
mourning; when it has evidently appeared, that the 
pure life of religion is in a ftate of bondage, and tliat 
it fenfibly utters the language, "I am oppreflld under 
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you, as a cart with fheaves." To vifit this feed of 
the kiixgdom, we find to bq no light matter, efpeci- 
ally when hid under the briers and thorns, and then 
plumed with human wifdom ; who indeed is iuilicient 
for thefe things ? I often lament, and with reafon, 
that my heart is not more bound to the caufe, and 
more willing to fuffer for it ; and I fully believe, 
that until this is more experienced, there will re- 
main to be, as there have already been, many trials 
and affliftions, which originate not in the divine will ; 
for it is ftill a truth, that our greateft enemies are 
thofe of our own houfes, and that to endeavour to 
fubdue thefe, is our indifpenfable duty : but oh ! 
what ftrokes are in wifdom adminiftered to us, to 
deftroy that life which hath no cxiftence in the di- 
vine purity; and except we be faithful unto this 
death,* we can with no probability look for the crovrn 
immortal. We have frequently had to recur to the 
moving caufe of this journey, and, as an additional 
trial, found the feeling fenfe of that withdrawn from 
us; but all thefe things teach us where to place 
our prefent dependance ; and notwithftanding dif- 
penfations thus painful have been our portion, we 
have great caufe, thankfully to commemorate the blef- 
fings biF tlie divine and ix)untiful hand, which hath 
been ftrength in our weaknefs, riches in our 
poverty, and a prefent helper in the needful time ; 
and hath refrefhed our drooping fpirits, infomuch 
that, with alacrity of heart, we have purfued the 
path caft up for us, and have been favoured to fee 
the great neceflity of paffing frequently through the^ 
furnace; and" oh! faith my heart, that I may be ' 
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willing to defcend again and agaim till He whofe ia- 
vifible arm fuftaineth us there, is pleafed to fay, <* it 
is enough.'* 

— " We have now finiflied, for what we 
know, our engagement at Warrington. W« wound 
up all in this family laft evening ^ but oh what a 
day was yefterday! my companion's fituation and 
mine were very different, though both trying ; and 
the more fo, becaufe we were not alike led; but 
ftill there is a fecret truft, that we were both in our 
places. The meeting was held at Fenketh, and 
being the preparative meeting, was very large. The 
firft meeting was fo low and painful in the forepart, 
that I was glad fecretly to offer myfelf to do any thing, 
if light might but ftiine upon my dwelling. In this fitu- 
ation, I foon faw tiiat we had nothing to do in that 
fitting ; but it fcemed as if I heard a voice, " vifit 
the men and women when feparated, for they re- 
quire different food." The evidence was, I thought, 
fo ftrong, that I earneftly defired to be prcferved 
faithful, however hard it might be to the creature, 
left a worfe ftateihould befal me. When the meet- 
ings parted, I juft requefted my companion, to feel if 
it might not be beft to go into the men's meeting : 
her reply was, " fhe had feen nothing of it, but 
would go with me." This greatly increafed the bur- 
den that was upon niy mind, but remembering my 
recent view and requeft, I durft not, after all the 
favours I had received at the divine hand, in our 
late probationary vifit, refufe a compliance with this 
intimation of duty ; and finding I had a little ftrength, 
was made willing, with that, to become ftill more a 
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fpeAacle to angels and to men, than before in this 
'place. — I believe I had my companion's fympathy^ 
but fhe faid fhe had nothing to do ; which I own, fo 
difcouraged me, with the painful apprehenfion that I 
had been out of my place, kd by an unfanAified zeal, 
or, at leaft, had fo imprudently adminiftered the 
right thing, that I had already done more harm 
than good ; fo that, though there was a covering of 
good over the women's meeting, and a little ability 
to relieve my own mind at leaft, I fo loft faith, and 
gave way fo much, to thinking myfelf quite fpent 
and exhaufted, that I managed to bring my load 
away with me ; which, added to the mortifying re- 
membrance of what I had done, nearly funk me 
for a time into the deepeft diflrefs. But by endea- 
vouring to keep it to myfelf, (my greateft difcourage- 
ments however) and to recur to what I appre- 
hended, was the moving caufe of my doing and leav- 
ing undone, there enfued a little quietnefs, and a 
fmall, but comfortable evidence, that the offering of 
obedience, as far as it had been made, was accept- 
able ; and that what was omitted, was viewed with 
divine, compaffionate regard to the weaknefs, and 
not wilfulnefs, of my poor deprefled mind. And 
notwithftanding we had three fittings afterwards, 
and my body almoft as ill as I thought it could be, 
to bear up, yet there felt to me full as much 
ffa-ength and life, as I have found before in this 
place 'f and this morning I feel fo refrefhed with 
the foregoing^ and a good night's reft, that T don't 
know that I have a complaint of any fort 5 only I 
•could wifh for a little more clearnefs refpefting fome' 
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approaching days. Thus I comfortablj and thank<-^ 
fiilly experience! that thqugh forrow has come for a* 
long night in this place^ joy fprings in the morning. 
When the fun of righteoufnefs, in any degree, 
arifes, and the mind feels its refrefhing influence, 
how does it encourage to prefs forward^ and to think 
nothing too hard to fubmit to, for this excellent ap- 
pearance ! but how ready, like the difciples, are we 
to folicit that our tabernacles may be built here, and 
we not defcend into the lower parts of the earth 
again, there to be covered with its bars, and feel 
ourfelv^s as at the bottom of the mountains ; though 
it is from thence, we are led to look for a better' 
habidtation, and to Jabour that the pure life may 
arife, and we be favoured to dwdl with it, though' 
feldom in a (late of dominion, remembering for our 
inftru£lion, that Aaron the great high-prieft,- was 
permitted to enter into the holy of holies but once a 
year, for his common fervice was in the tabernacle. 
— I cannot but look upon this morning, which feels' 
pleafanter than many, to be perhaps the opening of 
another tribulatiiig day; for it does not appear a' 
time for fuch as are, in the fmalleft degree, able to' 
be baptized into the prefent ftate of the churcH, -to* 
eat much pleafant bread: bijt I wifh I was more* 
preferved from thofc infirmities of darkening coun- * 
fel, &c. in times of proving, when a gulf feems tO' 
open for prefent deftruftion. Oh what a trial, or 
trials of this fort have we had in this place ! biit I • 
wifh to forget thefe toUs, and rather fcek for greater 
w^fdom to. bear the future. It is marvellous to me, 
how things arc brought about, that we have had ' 
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views of, but no probability of being efieAed $ and 
particularly with refpedt to this montMy meetings 
which I thought I faw, before we fct off from hozne» 
and often wondered when we were leaving Lan- 
cafhire, how fuch things could be ? and fometimes, 
on that account, was ready to call all in queftion ; 
finding many fuch caufes of difcouragement, which 
now feem gradually removing." 

Liverpool^ %oth of 2d months 1781. 
— — «« The fellowftiip and tendernefs of our 
friends was never more defirable, than in thefe days 
of deep probation and inftruAion. Wonders are 
indeed yet manifefted in the deeps, where, finding 
the demonftration of the fpirit and power, even my 
ftrong heart has, to my own admiration, been made 
willing to receive the bittereft of cupi ; and all that 
is within me, has bowed and done obeiiance to him, 
before whom I have had daily and piercingly to 
abhor myfelf ; under renewed, powerful, evidences, 
that without the frequent adminiftration of the holy 
Ghoft smd fire, and repeatedly defcending to the 
wafliing pool, there, is no offering an acceptat)le 
facrifice^ and that this muff be a difpenfation for 
life, if ever ahy^ offering is found to be without 
blemifh, which I fear it never will ; but if prefcrved 
with fpiritual fight, and a necefiary jealoufy over my- 
felf, I fhall, I traft, fo fat deem myfelf blefled. — How 
arc fuch as move in this line to be pitied! their 
ftanding cannot be better defirribed, than as being 
on a fea of glafs, mingled, vith fire. But I would 
not fay any thing to dilcourage, nor would I wiib 
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to be like the evil fpies ; therefore maj add, that 
from what I have feen of the good land, attainable 
at times in this work, it is well worth our preiUng 
after, and its fruit is fo pleafant, that it amply re- 
frefhes the weary traveller. I could, yefterday morn- 
ing, fet my feal to the truth of this; but alas! 
the fceneollhii has, fince changed much. We were 
at the monthly meeting at Hartfhaw to day, for 
which we have both caufe to be thankful ; not 
becaufe the food was pleafant, but becaufe it was, 
we truft, wholefome $ and this evening we are come 
to tl^is place, to which we fet off in the bitternefs 
of our fpirits. It looks indeed often to my mind, 
as if a fingular viiitation is renewedly extended to 
our fociety ; but there is a painful fear, that the day 
will pafs over the heads of many: yet, with it, a 
hopfe fprings, that there are others who will be 
purified, triedj and made white.'* 

Torky 3 J of 3 J month, 1781. 
*< Many of our late tribulations appear to 
me, more and more, to have been in the orderings 
of divine wifdom ; and fuch as have more evidently 
arifen from our unwillingnefs to fubmit to the hum- 
bling power of the crofs, will furely be profitably 
remembered by us, and gradually work that patience 
and pure refignation of heart, which can enable us, 
in holy confidence, to rejoice, and count it all joy, 
vhen we fall into divers temptations and tribula- 
tions, for the trial and refinement of our faith in 
him, who was made perfeft through fuffering. 
Hy mind, has, in general, fince my return home, 
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felt a ftate of deep proftfation, and humble gradtude 
to that all-ruling power, which hath, I fiiUy believe^ 
helped us in our late engagements, and would more 
eminently have done it, if our minds had borne a 
greater iimilarity to the paflive clay. Great in- 
ftruAion arifes in the commemoration of thefe 
thbgs. To feel our minds centred in a quiet fub- 
miffion to the prefent allotment, now we are return- 
ed, and a willingnefs either to do or fuffer, appears 
the moft deiirable ftate for us, and is what I hope 
thou largely experienceft.'* 

In the twelfth month 1781, with the approbation 
of the monthly meeting, ihe was concerned in . a 
religious vifit, to a part of the families within the 
monthly meeting of Owftwick and Cave. Although 
her fteppings along, in this fervice, were attended 
with clofe trials, yet ihe was enabled to perform it, 
with a degree of peace and fatisfaAion ; which ap- 
pears from her own expreffions on this occafion: 
« We have got along as well as we could have look- 
ed for, coniidering the prevailing declenfion and 
weaknefs of the prefent day ; which in thefe, as 
well as in many other places, widely fpread them- 
felves. Deep fuffering, and a painful exercife of 
mind, are often our lot^ but being, I truft, in a 
good degree reiigned thereto, they are, at times 
fucceeded with a xralm, and a littl^ evidence, 
that the fervant is not wholly difunited from the 
mafter," 

3he was engaged, in the ift month 1782, in a 
'^t to fome families, which had not been vifited 
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by the friends who had lately been concerned in 
•a family-vifit' in that quarter. At the concluiion 
of this vifit, ihe remarks as follows^ << It was, I 
think, the moft trying fervice of the kind that 
I ever had any fenfe of; the general unfeeling- 
ncTs and impenetrablenefs of the vifited, rendered 
the labour almoft without hope. So greatly departed 
'are many amongft us, from the virtue of hea- 
venly dew, that it is now deemed an unnecefiary 
attainment/' 
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CHAP. n. 



Her Marriagi^^and Jmrntf inU Sc$iland, Cumbir^ 



IN the 4tli month 178X9 fhe was married to oof 
friend Robert Grubb, of Clonmel in Ireland^ 
who had for fome time refided at York $ to whom 
ihe was a fieuthful and tender €ompanion» and a 
fympathizing, ^ngthening helpmeet, in the va* 
rious probations of their fpiritual pilgrimage. On 
this fubjeft, the following inftru^ti^e letter, written 
fG«ne months afterwards, appears to be wofdiy tif 
it^ertipn." 

*« It was an awfol thing to me, to enter 

into this new inhere. I am now blefled with all, 
and more than I had any right to aik for in it. I 
wiih to number thefe bleffings, and approve mjfelf 
worthy of them. This belief ever accompanies my 
mind, that if we wreft not ourfelves out of the di* 
vine hand, whofe fatherly care and proteAion is over 
ns, our cup of life will be fo blended, as to prevent 
our fitting down in outward enjoyments. Few and 
fleeting are the days of our pilgrimage i and every 
additional experience confirms the fentiment, that 
our folid fatisfa^on depends not on our pofTefiing all 
that the unmortified part in us can defire ; for thera 
flill remains, in the immortal part, a void, which 
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immortal fubftance only, can fatisfy. To have this 
fupplied with wholefome food, and every other gra- 
tification to ftand fubordinate thereto, is the prefent 
fccret breathing of my fpirit : that fo, the bleffing 
of prefervation may attend us, and patience have 
its perfeft work, till the burning of the Lord's day 
hath done its office, and a quiet centre in everlaft- 
ing repofe, is obtained." 

About two weeks after this event, fhe entered on a 
religious vi£t to friends in Scotland, in company 
jprith her friend Mary Proud ; having prcvioufly ob- 
tauned a certificate of concurrence from the monthly 
meeting. This concern had, for many months, 
dwelt frequently on her mind, and had now ma- 
tured fo, that fhe thought it her duty to engage in it, 
at this time. Her feelings under the view of it, 
and in the profpedt of her marriage, with her r^ 
iignation to the fervice, and defires for divine pre- 
fervation and direATon;. are, in fome meafure, fet 
forth, by the following extracts from fome of her 
letters, written on thofe occafions* — « I cannot be 
on the verge of fuch important, and fome new, con- 
cemsj without feeling deep anxiety^ and many fears : 
my mind is often fo deeply opprejBTed with my pre- 
fent load, that I feel continually bowed down under 
it, and not very fit for this employ. The mind and 
body feldom fufier alone, and it is comfortable to 
believe, that they are not intended to be always, or 
long companions. I have not been very well of late, 
which is not to be wondered at, nor is it worth 
much attention.'* 
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— '• — ^" The fentiment thou drops refpe£ting 
Scotland, is fo exaAly fimilar to mj own, that it 
was like a little ftrength handed in the time of 
ttded ; and I greatly wifh, if the thing be proved to 
be right, to be enabled to make a facrifice of every 
felfiih inclination ; that my offerings and prayers, in 
this one ftep, may be pure and acceptable to Him who 
fees in fecret. But I often feelingly remember a 
faying of M. Peifley's, that flie was " torn as between 
heaven and earth ;" and it many times is matter of 
doubt, in which I fhall centre. I have as much 
nature as moft, and as great an aptnefs to cover 
myfelf with it, and live upon it ; and though to be 
thus drawn from fuch a fource, is qzuk of thank- 
fiilnefs, yet it feems like the pangs of death, and I 
fometimes query, whether my natural body will not 
fall under the operation. Was it not for, now and 
then, experiencing my ftrength a little renewed, 
and my mind clothed with the quietnefs of that 
habitation, which the arrows of the archers cannot 
penetrate, I muft fall to the oppofition of the enemy 
in myfelf; but when the arm of power is felt to be 
njear, then it is, that we rejoice in the means of our 
falvation." 

« There is ftill a fecret belief, that the 

growth and cultivation of my views refpeding a 
northern journey, were, by that hand> from which 
I have apprehended my moft important engagements 
h#ive proceeded; and though it has,y for many 
months, dweh frequently upon my mind, yet I 
cheriihed a beticf, that it was very far off; till the 
profpe£l of lettling in a new line of life drew nearer^ 
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and then, this diftant view as faft approached* It 
was afrefh revived wheti I wrote to thee laft ; but 
I wiihed to jtry it ftill a little longer, if, in the kind- 
nefs of Him, who knows my great unfitnefs for an. 
engagement fo important, my refignation to it might 
be an acceptable facrifice. Inftead of this, the 
weight increafed, and I fomid, on complying with 
fome early proceedings in another affair, that my 
peace materially depended, on having thee inform- 
ed of what I had in view ; that thereby this concern 
might keep pace with the other, and I attend to 
what may appear to be my own bufinefs, no fur- 
ther, than refignation to a fuperior fervice was expe- 
rienced. My dear friend knows the neceffity of an 
entire furrender of ourfelves, to what appears, in 
the pointings of duty, to be our proper bufinefs, and 
of keeping our eye as fteadily to that as we can ; 
that fo, by its finglenefs, we may have light fuffi- 
cient for the work of our day. And as, without 
this quiet' attention, we are often led into doubts, 
fears, and many reafonings, fo we are frequently 
found to require provings of mind, ftrippings,. and 
many baptifms, in order to fit us for the fbate, in 
which alone there is fafety 5 a truly humble, de- 
pendants ftate, reduced of ourfelves, and feeking 
that honour, which com^tfh from God only. It is 
with great •awfulnef$ I look at the work' before 
us» and under a deep fenfe,* how unable we are of 
ourfelves, at all to help forward the caiife, wiercin 
we defire to be engaged, or to bring honour to 
that name, (ekher amongjfl: us as a foci* ty, ^.^ thofe 
w|io ore ip^ot. of our fold). to which the nations -n^ay . 
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yet be feen to gather. It is deiSrable^ however, 
tkat our dwelling may. be deep^ that the wifdom, 
and inftruftiou we receive, may, (though fmall) be 
pure ; that if we venture to move, the cloud may 
fenfibly be taken off the tabernacle, and we careful 
to follow the appointed guide, for our days and 
nights, and be favoured, in this day of deep dege- 
neracy, with an evidence, that we have done what 
we could." . 

The following is an account of her journey 
through Scotland, &c. taken from a fhort journal 

written by herfelf, and found amongft her papers. 

« 
" The twentieth of the fourth month, 

1782, I left York, with my friend M. Proud, for 
the yearly meeting at Edinburgh, intending from 
thence, to vi£t the friends in Scotland, Cumberland, 
&c. We were at Thirfk on firft day, the twenty . 
firft, where we fenfibly felt the pure life of religi- 
on- to be at a low ebb, though the profeflbrs there- 
of are numerous ; and fuch as have been anointed • 
for, and employed in, the Lord's work, dwell . 
ampngfl them. But thefe being only ftandard-bear- . 
crs, whilft they continue exercifed in the Lamb's . 
war, and prove their loyalty to the King of kings, ^ 
by their careful attention to his pointings, and 
humble walking before him, have need to live under 
an awfiil fenfe of the importance of that fcrvice, to . 
which they are called : that . fo, their fpirits may be 
kept fav- .ry, their conv/erfation, likewife, feafoned ; 
with the heavenly fait, miniftering grace to thofe . 
that hear. For want of the Lord's fervants, or thofe , 
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in the foremoft ranks of the people, being thus 
preferved near that power, in which their life and 
dieir ftrength coniift, great declenfion has happen- 
ed to us, as a people ; and thofe, who have beea 
looking for the fiibftantial part of religion in them, 
have, inftead of finding its influence, received, by 
the lightnefs of the conduA of fuch, a warrant for 
their own propeniities. Under the confideration 
of thefe things, I was afiFe£ted, and feeling the 
aptnefs of my difpofition to yield to the like in- 
firmities, I was led, r6newedly, to beg for ftrength. 
Notwithftanding we had to fuffer with the feed in 
this place, and to behold the breaches which are 
made as in the walls of the royal city, yet, a renew- 
ed vifitation was extended to many, and efpecially to 
the youth ; and, our minds were a little encouraged 
to prefs forward in the work before us, under a 
frefli fenfe of divine regard. The next day, we left 
Thirik, and my hufband, who had accompanied us 
thus far, went with us a few miles further on this 
day's journey ; and after we parted, my mind felt a 
covering of divine love to replenifh it, with faith and 
patience j and, from a little fenfible experience, I 
could thankfully fay, with a difciple formerly, «* I 
have left all to follow thee/* And under a renew- 
ed fenfe of this holy attachment, and of my own 
unfitnefs for the fervice before me, without frequent 
baptifms of fpirit, and the fandtifying power thereof, 
I was inwardly favoured wit hfome new inftru£tions, 
refpcfting the office' of a minifter of Chrift, and 
openings how to fulfil that office: and thus, I 
was led to acknowledge, that he who had called is 
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faithful, and his grace is fufficient for us, as our de« 
pendance is placed thereon, and all confidence in 
ourfelves removed. We attended a meeting on 
third day, and had, painfully, to feel the ftate of 
things amongft them ; and it appeared clear to my 
mmd, that the work was in "the Lord's hands^ 
and that he will, in his own time, make manifcft the 
hidden things of darknefs } when thofe that retain 
a little life amongft thcni, will be enabled to renew 
their ftrength, and ftiew themfelves on the Lord's 
fide^ though their numbers may be few. We weirc 
favoured in fo^e degree, to relieve our own xninds^ 
and left them that afternoon. 

The next day we were at a meeting which, for 
fome time, was a painful fitting, under a fenfe that 
the leaders of the people caufed them to err, and 
were crying, << the word of the Lord," when the 
Lord had not fent them. But after experiencing 
fomething of the baptifm unto death, with our 
holy High Prieft, we were favoured to feel the re- 
furreftion of life; in which, judgment was placed 
on the head of the tranfgreffing nature^ and the 
minds that were defirous to know fomething of the 
work of religion for, themfelves, were pointed to the" 
means of redemption from fin. From thence we 
went to Newcaftle, and were at their week-day 
•f meeting on fifth day, where truth, meafurably, pre- 
vailed. On fixth and fevcntk days, being the 
twenty-fixth and twenty-feventh of the month, we 
travelled from Newcaftle to Kelfo, and were at 
their meetings on firft day, which are very fmall 
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of friends, but many others came in, efpecially in 
the afternoon ; and though, at firft, they appeared 
rude and ignorant, yet the power of truth, in which 
the authority is fek, rofe fo into dominion, that it be- 
came a folemn opportunity. And thus we had frefh 
caufe to obferve, that it is only by divine ftrength, 
that we can run through a troop, or leap over the 
walls of oppofition. On fecond day, we went to 
Edinburgh, where, on third we reftcd, and on fourth 
and fifth attended the yearly meeting, which was 
but fmall, there being very few members of fociety 
of that nation then prefent. There were fevcral, 
who, through negleft of chriftian difcipline, think 
they have a claim to the fociety, as being the off- 
fpring of friends; others were like the Fhiliftines 
in whofe hands the ark of the teftimony is fallen, 
and efteemed by them as a contemptible thing ; 
there were alfo prefent a number of ftudents from 
diftant parts, whofe parents arc not only members 
of fociety, but fome of them ufefiil therein. On 
account of all thefe, our minds were painfully cxer- 
cifed : and notwithftanding the public meetings were 
large, and owned with divine favour, in covering 
thefe aflemblies with a degree of holy awe, and the 
minds of fome of his fervants with gofpel power 
and authority, to declare the way of life and fal- 
vation : yet through all, the fenfe of deep, hidden, 
as well as flagrant corruption, fo impreiTed my 
mind, that I was led to believe, truth will never 
profper in this place, nor the excellency of it ap« . 
pear unveiled, till, not only the branches of the cor* 
rupt tree are cut off, but the root fo dug up that the 
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remembrance thereof may rot ; and theoj there is 
a hope that the prefent planting may get watered^ 
the ground renewedly cuhivated, and fruits appear 
to the praife of the great Huibandman. Deep dif- 
couragement attends the Lord's exercifed fervants 
in. this day, when labour is added to labour, bap* 
tifm to baptifm, for thofe that are dead in trefpafles 
and fins, and for thofe that are unacquainted, in 
their own experience, with the glad tidings of the 
gofpel 5 fo that, if they were not at times refrefhed 
with a little bread handed in fecret, and their evi- 
dence confirmed, that the foundation of God ftands 
fure, having this feal that the Lord knows them that 
are his, they would be ready to faint in the work, 
and to jQirink in the day of battle, when the arrows 
of the archers furround^ and the fpirits of the peo- 
ple are oppofing found doftrine, and crying ** pro- 
phefy unto us fmootb things." But I have had fre- 
quently of late, under thefe difcouraging views, to 
remember the prophet when he mournfully exclaim- 
ed; "I have laboured in vain, and fpent my 
ftrength for nought ;" yet recoUefting himfclf in 
holy confidence in, and mtereft with, invifible and 
divine juftice, he added, '* but furely my judgment is 
with the Lord, and my work with my God." From 
fome^eceflary baptifms of mind, and renewed evi- 
dences that this is enough for any true minifter of 
the gofpel to defire, I have been led awfully and 
humbly to implore increafing flrength and ability, 
to walk before that gracious eye that fees in fecret, 
without feeking the praife, or regarding the cenfure 
D 2 
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of men who are not circumcifed in heart and cars, 
and who cannot difcern, or value, found uncon- 
demnable words, but want their fenfual wifdom and 
depraved ideas gratified with the divinations of 
men, and approbation of thcmfelves. We had an 
exercifing, clofe, and fearching opportunity on 
fifth day evening (after the public meetings were 
over) with thofe under profeflion with us, and par- 
ticularly the ftudents 5 to whom divine regard was 
eminently manifefted, and a powerful call extended, 
to clofe in with the prefent vifitation and day of 
falvation that is offered ; whereby they would be re- 
deemed from that wifdom which feparates them 
from the pure fear of God, and the tree of immor- 
tal life; and alfo preferved from going down to 
the chambers of deatii, by falling in ^ith thofe 
fnares and gilded pollutions, with which the un- 
wearied enemy of our fouls is feeking to entrap and 
defile us. Their minds were fenfibly affe£led, at 
that time, under the power of truth ; and he who 
was pleafed thus to influence their fpirits, is alone 
able to profper the work *. The next morning 

* It IS difficult to fupprefs a remark, refpefting young 
men of our fociety being fent to complete their educati- 
on at this place ; which is, that the advantages of medi- 
cal improvement are, beyond all comparifon, outbal- 
lanced by the pernicious principles of infidelity which 
» are imbibed there. Several young perfons, religioufly 
hopeful at the time of commencing their ftudies, have 
returned from thence deeply poifoned in their religious 
principles; and fome who have not been altogether 
flain in the conteft, have, it is feared, become fo much 
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we went to Kirkaldie, (by Queen's Ferry) where we 
had a meeting with the town's people, fome of whom 
behaved well, the glad tidings of the gofpcl were 
preached j and a fatisfaftory meeting it was. From 
hence we went that evening one ftage further, and 
purpofed next day for Montrofe, forty-nine miles. 
The firfl; ftage in the morning was to Coupar in 
Fife, where we felt a confiderable opennefs for a 
meeting, but having too much, in our own inclinati- 
on, fixed our work for this day, we put by this 
fimple feeling, and thought that, if way opened, we 
would give up to it in our return. A few hours 
convinced us that our plans were fruftrated ; for 
when we arrived at Dundee Ferry, we found our- 
felves about half an hour too late for the tide, fo that 
our horfes could not be taken ovjer till about that 
time in the evening, at which we fbould have been 
there, had we ftaid and had a meeting at Coupar in 
Fife. From Dundee we went to Aberbrothick, 
which we left next morning for Montrofe, where we 
had a meeting in the evening with the town's peo-^ 

wounded, as to endanger their going halting all their 
days. It is of unfpeakable importance for parents and 
guardians folidly to confider, in their difpofal of youth, 
the danger not only of this, but of every other expofcd 
fituation in life. No profeffional advant^es, or quali- 
ficatipns whatever, can be put in competition with the 
lofs or injury of that pure faith and principle, which is 
our unerring guide, our fupport and comfort through 
time. 
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pie, who behaved well, and to whom divine regard 
was powerfully manifefted. 

From hence we went to Inverbervy, a little fea- 
port between Montrofe and Aberdeen. Here we 
found we could not get away, without a meeting 
amongft the town's people, which was readily provid- 
ed for, and a very folid company attended i whofe 
minds feemed like the good ground cultivated by 
the divine hand, for the reception of the feed of the 
kingdom. Divine aid was eminently extended to 
us, and to the people, and we were led, publicly 
and fecretlyj to return the gratitude of our hearts to 
him whofe works alone can praife him, and who, in 
infinite wifdom, after thefe favoured opportunities, is 
fometimes pleafed to lead his poor, weak, fervants, 
as from the holy mountain, and from tafting the 
animating wine of the kingdom, into the wildemefs ; 
and to caufe them, like their Mafter, to experience 
fomething of the forty days faft, and the power of 
the Tempter ; that fo, their own inability may be 
proved, their humble confidence renewed in the 
divine arm, they drawn from having any confidence 
in the flefh, and taught not to live by bread alone. 
From hence we proceeded to Stonehaven, and fat 
with the few fri^ds there, in whom the life of re- 
ligion is weak. We went to Aberdeen that even- 
ing, and' next day had a clofe time with the friends 
there. The fame afternoon we reached Old-mel- 
drum, and next day fat a meeting with them, where 
we found we could not get away without fitting 
in the families, and having a public meeting with 
the town's people ; the firft we fet about the fame 
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day, and had a fatisfaftory meeting with the people 
in the evening. We found things very low amongft 
the friends, but a comfortable hope, that of the 
youth would be raifed up fuch as would be qualified 
to fupport the caufe of truth, which is ready to fall 
in the ftreets, and the principles thereof almoft for- 
gotten by thofe that profefs them, particularly in de- 
parting from the plain language, and loiing the dif- 
tinguiihing marks of their profeflion 5 whereby the 
crofs is evaded, and the people's minds become like 
the high-way ground. We finiihed the vifit to the 
families at Kilmuck, and went from thence on fe- 
venth day evening for Aberdeen, and ftaid there 
the next day. My companion attended the meet- 
ings, where ihe had good fervice, and many people 
of the town came in. I had been unwell for fome 
time before with pain in my face and teeth, which 
had now fo increafcd upon me, with frefli cold, 
that, feeling no particular draft to the friends or peo- 
ple, and fcarce being fit to move, I ftaid in the 
houfe that day, in order to ufe fome means for reco- 
very, which were not inefiefhial, and next morning 
we fet forward for Urie. Here the friends of Stone-f 
haven met us, but it was a painful opportunity, and 
little of the divine life to be felt. We reached 
Montrofe in the evening, and next day went to 
Abcrbrothick, where we ufed fome means to obtain 
a meeting, but they not be^njrejSeAual, we were 
eafy to leave the place 5 and went forward, without 
any other meeting in the way, to Edinburgh, where 
we arrived on fifth day evening, the fifteenth of the 
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month *. The next evening we reached Kelfb, and 
Morpeth on the feventeenth, from whence we went 
next morning to Newcaftle to breakfaft, and attend- 
ed both their meetings; in which we had deep, 

* From Aberbrothick fhe writes thus to a friend: 
** The minds of many of the people in this land feem 
preparing, like the good ground, to receive, in child- 
like fimplicity, the ingrafted word ; and though it may 
be long before fruits appear, yet if thofe that come this 
way, follow the iimple openings of truth, in their ftop- 
pings at places where there are no friends, and get 
baptized into the dates of the people, it appears clear 
to us, that fuch will be inftrumental in- helping forward 
the light of the perfeft day of the gofpel, which has 
dawned in many of thefe parts ; but it 'is under prefent 
chaftifement for negled of duty, that I acknowledge 
we have not fufficiently trod this path. One material 
omiflion the week before laft, has laid a foundation for 
repentance through this land, if not through time, unlefs 
our Mafter fometime fends us again to pay debt and in- 
tereft; becaufe, from that one negle(ft, has proceeded 
many entanglements, and preventions of doing right. 
We have great caufe to believe and acknowledge, that 
the divine aid which hath been afforded, particularly in 
this land, hath been great ; and though it may have 
been chiefly on account of the people, yet gratitude 
hath covered our minds for it, and it occafions us to 
feel more deeply any want of faithfulnefs.'* 

The following letters were written a few days after 
her getting out of Scotland. 

" It is a favour when we are at liberty to feel one 
another, in the cementing bond of pure love and un- 
changeable fellowfhip ; for, really, in journeys of this 
kind, our min^ are often fo dripped of fatisfa<5lions like 
thefe, that indead of feeling as if we belong to any 
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fearching, but honcft labour 5 and a degree of quie-. 
tude, refignation, and ferenity of mind, clofed the 
day. The next day we refted, and on third were at 
Shields, fourth at Sunderland, fifth at Benfieldfide> 

body, or have any outward fource of comfort, the 
(late of the pelicai* in the wildernefs feems moft fimilar 
to ours ; and, no doubt, for wife ends, our minds are 
thus clothed with abftradiednefs, and feparated from do- 
meftic bleflings : for oui eye then being finglc, and we 
confidering ourfelves fervants that have need to watch 
every pointing of the Mafter, we are in the greater ' 
fitnefs to receive that divine light, in which, and by 
which only, every fervice in the church can be right- 
ly accomplifhed," 

" We are convinced it is right for thofe who 

go into Scotland, to go without plans, or fixed times for 
things, and limply to attend, day by day, to the open- 
ings of truth, giving up their time freely, and coofider- 
ing themfelves in no refpedt their own. Such as thus 
faithfully vifit Scotland, and get deep enough in their 
minds to bring up fuch weapons as will penetrate the 
minds of the people, and reach the divine life, rather 
than aim merely at convincing the judgment, will hav6, 
I am perfuaded, great fervice in that land, and find the 
free dedication of their _ time to be an acceptable facri- 
fice.'* 

— — " We have now got as into our own camp, where 
clofe painful labour is often our lot ; which being almoft 
continual, and without apparent efFe(5ls, we are fome- 
times ready to (brink from the work, and turn our faces 
homeward, confidering ourfelves, in every fenfe of the 
word, unprofitable fervants. But I have thus far found, 
that when we have been fo reduced, as hath been the cafe, 
that we durft not look for great things, divine ftrength 
hath been moft adminiftercd, and the blcffings that 
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fixth at Ncwbiggin, fcvcnth at AUondalc, firft at 
Aldfton, and fecond at Cornwood: at all which) 
the effcAs of an inattention to the unerring fpi-* 
ritual guide, were deeply ielt. by us; and, from 
place to place, our fpirits were pained in viewing the 
decleniion and defolation which have fpread them- 
felves, even amongft the foremoft dafies of the peo- 
ple ; fo that fome of thofe who have appeared as 
fhepherds over the flock, have been overtaken there- 
with, fmitten by the hand of the enemy, and prov- 
ed their difqualification for fervice ; whereby many 
that knew not the fure foundation, but whofe eyes 

attend our thus dwelling in the deeps, have been couch- 
ed under thefe feelings ; and the fpirit of diicemment 
hath fo proceeded therefrom, that we have had humbly 
to ^mire the dealings of the divine hand, which, by 
reducing his fervants, exalteth his own caufe. When 
felf is moft brought down, there is leaft anxiety about 
the fruits of our labour ; they are left to the great Huf- 
bandman, who caufeth the rain to defcend on the juft, 
and on the unjufl ; and furely it is enough for us to ex- 
perience our meat and our drink to be an obedience to 
the will of our heavenly Father: for thereby, we get 
food that the world knows not of, and feel ourfelves 
bound to his truth, though many may forfake it. We 
are reconciled to fuflPer therewith, feeing with an eye of 
faith, that notwithftanding the declenfion amongft us, 
the fmiting of the "fhepherds, fome in being happily re- 
moved fom the evil to come, and others by the hand of 
the enemy, and the fcattering of the (heep, yet the pro- 
mife will be fulfilled, upon the little ones : and thefe 
keeping to their Judge and Lawgiver, they (hall with 
the Lamb, experience a vi^ory." 
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were fixt upon man, and whofe walking was circum- 
Icribcd by the appearance of others, have been fcat- 
tered from the place of true feeding, and thus want 
an anchor to their fouls in the time of trial. This 
the fpirit of truth would have amply fupplied, had 
it been made the objeft of their refearches, inllead 
of the honour, the wifdom, and the complicated 
gratifications of man in his depraved flate. But in 
the courfe of thefe meetings, particularly at Ncw- 
b^gg^^y Allondale, and Comwood, we felt an evi- 
dence that the divine promife will be fulfilled upon 
the. little oiies, and that there are of this number, 
who, if they keep faithful under the preparing hand, 
will be raifed up to be ftandard-bearers in the work 
and houfe of their God. But oh the danger of 
even thefe, that have been feveral times dipt as in 
Jordan, not abiding the day of further trial, where- 
in nothing but the pure gold will ftand; becaufc 
the fiery baptifm of the fpirit, is fo fupcrior to every 
thing but what is of its own durable nature, that 
whatever has been mixed with it muft, in this teft, 
be fwept away ; that the veflel which is formed of 
the refidue, may be fo pure as to be entitled to the 
infcription of, ** holinefs unto the Lord." As it is 
for want of this patient dedication of heart to the 
operation of truth, that many veilels amongft us 
have been little better than founding brais or tink- 
ling cymbals to the people, having no authority 
from that of which they fpoke, nor discovering an 
alliance to the mafter by following his holy pattern, my 
heart has been led fervently to implore for myfelf, 
and for a number of thefe, to whom I felt united 



(So TheLIFEof 

in our heavenly Father's love, that whatfoever may 
be the fufferings of the prefent day, and howfoever 
one may fall on one hand, and another on another, 
our eye may be fixed on the Rock of our ftrength, 
and our faith fo replenifhed, that though the feet 
may be placed as in the very bottom of Jordan, we may 
not flinch therefrom, nor feek an eafier path than 
that which the wreftling feed of Jacob have ever 
trod ; nor have any greater joy than to be united by 
an exercife of fpirit to our holy Head, whether in 
fuffering or in rejoicing. We had, in all thefe places, 
the renewed affiftance of that fpirit which helpeth 
our infirmities, teacheth how to pray and travail in 
fpirit, and how to minifi:er to the fl:ates of the peo- 
ple ; whereby fome of the hidden things of dark- 
nefs were fearched out, the ftrayed of the flock 
invited to the fold, and the little travailing remnant 
were encouraged to go forward on their way. We 
had a uniting feafon at Cornwood, in that pure 
fellowfliip of fpirit, which fupplieth cvery^ member 
in the body with frefh vigour to perform its func- 
tion. — From hence, with our friends M. J. and 
J. W. we went to a meeting in Cumberland : it was a 
time of deep* exercife of mind, but in faithfulnefs 
thereto, the power of truth rofe into dominion, and 
we had reafon to hope it was a profitable time to 
divers. We left . this place, and in the afternoon 
were at another meeting, which was, for a time, 
painful beyond defcription ; but by an humble wait- 
ing, it was difcovered that the people were fed with 
an unfound miniftry, that the ark was taken into 
the hands x>f the uncircumcifed, and tl\at there was . 
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a number who loved to have it fo. The power and 
authority of truth arofe, by which we were enabled 
to place judgment on that fpirit, which was feeking 
to fupport the teftimpny with unfanftified hands^ 
and to have their honour from men, forgetting that 
holy anointing and preparation of heart, whereby 
the Lord becomes fandlified in all thofe that draw 
nigh unto him, and the bread that he gives them to 
break receives a bleifing upon it, in that it fhall not 
be void, but prove a vilitation of his love to thofe 
to whom it is fent, whether they will hear or for- 
bear. Here we had afrefli to obfcrve, that where 
minifters maintain their inward exercife, and keep 
near to their gifts, the fpirit of true difcernment, 
which fearcheth all things, is not wanting to prove, 
from the line in which it leads them, the redlitude 
of their miniftry to the living and wife in heart ; 
who judge not by the fight of the eye, or the 
hearing of the ear, but by the unerring evidence of 
truth, which remains, to be the favour of life unto 
life. Our minds were thankful, under the frefli 
fenfe of divine favour and ftrength, in being found 
worthy to fuffer with the fuffering feed, and with 
the little remnant that are thus exercifed, and who 
belong to this meeting : to thefe, though they are 
weak, the bread of encouragement wasvbroken. 

Next morning we fet forward, and on our way, 
I received an account from my hufband who was 
then in London, of the death of his father, and 
that he purpofed going over with the friends who 
had attended the yearly meeting, to accompany his 
fitter, and to pay a vifit to his mother and friends. 
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on this zSe&mg occalion ; reafons with which my judg- 
ment led mc to coincide, though I felt myfelf deeply 
affefted with fo unexpected a circumftance; and 
having received a letter conveying forrowful intelli- 
gence on various fubjefts, I was ready, with the ad- 
ditional concern of the important fervice in which 
we were engaged, to iink under the general prefiure 
of my mind. But, in this fituation, I had freih 
caufe to recur to that divine and invifible arm 
which drew me out ; and in the feeling whereof I 
could then fay, with a degree of holy confidence, 
" Lord I have left all to follow thee," to that ftati- 
on into which I apprehended myfelf called, though 
btit a child, and to nothing fhort of a difciple of 
the Lamb, to fight under his banner, and to prefer 
his work to every gratification or concern of my 
own. I found it was an eafy thing to fay, I will 
follow thee wherefoever thou leadeft ; but when our 
fidelity is tried with crofs occurrences in our natural 
feelings, united to the frefh painful feafe, that 
the foxes have holes, &c. then are we ready to 
Ihrink, and defire that the cup may pafs from us, 
forgetting that all muft be left to the great Difpofer 
of all things; that fo, with holy confidence, our 
refolutions may be, " though thou flay n^e, yet 
will I truft in thee." Under this difpenfation, 
I was afrefh ftrippcd, and became a fuppliant at 
wifdom's gate; where, I found, I had nothing to 
receive for my help, but a patient fubmifiion to the 
divine will, and renewed ftrcngth, fimply and 
fingly, to wait, not only rcfpefting circumftances 
relating to my focial concerns, but in the line of 
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my religious duty, and in the exercife of the gift ; fee- 
ing that it is only when the eye is fingle> that the 
body is foil of light. We attended the next meet- 
ing, which for a time was inexpreffibly^dark^and 
painful ; but being engaged fervently to travail for 
the refiirreftion of life, we had renewedly to ac- 
knowledge, that our labours were blefled, and 
flrength afforded for that time, to awaken a num- 
ber from a ftate of fpiritual death, and to (hew 
them the deplorable fituations they were in. We 
proceeded to another meeting, and on firft day at- 
tended both the meetings there ; in the firft of which 
we were enabled to relieve our minds from the 
weight which, in the forepart, deeply affedled us, 
and it was a time of renewed favour. Numbers 
will not hear either the Mafter or the fervant when 
found doftrine 'is delivered unto them : but the 
moft fine gold becoming changed, and they remem- 
bering (bmething of the work of the Refiner, but 
not keeping under it themfelves, are making feme- 
what for the people which is f^ccious, and feeds 
their itching ears, but which at the fame time is 
putting death into the pot: fo that for want of 
thofe that hear recurring to the witnefs for God, 
the true fpirit of prophecy, the feed of the king- 
dbm becomes ftifled, and total infenfibility enfues ; 
a ftate over which, in this county, we had deeply to 
mourn. The meeting in the afternoon was filent, 
and our minds prefcrved in great refignation. On 
3d day following we went to Moorhoufe and Kjrk- 
bride, on 4th at Wigton and Bolton, on 5th at 
Berkfoot and at Maryport, and on 6th at Allonby 
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and Broughton. The clofenefs of the exercife in 
meetings, and in travelling, had by this time fen- 
fibly afte£ted or reduced our ftrength and fpirits; 
but refting on 7th day with a friend helped to rc- 
ftore us a little : yet the wounded and captivated 
ftate of us as a people, and efpecially in this county, 
renders a little prefent reft, like the eating of the 
paffover, with bitter herbs; for how can the fer- 
vant rejoice where the Mafter reigns not ! On 
I ft day we fat with the friends at Pardfhaw, where 
divine regard was renewedly extended to us and to 
them, in opening the book of His law, and difcover- 
ing the tranfgreflions of the profeflbrs thereof- The 
fame evening we rode to Whit^aven, and had a 
meeting there the next day the loth, which was 
painful ; but a little opprefled remnant were ftrength- 
ened ; for which thankfulnefs ought to arife, and gra- 
titude cover our fpirits, notwithftanding we, as the 
poo5 fervants and off-fcouring of all things, are often 
dbafed under the fenfe of our own nothingnefs, and 
of our omiffions and comm!ffions ; for on thcfe 
the compaflionate eye of the Mafter condefcends to 
look, when we fee ourfelves, and are proflrate be- 
fore him, under the fenfe of how liable we are to 
fwerve to the right hand or to the left, .from the 
clear and pure openings of truth in our . religious 
fervices, without a clof^ attention of mind thereto. 
This requires a previous ftrippednefs, and baptifm 
of fpirit, that our own aftivity may be reduced, 
and fubjefted to the Power that quickeneth and 
giveth life, and that, likewife, unprofitable timi- 
dity and fear of man, may become fo removed. 



SARAH GRUBB. dj 

that we can, with finglcnefs, and refignation, depend 
fohlj upon the fimplc revelation of the divine will. 
For though it is needful for our refinement, and 
fitnefs for fervice, to be clothed with the fcnfc of 
our weaknefs, and the infufficiencj of our wifdom 
and difcernment in the myftcries of the kingdom, 
and in performing the leaft work for the fpiritual 
building 5 yet on this, when called to labour, our 
eye fhould not be fixed, but reft, with faith, on the 
invifible arm of divine power ; that being in a fitua« 
tion ready to receive help from it, we may be there- 
with content, and favoured with that blefiing which 
renders acceptable the fmalleft offering, or the bread 
that may be compared but to the barley loaf. Wc 
went to another meeting, where things arc very 
low, fome of the members being fo weak as to let 
fall fome of the fundamental principles of our pro« 
fejQ&on ; whereby the few that are fitithful are op- 
prefied with the feed, and are ready to iink under 
difcouragements, and alfo with fome appearances in 
the miniftry, concerning which we felt no anfwcr 
of life as unto life* Here we lodged at the houfe 
of our valuable friends J. and fi. D. who, next 
day accompanied us, with fome other friends, to 
Kefwick, where we had a pretty large and fatisfac- 
tory meeting amongft the town's people. On fifth 
day the thirteenth, we attended the week day meet- 
ing, and monthly feleft meeting at Greyfouthen, 
where gracious condefcenfion was eminently extend- 
ed to us, and to the members thereof} and we part- 
ed with many of our friends on that fide, in much 
afifeAionate fellowfhip, and fympathy with each 
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others' tried fituations^ arifing from the deep declen* 
fion and defolation which widely fpread over us as a 
people. Next morning we rode to Ifell meeting, in 
a very ftormy, tempeftuous day, fo much fo, that 
the friends belonging to the meeting durft not ven- 
ture out, except three men, for whom, in a cold 
damp meeting-houfe, we waited in our wet cloaths 
three quarters of an hour ; having no better accom- 
modations for ourfelves or horfes, than a bare {bel- 
ter from the heavy rain that fell here. We fat 
down with the few that came, and our guides, 
ready to conclude that, under thefe circumftances, 
it would be an unavailing attempt to haye our minds 
properly ftayed ; but he who mercifully condefcends 
to vifit the two or three that gather in his name, 
was pleafed eminently to own us that day. I re- 
membered, and had to open the pafiage, « Blefled 
is that fervant that watcheth, and keepeth his gar- 
ment, and who, when his Lord cometh, is found 
ready." It appeared to my mind that all thofe who 
have enlifled under the fpiritual, unconquered Cap- 
tain, have received a mark thereof, a change of 
heart, an awful covering of fpirit, a loving one 
another, and means whereby fuch might fland in 
readinefs for the word of command 5 and that 
therefore the peculiar bleiSng of the divine hand 
refls upon thefe faithful fervantSf who vrhen not a£hi- 
ally in fervice, fo remember their office, as to be 
fit, when called- thereto, to flep into it, and move 
only in that raiment, and with* that armour, which 
the piafter gives them. For want of this watchful, 
attentive care, in times of withdrawing, many 
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amongft us, when there has been an opening for 
labour, have not been found ready, nor approved 
worthy, to advocate the heavenly caufe, and thus 
the warfare has not been mamtained, but the battle 
is retarded, Ifrael falls before his enemies, and the 
accuried thing is in the tribe of Judah. At the 
clofe of this meeting, where my mind had been led 
to centre to a quiet dependance on the fmalleft evi- 
dence of the divine will, after fome days of deep 
probation, and frequent defertion of fpirit, the 
aforefaid paflage, " blefled is that fervant, &c/* 
powerfully revived and fpread before me, and, with 
a voice intelligible to my fpiritual ear, applied it to 
myfclf ; which introduced fuch a calm over my 
mind, and feparation from the natural feelings there- 
of, as I never before experienced; Under this 
ienfe, I concluded It was the laft meeting I fhould 
ever be at ; that the dedication of my heart, and 
fome affliftive difpenfations that were paft, had 
proved acceptable, and that now there was no ob- 
ftru£tion to my final difTolution ; nor an attachment 
in me to any thing below : a fituation of mind (b 
different from what I ufually felt, when I have 
feared that the clofenefs of my connexions had the 
afcendency over my love, and travail of fpirit for 
the caufe of truth, that I wondered at the change. 
I looked towards my friends, faw fome of them in 
their places, and feeling myfelf in my own, without 
a cord to break, I apprehended that, in a very little 
time, I fhould be gathered to that eternal habitation 
of reft, whereinto I never before fo fenfibly entered, 
and of which I had never fuch a foretafte. It was 
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nothing that elated me^ my natural ideas were dor* 
mant, but what I experienced feemed folid fubftan- 
tial truth. After the meeting broke up, and I was 
making the neceiTary preparations for proceeding to 
the next meeting, there was no interruption to my 
mind| till riding along the road, with a frefh, aw- 
ful application to the Lord, and breathing that I 
might not reft too much under this impreffion, and 
that if there was any other end to anfwer than 
what I had fecn, it might be difcovered ; left by 
looking too much at an opening fo comfortable to 
myfel/, I ftiould be in danger of negle£ling a conti- 
nued exercife of fpirit, and the fervice I might be 
called to from place to place ; and thereby render 
that which was intended a bl effing, a block in 
my way in preffing after fo defirable an end as had 
opened therein : thus waiting to fee further the 
way caft up for me, I thought I clearly difcovered, 
that it was a mark of divine regard at that time 
extended, in order to fhew me the excellent, ulti- 
mate, efFeft of what I had had to open to others j 
and the need there wa« for me to attend to it myfelf, 
during the courfe of my own pilgrimage ^ and alfo 
to remove an idea,. that the ties of nature are fo in- 
terwoven with my attachment to eternal excellency 
and purity, that the fepaf ation muft be, ^ like the 
furnace being heated feven times hotter than it had 
before been experienced. Inftead of this, I had to 
behold, in humble admiration, the works of an al- 
mighty hand in the deeps, and how, when our hearts 
are upright before him, he invifibly works our de- 
liverance, by means which the unenlightened under- 
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ftanding of man cannot comprehend. When the 
power of truth predominates, we fee, in the vifion 
of light, its fuperiority to every natural endowment 
or gratification 5 fo that the infiirmountable difficul- 
ties that are beheld by the natural eye, are fubjeft- 
ed, and the mountain of the Lord is exalted on the 
top of all the hills. In commemoration of this 
token of divine regard, my mind is bowed, under 
the fenfe of my own unworthinefs, and how unable 
I am, notwithftanding this view, to- dwell in a ftate 
of prefervation and acceptance, without wreftling, 
from time to time, for that faith which overcometh, 
and that patience whereby we are kept in the hour 
of temptation : for if the Lord keep not the city, 
the watchman watcheth but in vain. After the 
meeting at Ifell we went to Coldbeck, where we 
had a fuffermg time, but were enabled in a good 
degree to fearch out the caufe. Next day we at- 
tended a meeting at Mofedale, where we had 
comfortably to obferve that the Matter's feet had 
been, though in general things are very low. On 
lirft day, the fixteenth, we were at both their meet- 
ings at Penrith, where we painfully felt the oppref- 
iion of the feed, as in many other places. That 
evening we rode to Terril, and next morning had a 
meeting there ; where the neceffity of thofe who arc 
called to the miniftry fitting loofe from outward 
conneftions and profits, and following the Mafter 
whitherfoever he leads them, was clearly fet forth. 
From hence we went to Strickland meeting, and on 
our way, I had a fall from my horfe, with which I 
was hurt, but sittended the meeting, which was fa- 
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▼oured, Suad I gradasdly recovered. From Strick- 
land we went to Hawkihead, and from thence to 
Swarthmore^ where many not of our fociety attend- 
edj and it proved an eminently favoured feafon. 
Our next meeting was at Height which was a low 
time. We then proceeded to another meeting, 
refted and wrote on 7th day y and on firft fat both 
their meetings, where we had fecretly to mourn 
over^ and publicly to difcover, the affefUng iituati- 
on of thofe who, from year to year, have been di- 
vinely favoured, and, like the vineyard we read of, 
dug about, fenced, and vifited by the good Hufband- 
man : but oh, the falling (hort ! one may plant, and 
another may water, yet as the increafe is of the 
Lord, and He not being devotedly.ffought unto, for 
that dew of heaven which renders us fruitful, and 
that pruning hand which would keep the branches 
clean, numbers, after having been planted choice 
vines, have become the degenerate j^ants of a 
ftrange vine unto the Lord; and notwithftanding 
they keep a greennefs, and an appearance of life, it 
was clear to the view of our minds, that if there 
was not a getting deeper, even to the wafhiiig 
pool, and being flripped of themfelves, the princes 
alfo ariiing from the dufl of the earth and anointing 
the fhield, that fpiritual death will greatly increafe 
amongft them, and the judgments of the Lord for 
difobedience will enfuc. We too^ tjie week follow- 
ing, Preilon, Grayrig, Sedberg, Dent, Garfdale, Ra- 
▼enftonedale, and Lartington ; and alfo had a fatif- 
faftory meeting at Bowes, where are none of our 
fociety i and at the others, we were favoured with 
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ftrength for the exercife that fell to our lot therein. 
The £rft day following, we attended the meeting at 
Staindrop, and another in the evening at Bifhop 
Aukland ; on fecond day we went to Durham to 
their quarterly meeting, attended the fevcral fit- 
tings thereof: in all which we were enabled, far 
beyond our expeAation, to relieve our minds, by 
honeftly, in the fear of the Lord, and not of man, 
exprefiing our fenfe of the ftate of things amongft 
them ; and it was a time of renewed favour. From 
thence we went forward, and at a meeting wherein 
the uncircumcifed fpirit was painfully felt to prevail 
in the forepart thereof, but our help and fafety 
depending upon our going down to the brook, we 
were engaged patiently to wait for divine clothing, 
knowing that it would be dangerous to go againft 
them in untried armour, notwithftanding the caufit 
might be good: and we may thankfully fay, that 
good is the word of the Lord, and efficacigus to the 
fmiting of the Goliahs of this day." 

Her own account of this journey ends here; 
but it appears that (he proceeded from this place, 
and viiited the meetings at Stockton, and Yarm, 
back to Benfieldiide, then Ayton, Bilfdale, and 
Kirby, and returned home about the middle of the 
ieventh month. 

After fhe had got out of Scotland, ihe and her 
companion felt thc^r minds difpofed to falute the 
friends of the monthly meeting of Old Meldrum 
with an epiftle | a copy whereof follows. 



7i, TheLIFEof 

Dear Friends ! 
«* As in our travelling along, we have frequently 
felt our minds covered with an earneft engagement 
for your prefervation, and a fenfe of the love of our 
heavenly Father towards you, which engaged us to 
pay you a vifit, we are drawn in the renewed ex- 
tendings thereof, to falute you with a few lines, 
and, according to the ability received, to ftrengthcn 
the little life that is amongft you ; that the elders 
may be gathered to the true place of feeding, the mid- 
dle-aged ari/ing may become men and women of 
valour for God, and the youth having examples fet 
before their eyes of a fteady circumfpeft walking, 
feafoned with divine virAie, may be engaged, by the 
efficacy of the fame holy principle, to fucceed their 
p2u*ents, and the faithful in all ages, in carrying for- 
ward the Lord's work, and in His name, which is 
His power, fetting up their banners. But, dear 
friends, as there are many impediments which have 
hindered us as a people, both in this land and in 
yours, from advancing in our fpiritual progrefs, and 
tncreafing our ftrength in the Lord, let us enquire 
into the caufe whence they have come, and to what 
they will tend ; for if we had kept to the fure foun- 
dation, and in all things confidered ourfelves the 
followers of a crucified Lord, rather than nominal 
members of a religious fociety ; and been concerned 
to walk even as He walked ; the fnares of the ene- 
my would not have prevailed to have led fo many 
captives into a ftrange land; becaufe, againft the 
Rock of ages, whereon we might have been built, 
the gates of hell ihall never be able to prevail. But 
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for want of keeping an eye open to this prelerv- 
ing Power, a fpirit of indifivrency hath crept in, 
and, whilft many have flept, tares have been fown ; 
which, as they fpring up, have had a tendency to 
choak the good feed, thofe tender impreiHons, and 
reproofs of infbruftion, which would have prepa;*ed 
our fpirits, and have bound them to the holy law 
and teflimonies of truth. Thus, ftrength hath been 
wanting to maintain the difcipline of th^ church, in 
that purity wherein it was firft eftablifhed; and a 
door hath opened for encreafing liberties. Hence, 
hath enfued a mixing with the fpirit, and cuftoms 
of the world j fo that thofe who have not been 
taught the fame doArines, but are looking upon us, 
may query, " where is your God?" feeing, that 
though we profefs to be led and guided by the fpi*- 
rit of truth, ^ur fruits differ not from theirs ; but 
the crofs is removed out of the way. As one devi* 
ation front the path our prcdeceffors walked in, 
conformable to the precepts of Chrift, painfully 
afFsAed our minds, both when our lot was caft 
amongil you, and iince ; we feel not eafy without 
renewedly obferving, that, in the promife of the re- 
ftoration to Ifrael, it was faid, «« I will turn to the 
people a pure language ;" and knowing that this 
gofpel day is ftiil more glorious than that, if we did 
but live in the light thereof, which would clearly 
difcovcr to us the corrupt fource of flattering titles, 
and feeking to gratify the vain mind of man, how 
can we, without facriiScing the principle of truth, 
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which leads and. guides into all truth, give up that pure 
language to which ouf forefathers were turned^ and 
adopt the unfound words of Tou to a iing^e perfon ; 
and calling the days of the week and mdnths by the 
heathen names ^ and thoie, our mailers and.mifh'e& 
ksy who are not really fo ; forgetting the command 
to' call no man, mafter. Ik noir this retusTiing to 
tha night of apoftafy, and lit out dealings and. con-, 
verfe with men, crucifymg afre& the Son. of Godj 
and putting him to open fiiame, by thus denying'^ 
or refbfing to bear his croft and^ tefiimony to the 
world .?^ 

" We believe there is a number amongft you, wha, 
by^ example, liave bee^n tramed in a. deviation from 
our holy profeflion ; and thefe we f enderly addreis^ 
and exhort to feel for themfelves after the influence 
of that holy fpirit^ which leads its followers ui the 
fame path, however remote from outward help their 
iituations in life may be ; for the peculiar privilege 
of thefe is, they need not that any man te^ch then^ i 
but as this fame divine anointing tea^heth them 
all things. Though you may have but few to 
ftreijgthen your hands, by their example and fym*. 
pathy with you in your honeft. endeavours to break 
down the partition walk, which the enemy has raif* 
cd to prevent your advancement tb the perfeft day 
of God J yet be not difmayed? In your labours ; but | 
remember the fervent zeal of our predeceffors in the^-^j 
truth; how they endured the perfecutions of thaC^ 
day,' and how, with unconquerable fortitude and rerq[., 
fignation to the Lord's will, they fteadily purfueidbii 
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the path of true fclf-cfehial, aitd fotrgfit tlie good 
fight rf faith. And if we, in this day of deep 
dcclenfion, lodk to the Rock of oar ftrcngth, mne 
cannot fail ta find- that it is a day which caUs far 
(Kligence j and that whatever pointings of duty we 
arc favoured with. Our pfrcfervatioir depend* upon a 
feithfulnefs thereto. And therefore, befovcd friends, 
be ye etigaged to fee what it is that keeps you in a 
ftate of weatkneft, aiirf prevents your feeling the 
fiErengtlxenittg and cohiblating influence of the fpirlt 
of Chrift; that fo,. yon miy be eiiaWed to remoYe 
the hnpcdiment out of l!hc way, be fiiithful td thfc 
Lord, and f^amf in tha authority of hi» truth \ that 
endeavouring to rule your own houfes well, attd to 
have your children m fubjedlion wfth aH gravity, 
you niay know his. baptizing power upcto your fpirits, 
in your aiTembltng together \ and your fecret proftra- 
tioir and fervent breathings, will be acceptable -to 
his- holy eye, and blefled by his bountiful hand 5 and 
in your meetings for difcipline,- you will likewiife be 
feafaned with the felt of the covenant, and by yotjr 
homM endeavours to keep the camp clean from all 
difijitierly walkerss you wiU? gi'ow ftronger and 
• ftronger, and your minds become united together in 
the bond of true peace. Thus,, may it pleafe the 
Lord to operate upon your fpirits, and to inftuencre 
the youth amongft you to a watchful attention to 
their tfioughts,^ their words, and anions ; that being 
P'eferved §rovH miaiing with thofe, who would draw 
away thdr mkids from the difcoveries of truth, and 
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centre them in the corrupt' language, and change- 
able cuftoms of the world, they may prefer a reli- 
gious awfulnefs upon their fpirits, and feek for that 
pure fear of the Lord which is a fountain of lifcj 
preferving from the fnares of death, and fecuring a 
fafe hiding-place in the day of trouble. With fatif? 
faftion we acknowledge, that we felt, whilft with 
you, that the hand of the Lord has been at work 
upon the minds of the youth, and that fome of 
thefe have fubmitted thereto; to whom our fpirits 
were, and are led* into near fympathy, and filled 
with an earned defire for their prefervation and pro- 
grefs in that good work which is begun in their hearts. 
Be encouraged, beloved friends, to hold on your 
way, and more fully to fubmit your necks to the 
holy yoke ; that thereby you may be made willing 
to fuffer for the caufe of truth j and though you 
may not have many examples and helpers in the 
Lord, yet being engaged to dwell near the Root 
of divine life, and feeking for ftrength therefrom, 
you will feel the progreffive difpenfation of the 
heavenly Vifitant, and grow in ftature, from the 
flate of children, to young men in the Lord ; 
let fituations be what they may, and outward ad- 
vantages ever fo great, we are abundantly con- 
vinced, "^ that whoever experience an inheritance 
in the truth, and an eftabiiihment therein, muft 
purchafe it for themfelves, learn to live on manna 
of their own gathering, and know from whence 
all their frelh fprings proceed. And now, dear 
friends, the fervent defire of our fpirits is, that 
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you may be ftirred up to a renewed fenfe of the dc- 
cleuiioin of the prefent day, and under it, be engaged 
to feek for ftrength to ftablifh you in every good word 
and work ; that being clothed ^^^ith a zeal accord* 
ing to knowledge, for the profperity of Zion, and 
the enlargement of her borders, you may become 
eflablifhed as a city fet upon a hill, having the 
light of the gofpel day upon your dwellings. 
Benfieldfide^ ')th month ^th^ 1782. 
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Vifit to her Httfianfs Relations in Ireland, — journey 

into Norfoli'y Istc Vijtt to the Meetings of Friends 

in Ireland. 



IN the iith month 1782/ flic felt an inclina- 
tion and freedom of mind, to accompany her 
hufband into Ireland^ on a vifit to their relations. 
The deeply inftruftive exercifes which flie met with 
previous to her landing in Ireland j with her hum- 
ble, watchful ftatc of mind and engagements thdrc, 
may in part be collefted from the following letters, 
which, except the firft, fhe wrote in that land. 

— ' " This place (Holyhead) is uncomfortable 

to flay at, amongft a great deal of company, and no 
woman but myfelf ; and though it is made eafier 
by their great civility, yet the journey altogether is 
an awful thing. On furveying my inducements for 
coming and impartially examining myfelf, I have not 
yet found any uneaiinefs, though I am low, and out 
prefent fituation is a trial of both faith and patience. 
Indeed the many rocks and fhoals attending us in 
our religious and civil concerns through this trying 
pilgrimage, will, I apprehend, ever prove a trial of 
thefe J and therefore, by the direftion of the Beft of 
* Pilots, to guard againft ithem, and to ftcer wifely 
through life, is the work of our day ; and will open 
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r moft clearly the profpeft of the haven of durable 

i reft.'* 

■ ■ ■ ■ < * I was greatly pleafed when we got to 

! ^ Holyhead, hoping foon to be hi Dublin, and dread* 
ing the water but little. Here our dlfappomtments 
began. We went out to fea next day, were tofled 
about for fourteen hours, and I then returned eifr* 

[ tremely ill ; fb much fo, that it became a matter of 

I doubt to my hufband whether he {hould not have 
to bury me there. I thought as foon as my head 
was Isud after our return, that I perceived a cup 

f bitterer than death *, for that death, except on 
R. G.'« account, I ihoiild not have regretted, ib 
fliaded are all the ^omeftic enjoyxnents and temporal 
bl^iags of Itfe, 'when, abftra^ed from them, we are 
caifed upon, iaithfally and with iiaglenefs of heart, 
to dolhc will of our heavenly Father. To have a 
meeting at »Hol]fdiead prefented with gfcat weight, 
and at the ifame time the appearance of things told 
me that, on various accouiits, (my own bodily weak- 
nefs not fhe leaft) it was an impoffibility. I was 
afraid, but I think I was not refoelUons. In the 
dept^ of diftrefs, I oUB^red myfelf as one unable to 
utfwer the requiring, hoping the offering would be * 
tcce^pled, and that fome ram would be caught in the 
thicket 'y here the call ftemed renewed to obedience, 
uid not facrifice ; and I faw that if any thing ihort 
l^f the demand wasoffered, tho' I even exerted myfelf . 
in faithfulnefs in Ireland, as I promifed to do, I 
might be fufFered to fall into a ihare, and return • 
from thence, inftead of the reward of peace, with 
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the query, Who hath requbed this at thy hands ? 
Prefent obedience, and fubfervience to the operation 
of truth on our minds, is no doubt what will pre- 
ferve us on this fea of glafs mingled with fire ; for 
if we keep with the life, and move therein, it will 
keep us humble, reduce our confidence in the flefli, 
and draw us down into fpffering with it. When 
our dwelling is as amongft the pots, and no goodli- 
nefs remaineth in us, then we know in whom is 
eternal help, and the travail of our fpirits is for 
ability to look tchvards his holy habitation. Our 
firft failing was on fourth day, and by fixth day I 
was got fomething better, when the captain, and a 
great number of paiTengers were difpofed to fail, 
and none of them more {q than ourfelves, if the 
wind would take us, which, according to the feel* 
ings of my mind, I believed would not •, but I have 
no caufe to think it was unacceptable to try the 
fleece again ; which we did, and after getting out 
of the harbour, the wind turned againft us, and 
grew very rough. The veflel was violently tofled, 
and at one time we were in great danger of founder- 
ing. I lay quietly as I could, beholding the won- 
ders of an almighty hand concerning us ; and in the 
deeps, both fpiritually and temporally, I felt myfelf 
a Jonah, when the people were crying, that there 
was one on board ; and all was tremendous about 
me. The danger we were in was evident, but my 
hope never failed me ; which I efteemed an unfpeak- 
able favour, and which led me to a greater willing- 
nefs than I had before felt, to give up to the meet- 
ing, -or any thing elfe that was required. We were 
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out this time but about four hours, and after we land- 
ed^ a large merchant fhip was wrecked in our fight,, 
but no lives loft. My fituation now became awfiil ^ . 
there feemed no way but refignednefs to the meet- 
ing, and that I could not fee was to be till firft day. 
My hulband I perceived was a&aid, for he confidered 
vfi accountable for whatever the caufe fuffered by usj^ 
efpecially as there never was a meeting there before.^ 
On firft day morning we were tried again, for the 
wind being fair, we prepared for failing, and when 
all was ready for going on board, a ftorm came on,, 
and the captain durft not venture to loofe the fhip 
in the harbour, believing that if he did it would be 
foon wrecked. We then returned agaiui and the; 
time canie on for the people to go to fome place o^ 
worfhip; when finding an empty houfe near the 
inn, we engaged it, and felt moft cafy to give notice 
to but a few, that we were going to fit in our ufual 
manner to worfhip, and that if they, or any others, 
chofe to accompany us, we had no objection. Before 
we got to the place, many were there, and more fol* 
lowed ; and to our humble admiration, divine 
affiftance was near, and wonderfully helped us over 
that fitting. At the conchifion, the people were 
defirous of another in the evening, which, when 
we had confidered it, we confented to; and if I 
may venture to fay, it was crowned with good, and 
the melting operation of truth appeared to be expe- 
rienced by many q£ the people, who behaved with 
great folidity. The next evening tide fuited for our 
pafiage, and with peaceful minds we embarked, and 
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were but nine hours horn bay to bay. Tlius fcare 
wc caiife to tux*n back to tliis page of our lives, Aurith 
kumble gratitude of mind, and to acknowledge 'tinit 
a fimple -pointing of duty, and a fimple difcharge 
thereof, i» prckduftive of 4oKd fatisfaftion, wlien,^ 
on the other hand^ no exertion or anxiety of our 
fifim, can fernifli us with one grain of h, nor can 
we, by taking thought, add one cubit to our ftatureT* 
■■ ' ^ Often, very oftcn> fince I faw your 
faces, has my minii vi£ted you in afib^ionate near- 
irefs 5 but ! have feldom fdt groat er inability, than 
fince I came into this hind, thirs to converfe with 
my friends*; for as our earning was fudden, It Tiaa 
bccafhmed deep fearchings of heart, for prefer- 
ration, and dire£iion how to move in the line of 
' wifdom* 

<< We met with a very cordial reception in, 'Ire- 
land J the hofpitality and affcftion of our friends 
were not unacceptable to a poor ftranger like me j 
•nevcrthelefs my mind has not feemed at liberty, as^ 
I could have wifted, to enjoy that fociety which is 
gratifying to felf. It is good for us rcnewedly to 
feel ourfelves not our own, to ftand refigned to the 
divine will, and to know it to be our meat and drink 
to do it. Every littlfe additional experience tends ti> 
convince ifs, that herein confifls our moft folid and 
permanent fatisfaftion ; and were our difpofition of 
refiftance to the painful preparation for dcvotednefs 
removed, we fliould more often have feelingly ta 
acknowledge, that with the divine, blcffings, there is 
added no forrow; birt we make forrows for our- 
felves, we add that which our gracious Benefa£tor 
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hath not in ftore for us. A path exempt from 
"triak is what I have no right to expeft, and what I 
hope I am learning not to defire. A patient fub- 
milBon to every divine difpenfation, is what I wifti 
for an encreafe of ; that fo^ the mingled cup of life 
may prove a profitable draught, and imprefs me, 
more and more, with an humble fenfe of the multi- 
plied bleffings beftowed upon me : for by this means, 
I believe we fhall encreafe in ^knowledge how to 
move and tonduft ourfelves, amidft the various 
temptations, befetments, and crofs occurrences, inci- 
dent to this probationary ftate. 

« We went pretty direftly from Dublin for Clon- 
mel, after the half-year's meeting, aAd fpent two 
days very much to my inftrudtion, at Ballitore* 
We ftaid about ten days amongft our relations, who 
are valuable ahd kind, and then went for tarlow 
quarterly meeting, where were Robert. Valentine and 
his companion, &c. I think, upon the whole, it was 
a very favoured gathering, though here, as in our 
land, the world and its fpirit has made great 
deyaftation and fcattering amongft the gathered 
tribes." 

• " We look with a degree of fttisfaftioh al 

our return. A little reft to body and ihind will 
be truly acceptable, as our vifit to our relations feems 
now completed. Our pallage through this land 
has been encumbered with many thorns, and attend- 
ed with many triak unforefeen by us. It is a day 
bf deep humiliation, ahd it fometimfes looks as if 
our judgment was taken away. 1 want not to make 
Complaints; I wifh rather te. profit by wlj^at I have 
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fuffercd, and reap inftruAion from every renewed 
difpenfation of infinite kindnefs ; feeling myfelf ua- 
wortby of tl^c leaft of His benefits, and that, with^ 
out His peculiar care, I ihall be overwhelmed, and 
warped afide from the ftability of the truth : but by 
being baptized into a deep fenfe of my own weak- 
nefs and frailty, I have been led to acknowledge, 
that even the bitter things are fweetj feeing, that 
in infinite wifdom, they are ordered for the 
ftrengthening of our fpiritual appetite, and bring- 
ing down that part in us which is at enmity with 
the crofs, and loves not its government in the 
mind." 



Her home for feveral years after her marriage, 
was at l<*ofton, a village ten miles from York. This 
was to her a comfortable retirement, when not en- 
gaged abroad in the fervice of truth. But though 
gratifying to nature, and a defirable refting place, 
her concern for the advancement of her great 
Mafter's caufe, which was her moft defired meat 
and drink, often called her from this abode, fo 
that fhe feldom refided there for a month together. 
It appeared, indeed, that fhe was unwearied in pro- 
moting the caufe of truth and righteoufnefs, and 
willing to fpend and be fpent for the great Name's 
fake. 

In the fjiring of the year 1784, fhe appears to 
have been engaged in a vifit to the meetings and 
fome families of friends, in Norfolk, and to divers 
other meetings, as fhe proceeded to the yearly meeting 
at London. Of this religious engagement, no regular 
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accounts of her own, have been difcovered $ the 
following are the material parts of all that have been 
colleAed from her letters. 

<« We had nine meetings laft week, at 

eight different places, beCde private opportunities 
m families, which we durft not avoid *, finding the 
declenfion to be fo great in almoft every one, where 
we have come, and fo few who feem to know it, 
that we are ready to fay. For Zion's fake we cannot 
reft nor hold our peace, till at leaft they are inform- 
ed of their ftate." " We attended their week 

day meeting at this place, with which we were well 
fatisfied, it being a time of much inftruAion, how- 
ever to my mind -, finding by a degree of living ex- 
perience, that there is indeed a Minifter of minif- 
ters,. on whom we have great caufe to wait to be 
inftruAed ourfelves, in our private, as well as pub- 
lic duty } that, in all things, we may approve our- 
feves obedient fervants, and good examples to the 
flock. It was my lot to fit in filence, viewing the 
great, and almoft general infenfibility to true re- 
ligion'" 

«< We have not only travelled hard, but 

found much work at places where we have coine, 
finding it rather more than ufual in the line of our 
duty, to bear a teftimony, not only to the truth, 
but againft the numerous evils and inconfiftencies, 
which have generally overfpread the profefibrs in 
thefe parts ^ and as our peace much depends, In our 
paffing along, in being honeft, and fpeakmg the truth 
without parables, we have been enabled, pretty to- 
lerably, to difcharge oiu: duty, and to ihew theia 
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liow :far they arc from ^rtat tbcy pretenel t©^ be j 
though 'tis hard work, and wc find that the' more 
abundantly we manifeft our le?e hi this way^ 
the ieis ^e are loved tiy many ilrho have heennfed 
to fmooth thing»y and have fou^t to make the 
trttth cconform tOxthem, inftead of thiir conduct 
6eing brought to^ and regulated by the truth. So 
xhat hideed many are blmd in error, and thofe thatt 
itCf vriil not exert themfelvesto fearch their ovm 
•houieS) and remove the inconfiftencies that are in 
ihem. A mournfill profpc€t appears in thefe, as 
well as many other parts ; no likelihood of a feccef- 
•fion in the truth, and even the prefent ftandard-bear- 
Trs ready to faint. Under thefe imp? effions, we feck 
•not great things for ourfelvcs, but rather arc difpof- 
5cd to confider it a favour, (great enough for us to 
«xpeft) if we have our lives for a prey, from one 
{4ace to another. 

" We have little expe£)!ation, that in any fittings, 
vur minds win get above the fpirits of this people ^ 
%ad till that ftrength arifes which puts the ^rmie^ 
of aliens to flight, I.truft our lips will be fealed, aod 
Wie content therewkh ; for indeed, k is not an eafy 
taik to minifter to this degenerate age, who think 
they know aU things, and, like the magicians in 
£gypt, can account for all the works of the divine 
band : but what a favour k is, that there is ftill ex*^ 
tended to us as a people, that power which con- 
fioonds the wifdom of thefe, and brings to nought 
(heir great un4erftanding.'* 

— — — " We have been much engaged the few 
4ays we have ftaid nt Norwich. It has been to bur 
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sninds a luferingtimc, during our-ftay in that place | 
but thon^ ire ^have mourned, and perhaps rather 
murmured at times, yet we have great caufe to be 
fheankftil f6r.4he help wfaecewidi, in infinite kind* 
ne6, we htf^e ^ea he^d. It is a day of great 
d^boaragettMSkit, "and I thiidc S was never meir^ 
ready ^o lay down my armour, than \m £lence this 
day at meeting. Thcfituation of mind I was in, I 
Ibund tended to humtiie and reduce the cveature ; 
and as mfy fotfl was 'hungry, ^ven the Wttcr food I 
partook of, became iwect, and I few the profit of 
thefc Teafei^/' 

I — ^ We licft Worwich on feventh day, were 

lA Y»meuth on firft, Pakefield on iecond, Bedes 
tm third, Lelfton fourth, and Woodbridge to day^ 
where, as at fame o^ber places, we fat in mournful,^ 
but I truft infiruAive filencc. What faHs at times 
to our lots in meetings, and fcmetimes in convcrfa- 
tions out of them, feems much like puTlihg >dowi» 
old houfes, and we are often afraid of being choak- 
ed in the duft 5 for indeed moft of the boiidings we 
fee are pmifuily Aipetlicial, and our little labour 
has been ^deeply diftrefling v fo that the language of 
my iieart ^ktn is, '« Who hath beiicved our re.^ 
pei't r* but t am thankful in feeling the burden de^ 
. Cretfing, «is ou» work ikems clofing.*^ 



• In the year following flie felt a religious concern to 
Join her friend "Rebecca Jones, on a vifit to the meet- 
ings of friends in Ireland, &c. and hating laid the 
fame before the monthly meeting, whh the appro- 
bation 4hereoif, and the concurrence of the quarterly 
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meeting, fiie fet forward on this journey in the 7th 
month, 1785. Of tliis viiit there is preferved a fhort 
journal written by herfelf, which is as follows. 

« I left home the 13th of 7th month 1785, and- 
fpent two nights, at York, in order to allow a com•^ 
fortable opportunity of taking a fblid and affe£Uon- 
ate leave of my connections there ; and on the isth, 
went with my hufband to Bradford, where, next 
day, I parted with him, he returning to York, and 
I proceeding with my coufin W* M. (who was to ac- 
company me to Ireland) for Manchefter. 

'* We ftaid there the next day, being the firft of 
the week, and I was at both their meetings j which 
favoured to my mind of that righteouihefs and wif- 
dom of man, which never can work the righteouf- 
nefs of God nor favour the things that pertain 
to His kingdom. 

<< But there is a precious fuffering feed in that 
place, to which my fpirit was renewedly united in 
the covenant of light and life. On fecond day we 
went, with many friends, down the water to War- 
rington, where, on the 19th viras held their month- 
ly meeting, which I felt moft eafy to attend, though I 
might thereby mifs an opportunity of croffing the 
water, fo early as I otherwife might choofe ; and I 
was comfortably fatisfied with this little dedication 
by the way. I went that evening to Liverpool, and 
waited till 6th day for a fuitable wind for failing. 
During this-time, was their week day meeting, and 
my fpirit was there deeply erercifed, on account of 
fomc who were fubftituting their own righteoufnefs 
for the righteoufnefs* of God, which is inherited in 
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pure hithf in the virtue and power of Chat creative 
Word, by which all things were made, that were 
made in the fpiritual creation^ and by which^ 
through the reduction of the natural will and wif- 
dom of men, they can no more worihip the work 
of their own hands : and in the ftrength with which 
my fpirit was renewedly fupplied, I attempted to ex- 
prefs fomewhat on this fubjeA, for which I felt 
peace. We next day emharked for Dublin, in the 
Hawke packet, and had a very tedious and diftref- 
iing voyage, being uncomfortably detained, in part 
for want of wind, and in part by its being contrary ; 
the latter occafioning us tp put into the Ifle of Man, 
where we ftaid two nights, and found a very courte- 
ous and hofpitable reception from the inhabitants* 
My mind was attached to them, in the fecret effii- 
fion of gofpel love, but feeling abundant weakneis 
in myfelf, and wanting that united exercife which 
is received by fellow labourers, I did not perceive it 
to be my woe if I jhreached not the gofpel ; and 
therefore, in an Jiumble truft that the great Shep-« 
herd of Ifrael would fend more fuitable fervants for 
that work in that ifle, and not put my 6miffion in 
the balance againft me, I embarked again with the 
reft of our company, fave one, whom we left deacf 
on the ifland. Being out longer than we expeAed, 
by two days, our provifions were exhaufted; and 
though through divine proteftion we did not fuffer 
much from want, yet it was a favour gratefully to 
be commemorated, that we were enabled through 
fome difficulty to land when we did ; which, with 
the inftru£Uon conveyed to my mind, under deep 
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diTcouragemeiit, and doTe fearcking of heart, whea 
alll homan confolations ftood afar off, afi^ded hum* 
Ue catife to believe, that thb'tiytng difjpenfation was 
faitended as a necefiary baptifm of tny fpirit into the 
fervice before -me *. On our landing, I foon met 

* A more particular aecotmt of this voyage, with fe* 
vcral additional inftrudive remarks, are contained in 
the following fcleAions from her letters.——" It is 
very unezpedted to me to write from this port ; but fo 
little do we know what, in the courfe of divine wifdom, 
Aatl fidl to our k>t, that every encteaife o£ experience 
Qonvincestxs, .there is no faler or eaifier Gtuation of mind, 
than a dailff dependanoe -ox^ and quiet re%nation to. 
Him who knows what is beft for us, and what will tend 
moft tp His own honour. We failed laft fixth day from 
Liverpool, having go^ there on third, hut the wind not 
being 'Very fair when we fct out, and turning -more 
agaixift us afterwards, XM!cafionei n tiioiiEbleibmt and 
wca>ifi>a(ie ipaflage thus rfar, mot only b^ comrary wkidi^ 
and ievere ficknofs, hut by the almoft intolerable fiencb 
^sid fu£Focating clofenefs of our cabin and lodgings, 
and the con^nual widced, obfcene, converfatien of our 
paflengers, who are feventy in number. Sometimes, 1 
was :a£casd .it imiid owiBome one, %oth in body and 
mind; when Ttccalling Xo my leiciembnance the poor 
Negroes, (who, added, to what I have mentioned* in a 
far worfe degree, are chained together, under the load 
df that anguifh naturally attendant on a forced fepara- 
tion ^om ^e nea? efl comie6)!ons in Ufe, and with the 
profpe^ of perpetual bondage under oru^l ta&mafters) 
my fmaU triak ui this Hue, and indeed in^very other, 
diminifhed in my view ; and the multitude of WefEngSj 
in infinite mercy, fhowered down, fo crowded in their 
place, that at times, inftead of repining, I faw abun- 
dant caufe to enquire, " what am I,, that thou art thus 
mindful of m^, and what ihali I render unto theei" 
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with our honouraUe friend Samuel Emlcn, wboib 
animatmg company and fis^therly kiudnefs, grea^ 
levired jsxe, and hdped me to Uv9C the things 

We put in at' the Ifle of Man, and were hofpitably re- 
ceived by the inhabitants, whofe engaging fimpliciQr, 
and religious zeal, have attached my mind to them. I am 
fincercly defirous that if I do nothing for the truth, I 
nay do iiothing againft it.; and when I look thus, I 
feel a comfortable belie(^ ^aX even this care (ball tend 
to the juctherance of thejgofpely and that it will .fpme* 
what open -the way for future fcrvice in this place } for 
if the fenfe that attends my mind be right, when the 
feet of the meffengprs are piore envinently turned into 
the way of the Gentiles, to Pul and Lud, &c. and to 
Ae ifles afar oflF, this little place will 4iot be fpigot, Itut 
offerings will be brought here to the mountain of the 
Lord's holinefsi, and His glory fliall brcak.forth.'* 

— p-r-^" I am fafe arrived in this land, and have 
humbly to commemorate divine protedlion, and fecret 
fupporting goodnefs in my paffage hither. The wayj 
of the Moll High remain to be ways of wond^rs^ 
gnd his a£ts .are paft finding out ; neverthelefs, he HiU 
rcvcaleth fccrets, as he did unto Abraham, when a de- 
gree of the fame faithfulnefs is, through His humbling 
power, attained to ; and without it, iiow little do we 
know, even when we think we know npioft ? Neifer did 
I fp fenlibly .enjoy the bofom of the church, which^ | 
may humbly acknowledge, was cordial to receive me f 
but how much more excellent is that pure faith, which 
reveals itfelf when all human confolations iland afar 
off, and .by centreing our fpirits therein, wonderfully 
convinces ns, that it is the ** fubftance of things hoped 
for, the evidence of things not feen.'* 

■ » ^ * * I feel myfelf much recovered jfrom fatigue, 
and have gratefully to commemorate divine protedtion^ 
and fecret fuftaining help, when the feeble efforts of 
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that arc behind, and to prcfs forward in profpeft 
to a degree of humble dedication to the renewed 
pointings of duty. My beloved friend R. J. with 
G. Dillwyn and wife, having performed a family 
vifit to friends in Dublin, were gone to Ballitore, 
where they found a fimilar engagement to that in 
which they had been employed ; and when I reach- 
ed them, they had nearly finifhed, and were almoft 
ready to proceed. In a few days we accordingly 
fct forward together, viz. G. D. R. J. and myfelf ; 
our profpeAs comfortably correfponding one with 

bodily ftrength and natural fortitude, feemed ' unequal 
to render mc that fupport, which one grain of living 
£uth affords. Oh ! what abundant reafon we have, 
not to trufl *in ourfelves, but in Him who died for us, 
to whofe death, if we are not conformable, we cannot 
fully experience the prevailing power of eternal life.'* 

— " I truft the probation my fpirit experienced 
in our paiTage here, will not prove ^together an unpro- 
fitable difpenfation, on entering a fervice, the right per- 
formance whereof depends on our being baptized 
enough, and Weaned enough; fo that whatever is brought 
forth may be of the new creation, uriconnedled vdth all 
old heavens, and old earth. And indeed I may fay 
that, before I left home, though my mind was much 
ftripped and tried, I' often fufpedled whether I had 
fiilly partaken of the neceflary cup of fuffering, pre- 
paratory to fuch an undertaking as the prefent; and 
' believed I fhould have a trying baptifm to pafs 
through before I entered upon it; though I now 
have no doubt but my movings this way, were in the 
right time. It is an unfpeakable blefling to meet with 
the crucifying power of truth by the way ; and the dc- 
fire of my heart often is, to be more and more in love 
therewith.*' 
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another, we cheerfully concurred therewith^ to tra- 
tel in company. On the 4th day following we wetit 
to Chriftians Towo, and in the evening vifited a 
family of youi^^ople, one of whom was in a de- 
clining fiate of health ; to whom, with the reft, in- 
ftni&ion and encouragement were handed, to prefer 
the hamfoling difpenfations of infinite wifdom, to all 
temporal gratifications. We then returned to our 
lodgings, and fat with the family ; where my belov- 
ed companion was enabled, in awful fupplication, to 
breathe for continued fupport, and prefervation in 
the path of obedience ; which comfortably cement- 
ed our fpirits together. Next day we went to Rath- 
angan, wher« we had to travail for the arifings of 
pure life, under the difcouraging apprehenfion of 
its bebg very low in that place ; but infinite kind- 
nefs vouchfafed to own the deep exercife, and gra- 
cioufly fent forth His light and truth, whereby the 
way to His holy hill was opened in the demonftra- 
tion of the fpirit and power, and the meeting end- 
ed under an humbling commemoration of his good- 
nefs. In the evening we went to New Park, and 
Jiext morning to the meeting at TimahOa, which 
was fmall, and the public fervice rather laborious, 
becaufe of the unfitnefs of many of the profeflbrs 
to receive fpiritual things. In the afternoon we 
went tp Profperous, a new fettled town, where there 
are no members of our religious fociety. We had 9 
meeting there much to. the fatisfa£lion of vifitors 
and vifited j the people behaved well, and we had 
reafon * to believe, by the ownings of truth, that 
there is a precious feed there. We went to New 
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Park zgaaitfto fodge, and in the moniing fat with 
the family and others then preieat, and fome profr- 
table counfel opened. From thence we went to 
Edenderry ; and next day, being the firft of the weeb, 
we ftaid, and were at their owi^ meeting, their 
Reparative meeting, a public meeting in the afteii- 
nooAy and in the evening fat with their miniftei^ 
' and* elders ; at all which, merciful help was near 
■itt the needful time, and envied to difehargfe 
our feveral duties in fimpHcity, for which the rei»- 
wa^d of peace and quietude was not withheld. 
On fecond day the 8th of Sth months we came to 
Oldcaftle^ and were at their meeting next day, 
where many people not of our fbciety attended ; 
amongft whom there was opennef^ to labour. Af^er 
meeting we ftaid with thofe few in profeffion with 
us, when their low eftate was felt, fympathizcd with, 
and counfel flowed thereto. 

On 4th day we went to Cootehill, where are verjr 
few friends ; they are in a poor Shattered fitUatioA 
as to the life of religion, and fcarce able to keep uj> 
their meetings. Many of the town'^ people cami; 
to the ideeting, and it Was a folid favoured op^f- 
eunity y and a comfortable belief attended our miiidii, 
that there is a pretiou^ feed in that place ; but the 
ptokffors of truljh are ftumbling blocks* W^ fal 
dowh with them felefl: at the conclufion of thfc 
meedng, and found it ex^rcifing work to vifit thfc 
(bed in them, but were enaU^df honeflly to diichargfc 
our fisveral dudes *. From thence we yn^ent tb 

♦ In a letter dated the.ncist day,»{he writes : « Through 
divine fupport, mercifully vouchfafed from day to day, 
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Caftkihsiney a place very like Cootekill; and. in* the 
evening after the meeting there, reache^l Grange, 

near Charlemount> and lodged at the houfe of 

a viiited young man, who, with- two others in hie 
family,r alKird a cotofnrtobk prolpeA. of a revival* of 
ancient iknpUcity, and right zeal in that place. 
Oar fpiritsr were nearly united to them, and the 
ftz^ms df encouraging counfei flowed freely' for 
fh&r refirefhoient and^ ftrengt^. We were at their 
meeting next day, being the firft of the week, 
which was a fiiff^ring time 'y and in the Evening, had 
avery larg^ and* faCisfaAoFy meeting of the country 
people nctt in profeffion with- us^ who behaved well, 
and in many, of whom the witneffT of truth was 
raifed. Next day we proceeded to go round Louglv- 
Neagh, by taking Toberhead, Coleraini Ballynacreie, 
Ballimena, Grange, and Antrim; art all which 
places, we had deeply to lament the low declined 
Aateof the profeflbrs of truths not only as to numbers, 
but in a departure from the precious, prefervtng, 
principle of light and life ; whereby the living meni* 
bers of the church are kept in their lots, and ei>- 
abled to ftand with firmneft^ as » cky fet on a hillj 

we ha^c been e&abled to difcharge the miflions commit- 
ted, fo as to leave each place witH a good degree of 
peace. Indeed it is a relfeving confideration, under thfe 
difccmragements that poor tnrvellers often meet with, 
that the work is not ours, and that an inftrument has 
oaly tb be paflive in the hand of ^ him that ufeth it, 
leaving its • profperity, and the honour of the caufe, to 
the aU fufiiciency of the divine arm,, which can work 
with us or without us.*^ ^ 
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to the praife of His grace who hath called them out 
of the world, into His marvellous light. The coun- 
try people coming in at the aforeiaid placesj tended 
to the more free circulation of life, wherein the 
fpring of gofpel miniftry was fometimes opened \ 
but it was my lot to pafs along in gloomy fufiering, 
and, at times, inftruftive filence. After meet- 
ing at Antrim, the aift of Sth month, being met 
by a friend and his wife,. we returned home with 
them, and refted next day ; on the evening of 
vHliich my dear hu(band came to us from England, 
and after ftaying in the neighbourhood where we 
were, and falling in at divers meetings for difcip- 
line with us, he went to Clonmel, and ftaid till we 
came near that place before we faw him again. On 
the 23d we went to Newtown, and next day had a 
meeting with the few friends there. The know- 
ledge and virtue of true religion feemed very low 
amongft them, and it was hard work, by deep 
and fecret exerciie, to minifter to the pure life. 
From hence we returned to Lifburn, and attended 
their monthly meeting, wherein a little ftrength 
ieemed given me for fome public labour ; 'but my 
dear companions were iilently baptized under a 
concern to viHt the families of friends in that place, 
though the time did not appear to be then come. 
After being at Hilliborough, Lurgan, Ballyhagani, 
Moyallen, and Ballinderry meetings, we returned to 
Lifburn, and in about a week performed the fervice; 
the Minifter of minifters being near tahand forth 
in the needful time (often after long fuffering iileace) 
fuitable inftruAion and confolation to the vLGted. 
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Great indifference and infenfiWlity, as to the Icnow- 
kdge of the Lord's dealings with Hispeopk, prevail 
in that place, though a little tried remnant dwell 
amongft them *• At the clofe of this vifit, came on 
the quarterly meeting at Ballinderry for the pro- 
vince of Ulfter, which was rather a low fuffering tim^. 
Here we met with oar friend ZlacharisJi Dicks from 
North Carolina^ who was come over on a religious 
vi£t to this land, and who was in fome e:spe£lat]on 

of our companion G. D joining him ; but not 

feeling releafed one froxn another in the fervice 
wharcin we were joined, it was judged moft pru- 
dent to wait for the openings of truth, as much in 
our reparation^ as we had endeavoured to attend to 

* The following is ettra<5led from a letter bearing 
date the ift of 9th month, 1785. " Such is the ftateof 
our fociety in thefe parts, as well as in divers places in 
our land, that it is hard dragging along for poor travel- 
lers ; the prevailing death is ready to (wallow them up, 
and fo put a ftop to all circulation of life. Well ! droop- 
ing as our fpirits often are, we have no where elfe to go 
but to the fountain, which is, at times, when faith and 
patience are at the loweft ebb, unexpe<ftedly opened for our 
renewed refrefhment, and encouragement to truft a little 
longer. Here are, notwithftanding, in the North of this 
nation where we have been, a few beautiful plants 
amongil the young and younger men, whofe roots are, 
I truft, deepening in the heavenly foil ; but in the prof- 
pcft of their future trials, if they are faithful, I am al- 
moft ready to tremble, there is fuch a hoft of oppofition 
for them to prefs through, in reviving the purity of the 
gofpeL We are nearly united to them, and to find 
diem was like meeting with near kindred. 
F 
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them in joining. Wc kft this Province pretty di# 
Tc&Lj after th^ quarterly meetings and fct off to- 
wards Dublin, taking Rathfriland meeting in our 
way, to which many town's people came, and it was 
a large and favoured meeting. We reached Dublin 
the 1 5th of 9th month, where we ftaid near a week) 
and fat feveral meetings, under great opprefBon and 
difcouragement of mind, and without much relief 
faw an opening to leave the place and go to Tima- 
hoe. Here we vifited their families and^had peace 
therein. From thence wc fet off for Edenderry; 
and going by way of Rathangan, an opening which 
had been put by when we were there before, of 
having a public meeting amongft the town's people, 
prefented again ; and we had caufe to admire, how 
providentially we were caft in the way of performing 
fuch pointings of duty, as had been, more from 
diffidence than a rebellious mind, pafled over. Here 
we ftaid over firft day, and had a large crowded 
meeting in the evening, which was confiderably 
difturbed by fome rude people in liquor, but divers 
were very folid, and it ended well. From Rathan- 
gan we purfued oar journey to Edenderry, Tulla- 
more. Moat, Ballimurry, Birr*, KiUconnenmore, 

* From this place, flie writes as follows : ** Gloomy 
is the profpe<fl that opens in many places, and yet, by 
getting low enough, we fometimes find to our refrcfli- 
ment, that there is, in mod places, a hidden fuffering 
feed, with which we have fympathized, and iii the ex- 
tendings of renewed ftrength, been led to vifit, though 
it is but little known or valued by the eafy carnally 
minded profefFors ; and I have fometimes thought, that 
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and Rofcrca ; in all which a degree of painful exer- 
cife was our lot, under the feeling fenfe of the gene- 
ral departure of the profeflbrs of truth, from that 
ancient, righteous zeal and primitive fimplicity, which 
the people of God who walked f^aithftilly before 
Him, were, in all ages, confpicuou^ for. But He 
who never faid to the wreftling feed of Jacob, « feck 
ye my face in vain,'* gracioufly condefcended to re- 
ward the travail of our fpirits, by arifing for His 
own name's fake, and giving^ ftrength to lift the 
ftandard of righteoufnefs^ and furnifhing with an in- 
vitation to the youth to repair to it, and fo inherit 
the blefled effefts thereof. 

We went to Limerick from Rofcrea, and ftaid 
there over firft and fecond days. The public meet- 
ings were low, diftreiBng opportunities, and little 
ability to labour amongft that people, who feem 
much under the influence of the god of this world : 
but on firft day evening, a number of youth being 
prefent at T. M's and a few honeft-hearted friends 
more advanced in years, we had a very favoured fea- 
fon of retirement, and the ftreams of love and life, 
through inftrud^ive, confolating miniftry, ran 
freely. On third day we left Limerick for Yough- 
all ; my mind was dipped into a fenfe of my own 
weaknefs, and great difcouragement and difmay fur- 

if our coming anfwers no other end than to ftrengthen 
a few, weak hands, and be inftrumental in reviving 
the hope of the humble, tried children in the family, 
it will be enough, though the reward to otirfelves may 
be but finalL" 

F a 

160095 
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rounded me. I faw the neceflity of an encreafing 
labour to dwell near the pure gift in myfclf, which I 
have ever found to be the moft efieAual prcfcrvati- 
on, in the conflicting work of purification and faith- 
fulnefs in more public fervice y for when it reduces 
the mind, and brings it down as into the bottom of 
Jordan, it likewife ftays the billows thereof by pure 
faith, and fuccours by the incomes of patience, 
whereby every divine difpenfation is rendered profit- 
able, and every bitter thing fweet ; centring tis out 
of the reach of flefhy confidence, in that ftate of 
abafednefs to which divine compaffion is moft emi- 
nently extended. We lodged one night at an inn, 
and on fourth day reached Toughall, where, on 
fifth, we had two large and favoured meetings. 
Next day we got to Springmount near Cork, to the 
houfe of our dear and honourable friend S. N. 
Here I heard of the deceafe of our beloved friend, 
Robert Walker, who departed this life at Totten- 
ham, near London, after having paid an acceptable 
religious vifit to friends of that city and its neigh- 
bourhood. He was a man who having pafiicd 
through deep baptifms of ipirit, in preparation for 
the work of the miniftry, became eminent therein. 
The multitude could not judge, neither did they 
know, his frequent, fuffering defcendings with the 
feed, when crucified in the hearts of the people, as 
in the ftreets of fpiritual Sodom and Egypt ; and 
confidcring himfelf as an unworthy minifter thereto, 
he was clothed with refignation to the difpenfation 
of the day. Great was his induftry, and yet many 
were the trials of his fakh for the fupply of tempo- 
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ral things. Though unadorned with human litcra- 
turcj, he was inftruAed in the fchool of Chrift, as a 
good Scribe to whom was committed the knowledge 
of the myfteries of the kingdom, wherein all necef- 
(ary accompliihments wece acquired, and difplayed 
in gofpid fimpUcity, 

Since my coming into this Province, the fubjeft 
which has for fome time been under my confideration, 
of fettling in thefe parts, has often prefcntcd to my 
mind ; with an anxious defire, that the moft endear- 
ed companion of my life, may, with myfelf, be kept 
fingle in all our views, and refigned in our fpirits to 
whatever infinite wifdom fees meet to do with us ; 
that the way before us, though it be flrait and 
narrow, may not be made more difficult, by any 
willings and runnings of our own. I am often 
afraid of myfelf in this refpeft 5 I feel, when unfup- 
ported by beft help, a partial attachment to my na- 
tive land 5 and to part with my connexions, and 
fome to whom I am clofely united in fpirit, at" 
times appears hard : but even on this footing, I find 
a counterpoifing weight on my hufband's ' fide, who 
has alfo valuable relations, and many friends in the 
beft fenfe, with temporal concerns and conveniencies 
more fuitable than elfewhere. Oh then, may divine 
counfel influence our fpirits, in the confideration, and 
^determination of this important ftep I Thou knowefl: 
O Lord ! the fervency and exercifc of my fpirit here- 
in ; thou knoweft, that, above all things I wifli to 
ferye thee, with the dedication of all that I have, when 
thou calleft for it ; and as by thy power only, an holy 
compliance is wrought; O withhold it not in the 

F3 
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needful time i Suffer not our feet to Aide from the 
ancient foundation, but with the right arm of thy 
ftrength, enable us to make war in righteoufnefs,, in 
the lot thou affigneft ! O ihew us the lot I Suffer us 
not to wander in the dark, but be thou gracioufly 
pleafed fpiritually to lead us, by the cloud and pillar 
of fire, certain tokens of thy holy approbation of the 
way that we take ! 

At Cork we ftaid, (except going one day to 
Bandon, and returning the next) eleven days, and 
attended nine meetings^ and many private opportu- 
nities in friend's families, where couufel and encour- 
agement often unexpe£ledjy opened ; which were 
miniftered under the precious influence of divine 
love and life ; wherein the fpirits of a remnant were 
cemented together, in a degree of holy fellowlhip, 
and an exercife generally prevailed to help one ano- 
ther forward in the new and living way ; which in 
manv places lies much unoccupied, the travellers hav- 
ing got into paths fo widely different, that it is fome- 
tlmes difficult to find it, and when found, fo to 
believe in its reOitude, as to make ftraight fteps 
therein* 

During my ftay in and about Cork, I had fre- 
quent occafions humbly to comoiemorate the wif- 
dom, mercy, apd power, of our gracious Helper, 
who, in a time of deep humiliation and adverfity, 
fuftained my poor toiled foul j and, by a portion of 
that holy faith which I knew to be his own immedi- 
ate gift, gave me to fee his all-fufficiency, and my 
.own nothingnefsj and after melting all that was 
within me^ by his humbling difpenfations, faw meet 
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again to renew his image upon my heart, and to 
caufe me to experience more largely the work of the 
new creation, and the ncceffity of ever abiding in 
bwlinefs of liiind, and treading the courts of tkc 
Lord with holinefs and fear. O! faid my foul, 
withhold not from me whatever hath this tendency ; 
let the voice of the Holy One go forth, which faith, 
« cut down the tree,'* rather than it fhould over- 
fpread, and bring forth fruit, to diflionour the 
great and excellent Name: neverthelefs, may that 
which is pure be faftened, as with a band of iron in 
the tender grafs of the field, that fo, humility and 
fimj^city may fprilig, and more loudly ackiiowledge, 
that the Moft High reigns in the kingdoms of men, 
and giveth of his own precious gifts and favours to 
whod^oever he will. 

We went from Cork to the houfe of a friend 
who, for {omt months paft, has been in a low de- 
jeft^ ftate of mind \ and in the evening my dear 
companion R. J« was dipt into his iituationt and her 
mdiith was opened in living counfel and encourage- 
ment, which for a time feemed to revive him. Here 
I met with my dear hufband, to our mutual confola- 
tion; and from hence, after attending a meeting 
next day at Garryroan, which was rather a low 
time, we went to Clonmel to- our mother's there, 
and refted one day before the quarterly meeting for 
Muhfter province came on.. Our minds were mea- 
fbrably baptized for the approaching folemnity, par- 
ticularly that of my beloved friend R. J. who with 
dear G. D. had good fervicej and the meetings, 
F 4 - •' 
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though laborious^ were eminently owned with the 
exteniioQ of divine good, and friends were renew- 
edly encouraged to faithfubiefs in their refpe^tive lots. 
I fat all the meetings filently^ not without a fellow- 
feeling and travail with thofe engaged in turning the 
battle to the gate; but my fpirit was fo clothed 
with the garment of mounung, and the fenie of my 
own infufficiency, that I was ready to fay, with the 
Prophet, " I will fpcak no more in Thy Name." Yet 
to be preierved in a fiate of patient exercife, and in 
reCgnatlon to what might be the allotted portion of 
fuffering in this day of trial, was the fervent de- 
fire of my mind» In this frame, I have often known 
the moft feniible incomes of holy help, and been 
more enabled from thence to bring up ftones of me- 
morial, than when the travail of my foul has been 
more ihallow, and the ftreams of the miniftry have 
lain nearer the furface of the people's fpirits i and 
O ! that, in all feafons of proving, I may never 
fhruik from under tha^ mtournful covering, till the 
fenfe of what I am, and a degree of living faith 
in the immediate teachmgs of divine wifdom, are not 
only raifed, but prevail in my heart; that fo, the 
creature, its wifdom and activity, may die daily, 
under tl^at Power which crucifies all that is of the 
fleih, and.fandlifies throughout. After the quarter- 
ly meeting was over, we w€;re moft eafy to fit with 
the friends of that particular meeting ; where I felt 
an opennefs for fome religious communication j and 
it was a clofe, but favoured time ; neverthelefsa degree 
of fadnefs remained with me. After this meeting 
was over, and partaking of a cup of heavenly con- 



] 



SARAH G R U B B. 105 

folation in the family of a relation, we went down 
to Anner Mills that night, and next day fet off for 
Dublin, in order to attend the half year's meeting, 
held in the eleventh month. It was rather a low 
time, but holy help was near (according to ancient 
declaration) to the Poor in Spirit,, the exercifed ^ 
wreftling feed, of which, through preiecving good« 
nefs, there is a remnant in this land ; with whole 
tribulated path I have often been dipped Into near 
fympathy, and was renewedly fb at this time : never- 
thele&,* we had unitedly to believe^' that if fome 
of thefe periifted in unfaithfulnefs -ta the manifefta- 
tions of duty, concerning their religious, fervices, 
they were in danger of occafioning to themfelves 
foch a wildernefs travel, as might prove y^ry diffi-* 
cult .for them to be delivered from. Thefe were 
fervently and hoiieftly laboured with, « to offer to 
the Lord the facrifice of thankfgiving, and to pay all 
their vow&;" that fo, a generation might be raifed up 
more zealous for the honour and promulgation of 
the great Name, than many of later times have been.- 
My mind was greatly deprefled in this xityj and I 
found it conduce to my fafety, to weigh well what I 
apprehended to be the motions of truth. The meet- 
ings were large, and my beloved companions being 
not only better qualified* for fcrvke therein, but 
coming from fo diftanta part of the world as Pen- 
fylvania in America, and there being little or no 
profpeft of their ever having another opportunity, of 
fo fully relieving their minds to friends in this land, 
I fought for obfcurity : which is always moft dcilra- 
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ble to my own inind» knowing that fafety attends it ; 
and that it requires deep baptifins, and a clofe dwel- 
ibg with the gift, rightly to minifter life, and vifit 
the feed in large mixed congregations. Without an 
extraordinary degree of thefe, it feldom happens 
that the appearances of thofe who are young in ex* 
perience, afford fatisfa£lion to the tme church of 
Chrift, or that they reap the reward of (olid inftruc- 
tive peace in their own minds; and often feeling 
that I am one of thefe, the prayer of my fpirit has 
been, that I may be kept under the humbling fenfe 
thereof, apd be preferved from burdening the liv-» 
ing by being too ihallow in my fpirit, or fpreading 
too much into firuitlefs branches } that fo, the great 
and excellent caufe of truth may never be di/ho* 
noured by or through me* Infinite wifdom is, ne- 
verthelefs, to direA and go before us, in the Ibe 
of His own appointment : and under an apprehenfi-* 
on of the puttings forth of the heavenly Shepherd^ 
I ventured to ftep forward in two large meetings ^ 
and through his fuftaining goodnpfs, I was enabled 
to relieve my own mind in a good degree; for 
which with many gracious affiftances, from time ta 
time difpenfed, may my foul bow in humble gratis 
tude and awful fear, through the continued ftagea 
of xpy tried pilgrimage. My dear friends R. J. and 
G. D. had great and good fervice in the courfe of 
thefe meetings ; and R. J. feeling an engagement to 
have a meeting with the tiromen friends, (none bc- 
ing^held for difcipline for them at that feafon of the 
year) after laying it before friends, it was cheerfully 
complied with| and a folid profitable meetingit proved. 
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R, J. and my felf, feeling fomcthmg more than a free- 
dom to>£it.with a committee of men friends, appoint- 
ed by the national nxeet4ng to conilder the flate of 
ibci^y and . complying with it, we were enabled to 
feel with friends thereon, and to lay down our ref- 
peftive burdens. The evening preceding our leav- 
ing the city, and-after the meetings were over, many 
friends being coUeded at our lodgings, we had a 
refrefhing^ inftruftive, opportunity of retirement; 
wherein counfel and encouragement were minifter- 
ed, and friends parted under a living fenfe of the ex- 
teniion of divine favour to His diurch ^nd family. 
Next day we went to Baltiboys, a very poor fmall 
meeting ; after which we proceeded about five miles 
further, intending next morning to fet off for 
Mountmellick ; but when all was ready for our de- 
parture, a hefitation fprang, and fpread, refpefting 
the propriety of our purfuing the intended plan ; 
and the more it was looked at, the more clearly it 
appeared beft to fit with the few friends feleft, there 
having been many not of our profeffion at meeting 
the day before. One of our guides, therefore, 
kindly undertook to colleft the members of that 
meeting together; which was done, and we had 
no caufe to repent our ftay, but were rather encour- 
aged to truft in future to the turnings of the fpiri- 
tual guide, who requires that we ihould be follow- 
ers, and not leaders, if we purfue the path of true 
peace. Inftead of going to Mountmellick from Bal- 
tiboys, we went to Ballitorc that night, and next 
day to Athy meeting ; then to Mountmellick, 
AIoDtratlji^ Knockballymahcr, .Ballynakill, and to 
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Carlow to the quarterly meeting for Lemfter Pro* 
vince held there. It was a remarkably low time> 
and the minds of many were baptized into a feeling 
fenfe of the coolnefs and indifferency, that prevails 
amongft the profeffors of truth in thcfe parts, and 
filent faduefs was much our lot* Intending from 
hence for Waterford, and the counties of Wexford 
and Wicklow, we firft paid a vifit to the little meet- 
ing at Caftledermot 5 it was fmall, but divine good- 
nefe was near* My mind, in time of filence, was 
comfortably gathered from fome buflfetings, doubt- 
ings, and difmay; and the language of the apoftle 
fweetly paflcd through, and fettled me in an hum- 
ble confidence and calm; be patient, eftabliOi 
your hearts, for the day of the Lord draweth nigh* 
We returned to Carlow and next day attended 
their week day meeting; after which we went ta 
Ballydarton belonging to Kilconner meeting, which 
I was prevented from attending by a pain in my head 
and teeth ; but was enabled to proceed with my com- 
panions to Rofs next day, where growing worfe, they 
were under the neceffity of leaving me, after they had 
fat with the few friends there,^ in order to attend the 
firft day meetings at Waterford j where my huiband 
and divers of our relations from Clonmel came ta 
meet tis. My R. G, came to me^^ and was a truly ac- 
ceptable gueft, my mind having funk, and my ftrength 
feeming to be exhaufted with the pain* I was fa 
much relieved as to be able to go next day to Water-* . 
ford, to rejoin my beloved friends R. J, and G. D% 
wbofe company and fervices have been, through the 
ccurfc of this journ^y^ inflruftive and ftrengthcoing 
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to mj often doubting mind. When through the 
defcending of heavenly ▼irtuCy my fjnrit has been ce-- 
mented with theirs, and in the nnity and covenant 
of life, an harmonious exercife has prevailed in me, 
either in public or in fecret, I have had renewedly 
to admire the gracious condefcenfion of our holy 
Head and High Prieft, in anointing, in any degree, 
for a work fo great and awful, and leading into this 
excellent fellQwfbip. At Waterford we ftaid their 
week day meeting on third day, which was a favour* 
ed time ; and after having likewife divers comforta- 
ble religious opportunities with friends of that place, 
(there being a quickened remnant growing in the 
fpiritual life) we took leave (^ them under a preci« 
ous fenfe of divine fuperintending care, and went to 
Foreft, Cooladine^ Randal's Mills, Ballinclay, Balli- 
cane and Wicklowf and found an honeft-hearted fet 
of friends^ who are preforved in a good degree of 
confiftency with the principles we profefs : yet there 
are others who widely differ in this refpedt. Otir 
kind friend J. W. having met u& at Ballicane, we 
went in company with him to Dublin on the feventh 
day of the week, and next day attended their meet- 
ings in Meath-ftreet and Sycamore-alley^ at both 
which my companions were filent.. My mind was 
deeply exercifed in them, and as I perceived fome 
little opening for public labour, I gave up thereto 
uder many difcouraging impreffions; in part the 
efieds of a reafoning difpofition^ and unprofi- 
taUy rumuiatiog on the repeated labours of morq 
qualified iQftruments, and the unfuccefsfulnefs of 
many of thcm^ and in part^ I trufti of a 
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right and neceflaiy jealoufy over myfelf, left I 
{hould be the means of conveying a lifelefs multi- 
plicity of words, or be found feeding the people, 
when the divine word might proclaim a faft. But 
it awfully fprang in my mind, that if ever fo fmall 
a warning was given me to deliver, and I concealed 
it, the blood of thofe for whom it was intended 
might, according to the declaration of the Moft 
High to the Prophet, be required at my hands. As 
this vifit to the nation was clofing, a fecret prayer 
was begotten in me, that we might be enabled, as 
faithfully and willingly to finiih the work, as, 
through humbling operations, we were refigned to 
begin it ; which, to the praife of His grace who puts 
forth and goes before His own iheep^ we were 
ftcengthened to do, and had afrefli to difcover that 
His ways are not as our ways, nor His thoughts as 
our thoughts. When we apprehended ourfelves 
at liberty to fail from that city, and had agreed 
with a captain bound for Whitehaven for our paf* 
fage there, the wind proved contrary, and we found 
it fafe to look around us, that if any little fervice 
was omitted, it might then be performed. This we 
were ready to think was not much the cafe, having 
attended their men's and women's meetings on third 
day, where, through divine ability ^acioufly afford- 
ed, we had a cl(^e, fearching, and humbling feafon t 
but now ftanding in the refignation, not being de- 
tained of ourfelves, divers opportunities for public 
and private labour unexpeftedly opened, generally 
tending to invite the ignorant, and to encourage 
the fincere and drooping minds to a faith in th« 



SARAH G R U B B. iii 

iufficiency of the gift of God in themfelves, for the 
fanAification of the foul, and the neceiTary fupply 
of every fpiritual enjoyment, and qualification ac- 
ceptably to worfhi^ ; which muft now, as formerly, 
be fought for, in the beauty of holinefs, and in new- 
nefs of life. The wind proving contrary, we ftaid 
over another firft day, when my companions G* D 
and R. J. were enabled to bring up living ftones of 
memorial, to the fealing I truft of their teftimony 
on the fpirits of many ; and my cup of affectionate 
fellowfhip feemed to overflow in fecret. The next 
day a gale rofe in our favour, which we thankfully 
accepted, and were gently wafted over by it in twenv 
ty five hours, having had as pleafant a voyage as we 
could vrifh for, ficknefs excepted ; and for the holy 
direAing and prote£ting power of immortal good« 
nefs, we were gratefully humbled. We ftaid one 
night at Whitehaven' after our landing, and next 
day attended tjieir week-day meeting, which was a 
low time. Soon after it clofed, we fet off for Grey* 
fbuthen, where R. J. and I ftaid that night. Our 
much loved friend and companion G. D. and his 
wife (who had been with us ever fince we were at 
Copladine) finding it conduce moft to their peace 
to ftay the quarterly meeting for Cumberland, to be 
held the week after ^ and mt having a profpeA of 
attending the quarterly meeting for the county of 
Tork, to be l^eld at Xieeds ; we found the time for 
tar feparation was come ; and had to conunemorate 
the kindnefs cX infinite wifdom, in fo cafting us to* 
gethcTi and cementing us> according to our mea^ 
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Aires, in the hidden life. . Here we took an affect- 
ing and affeftionslte farewell of each other. 

We ftopped at Cockermonth in our way to 
Kendal, and fpent a few hours very agreeably with 
our friends J. and B. D. and their children ; and be- 
fore we left them, the fpring of heavenly confola- 
tion arofe, and refreihed both vifitors and viiited ; 
and with grateful hearts we fet off^ and reached 
Kefwick that night ; and next day, having a plea- 
fant ride among the mountains, we were favoured in 
good time to get to Kendal, where my dear compani- 
on had an opportunity of vifiting J. and R. W.'s chil- 
dren, who, iince fhe was there before, had loft their 
honourable father, and it was a humbling favoured 
opportunity. Finding ourfelves at liberty to leave 
that place, and R. J. having pafied by Wray and 
Bentham meetings when fhe was that way before^ 
and now feeling a draft towards them, we went 
next day, the twenty fourth of the twelfth months 
to Wray, and in the evening had a good meeting 
with the few friends there, and fome others who 
came in. Next morning we went to Bentham meet- 
ing, which was an exercifing time, but ended in- 
awful fupplication, wherein my beloved compa- 
nion was publicly engaged. Having an evening- 
meeting appointed at Settle, we reached there in 
time, and it proved a folid, inftru£live^ feafon* 
From thence on fecond day, the twenty fixth, we 
got to Leeds, and there met with my dear father 
and mother, to our mutual fatisfaAion. The quar- 
terly meeting came on next day, and held till the 
evening of the twenty ninth. Through the fcvc- 
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ral fittings thereof, I had undoubtedly to believe 
that my companion was in her right place; and 
was thankful, under the confideration that we were 
there in better wifdom than our own, and were 
found worthy to bear a (hare in the weight of fuffer- 
ings, which generally attend thefe large aflemblies. 
Rebecca Jones being difpofed to fpend a little time 
in reft with our mutual friend C. H. we parted 
after our quarterly meeting, and I came homewards^ 
with a deiire rightly to feel my way, whether to con- 
tinue a while longer with this my endeared friend, 
in her religious fervice, or to give up and furren- 
der my ' certificate : for though I had a profped, 
when I left home, of vifiting the weftern part of this 
nation, to which my certificate was alfo addreflcd, 
yet if the commifCon fhould clofe fooner than I look- 
ed for, my compliance therewith appears as necefia- 
ry, as it- would be if it fhould extend further i fee- 
ing that the virtue of all our religious noovements 
confiils in the divine putting forth, and the continu- 
ation of holy anointing; which we have abundant 
caufe to acknowledge, is not at our coounand^ 
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CHAP. IV. 



Account ^ htr Vijtt to fome of tht weftern Counties 
^f England. ' 



A FEW months after her rcttirn from Irchnd, 
flie fek a renewed engageiment to accompany 
her friend R. Jones, on a vifit to fome parts of the 
weftern counties in England. Of the principal parts 
of this Yiiiti ihe has left the following journal. 

After my return from Ireland, my beloved com- 
panion R. J. being detained in Torkftirc, on divers 
accounts, for three months, I was thereby fet at 
liberty to adjuft fome family concerns at home, 
and pay fome vifits to neigBbouring raedtings as 
truth appeared to open the way ; efpecially to Whit- 
by, Scarborough, Bridlington, Hornfea, and Hull ; 
' in the courie of which my mind was, in Ae needful 
time, mercifully fupported with renewed fupplies of 
holy help, though, in general, in a low and ftripped 
ftate ; fearing left, in the exercife of the gift, a zeal 
which is not according to true knowledge, nor origi- 
nating in that baptifm of fpirit wherein the crea- 
ture is humbled, fhoidd fo mix with the divine 
openings, as to carry away the feet of the mind 
fronv that fafe ftanding in the deeps, which is juftly 
compared to the bottom of Jordan. Here, it is ne- 
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cdlaiy for true gofpel minifters, fteadily to abide^ 
with the weight of the fcrvicc they arc aigaged 
in upon their fhoulders, till the fpirits of the aflem- 
bled are> in fome degree, attracted to the promifed 
land, the new heaven and the new earth, wherein 
dwelleth the righteoufnefs of faith, and where fpiri- 
tual worfhip is rightly performed, in the beauty ol 
holinefs and newnefs of life. Xo be inftrumental 
in the divine hand of thus, in any meafure, convert- 
mg the fpirits of thofe to whom we may be led to 
minifter, requires an unAion altogether unnuxed) 
but when revolt, backiliding, and a fuperficial fpirit^ 
have been neceffarily tmveiled, I have, ibmetimety 
diftreffingly found, that fome of my armour was 
carnal ; and O ! how hath all that was within me 
been humbled at the difcovery, that the Lord's 
righteous controverfy with the works of darknefs, 
had not been rightcoufly upheld, nor the door of 
efcape therefrom wifely opened. An encreafc of 
experience convinces me, that. preaching is a myfte* 
rj which every one exercifed therein, has need to be 
often induftrioufly, and impartially learning, as far 
as concerns themfelves ; and where this is the cafe^ 
I am abundantly perfuaded, that our dependance 
muft be drawn from the fentiments of thofe friends 
to whofe judgment we are moft attached^ in order 
rightly to diftinguifli betwixt the unity of the one 
infallible fpirit, and their partiality to us^ and to be 
weighed in the juft balance of the fanAuary, where 
we arc fometimes found dcfeftive, even when all 
around us fpeak peace 
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<< My dear hufband accompanied me in this little 
round : his fympathizing mind, and care for my 
prefervation every way, was truly ftrengthening, and 
afforded frequent occafions of humble thankfblnefs 
to the Author of all good, who had fo bountifully 
provided for me, both in spiritual and temporal 
things* After our return home we gave up houf<> 
keeping, not with a conclufion that we fhould re* 
move from England, but under aa apprehenfion that 
it was right to take that ftep, as the way open- 
ed fotr my being again united in fervice with my be- 
loved companion R. J. and my hufband had no 
profpefl of being fettled during my abfence. We 
therefore removed our furniture, and ourfelves 
to York, the quarterly meeting there being at hand ; 
after which, the ift of 4th month, 1786, I went 
to Ackworth to meet my companion, who had 
gone there the day before. We ftaid there on firft 
day, and found fome clofe and neceflary labour, not 
only in public, but in private opportunities, amongft 
the mafkers, miftre£es, and fervants, feverally ; for 
the Enemy of all good hath proved himfelf buiy, in 
endeavouring to fow his tares amongft the good feed 
in that inftitution and family ; and unlefs^ thoie on 
whom the weight and care of it moft devolves, keep 
in view the neceflity of attending more to the holy 
.Oracle in their movements, than to the flrength of 
their own wifdom and underftanding^ it will lofe 
the luftrc that truth would put upon itj and become 
the.nurfery of a worldly fpirit, though difguifcd 
•with an appearance of religious, form* There is-in 
that family a fuffering, wreftling feed, an exercifed 
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remnant, which though fmall, b a means, under the 
divine bleiSjig, of 'keqping open the fpring of life i 
and if inch keep -their places, there is reafon to hope 
that more will be kidded to their number, and, 
through the influence of their example, the. truth, 
in its own fiHiplicity, gain ground, inftead of the di& 
gulfed fpirit of error. A falutation of love flow- 
ed to fuch, under a fenfe whereof we left them, 
fave our worthy friend W. S. who went with us to 
Wakefield, where divers are under convincement, 
and fome of them appear to be rightly fo* Here 
we had an open, inftrud^ive opportunity \ and from 
thence went to Bradford, and next day proceeded to 
Manchefter, where we attended their week day 
meeting; in which my companion was greatly fa- 
voured to dip into the ftate of the ked^ and profita- 
bly to vifit it, and filence was I believe rightly my 
lot. From Manchefter we went to Stockport, Macclef- 
field, Morley, and fo to Warrington, to the month- 
ly meeting there -, where again I thought my compa- 
nion had eminent fervice, and clofe fearching Ja- 
bour, wherewith I felt a fpiritual travail, and fym- 
pathetic mourning over the great carnality, and de- 
parture from the way of peace, which greatly pre- 
vail in that, and the neighbouring places. Though 
there is a peculiar people, and a royal priefthood, 
in that monthly meeting, yet as the number in a 
very difierent Ipirit, is great, the pure life is pre- 
vented from circulating, and purifying the temple. 
So that the profpe£t, amongft the youth efpecially, is 
exceedingly difcouraging ; diflipation, or the gilded 
corruptions of human nature, having pofieffion. 
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and, like the ftrong man armed, keeping the houf^ 
and all the goods thereof in peace v and 'till a ftrong- 
er than he, by the fpirit of judgment and of burn- 
ing, diflodges him of his hold, cafts him out, and 
fpoils all his goods, there is but little room to expe£t. 
fuch to demonftrate unto others, by the livelinefs of 
their ipirits, the circumfpeftion of their conduA, and 
a rightly feafoned converfation, that they are ac- 
quainted with the efficacious virtue of true religion* 
From Warrington, my hufband returned to York- 
ihire, in company with William Rotch of Nantuc-i^ 
ket, and we back into Cheihire* It was rather a 
gloomy parting to me, being very unwell with a 
rheumatic complaint in my head, and more depref- 
fed in mind than I was free to exprefs to any; 
which is often the cafe with me, when under a fenie 
of the awliilnefs of the work I am embarked in, of 
the little efifeA it has on the minds of many, and of 
my own exceeding great weaknefs, and apparent un- 
fitnefs for engaging with facred things ; fo that my 
way oft feems to lie by the valley and fhadow of 
death ; where I feel myfelf fubjeft to fearful appre- 
henfions, and a deep and gloomy exercife. Never- 
thelefs, to the praife of the divine grace, my foul 
can thankfully, and humbly acknowledge that, 
through what appeared the fmalleft grain of faith^ 
prefervation hath been experienced, and ftrength to 
afcend, in the Lord's time, that holy mountain 
where nothing can hurt or deftroy^ becaufe the 
creature, and its attendant evils are fubjeAed, and 
accefs to the feaft of ftit things, and of wine well re- 
fined, is graciouily afforded^ to the renewed fupport 
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of the drooping miad^ which was ready, bat a little 
before, to call away its confidence, and fay, « the 
Lord hath forgotten me/' Thus, as by a tender 
father, are we dealt with, under thofe proving dif^ 
penfatjons, which are eflentially necefTary for car* 
rying forward the work of fan£tification in the foul, 
and a fnreparation to receive the infcription of, 
« Holinefs unto the Lord." When I confider the 
neceiBty hereof, a fear, on tl^e other hand, often 
. arifes left it ihould be partially or fuperiicblly effcA- 
edi and a fervent craving of fpirit, that the refin- 
ing operations of the Holy Ghoft and Fire, may (b 
perform their afiigned ofiice, as that every fpecious 
appearance of ielf-love may be confumed, and the 
fprmg of a£Uon, in the performance of both religi* 
ous and moral duties, rendered pure. Thus vari- 
oufly, is the attention of the travailing foul turned ; 
and if the pure difcoveries of truth are but the 
objeft fingly fought for, He who created light out of 
darknefs, and hath fown it for the righteous, d6tb^ 
in times of our greateft extremity reveal himfelf to 
be the Lord Almighty. From Warrington we went 
to Sutton, Franley, Newton, Chefter, Nantwich, 
and Middlewich, when our vifit to Cheihire feemed 
ended, where, as in -other places, we had to view, 
and mourn over, the defolation which hath prevail- 
ed amongft the profefiTors of truth ; fo that the Hea- 
then may query, *< Where is their God ?" 

Our next ftage was to Leek, and fo to Cole- 
brook Dale J we had meetings both at the New and 
Old Dale, which were favoured, ftrengthening fea* 
fons^ by ability being gracioufly afiForded and ac-<r 
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ceptcd, to fink down deep into iuffering with the • 
precious feed ; and a little exercifed remnant were 
found wreftUng in fpirit f(v the divine bleffing, who 
were vifitcd in the renewings of life, and infbru&ive 
counfel flowed towards them. Divers of the young- 
er fort amongft them, have been vifited by afflic- 
tion I the day of the Lord hath come upon all that 
was .lifted up, and the projeAs, like the ihips of 
Tarfliifh, which were intended to go to fetch gold, 
have been broken early in their fetting out, as at 
Eziongeber, and all their pleafant piAures fpoiled ^ 
which have evidently been permitted in mercy, that 
their affe£^ions might be loofened from things tran- 
fient and perifhing; and, inftead thereof, durable 
riches and righteoufneis become their inheritance* 
But as this work is great and glorious, and cannot 
be eflFefted, fave by the humbling proceflies of the 
work of fandtification in the foul, a deep engage- 
ment dwelt upon my mind, that thofe in whom this 
work is begun, may J^|^preferved from flinching 
under it, or taking thejtfifelves, or one another, as 
out of the furnace, be^pe it effeA the great end for 
which it was prepared; and that, being redeemed 
from the fuperficies of religious experience, to an 
entire dependance on the holy purifying fpring of 
immortal life, they may approve themfelves the 
humble followers of Chrift ; and, through the effi- 
cacy of his own fpirit, be qualified to advocate the 
caufe of truth and righteoufnefs. From hence we 
went to Shrewfbury, and were at two meetings there 
on 6r& day, which were favoured opportunities ; the 
latter was public, and a great many of the town*5 
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|>eople attended. There are fome vifited young 
people in this place, and a profpeA of a revival 
comfortably affeAed our mUids. It was here to be 
determined whether we fhould tmrn towards Wor- 
cefterfhire, Hereferdfhire, &c. or into Wales, which 
was occafion of deep enquhy to find out the good 
and acceptable way ; and as our minds were fingle 
herein, we were favoured to unite in the conclufion, 
that it was better now to turn into Wales, a ftep 
we had no reafon to repent on any account, finding - 
a peaceful ferenity attending our minds through the 
coarfe of a folitary travel therein j and fuch a fupply 
of ftrength to dip into, and vifit the feed in thofe 
parts, as was caufe of humble thankfulnefs to the 
^uthor of every good and fpiritual gift. His eye 
perceives the moft obfcure parts of his own creation, 
and gracioufly compaffionates His humble fuppliant 
children, who, under a fenfe of their own wants» 
are cafting all their care upon him, and looking 
fingly to his bountiful hand for food convenient for 
them, both fpiritual and temporal, in preference to 
the luxurious enjoyment of tranfitory things ; defir- 
ing that bleffing which makes truly rich, and where- 
unto no deadly fprrow is added. We were com- 
forted in finding a number of this fort in Wales, 
particularly at Tuthynigarrig and Llanidloes; 
though, at the former, amongil divers of their mem- 
:ber$, a worldly fpirit and lukewarmnefs about the befl 
things prevail. We were alfo at Elkergoch, a very 
poor defolate place every way ; but fome folid people 
i)ot profeffing with us, attending the meeting, were 
G 
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a help to it ; and my beloved companion was drawn 
in the language of confolation to viiit fome of thefej 
who were as fheep wandering upon the mountains, 
and panting after a ihepherd. It was from tliis 
place we went to Llanidloes, where we had a large 
public meeting, and from thence to Rayadar, a place 
where there are no friends, but where we had a fa- 
tisfaAory meeting amongft the town's people, intone 
of the rooms of the inn ; and after it went to Pales, 
and were at meeting there next day, which was a la- 
boriousy fearching opportunity, many diforderly 
walkers being there. We then ftept out of Wales, 
and viiited the few friends at Almilly and Leo- 
minfter, in Herefordlhire. The firft is very fmall, 
having fcarce any weight to fupport a meeting } but 
many folid neighbours attending, it was a precious 
lively opportunity, and my fpirit was humbled, and 
awfully reverenced the condefcending gopdnefs of 
our Almighty Helper, whpfe loving kindnefs is better 
than life, and the lifting up of the light of his coun- 
tenance, than great riches. The meeting at Leo* 
minfter was low and trying. We went from hence 
to Troy near Monmouth in South Wales : here we 
lodged one night,. and next morning fet off for Pon- 
tipool to the quarterly meeting, which was to be 
held there the firft day following. Our dear and 
much valued friends T. Corby n, H. Wilkins and 
T. H. overtook us upon the roadi wc were 
mutually glad to fee each other, and alfo to feel 
each others fpirits in the meetings we attended toge- 
ther at Pontipool and Cardiff, whither wc went 
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(after the quarterly meeting was en^ed) to attend 
the Welch yearly meeting there. My mind, on 
drawing near to that place, was awfully affeded, in 
a renewed fenfe of the important ftation of a gofpel 
minifter, which, the more my underftanding is 
opened, the more I perceive it to call for a watchful 
care to keep in the ftation, and to preferve it un* 
blameable, by endeavouring to dwell low enough 
with the gift, fo as rightly to diftinguifh between 
a filent union with the feed in meetings, (where- 
in we fometimes fympathize with the concerns of 
others), and our own public fervice for the caufe. 
And I was thankful in feeling my fpirit humbly con- 
trited, under a fenfe of my own. weaknefs, and the 
commemoration of infinite kindnefs in times paft ; 
and I fecretly fupplicated that the approaching fo- 
lemnity might be gracioufly owned with the virtue of 
divine life, immediately imparted from the great 
Minifter of minifters^j whereby I felt, in a good der 
gree, ftrengthened for my own meafure of exercife^ 
which pro ved" altogether in filence. But this was not 
the cafe with fome others ; with a few of whom a 
fenfe of near unity attended my fpirit, both in a fe- 
cret travail of fpirit, and in the exercife of their 
gifts ; never that I remember, being fo fenfible of 
the purity of that life which, and which only, quick- 
cm fervices in the church, and qualifies the centred 
mmd, to judge righteoufly concerning public of- 
ferings in meetings. Whatever has a tendency to 
clofe up the fpring of this life, by cafting nibbifh 
thereinto, inftead of induftrioufly removing it, fuch 
2& the fliallow, fuperficial judgment of the natural 
G2 
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mind, its old experiences and wifdom, which are held 
out of the life, can never availingly invite the wreftling 
foul, that is panting after the pure milk of the di- 
vine word, to the fountain of fpiritual confolation, or 
refrelh the chriftian pilgrim in his journey heaven- 
wards. O the purity of that life which is hid with 
Chrift in God I It cannot be fupported but J>y the 
flefh and blood, the virtue or divine nature of the 
Son ; nor can it unite with that which is not conge- 
nial to itfelf. There is a miniftry which, like the 
whirlwind, the earthquake, and the fire, makes ap- 
parent efieAs upon nature, fliakes it, throws it into 
conftifion, and kindles it with untempered zeal ; but 
proves very deficient in fettling it upon the fure foun- 
dation ; or introducing it into that reft which is pre- 
pared for the people of God, who ceafe from all 
their own works ^ or teaching it to diftinguifh 
between the voice of the Shepherd, and the voice 
of the ftranger. Hence, many, otherwife well dif- 
pofed minds, have got bewildered, their attention 
diverted from the one great ObjeA, and fixed upon 
facrifices of their own ; which, in time, are fb de- 
pended upon for righteoufnefs, that the hunger 
which was once begotten decreafes, and the ftate of 
the church of Laodicea becomes theirs ; growing 
rich and ftiU, increafing with goods and in need 
of nothing ; when alas ! though fpccious their ap- 
pearance, their fituation is moft wretched, and, in 
the light of truth, they are difcovered to ftand in 
need of every thing. Under thefe confiderations, 
my mind is often inftru£bed in the necefiity of con- 
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£dmg only in the Spring of life itfelf, and approv- 
ing nodiing as religious, but what comes from it, 
or is under its preparing, fanAifying power : and 
for this end, it isnecefiary to be very watchful over 
the a^vity of felf, that the fpirits may be tried, 
and my faith proved, whether it is grounded and 
eftabliflied upon the right foundation, or is of that 
fort that wavers and floats upon any imaginary pre- 
fentation, whereby I may be rendered of thofe who 
are not to expeA any thing at the hand of God, 
James, i. 6, 7. There are fo many ways for the 
mind, when it Is off its guard, to be enfnared either 
into feniible darknefs, or a righteoufnefs of its 
own, which is worft of all, that, when cloathed 
with a fenfe of my infirmity and weaknefs, I mourn 
in fpirit ; and am thankful when, in a grain of una- 
dulterated faith,. I can fay, <« if thou wilt, thou canft 
'* make me clean," and breathe for the bleiQng of 
prefervatipn. From a fear of being inftrumental in 
fettling down young people efpecially, in the form 
of godlinefs without the power ; and urging them to 
an appearance which might create felf-complacence^ 
and reconcile them to an appreheniion, that they 
are further advanced in the work of religion than is 
really the cafe ; I have often forborne to drop fuch 
advice upon the fubjeil of drefs, amongft thofe who 
were incouilflent in their appearance, as, fome- 
times, I felt the teflimony of truth to diftate ; a 
departure from true fimplicity herein being general- 
ly obvious. At large meetings particularly, where 
friends from diftant parts are collected, there is a 

G3 
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confiderable appearance of inconiiftency in cloth- 
ing and demeanour, which, with many other things^ 
indicate a love of the world, and a fellowfhip with 
its fpirit; but though a regulation herein is only 
a fmall part of the fruit of the good Tree, yet it is as 
a£R]redly a part, as the more ftriking conftituents of 
a chriftian. << Whatfoever is not of faith is fin,'' is 
a comprehenfive truth, which neither approves an 
mconfiftent, nor a plaufible af^earance and conduft, 
merely as fuch ; but wholly condcixms every part of 
our lives which is not governed by the redeeming 
Spirit of truth, wherein our faith ihould ftand : fb 
that, to attain this ftate, to live under the righteous 
controul of divine monition, is I apprehend to be a 
follower of Chrift, under whofe fpiritual baptifm the 
precious is Separated from the vile, and by whofe 
fan, the chaff, to which the vanities of this life may 
be compared, will flee, and leave the wheat, for di- 
vine proteftion, in the heavenly garner. Feeling 
my mind drawn to a little folld converfation with j^ 
young woman, to whom I had felt near unity, and 
whom I believed to be under the preparing hand for 
fervice, but diffident in fpirit, and a fuitable oppor- 
tunity offering, I accepted it 5 wherein I dropped 
a little matter by way of encouragement to her, 
in her filent fteppings and hidden exercifes ; taking 
occafion to obfcrve, that as fhe had hitherto been 
preferved, in a good meafure, independant of human 
confolations, fo I wifhed her to continue, believing 
that the arm of omnipotence was moft eminently rc- 
'vealed to us in this ftate of finglenefs, under fuch 
fpiritual provings and conflifts as arc effcntially ne- 
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cefiary for fan£tification. It was a time of mutual 
comfort, and I was thankful that I gave up to it. 
• At Cardiff we met again our beloved brother 
G. D. which both he and we rejoiced at. He was 
much favoured in feveral of the meetings, efpecially 
the public ones, which were large ; but my dear 
companion had not much opennefs for public labour, 
till the laft opportunity with friends feleS; when 
£bc was ftrengthened to vifit the members of our fo- 
ciety in a memorable manner; which with fome, 
will I trufl, be as a nail faftened in ^ fure place. In ' 
our way from Cardiff to Briftol, to which we were 
bound, w« flopped at Newport to breakfaft, where 
my companion and G. D. felt an inclination to have 
a public meeting, which was readily complied with, 
and held in a room in the inn ; many came to it, 
and it was a faVoured opportunity. We then pro- 
ceeded on our journey, croffed what is called the 
newpaffage, and reached Briftol late that night. We 
met with a hofpitable reception from Lydia Hawks- 
worth, with whom we fojourned, and next day I 
^cnt with my companion and Lydia to fee our be- 
loved, honoured friend, C. Phillips, then at J. Hip- 
flcy's at Congerlbury. She was in a languid ftate of 
health, which in fome degree occafioned a depreffion 
of fpirits, but her beft life was ftrong, thoi^h hid 
from herfelf with Chrift in God. She hath been a 
faithful, laborious fervant in the church, efpecially 
under the cxercife of her gift, which was eminent 
for its purity, its copioufnefs, and clearnefs ; diftin- 
guifhing the good and evil trees by reprefenting 
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their fruits in their true light. Her miniftry had 
a tendency, to raife into dominion the pure life> and 
in fupplication fhe hath been often wonderfully fa- 
voured with near accefs, and enabled to cafl down 
every crown, and to afcribc worfhip and praife, fal- 
vation and flrength, to the Lord God and the 
Lamb. Since my mind has been gracioufly vijQted 
with a fenfe of truths fuch hath been ipy fentiment 
ccmceming this great and good woman : but about 
two years ago, to my humble admiration, in a feafon 
of great proving of fpirit, it was fo renewed and feal- 
cd to me, the inward attraflion fo flrong, and the evi- 
dence that fhe was a faithful follower of the Lamb, 
fo undoubted, (a language fweetly flowing through 
my mind, «' I have chofen her and fhe is mine") 
that I not only rejoiced, and was flrengthened, but 
faw the abundant fuperiority of the unfoldings of 
truth, to all the prepofleflion we can receive from 
the experience of others ;, my want of an outward 
acquaintance with her being thus amply fupplled by 
the gracious condefcenfion of the Head of the 
church, who wifely and myflerioufly unites toge- 
ther the large and fmall members of His body, and, 
by fuch conneflion, makes them more ufeful to each 
other than they know or can of themfelves conceive. 
Where this union and fenfe is thus received, I am 
of the belief that nothing but a departure firOm the 
divine life, wherein a chriftian fellowfhip flands, 
can ever alter our inward feelings towards the Lord's 
anointed. Though I am often difmayed at the 
fight of things within and without, and fince the 
time alluded to, have been ready to fay in mine 
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hafte, *' all men are liars j" yet it was matter of renew- 
ed confolation and abafement of mind, that on being 
in company with our beloved friend, C. Philiips, my 
feelings refpefting her were revived, with fwectnefs 
and rejoicing. But thefe were mixed with an inex- 
preiGble fympathy, and fenfe of the buffetings and 
floods of' the dragon, yea, and of his temptations a» 
in the wildemefs; where, though fhe hungered, 
yet, with unconquered fortitude, nobly refitted every 
importunity, to command the ftones to be made 
bread. Having fuffered with her Lord and Mafter, 
and been preferved through many temptations, my 
fecret belief was that life will again arife abundant- 
ly in her, and her garments, even in this ftate of 
mutability, be waihed and made white in the blood 
of the fufff ring, yet viAorious Lamb. . And oh ! 
how did all that was within me bow under this per- 
foafion, and under a fenfe that the difciples of 
Jcfus have, in proportion to their ftrength and gifts, 
a meaiure of aflSiftions to fill for their own, and the 
body's fake, which is His church. Here my rc- 
fledUons on myfelf were exceedingly awful ; I con- 
fidcred that I was juft entering the field, unlkillcd 
in war, with the armour but newly put on, and ex- 
ceedingly uncertain whether I fliall not fall a prey to 
mine enemy. But O Lord ! teach, I pray thj^c, 
mine hands to war, and my fingers to fight, even 
the good fight of faith, in the fufiiciency of thy 
power, and againft every intrufion of my own ; that 
thou, in all things, raayft be glorified, and if I perifh, 
it may be at thy footftool ! 
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The yearly meeting at Briftol came on, and 
lafted three days. It afforded many opportunities 
for Aiffering, and deep gloomy exercife, to thofe 
who travailed in fpirit for the arifings of life, which, 
ncverthelefs, for a fliort feafon, in -divers of them, 
fenfibly circulated } but it feems as if, for want of 
vcffels rightly prepared, the current was often turn- 
ed backward, and retired again into obfcurity, 
where a baptized number endeavoured patiently to 
dwell ; amongft whom was my beloved companion, 
who found but little liberty to relieve her burdened 
mind. The firft day after the yearly meeting we 
were at Claverham meeting, which was a favoured 
inftruftive opportunity, and returned to Briftol to 
their evening meeting ; at the conclufion of which, 
my companion had to revive the meffage fent to 
Hezekiah, and, with evident ftrength and deamefs, 
to apply it to fome there. A young man who was 
then in the vigour of life, was foon feized with an 
epidemic fever, and in a few weeks removed^ from 
this ftage of mortality ; and fevcral others who took 
the diforder, narrowly efcaped with their lives ; to 
Ifrhom the previous admonition, to fet their houfes 
in order, was likewife feafotiable. Next day we 
went to Sudbury, to the quarterly meeting for 
Gloucefter and Wilts. Here we found a great want 
of true zeal, and love to the caufe of truth, whcre^ 
in living members are united in harmonious labour, 
and cemented together in tjie covenant of lifej 
which preferves from a difpofition that would look 
only to felfifh things, and enlarges the heart in an 
upright care for the profperity of i)thers. From 
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Sudburj we took meetings at Bath, Wefbury, La- 
vlngton, Devizes, Marlborough, and Uxbridge, in 
our way to London,^ being favoured to get fafe there 
the thirty firft of fifth month, which afforded us a 
few days to reft, before the yearly meeting began. 
This meeting opened, to thofe whofe fpiritual facul- 
ties were alive in the truth, a field of exercifing la- 
bour ; wherein a fteady, watchful care was necefTary 
for all to keep to their own ftations and vocations, 
with an attentive eye to the great Mafter ^ as a bufy 
indiicreet interference of His fervants, ever inter- 
rupts the beautiful order and profperity of His 
work. The feleA meetings were to me, as they ge- 
nerally are at our yearly meetings, (though not ail 
alike attended with life) feafons of deep inftruAion,^ 
which I was made humblinglyfenfible could not be the 
cafe, by any capacity of my own to render them fo, 
but by being admitted (however undefervedly) for a 
ihort time, by the Mafter of ailemblies, into the 
heavenly treafury, where the faint's provifion, the ' 
armour of righteoufnefs, and the juft balance of the 
fanAuary, are all to be found; and where, as we. 
deeply and quietly abide, we are furnifhed with an 
unerring perception of what, amtrngft the many 
ofierings in the vifible church, proceeds from the 
divine repofitory, and what doth not ; fo that indi- 
viduals thus gathered, though in an obfcure exercife, 
may fay with the apoftle, and which I heard revived 
in one of thefe meetings, *< in every thing I am in- 
ftrufted." And as in fhe opening of fpiritual 
things, and being favoured in fome degrte with a 
fenfe of truths refpc^Ung the fubjeAs of deliberation 
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which come before thefe meetings, the natural difpo*- 
iition fometimes prompts us to make public remarks 
confonant with our feelings ; I have^. thus. far^. found, 
it necelTary to fet a double watch upon this fide^ 
left I fhould ftep forward unbidden to put a hand 
to the ark^ (the real ftate of which Uzza faw as well 
as I) and fo^ like him, unavailingly labouTi and intro- 
duce death upon myfelf ^ proving unworthy of an 
admittance into the treafuryj and of .being entrufted 
with divine fecrets, which are not to be revealed 
but in thje divine willj and under the fenfible direftir 
on of the High Prieft of our profef&on ; that the 
bread which we miniflerj being given us by Himy 
may alfo be blefied, and that, however apparently 
coarfe and infufficient, its efficacy and extenfive ufe- 
fulnefs may abound to thofe who are fcd^ and re- 
dound ta His. praife whofe will is our fanAificaton. 
As an attentive care on this hand is necefiary, I 
likewife perceived a danger on the other, when, in 
the fimplicity and nakednefs of truth, and confe- 
quently unadorned with any thing goodly in my 
own eyes, a right feafon has been difcovered to ex- 
prefs a few words, and through unprofitable diffi- 
dence, and undervaluing the feiallnefa of the ap- 
pearance, I have put by thefe little openmgs to duty. 
This was more than once the cafe, during the fit- 
tings of the fele£l meetings this year, and which con- 
tributed to my own increafing weaknefs. So that, 
whilft we are defirous to keep our own hearts, and 
be preferved from prodigality in imparting our reli- 
gious feriings, we ought alio to ftand refigned to the 
fecret intimations of truth, in order to a{>prove our* 
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ielves good ftewards of the manifold grace of God ; 
4idvancing from one decree of favour, acceptance 
and communion vrith. liimy to another, and thus 
become eftablifhed befpre Him. a» children withovt 
rebuke. The meetihgs for discipline of women 
friends became exceedingly weighty to me, as the 
friend who was clerk laft year declined the office* 
and my name was mentioned by divers for that fer- 
vice. I fought to objeA^ uiider an awful feiife of 
the weightinefs of that ftation^. efpecially in fo large 
and newly eftablifhed » meeting,, and with the fee- 
fatene& of my ^qualifications f<Mr it ;. but I fooa felt all 
refiftance chained down in me, and a fecret, fervent 
breathing begotten for that holy affiftance, which I 
knew to be fuperior to every effort of my own with* 
out it : for though a degree of exertion is neceilary,* 
and the natural faculties of mind called upon to fer- 
vice, yet I faw they are no longer inftrumental in 
helping forward the caufe of truth and righteoufnefs, 
than whilft they are a£hiated by divine love and life, 
and abide in the faith,, without the government of 
which, they are no better than (bunding brafs, and a 
tinkling cymbal. Under this humbling perfuafion, 
I took my feat,* having £. T. and & D. to affift; 
and the bufinefs of the meeting opened, which 
proved, .in the feveral {iicceeding fittings, a profiti^ 
ble fervice, introducing women friends, more gene- 
rally than heretofore, into an exercife on their own, 
their families, and tine church's account ; for want 
of which, great declenfion from the virtue of true 
religion, and the fimplicity it leads into, has long la-* 
mentaUy fpread amongft us as a people. And fince^ 
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in the turnings and overturnings of the great G>n- 
troUcr of events, a women's yearly meeting isefta- 
bliihed, and for thefe two laft years hath been re- 
gularly opened in correfpondence with the feveral 
^quarterly meetings, in order more deeply to enter 
into the ftate of fociety, as it is feen in the truths 
a neceffity was evidently difcovered from meeting to 
meeting, for friends to encreafe their acquaintance 
with the light, which only makes manifeft, -and 
without which our judgment is exceedingly imper- 
fed ; and when this is obtained, not only to work 
-in it, but to work wifely in it, endeavouring to fup- 
prefs a difpofition which is not purely intent upon 
reaching the witnefs in each other, even when under 
the neceffity of humblingly difplaying that chriftian 
virtue, of rendering good for evil, and of being wil- 
ling to endure all things. Chriftian condefcenfion 
•is one of the great wheels whereby the caufe of 
truth is advanced, amongft rightly exercifed mem- 
bers, in meetings for difcipline. When a burden 
refts on the mind of any, which in fimplicity is re- 
moved, it Sidds greatly to its value, and reconmxends 
it to thofe to whom it is offered, when fubmitted in 
the fpirit of true meeknefs, and no inclination dif- 
covered to urge that out of the truth, which at firft 
was delivered with the favour of it ; even though 
it may feem to undergo perfecution, by that wifdom 
in others which is from beneath, and is carnal ^ for 
a bleffing belongs to thofe w^ rightly endure per- 
secution, and being reviled, revile not again. 

To difcriminate between our own fpirits, smd 
A right zeal when contending for the faith^ require 
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great finglenefs of lieart, and opennefs to felf-con- 
viSdon, which I have forrowfiilly obfcrved too few 
arrive at, or dwell in ; and hence we are deprived 
of an encreafe in the encreafe of God, the fruit- 
beiring branches not being fo effe£hjally purged, as 
to enable them to bring forth more good fruit, — ^O 
the beauty of tht living branches, when they abide 
in the vine, draw their fap from the root, and retain 
only an holy emulation with each other ! a preferr- 
ing canopy would fuch form in meetings for difcip- 
line, as well as worfhip, and many who are Ugh} in 
their fpirits, refembling the fowls of the air, would 
be induced to lodge under it. No boafting, no felf- 
feeking, no fpirit that would rend or tear the tender 
feelings of any feeble traveller, could here have any 
place i becaufe being branches which bring not forth 
good fruit, they are cut olEF and caft into the fire. 
But as, in the prefent mixed ftate of things, and «f- 
pecially in thefe meetings, where friends are untrain- 
ed to the public exercife of their gifts, and unaccuf- 
tomed to fit under a diverfity of fentiments, occa- 
fions cannot fail of being fiirniihed for the trial of 
chriftian virtues, I was renewedly convinced, of the 
neceffity which thpfe who aA in the ftation of 
clerks have to be clear in their views, by dwelling 
near enough to the fpirit of the gofpel, fo as to receive 
qualifications therefrom, in pure wifdom, to firength- 
cn or make way for that lowly plant which is righte- 
ous, and boafts not itfelf in the garden of the 
Lord ; but to wh!ch the promife and blefiing belong, 
« for all the trees of the field Ihall know, that I» 
the Lord| have brought^down the high tree, and ex- 



136 The L I F E OF 

alted the low tree, have dried up the green tree, 
and caufed the dry tree to fiourifh ;" yea, the val- 
leys are exalted and the mountains reduced, when 
the feed of immortal life reigns, and fways its pure 
fceptre in the aflemUies of the people of God. The 
attention of my mind was, therefore, fecretly attraft- 
cd to the Father of lights, by whole powerful difco- 
veries I faw myfelf ; and notwithftanding the bufi- 
nefs of the meeting almoft conftantly employed me, 
yet I was favoured to feel a frequent abftradkednefs, 
and ample opportunities, under a prevailing fenfe of 
my own weaknefs, fervently to petition the Lord to 
be with my Tpirit, to keep me patient in my prefent 
employ, meek in my demeanour, and truly a fervant 
to His caufe and* people. And I may with thankful- 
nefs acknowledge, to the praiie of His grace, which 
is fufficient for all the wants of His children, that, 
however deficient in many refpefts for the ftatioi^ 
I comfortably felt divine ftrength and wifdom 
underneath; wherein the precious unity of the one 
fpirit, not only with the prefent, but divers abfent 
friends, confolated my often drooping mind. Not- 
withftanding the foregoing obfervations, the meet- 
ings, in general, were attended with living virtue, 
and the humble trayailers refrefhed and inibnAed^ 
therewith* 

After the yearly meeting was over, my hufband 
and I ftaid a few days about London, as did my 
beloved companion R. J. to whom I ftill felt bound 
in the fervice which ihe was engaged in ; and there- 
fore fet out again with her for the weftem counties, 
the feventeenth of the fizth month. We took the 
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meetings of Staines^ Bafingftoke, Whitchurch, An« 
dover, Salifbury, Rumfey, and Ringwood, in owt 
way to Fordingbridge, where the quart^ly meeting 
for Hampfhire was held.^ 

It was a time of fome degree of favour and en* 
couragement, to a few honeft-hearted fiiends in that 
county ; fome of whom are under a renewed vifita- 
tion of divine mercy. From hence we went to the 
quarterly meeting of Dorfet, held at Pool ; in which 
my dear companion was enabled to difcharge her ex<* 
ercifed mind of a load which fhe found there, in a 
powerful manner ; the ftate of that county being 
very low, the living fcarcely able to bear the dead. 
We then proceeded to the meetings of Shafitfbury, 
Mamhill, Sherborne, and Teovil, where my dear 
hufband left us, intending for Briftol, and from 
thence to Ireland. On this occafion, I felt a fecret 
breathing for the continuance of the Lord's proteft- 
ing providence, both with refpeft to the fafcty of 
the body, and the prefervation of our mind$ in His 
fear, and an increafe in His favour. 

From Yeovil we went to Puddemore, Long- 
futton, Ihninfter, Chard, Bridport, and fb to Exeter, 
where we found, as in fome of the foregoing places, 
a few innocent, concerned friends ; but the want of 
that baptifm which initiates into the church of 
Chrift^ builds up the members into a fpiritual houfe, 
a holy temple in the Lord, where He presides and 
minifters, was fenfibly felt ; and yet the language of 
cneouragemerit to prcfs forward to this flrate, appear- 
ed to us to be the language of truth. In general, 
the fpirit of the world, though often difguifed, fi> 
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much prevails, that before the right foundation- can 
be difcovered, a fpecions pile of buildings wants pul"* 
ling down ; and therefore for minifters rightly to 
vifit meetings and individuals in this ftate, requires 
foundnefs of judgment, ftrength in the pure faith, 
patient perfeverance and righteous zeal;* 7^ of 
which, when I fee myfelf, I feel the want of *, We 

* The following paflages are extraded from her 

letters : 9th of 7th month, 1786. As I truil our 

alliance to each other in fpirit, is ftronger than the ties 
of nature, it is not • (we may conclude) inconfiftent 
therewith, to impart to each other without ftraitnefs, 
in the circulation of mutual love and renewed fympa* 
thy ; for without this quickening experience, all our com- 
munications muft be lifelefs and infipid. How excellent 
is the life of truth ! the want of it in myfelf, and in 
others, is a daily burden to my mind ; and the burden 
bearers, in places where we come, being very few, ren- 
ders it ftill more heavy. — ^To fay that the ftate of the fo- 
ciety is low in thefe weftem parts, is fo general, and fojud 
a complaint, that there is a danger of its being taken 
up without feeling fufficiently the fpirit of mourning. 
— — " Thirteenth of 7th month 1786. We endeavour 
quietly to get forward; and by the continued fuf- 
taining evidence, that tfa^ beft ftrength is gracioufly 
near to afCft in the needful time, and the blefling 
which makes truly rich fometimes revealed in the midft 
of our poverty, we are preferved, thus far, in a degree 
of thankfulnefs to the great Supplier of all the necef. 
(ities of His people ; though often attended with the 
fpirit of mourning over the fcattered remnant of a once 
ilouriibing heritage. Though in fome places . there is 
' but little to vifit, yet not being a people wholly given up 
to reproach, and the pure feed ftill groaning for delive- 
rance, a Uttle room is left to labour; and here and 
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ttsid their firft day meeting at Exeter, and theft 
went to Blingfbridge, taking a little meeting at New* 
ton Buihel in our way, and tq Plymouth, where we 
attended their monthly meetings which is in fo 
weak a ftate, as to be far ihort of fupporting the 
dignity of chriftian difcipline in its own fpirit ; and 
this is lamentably the cafe in many other places. 
It is only as the gathered churches become fenfiblc 
of their deplorable fituation, look beyond their own 
natural abilities, to the well of life in themfelvesj 
and get low enough to draw water thereout, that a 
reftoration of the power will be witneflcd, which 
is Jcfus in the midft of them. We alfo attended 
their meetings the firft day foUowmg, which were 
deeply exerdfing ; but our gracious Helper was near, 

there an exercifed member dwells, with whom, when- 
ever they were found, our minds could not but dip into 
near fympathy $ fo that any little opening tO fervice, in 
fuch defolate places, ought not to be declined, but ra- 
ther cheriihed in confidence that the good Hulbandman 
will again plough and fow His plantation, and blefs the 
labour of thofe He puts forth, I cannot fay that this 
is an expectation which hath abundantly attended my 
mind, in our pafling along ; but, juft as I write, a little 
hope is renewed, that the vineyard will again profper 
by a right and necefTary extirpation of the briers, the 
thorns, and the noxious weeds; and, by an holy cul- 
tivation, be prepared for the true plants, wherever, 
icattered, being enclofed within divine proteflion, and 
rendered. fruitful in holinefs, fo as to be fitted to re- 
ceive the heavenly Vifitant, and made able to endure the. 
nordiern and the fouthem blafts. O that this hope may 
not perifli, but prove true in a future day, when the 
earth is fhaken of her reft ! 
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lengthening to an honeft labour ^ wherein the right 
way to the kingdom, was prowd to be widely difier- 
ent from that - wherein many sCre walking ; and 
under this hetpy a degree of holy {elenrnky was 
fek/' 



In addition to the preceding journal, which ap- 
pears to be left ihort of the vifit, the Mlowing ex- 
traAs have been made from her letters; which, 
though not containing a regular, continued ac- 
count, may afford further information and in- 
ftru^tion. 

— — ** The prefent journey with my beloved 
friend, has been a frefh trial of the uprightnefs of 
my defire after dedication ^ for after returning from 
Ireland, I earneftly fought quietude and obfcurity, to 
fettle down amongft my valuable conneftions and en- 
Joy their fociety, or the benefits of folitude ; but the 
reward of peace was not the attendant of thefe 
profpefts ; nor did the cloud appear to reft upon my 
tabernacle: the words, " Time is fliort," were 
deeply infcribed upon my heart, fo that one thing or 
other bid me take a few more fteps in the tribulatcd 
path of gofpel obedience.'* 

'■ " I have felt myfelf thefe few days back, 
as near the end of my prefent commiffion, my faith, 
patience, and every chriftian virtue, as to the point 
of land before us j and being fo far from home, ag- 
gravates the profpeft, and gives me very much the 
feeling of a pelican in the wildernefs, out of the reach 
of almoft any other help, fave that holy Arm which 



SARAH G R U B B. 141 

leads about and inftruAs, in what appears to us 
the moft deferted fituation, and moreover hath pro- 
mifed to keep as the apple of the eye. 

" Could I believe myfelf to be one thus provided 
for, and to whom the arm of power will continue to 
be extended, fome of my fecret cogitations would 
be lefs painful and gloomy, and with greater pleafant^ 
nefs, I could advance forward, though in a tribulat- 
ed way. From Plymouth we came into Cornwall, 
taking Germains, Looe, Lilkard, Auftel, and Meva- 
geffey meetings, in our way to Falmouth, where, and 
in its neighbourhood, we have met with fome valua- 
ble friends. In thefe weftern counties through which 
we have come, viz. Hampihire, Dorfetfhire, Somer- 
fetfliire, and Devonfhire, the fociety, as to the cir- 
culation of that life which we profefs to be feeking 
the influence of, is indeed lamentably low. A worldly 
fpirit and a ftate that is neither hot nor cold, greatly 
prevails ; fo that the few living members (for there 
is here and there one) are fcarcely able to lift the 
ftandard of truth, or revive the remembrance of the 
law. But in this county, viz. Cornwall, things are 
better ; a right zeal having fprung up in divers, to 
fearch into the real ftate of the church, and what 
is more, a care firft to fearch themfelves ; an exei^ 
cife greatly wanted amongft aftive members in many 
places. C. P.'s labours in thefe parts have been, 
we think, eminently blefled; and the good effe£te 
of fuch a faithful difcharge of duty, and bearing a 
fteady, uniform teftimony to the truth, and againft 
error, would, there is no doubt, oftuer be found, if 
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that was oftner tried* We get but flowly forward 
fince we came into this county i for though I have 
mentioned fome good in it, yet we find it clbfe exer- 
cifing work, to get clearly down to the good thing 
alluded to; and have ftaid longer in places here- 
abouts, than any yrhere before. Tefterday was try- 
ing to my almoft worn out mind ; my companion 
got a little relieved in the mornings but I faw no 
way for myfelf all the day, though under a great 
weight ; but fo it is, we need patience and fubjeAion 
in fuch times, left we move before the waters have 
rifen to their appointed height." 

— — *« We have been favoured to get along 
without accidents, and have to acknowledge that, 
many ways, we are helped beyond our frequent ex- 
pectation ; finding, (as we fuppofe others do) dif- 
couragements on the right hand, and on the left ; 
which, if fufiered to prevail, would foon deftroy 
that little grain of efiicacious fai^ which removes 
mountains, and without which, however we may 
labour and wafte our ftrength, fuch mountains df 
difficulty and unfruitfiilnefs, as the chriftian travel- 
ler meets with, can never be removed. How ne- 
ceflary is it ' then to fight the good fight of faith : 
that fo, when pure life is circulating, inftead of 
knowing it not, we may be ftrengthened to lay hold 
of it, and to experience the inner man fo renewed 
in us, as to aftuate every fervice. — H^e we fee our 
own ihfufficiency, and how unavailing it is to depend, 
upon our ftrength and judgment, in things belong- 
ing to Qurfelves or others." 
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-<< I have been at meeting this morning at 



CoUnmpton^ a fmall gathering of lukewarm profef- 
fors, in the general ; but a few folii^ young people 
afforded a comfortable profpedt for the future. 
Silence was my lot here 5 but my fpirit was deeply 
humbled, in feeling the baptizing virtue of truth 
near to purify my veflel, which I efteem more than 
the faireft qualifications for public fervice ; and am 
more and more led fecretly to fupplicate the increafe 
of this folid experience and ability, to endure with 
chriftian . firmnefs and patience thofe difpenfations 
by which it is obtained. Neverthelefs, I am often 
deeply tried in religious meetings, with fuch exceed- 
ing great ftrippednefs of good, and intrusion of 
thoughts which I by no means approve there, that 
I mourn under it; and when any thing opens, 
which appears like a difcovery of truth, to give it 
to others when I am ready to periih with hunger 
myfelf, is almoft irreconcileable ; efpecially when 
after giving up to it, I find myfelf as poor when 
a meeting breaks up, as when it began. I can 
hardly defcribe what I fecretly fuffer from meet- 
ing to mceeting, on this account ; fo that when I 
am favoured with a fenfible evidence, of the fane- 
tifying power of the Minifter of minifters yet 
dwelling in mine earthen veffel, abundantly doth 
my foul acknowledge, that the excellency of the 
power is not of us, but of Him, and that he hath a 
right to reveal it when and how he pleafeth.** 

^ She attended the circular meeting at Glouceftcr, 
in the ninth month; from whence fhe returned 
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pretty dire£tiy, into Yorkflure, and was at the 
quarterly meeting for that county. In the fore- 
part of the tenth month, ihe .proceeded witK 
0« D. and others to the County of Durham, and 
attended the quarterly meeting there. Of thefe 
fervicesj no remarks can be added, as there does 
not a{^>ear any thing material of her own prcfcrv- 
r4 on tbcfe occafions. 



-^ 



SARAH G R U :B B. 145 

CHAP. V, 

Family Ftjlt at Sheffield.— Her Ilhefs there.— Conft^ 
deration of removing into Ireland. — Journey into 
Lincoln/hire^ — Removal to Ireland. — Journey into 
Holland^ Germany and France, 



IN the firft month 1787, flic was engaged with 
Reb. Jones and others, in a religious vifit to the 
families of friends at ShefBeld ^ concerning which ^ 
flie writes as follows : 

The vifit here is got through, and I hope 

prdfitably fo to many, and efpecially the youth, of 
whom here are great numbers ; fome of the appren- 
tices are very raw, but others feem turning about 
wifli defire to find, and make, the right purchafe^ 
They are indeed, altogether, a great load of care 
apon the fhepherds and fliepherdefles in this place, ^ 
whofe concern I hope is increafing. It is pleafant to 
find increafing unity and openncfs amongft rightly 
concerned friends in this place, and that love which 
cafteth out fear. 

At the clofe of this family \ifit, flie was taken 
very ill, with a heavy cold and an inflammation of the 
lungs. This difdrder continued for feverai weeks,, dur- 
ing which fhe was brought very low in body and mind. 
But the great Phyfician, on whom appeared to be 

H 
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her fole dependance, faw meet to raife her again, 
and to renew a confidef able portion of health and " 
ftrength. Of this illnefs^ and the exercife of her 
mind under it, as well as of her feelings in the' 
review of it, fome account will be conveyed, by the 
following extra<Els from her letters, written whilft 
flic was on the recovery. 

I am now favoured with ability to anfwer 

your folicitude myfelf, and fay, that the account you 
had^ of my illnefs was, I apprehend, not worfe than 
the reality; having been reduced to the gates of 
death to all appe^trance, with an inflammation of my 
lungs, which had been approaching fome weeks, and 
;irrived ait an awful crifis; iat which time, by the 
merciful interpofition of the good Phylician, the 
diforder took a favourable turn, and opened again 
my profpedb to this mixed ftate of things. My 
bodily affliftion was great, but the conflifts and 
gloomy exercifcs of my mind, were not lefs, being 
involved in all the weaknefs and infufficiency of hu- 
man nature, in endeavouring to attain to the fpring 
of pure confolation, at the fame time that, in uner- 
ring wifdom, it was fealed in my view : fo that, upon 
the whole, it was a feafon of deep proving, and, I 
humbly truft, lafting inftrudtion ; by rendering more 
fingle the attention of my mind to divine difcoveries, 
whereby our duty is feen, and ftrength to perform it 
acceptably received. To be found faithful in the great 
work of the prefent life, is an obje£tof fuch mag- 
nitude, that all things elfe appear comparatively trifl- 
ing, when we are looking into .a ftate of etern^ 
duration* 
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^The ways of wifdoin arc a great deep, and 

the defigns of removing fronii or reftoring to, this 
uncertain and probationary ftate of being, are often 
for purpofes which require a daily waiting for, and 
dependance upon the unfoldings of pure inftruAion, 
m order profitably to difcover them. I confider this 
to be my own cafe, and often remember a remark of 
J. Woolman's to a friend, perhaps fimilarly circum- 
ftanced, " do we (fays he) get through with great 
diiBculty, and yet recover; He requires that we 
ftiould i)e purged from drofs, and our ear opened to 
difcipline." 

: — I am favoured to continue recovering, tho* 

often reminded that in every fenfe I am a poor weak 
creature, and under abundant neceffity to hold faft 
the little ftrength I have, and patiently wait for 
the renewings of that life which quickens, and gives 
joy in the fpiritual creation. But I am ftill too car- 
nally mindedj too much difpofed to look outward, 
and too little to prefs through the oppofition of 
nature, to that true wcightinefs of fpirit which I 
carneftly fought for in a late feafori of adverfity. 
Thefe things convince us that, in order to win the 
crown in view, we muft fight the good fight, and 
wreftle for that faith which only gives the viftory. 

The fubjeft of their removing into Ireland, and 
fettling there, had for a confiderable while, en- 
gaged her folid confideration ; and the propriety 
of that undertaking was about this time attended 
with fuch clearnefs to her own mind, and that of 
her huft>and, that they apprehended the time was< 
Ha 
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near for their departure from this land. Divers 
of her letters written on this occafion, Ihew her 
fenfe of the importance of this meafure, and how 
great and exemplary was her concern, that they 
might be dire&ed wifely and fafely concerning it. 
The following have been felefted from them. 

Our minds have been under frequent, 

smd fometimes, unprofitable concern how to dif- 
pofe of ourfelves. There feems an abundance of 
places to chufe from, both in Ireland and here ; 
but to know our right lot, is what, we are both 
defiring fingly to ftand open to the difcovery of, if 
conveyed to us ever fo fimply; the light which 
manifefts it, be it ever fo fmall, will, I believe, fa- 
tisfy our fading minds. We have need to be re* 
duced low, that we may fo obtain the knowledge 
of the divine will, as cheerfully to yield obedience 
thereto. Though we think we have waited long 
for infbruAion, yet as our opinions,, of ourfelves 
efpecially, are often very fallacious, it is not im- 
pofGble but we are far from that ftate of felf-no- 
thingnefs and dependance, which I am fometimes 
ready to hope we are on the brink of. We are 
at prefent quite unbound to any place ; perhaps to 
have no place of abode is the lot defigned us ; a 
lot that much oppofes my inclination, but if right, 
however trying, it muft be fubmitted to, and its 
confequences likewife, as the requirinigs of the day. 

■■ My mind has of late looked with more 

cleairnefs than before, towards Ireland. It has been 
a fubjedl of confideration, attended already with 
much anxiety ; and now that I am apprehenfive I 
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have feen a right opening towards it, I wifli to be 
preferved from looking back, or entering into un- 
profitable confiderations about it ; but rather to leave 
the matter at prefent, only {landing open to the dif- 
coveries of more light, either for or againft it, and 
refpefting the right time of moving, or of not 
moving at all, which I know to be the fituation 

of my hufband's mind refpefting it. 1 well 

know, that except we are in our right places, we 
can have no true enjoyment or expectation of fup- 
port under, or the bleffing upon, our allotted por- 
tion of fuffering ; and we have proved both lands to 
have in them their fhare of trials and probations ; 
and know that things which look the moft plea- 
fcnt in either, may foon, as fome of them have al- 
ready at times been, be embittered, and fhaded 
with gloom. I wifh however to number my blefP- 
bgs, for they are many, and far beyond my de- 
ferts. 

. I often wiih that I could learn to be ftiU 

when I have nothing to, do, and inftead of ftrain- 
ing my eyes in the dark> and watching the breaking 
of the day, to dwell quietly in the ward all night, 
believing in the light, and obediently working there- 
in. The. outward day breaks gradually upon us, 
and experience teaches us the certain indication of 
its approach, a dawning of light, which we are not 
apt to difbelieve, nor doubt that the meridian of it 
will come in due time. And as in the outward, 
we cannot haften that time, iio more can we with 
refpefl: to divine illuminations. Does it not there- 
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fore, remain to be our bufinefs, to wait for the 
light when a little of it appears, to believe in it, 
and that the fulnefs of the day will come, though 
we do not now fee it ; remembering that, " blcfled 
are they that have not feen, and yet have believed.'* 
This is what I apprehend to be right to do, and 
what I wifh to attain j but I would by no means in«* 
finuatc, that I confidently believe myfclf to have ar- 
rived at it, in the profpeA of removing to Irel&nd ; 
meaning only, that after a (late of anxiety, and toffing 
about with every wind of the fentimcnts of others^ 
I feemed tp get into refignation"^ harbour. I am how- 
ever willing to ftandopen to further eonviflion •, and 
if the will fliould be gracioufly accepted for the deed^ 
my poor bark excufed the expofure, and my dear 
R. G. fatisfied, (which I do not doubt if it is right) 
it will not be an'unpleafant releafe from an engage- 
ment to which I pow feel myfel/ rather bound : for 
there 9TC mviy in thi3 nation^ and in our own coun« 
ty, (fetting afide my near relatives after the fleih) ta 
whom I am clofely attached, and from whom nature 
will flinch to part \ but there are alfo divers of this 
clafs in Ireland, whofe friendfliip will, if my refi- 
dence there be right, greiitly repair the lofs, and 
tend to fmooth the otherwife rugged path. This is 
looking at fccondary caufes, a view which I don't 
wifh often to take 5 becaufc to be in the place aiHgn- 
cd, (whether I was known of mortals or not) where 
the great work of fanftification and acceptance in di- 
vine favour is going forward, would, I am fatisfied^ 
afford a peace fuperior to all human confolations, 
and enable the truly abafed mind nobly to fay. 
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'« Although the fig-tree fhall not bloflbm, neither 
fliall fruit be in the vines ; the labour of the olive 
fhall fail, and the fields fhall yjeld no meat ; the 
flock fhall be cut oflT from the fold, and there fhall 
be no herd in the flails ; yet I will rejoice in the 
Lord, I will joy in the God of my falvation :" a 
glorious experience worthy our afpiring after ! 
Whatever has a tendency to loofen pur afitftions 
from mixed flreams of refrefhment, and centre them 
in the great fource, the well in ourfelves fpringing up 
unto everlafling life, I apprehend more truly quali- 
fies for fervice, than a fituation replete with opportu- 
nities, for the increafe of human wifdom and activi- 
ty in the vifible church ; which never fail to have iii 
them their fnares, by gratifying felf, if given way to, 
in one fhape or other. 

■■ What I have felt at times on the fubjcft 

of our removal, cannot be eafily defer ibed ^ divine 
fopport and direftion, if fingly fought to, under the 
vcight of it, will be found fufiicient to fuflain, and 
open the right way 5 but I apprehend that our fmall 
grain of faith, may meet with many trials and bufiet- 
ings in our future fleppings ^ and oh that -wCtnvijnt* 
ver make fhipwreck thereof ! 

May the flafi^ of Ifrael be our fupport, feparatcly 
and together, and may we have no other depend- 
ance, is the fecret petition of my mind i for, in the 
undertaking before us, we may fay, that with our 
flaff only we are paffing over this Jordan. 

Having come to a conclufion refpefting their re- 
moval into Ireland, and obtained the concurrence of 

H4 
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their monthly meeting, they proceeded to York and 
attended the quarterly meeting there ; from whence, 
after taking a folemn and affedling leave of their near 
conneftions and friends, they fet forward for the 
county of Lincoln ; the meetings of which, as well 
as fome others, fhe felt a defirc to attend, in her 
way to the yearly meeting. Soon after this trying 
reparation, the following letter appears to have been 
written *• With divers companions in that fcrvicc> 

* Laft week but one was our quarterly meeting at 
York, which was favoured with the overfhadowings of 
the heavenly wing. It was a parting time, and almoft 
too affe Aing for my prefent weak ftate ; btit 1 endeavoured 
what I could to look beyond pcrfonal enjoyments, to that 
fellowfhtp which is pure, ftanding with the Father and 
with the Son, and which admits of no change by out« 
ward reparation, if we retain our integrity, and places 
in the adoption of children. On feventh day morning 
after, came the dregs of the cup of removsd ; a heart 
tendering farewell to my beloved conneftions at York^ 
with the proprietors of the fchool, and fome of their 
hufbands. It was almoft too much for my frame, faith 
being at a low ebb, and difcouragements coming in like 
a flood ; but in the opening of true vifion, the fpirit of 
the Lord was lifted up as a ftandard againft them. As 
tp the body, I have now parted with many who feemed 
interwoven with my exiftence : with divers of them it 
was gradual, and I efteem it a favour it was fo : but 
though I am fenfible, that in the church I leave both fa- 
thers and mothers behind ; and as to brethren and fitters 
in the truth, they feem almoft daily added to, and pro- 
mife, according to their prefent growth, to be fkilful 
fervants in the family ; yet the iie^r unity my fpirit has 
felt with fome in Ireland, affords me a ray of hope, that 
fliouU we be fpared with life and ftrength, to enter into 
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fhe vifited moft or all of the meetings and families 
of friends in Lincolnfliire, and attended feveral other 
meetings as fhe proceeded to London. Though but 
little of the progrefs of this journey is defcribed in 
the following extrafts j yet the feelings of her mind, 
and the inftrudlive remarks fet forth therein, will, it 
is apprehended, render it proper to infert them here, 

We are favoured to get along as well as 

we might expeft, we hope in fome degree of fympa- 
thy with the ftate of the beft thmgs in this defolate 
county ; but upon the wjiole, my mind is and hath 
been favoured with a calm, efpecially for. thefe few 
days back, which tends to promote the reftoration 
of health, and ftrengthens with a good degree of 
refignednefs, to look forward to the profpefts before 
me ;- and fo far from confidering the purfuit of them 
a hardfhip, Tefteem the end propofed thereby, a 
favour of which I am unworthy j for what -is there 
worth living for, but to be found in the difcharge of 
our duty ?. ' 

We are now in the Ifle of Axolm, vifiting 

a few defoiate profeflbrs,. who are like iheep having 
no fhcpherd ; and yet. in a place as much negleded 
as perhaps any in the fociety, we are comforted in 
finding a feed alive, refembling Jofeph in Egypt, and 
may fay, for my own part, that I have felt the moft 
fblid' reward for a little labour here, of any fince 
l^aving^ York. It i& not after the fight of the eye, or 
the hearing of the ear, that we can judge aright. 

and rightly (land in our lots at Clonmel, we fhall find 
every want fupplied, and true yoke-feilows beyond our 
deferts. 

H5 
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They that fuffer with the feed, fhall reign 
with it ; but it muft not be in our way, nor in our 
time* Patience is due on our part» and the exercife 
of that grain of faith which we ha^e received ; for^ 
«< by faith the elders obtained a good report/' I pre- 
iume of the Lord, rather than of men* Then let us 
not be afraid of the trial, for its efficacy is proved 
thereby. O that I was ftronger in this fpot ! for 
even fincc we left York, and particularly on leaving 
k, I have feemed to be reduced to the lowefl ebb,. 
and nature hath foreboded difcouragements beyond 
what I thought I was able to bear. But this h not 
always the cafe ; for fometimes, when every thing 
elfe is (haded with gloom, the foundation is moO: 
clearly revealed, and its ftanding fure incontroverti* 
bly known and believed in ; fb that all things have 
appeared poiEble to him that bclieveth, and the ways 
•f the Moft High dilcovered to be higher than our 
ways, and his thoughts than our thoughts. Here I 
love to repofe royfelf,. and ftand reilgned to every 
difpenfation which has the remoteft tendency, not 
only to let me fee the work of my day, but to refine, 
and qualify for it. 

— . I have recovered fo much, that I hav© 

now ftarce any thing to complain of refpefting the 
body. To be fure it is^ not very ftrong, but it has 
thus far proved able fo bear all that was laid upon it ^ 
which is encouragement to - myfelf, and alfo to 
others, to perfevere in yielding ourfelves ujp, under 
the power of the crofe, to every opening of dutyi^ 
feeing that all things are pofiible to them that be-i^ 
lievc. And yet I fainted in my mind miany a time^ 
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and feemed to be one of thofe who have no faith : 
fo that) on refledling upon, this little embafly, the 
profpcdi: and the progrefs of it, it feems as if it was^ 
all done for me by that good Hand^ which requires 
the paffivenefs rather than the aAivenefs of the crea- 
ture, in profecuting His defigns. Though I now 
give a pretty gpod account of the body, I may alfo 
add, that, fometimes, my mind gets encompaifed 
with glo(Jms and difcouragements, which nothing 
can diffipate, feve a ftate of refignation and quiet de- 
pendance upon the everlafting Arm of Omnipotence v 
and this is often fb hard to attain, that I am afraid 
of falling in the ftruggle, when a hope is again revi- 
ved, of being under divine proteftion, and that the 
day's work is really going forward. This, at times, 
introduces a quiet ferenity, and ftrengthens to leave 
the things that are behind, and prefs forward to 
thofe that are before. The fympathy of my friends 
under my late trials, has been confidered a favour of 
which I am unworthy ;; and there is undoubtedly no 
better way of fecuring it upon the foundation of gof- 
pel fellowfhipy than by learning to live without it, 
and looking fingly to tjie Rock from whence all 
good things are hewn, and the helc of the pit, the 
humbling difpenfations of infinite wifdom, from 
whence they are dug. 

Soon after the yearly meeting at London, they 
proceeded for Clonmel in Ireland, where Hie was 
favoured to arrive in fafety, in the 6th month 1787, 
with her health much improved, and under a good 
degree of peace and fatisfaftion of mind j which con- 
tinued for fome time after her arrival^ as a fource 
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of confolation and encouragement flue writes as foir | 

lows : I 

Our renxoval has . altogether been bleffed I 

with ^good degree of that peace which paffeth un- I 

d.erftanding, and attended with fuch circumftances, 
thus far, as we have great caufe to be thankful for. 
An unmixjcd cup of comfort in human life, is what 
ray fliort paffage through the world, has taught mc 
not to look for, and a fmall degree of religious exr 
peri^nce^ not to pray for j and yet to pray for thofe. 
things which are really good for us, will ever re-, 
quire the renewings of that Spirit which onl^, 
breathes the will of the Father. Nature fhrinks at 
fufFering ; fometimes I am ready to anticipate a 
draught of it, proportion able to the late and prefent 
degree of favour ; and fometimes I am flattered, 
with a language that tells me, « it' is already drunk, 
and that the- bitternefs of death is paft." An hum-, 
ble, refigned mind is however always our duty and. 
intereft to prefs after. It has a. fortification in it-, 
felf againfl the varied affaults of Satan, and a fuffici-. 
ent portion of Gilcad's Balm for every afflidUvc. 
difpenfation of infinite wifdom ;. both of which, if 
my natural life is fpared, will, I do believe, be my 
companions, and prove frequent trials of an abiding 
and advancement in that gofpel Spirit, which lovethj. 
hopeth, and endureth through all. 

Her mind had frequently, for a. coiifiderable. 
time before this period, been imprefled and clofely 
cxercifed with an apprehenfion, that it would be 
required of her to pay a religious vifit to fome partsi 
of Germany and France : and, a few months after 
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her fettlement in Ireland, this concern increafed 
with fuch weight and evidence, that £he. was. con- 
ftrained, in refign^tion, to. fpread it before the 
friends of their monthly meeting ; who, after folid 
deliberation and fympathy, concurred therewith, and 
gave her their certificate of unity and approbation «. 
She received alfo thq near concurrence of their 
quarterly meeting, and that of the /iioroing meeting 
of minifters and elders in London, and fet forward 
on this journey in the 3d month, 1788, in coQipa-« 
ny with, her hufband, George Dillwyn and his wife> 
and M^ry Dudley ; who were alfo bound to this, 
fervice, and engaged thei:ein with the unity of 
friends. 

The, following parts. of her letter&on this occafioDj,. 
defcdfae the previous exercife of her mind, and con-^ 
tain a pretty regular, though fhort account of the 
journey, from the cQjnnxencement of it, to its. con-, 
clufion* 

1 2th month 1787^, My mind after a feafon of 
deep triaj and exerqife, was. led to vifit, in what ap- 
peared to. rayfelf an extraordinary degree of gofpel 
love, many in that- country, and fome parts of Ger-^ 
many contiguous thereto ; fully believing, according- 
to my feelings, that there were fpirjtoal worfliippers. 
in thofe parts.. 

i2thHxpnth 1787.. If the proipeft before us be: 
in divine wifdom> wc have great caufe to acknow- 
ledge that it is unfathomable, and pail our finding 
out, becaufe of my incapacity, in ^very refpeft, to 
perform fuch a journey to the honor of the grqat 
Caufe. I wilh, however^ now to leave caring tga 
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much about the future, and endeavour after quiet 
refignation ; well knowing, that by taking ever fo 
much unprofitable thought, I cannot add one cubit 
to my feature, nor make one hair of my head, white 
or black ; and alfo hoping, that when it comes to 
the trial, the will may be accepted for the deed ; 
which I have no doubt will be the cafe, if the pro- 
vince meeting, or my fympathizing friends, advifc 
me againft it 5 or if no friend of fuperior weight 4n 
the miniftry, proves under the like concern, and ad- 
mits us in their company. Qifcouragements of va- 
rious kinds crowd in at times upon me, but when 
gofpel love flows from the living fountain, it over- 
powers all felfiih conflderations, and fliews me my 
own unworthinefs to be, in the leaft degree, employ- 
ed in the divine hand. 

ift month 1788. Our fituation at prefent, re- 
quires at leaft a grain of that faith which has power 
to remove mountains^ for, truly, vain is the help of 
man, in cafes where the pure feed is to be exalted. 
A fenfe of our infufficiency to do any good thing 
without divine afiiftance, will, I truft, whatever our 
trials or temptations may be, fo humble us, as 
wholly to prevent a vain dependance upon any 
thing of our own ; but furely there is as much need 
for watchfiilnefs and prayer at this day, as when the 
difciples were mmedialiely recommended to it. 

tft month 1789. My mtnd is often under a load 
of exercife on my own account, and in care left the 
precious caufe fhould fuffer by me. The prefent is 
a time of deep trial and fearching of heart, left we 
fhould be meddling vrith^ or doing, any thing which 
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is not in the clear difcovcry of gofpel light. When I 
confider how little I am experienced in the ftatlon 
wherein I may be likely to move^ the newnefs and pe- 
culiarity of the fervice in profpeA, and even the weak- 
nefs of the outward tabernaele, (which to be fure I 
think leaf^^of) my feelings fuggeft the applieablenef^ 
. of the faying, «< I am a worm.'** This however cheers 
me, that without fome degree of cleamefsi we need 
not, neither fhall attempt to move. 

2d month 1788. I have been of late confidera"* 
bly indifpofedi but upon the whole am much better, 
though every day fenfible of having (by fome means 
or other) a very broken conftitution*^ If it do but 
laft till the portion of work allotted me is finifhed^ 
that is enough, even though it be performed under 
the preffure of bodily infirmities 5 all which may be 
no more than neceflary to keep the mind to its pro- 
per centre, and direft its attention, fingly to an in* 
heritancc undefiled, and which fadeth not awayi 

3<i month 1788- According to prefent appear- 
ances, we, (I mean our little company) ftand in a- 
bundant need of the whole armour of light. We are 
about to embark for a country, the language ©£ 
which none of us know, and in expectation of a 
path wherein we can fee no footfteps, and which 
muft be attended with new and various trials. May 
our truft be in the Lord alone, who. is able, in fea- 
fons of the greateft difficulty* to encreafe our faith,, 
and make way for us where we fee no way. 

1 .1 . , Having the concurrence of friends, we 
Uft London and projceeded for Harwich, where we 
were detained fcveral days for want of a bk wind.j 
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during which time we had two meetings, and aftei> 
wards, (23d of 3d month) the wind turning m. fa- 
vour of our leaving that port, we embarked ; but it 
was fourth day night, the twenty-feventh, before we 
landed at Helvoctfluys, which was neverthelefs a fa- 
vour, and I hope efteemed fo by us all. We got to 
an agreeable Englifli inn there, and after a pretty 
good night's reft, fet forward towards Rotterdam, 
by way of the Briel and Delf, and came in fafe ra- 
ther late at night, it being there a great day's work 
of about twenty-five miles. We trj^velled in an open 
waggon the firft feven miles, the road being fo bad 
that no other carriage could get along with fafety, 
and the reft of the way went in their boats called 
Treckfchuyts, which are drawn by a horfe', at the 
Mte of about three miles an hour. This is a very 
pleafant and eafy way of travelling, and it was 
through a country made as agreeable by improve- 
ments as it is capable of, being. very flat and marfliy. 
Many of the inhabitants followed us through fome 
towns, and gazed exceedingly at us ; and fome pf 
them, as well as they were able, ma»ifefted a love 
which met that in us that drew us hither ; but the 
firangenefs of our language to each other, was a con- 
tinual difcouragement -y yet as it was not of our awn 
bringing on, we endeavoured to keep quiet under it, 
and fecretly defired that our minds might be fo influ- 
enced, as to convey to them, in filence, that which 
is better than words. We have now got into fo new 
aline,^hatit is no wonder if we fhould be more 
than' ufually Blind j and it will be well, if fome of us 
flioulcf'^e alfo more than ufually dependant and pa- 
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ticnt refpefting our fteppings ; for being feparatcd 
and remote from our friends, and fome of difpofiti- 
ons rather hafty than otherwife, there is, no doubt, 
a danger of fometimes preiBng forward with too- 
much eamefbiefs^ and thereby of preventing the 
completion of thofe little fervices, in one way or 
other, which are intended for the purchafe of ouy 
own peace at leaft. Though Holland was not much 
m the profpeft rf us who came from Ireland, yet wc 
have been favoured with fomething more than a 
hope, that we are thus far in our places, and feel a 
comfortable and ftrengthening unity one with ano- 
ther therein. The deiire of my mind is at prefent 
fbrong, that> though in ever fo much weaknefs, we 
may be enabled to pafs through the country in that 
finglenefs and dedication of heart, which may pre- 
ferve us from condemnation. 

We ftaid three days in Rotterdam, and bad two 
public meetings at the meeting houfe belonging to 
friends 5 there are a great many Englifh people in 
that city, and the attenders of our meetings being 
prmcipally of that clafs, we tad no need of an inter- 
preter. There are fome ferious people with whom 
.we got acquainted, and to whom our vifit feemed 
acceptable, but no profcffors with us, except one 
perfon, who cannot be expelled, in his prefent ftate, 
to throw much light upon the teftimony of truth ; 
but he was very willing to render us fuch fcrvice^ 
as were in his power, which we took kind. 

From Rotterdam, we came forward to Amfterdam^; 
by way of Leyden, Haarlem, &c. andi(^ere kindly 
received byour friend John Vande^werf. Here ouic 
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minds, generally, got very low on divers accounts* 
Several of us were poorly with complaints in the 
ftomach, &c. which ftrangers are fuhjeft to, before 
their conftitutions come to bear the difference of their 
meat, drink, air, &c. The few under the name of 
friends in this great city, yielded us little of that 
ftrcngth which is the fruit of fympathy of fpirit, 
and inward acquaintance with divine requirings ^ and 
which, if right, would have been truly falutary and 
cordial to us at' that time, as we looked upon our- 
felves to be then embarking upon the moft arduous 
and difcouraging part of our journey ; having a great 
diftance to travel, entirely unacquainted with the 
country, ftrangers to all their different languages, 
except a little French, and no interpreter to ac-* 
company us. Under thefcf complicated trials, our 
faith got into the furnace afreffi. This was much 
the cafe with me, and my dear companions felt no 
lefs. However, as we endeavoured after, refignation, 
and were fometimfs- replenifhed with ftrength pati- 
ently to wait for renewed manifeftations of duty, 
tray opened, by degrees^ to get clear of that place. 
We attended their little monthly meeting, the bufi- 
nefs whereof was tranfaAed in the Dutch language ; 
fo that we had not an opportunity of judging much 
about them ; except that their appearance, atid the 
feelings of our minds, convinced us that true religion 
, is at a low ebb amongft them ; and yet there is fome- 
thing tender which loves truth, and with which, a 
family vifit amongft them, made us better acquaint- 
ed *. We had alfo three public meetings there, 

♦ We were comforted in the belief that their folita^ 
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which were attended by many of the inhabitants of 
different defcriptions ; but there are a few with whofc 
company, both fai and out of meetings, we were 
comforted. They are a ferious religious people, not 
connefted with any focicty, and believing in the 
fpirituality of all true worfhip. We paid a vifit to 
one of their families, which confifts of a widow, 
her fon, and two daughters, none of them young; 
They arc people of confidcrablc property, which they 
devote very much to the fervicc of the poor. They 
were affeAionately kind, and demonftrated their 
unity with, and attachment to our principles, as 
far as they had heard them in the meetings which 
they attended, and were fully convinced of the neccC' 
fity of an inward work, and that all true worfhip 
muft be performed in fpirit and in truth. In a re- 
ligious opportunity which we had with them before 
we parted, the cementing influence of gofpel love 
flowed a'mongfl us like a ftream. From this family,^ 
we were furnifhed with letters of recommendation 

rj fitnations are divinely regarded, and hope that divers 
of their deficiencies in fome points wherein we have been 
otherwife taught, are counterbalanced in the fight of 
holy compailion and juftice, by the fincerity of their in- 
tentions, and the difcouragcments in many refpcfts pe- 
culiar to them, which we, by experience, know little 
about. The keepmg up of a meeting for worfhip every 
firft day, in their weak (bite, is an adt of faithfulnefs, 
which we might be often ready to faint under, were wi 
in their fituation, feparattd from the ftrengtliening cora^ 
muiucations which religious fociety affords, (not having 
received a vifit of thiis kind for four years) and being 
Mefpifed amongil the worldly minded* 
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to fuch as thcmfclves in Germany, fomc of whom 
we have fecn to our fatisfadtion. During our ftay 
in Amfterdam, we were interpreted for, by John 
Vanderwerf, or one of his fons, both in public and 
private. It feemed ftraqgc, and rather hard to us. 
women, efpecially at firft v but we foon got over it,, 
and had reafon to hope that our religious communi- 
cations were not materially affefted ;: our friend 
feemed to have an awe ixpon his mind when he ftood 
up, look off his hat, and delivered, fentence by fen- 
tence, what was expreffed. Thus after fpending 
eight days at Amfterdam, and being deeply tried in. 
that place, our minds were firengthened to leave it, 
(the 9th of the 4th month,) with a renewed truft^ 
that the great Shepherd of Ifrael, who knows his 
own (heep in every trial and fituation, however re- 
mote from the knowledge and confolation of their 
friends, wQuld fuperintend us, and gracioufly reveal 
himfelf for our help, in the needful time. We 
eflayed to proceed by way of Utrecht, (where a 
few books were diftributed, and much love felt for 
the inhabitants) Nimeguen, and thro' part of the king 
of Pruffia's dominions, into the Eleftor of Bavaria's^ 
to a place called' DufFeldorff, where we again made 
g little ftop, finding a few who could fpeak Englifh, 
,3ind moft of them French. Here we commenced 
acquaintance with a folid, religious man, named 
Michael Wettcrboar, to whom we were recommend- 
ed by the people whom I have mentioned at Amfter* 
dam. Being gathered to the principle of truth, 
and engaged to conform to it, as revealed in the line 
of his own experience, he walks much alone in a 
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dark and diffipated place. He was a kind friend to 
Claude Gay, when paying a fimilar vifit to our's in 
this country, many . years ago, and was rejoiced, to 
fee us. He lamented the lonefomenefs of his fitua- 
.tion, and faid that his mind was ftrengthened by the 
vifit. From hence we went eighteen miles and back, 
out of our road, to Elberfeld, where, as at many 
other places, for want of an interpreter, we fuffer- 
ed what often appears to us an unavailing baptifm 
for the teftijnony's fake. But perhaps it is not fo 
much fo as we are apt to think: the ways of the 
Moft High are not our ways, nor his thoughts our 
thoughts 5 we know not but this deeply humbling 
path, and the fecret exercifes we have daily to pafs 
through without any vifible relief, may have a ufe 
beyond our finite conceptions ; fo that it is fafeft to 
leave thefe things, and outward con fiderat ions about 
them, in the hand which can bl efs, and render fruit- 
ful, the things whicli are not,-^ by caufing them to 
bring to nought the things which are. However, v/e 
found an opening to fome folid converfation with a 
few in this place, and underflood that there are many 
religious people there ; but we were difcouraged by the 
difficulties ^t found in getting an acquaintance with 
them; fo we returned, after flaying one night, 
to liufleldorfF. We left that place, and paifing 
through a dark country, arrived in two days at New- 
vied, the 1 8th of the 4th month. We have had 
very little rain fince we came upon the continent^ 
confequently the roads are dry, but being for the 
mofl part a deep fand, we have not been able to 
travel over it fo quickly as is defirable.. Thirty 
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miles a daji is I think nearly the average of our ex- 
pedition, though we moftly travel poft^ The vehicles 
arc heavy, being generally covered waggons or 
clumfy coaches. We moftly prefer the fonder, as 
ourfelves and luggage meet the beft accommodation 
in them. The inns are pretty good, and the. peo- 
ple refpedtfuUy kind to us, and in that line but lit- 
tle difficulty occurs in making ourfelves underftood. 
Our road has lain upon the banks of the Rhine, and 
fumiflied us with profpeAs of a country extremely 
beautiful, and, in fome placed, for miles together 
covered with vineyards. But the pleafure which 
we might innocently have derived from thofe 
fcenes, has met with continual damps, by the grofs 
proftitution of lacred things which, in the crofles 
and images thickly fcattered upon the road, give 
pain to every feeling whereby fpiritual worfliip is 
promoted. The Roman Catholics are very numerous 
m many parts which we have paffed through ; but, in 
nioft places, the Proteftants enjoy the privileges they 
defire without interruption j and amongft them there 
is undoubtedly an awakened, fincere hearted people./ 
On our arrival at Newvied, we found a great change 
in the face of things, it being a new and pleafant 
townj inhabited by ferious Proteftants, and princi- 
pally by the Moravians ^ though there are about 
twenty families of the Menonifts, and as many of a- 
pcople who call themfelves Infpirants, but by others 
are often called Quakers. We were direfted to a 
Moravian inu, which proved very agreeable, feeling 
ourfelves in that family very much as if we were at 
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home^ Here we were foon vifited by fcveral of the 
Moravian brethren and fifters, fome of whofe minds 
appeared unprejudiced, and intent upon fpiritual 
improvement ; which drew them often to our apart«- 
ments, and 'opened a door for the communication of 
fuch gofpel truths, as, from time to time, occurred ; 
and we had a comfortable hope, that they dropped 
into fome of their minds as feed into good ground. 
We had the advantage in that place of an interpre- 
ter, a young man of the Moravian oeconomy, who 
cheerfully befriended us on many occafions \ and 
though, at the firft, he appeared under difficulty in 
conununicating religious matter which was new to 
him, yet before we went away, his underflanding 
feemed more opened, and his feelings much more 
cordially difpofed to -the principle of truth as we 
profefs it, and to the feveral branches thereof. 
We had a public meeting in that place the evening 
before we left it, after a week's deep exercife and 
fecret fuffering; but this opportunity furniihed us 
with renewed caufe, to put our truft in the gentle 
puttings forth of the Shepherd of Ifrael, and in the 
revelation of His power, which we humbiingly find 
is fometimes withheld, till the feafons of our greateft 
extremity. The young man, our interpreter, readily 
accepted his office in the meeting, without any pre- 
vious requeft, and performed it with great folidity. 
Our vifit to that place was clofed by a feafon of di- 
vine favour, in a family which cheerfully received 
the teftimony we had unitedly to bear, to the effica- 
cy of fpiritual worfhip, and the neceffity of prepa- 
ration for it ; and in much love and tendernefs of 



i($8 The LIFE of 

fpirit wc left Newvicd. ** O the depth and extent of 
the riches, both of the knowledge and wifdom of 
God ! how unfearchable are his judgments, and his 
ways paft finding out !" We had abundant caufe in 
our travels through Germany, to fay, that we were 
led- in paths which we knew not, and frequently 
reduced to a ftatc of extremity. We were feniible, 
according to our meafures, of the mift of fuperfti- 
tion and idolatry which overfpreads a great part of 
the country ; and alfo had, at times, revealed that 
moft fure word of prophecy, which penetrates the 
obfcureft recefles. of Sion's travellers, draws them 
into hidden fellowlhip one with another, and unites 
them in the fuffcrings of the precious feed, though 
differently fituated in the world, and their profeflion 
in it various. Thus were we led in paths which we 
knew not, and ways we had not feen, and were 
often incapable of finding out thpfe whom we thus 
fek, and when we did difcover fuch, we were un- 
able, for want of a knowledge of their language, 
fully to communicate to them : but trufting in the 
all-fufficiency of almighty help, for the fupply of 
all their needs, we were favoured, when dedication 
of heart had been attained, and the green paflures 
of life opened, to lie down befide the ftill waters, and 
leave the event of our travel to Him who blefleth, or 
blafteth, at his pleafure. From Newvied we came to 
Wiibaden, a place in great rcqueft for warm bath- 
ing, there being feveral boiling hot fprings in the 
town, from which the water is conveyed to private 
cifterns, where it cools for ufe. There feemed fome- 
thing rather attraftive in this place to our minds. 
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and yet^ as was often the cafe, difcouragcmcnts 
prevailed over our beft feelings, and vec proceeded 
to Frankfort, a day's journey. There we ftaid two 
nights ; but though we had letters of recommenda- 
tion to religious charafters, yet for want of being 
able to make ourfelves underftood, we had no con- 
verfation with any but a Pietift who fpoke Englifh 
but poorly, and who, after fome difcourfe on religious 
fubje£ts, left us with profeffions of love.- From 
Frankfort we proceeded to Bafle, a large proteftant 
town, where we arrived the 3d of the 5th month. 
Here our minds feemed arrefted, and all efforts to- 
wards purfuing our journey were painful, till we 
had fettled a few days under our cxercife, and em- 
braced, though in the crofs, fuch opportunities as 
opened for relief. Having fome letters of recom- 
mendation to ferious people, they were prefented to 
them 5 in confequence of which, feveral vifits Were 
paid us, and we obferved in fome rather a criti- 
cal inveftigation of our principles. They were cau- 
tious of embracing us till they perceived the doc- 
trines we held 5 after which there was great open- 
ncfs in fome of their minds, candidly to receive 
fuch communications on religious fubjcfts as from 
time to time opened. One of them underfianding 
the Englifli language well, was, in feveral inftances, 
a very friendly interpreter to us ; and his mind be- 
ing acquainted with divine illuminations, he often, 
difcovered fymptoms of conviftion and fenfibility, 
when, as a channel, the openings of truth were 
paiSng through him. In a large company to which 

■ I 
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wc were invited, this pcrfonj obfcrying oiir dif- 
pofition to iilence, kindly and fedingly profofed 
and requefted a compliance of the comply. We 
were favoured, to our thankful admiratfoli, with tltc 
humbling influence of divine love, and ftrength 
renewedly to bear teftiknony to the neceflity of an 
inward preparation for the fiilemn aft of true wor- 
fhip, which requires neither forms nor ceremonies, 
to render it acceptaUe'to the Father of Spirits. 
The opportunity was concluded in folernn fappiica- 
tion, which oar friendly interpreter rendered, Sen- 
tence by fentence, into the Dutch language, with 
a reverential awe, whereby the livelincfs of it was 
preferved. We had alfo a comfortable feafon of 
retirement in the family of another of our friends 
there, whofe wife and daughters profefs not to 
fee the neceffity of a religious circumfpeft life, as 
he, and his eldeft fon do; btit they were affeftion- 
ate and attentive to us, and we had reafon to 
hope, received no unprofitable impreflions by this 
little aft of dedication. This perfon condufted with 
true brotherly kindnefs towards us, difcovering great 
fimplicity of heart, and an opcnnefs to receive the 
truth, wherever, or however he might find it; 
being experienced in that great work of /-epcntance 
unto life, and ceafing from many entanglements in 
the world, which he believed had a tendency to en- 
fiave his mind, and to keep him in a ftate of re- 
paration from divine favour : fo that to meet with 
fellow pilgrims who could tell him a little of their 
knowledge of the right way, feemed like marrow 
t9 his bones. We have feveral times fallen in with 
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perfons irho kindly entertained Claude Gay,^ in his 
lonefome travel through thefe parts ; and in Bafle 
we have found two agreeable religious old men^ 
with whom he was hofpitably Aiftained for three 
weeks. They are of a people called Infpirants, and 
often by others Quakers y but upon an acquaintance 
with them, efpecially at Newvied, we found them 
no lefs z&ivc than other profeflbrs in finging, pray- 
ing, preaching, &c. in their congregations. They 
appear to be defcendants of the French prophets ; 
and amongft them there is an honeft hearted num- 
ber to whom the love and language of the gofpel 
flowed with more opennefs, and appeared to be re- 
ceived with more fimplicity, than amongft fome 
others. To thefe two elderly men we paid feveral 
vifits, which were not unattended with inftru^tive 
converfation ; but this did not afford that relief 
which our exercifed min<j^eemed to want, nor could 
we comfortably fee our way from the town, till 
we had, in their family and amongft fuch as they 
might invite, borne teftimony, by our example alfo, 
to the neceffity of filent waiting *. It was a feafon 
obtained with difficulty, and pafTed through in tribu- 
lation of fpirit. The candle was not eafily put in- 
to the candleftick, and when there, evidently fuf- 

♦ To put the light into the candleftick, fo as to bear, 
even in private, a teftimony to the truth, and fpiritual 
anointing in filence, is here a greater trial of our love 
and faithfulnefs to the caufe, than any can readily be- 
lieve, who have not been led amongft thofe who ar^ 
ignorant of a ceiTatbn from their own works. 

I 2 
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pefted by thcfe pcopje, not to be in its right placei 
But before the meeting clofed, public teftimonjr was 
borne to it, and to the refurreftion of that life which ^ 
is the light of men, being the only qualification of 
fpirit, to come forth from that ftate of darknefs 
and death in which we arc by nature, and to per- 
forin any religious duties, or acceptable fervice to 
the Lord. At the clofe of this opportunity, we 
parted with thefe two men In love, though not a 
perfeft unity of fentiment, which appeared more 
fully by an affeftionate letter which one of theia 
fent after us. There was alfo in this place, and 
in moft others where we ftopped, a prejudice againft 
women's preaching, which encreafed the difficulty 
our minds often felt in obtaining relief amongft a 
people of a ftrange language •, but though our ef- 
forts were few and feeble, yet as far as dedication 
clothed us, and we were careful not to caft away 
our confidence, we had ever caufe gratefully to ac- 
knowledge, that great recompence of reward was 
vouchfafed, and the foul ftrengthened to return 
to its reft, under a renewed fenfe that the Lord 
had dealt bountifully with it. The kindnefs we 
have met with in many places, exceeds what we 
might have expedled, having feveral times expe- 
rienced fo much of the promife fulfilled, that we 
have met with brethren and fitters, who, though 
not altogether of the fame profefllon, are fellow 
travellers in the chriftian path. Sometimes a wif^ 
dom appears in our being ftripped of that outward 
help, fo defirable, of an interpreter 5 as in our 
prefent circumftance, if any good is done, there is 
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no part of it wherein the creature can glory. There 
is one thing which expofes us, that does not often 
fuit the difpofition of our minds, which is, that 
at the beft inns (where we generally go) we muft 
always dine and fup at the ordinaries, where there 
is often a great refort of company. If there is any 
ufe in this mortification, it will amply make up; 
the only teftimonies which are publicly borne this 
way, are by our men friends keeping on their 
hats, and refufing to pay for the mufic which fome- 
times accompanies our meals. We took a coach 
from Bafle * to Bern, where we ftaid over a fir ft 

* Tire following letter was written at Bafle the 9th 
of 5th month 1788. 

As it is probable we may leave Bafle without taking 
leave of thee, and acknowledging thy kindnefs with a- 
gratitude due to it, and feeling in my heart a chriftian 
falutation, I take the liberty, this way, of exprefling 
xnj defire for thy increafing knowledge of the myfteries 
of the kingdom of God j which our blefled Lord 
thanked his Father for concealing from the wife and 
prudent, and revealing unto ba]:)es* The facred influ^ 
ences of divine light upon our underfl:andings, ate 
cheering to the mind, and animate its eflForts to obtain 
the liberty of the children of God : and as we wait in 
this light, and believe in its manifeftations, we are fa- 
voured to fee more light, the means appointed to pro- 
cure it are revealed to us, and ftrength given to follow. 
But as it was prophetically fpoken of the Saviour of 
the world, that there was no form or comelinefs in him, 
that when we fliould fee him, we ftiould defire him, 
fo the fimplicity of his gofpel is found to be. Nothing 
more ftrongly oppofes the will, wifdom, and a^ivity of 
the; creature,, than in all abafement, fingly, to depend. 

13 
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day pretty much in private, fave that an agreeable 
folid man, an Infpirant, paid ns fome vifits, I be- 
lieve to mutual fatisfa£lion. We heard of a reli- 
gious exercifed coachman for whom was left a book 
or two, he not being at home. And thus, after 
fecretly futfering, as in many other places, we took 
our departure for Geneva, travelling through a ve- 
ry beautiful country the laft twenty mHes> by the 
lake of Geneva, and in profpe£l of the Alps ; 

upon the pixwriifed Oomforter, the Spirit cf Truth, the 
anointing which an Apoftle faid the trut believers re- 
ceived and had abiding in them, the unfpeakable gift 
purchafed by the precious blood of the Lamb, and dif^ 
penfed in infinite mercy for our lalvation, wMch, through 
its converting, purifying power is effeded ; for he gave 
himfelf for us, that.he might redeem us from all iniqui- 
ty, &c. Neverthelefs the glorious end for which this 
facrifice was made, ought to be advanced to, and our 
dependance ihcreafe upon the fmall^ft difcoveries of the 
fpirit of CJhrifl, though to the natural miiid there may 
be no form nor comelinefs in them : but it may forrow- 
fuUy be faid, with refpefl to His inward appearance 
the fecond tiifte without fin unto falvatiott, that he 
came to his owii, but his own received him not ; yet 
let us remember for our encout-agement, that to as 
many as did receive him, he gave power to become 
the fons of God. So that if we furrender ourfelves 
as clay into the hands of the pottei, and our wills 
to the refiners fire, we (ball, this way, be made living 
partakers of the fufferings of Chrift, being fools for 
his fake, and, according to our meafures, conformable 
to his death. This is an experience which clofes the 
lips in awful fitence, and rcftratns the imagination from 
feeding upon the Tree of knowledge ; without which 
rellraint, there is a danger of our not fufficiently em- 
bracing the excellent exampk of Him, who was led as 
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which were covered with fnow in the latter end 
of the fifth month, although the weather was 
very hot with us* Thefe, with the ftecp and crag- 
gy rocks of Switzerland) and pines of various lands 
growing fpontaneoufly upon themj and forming 
ihade^ and wildemeiTes, compofe a fcene in nature 
truly magnificent ^ ii^deed for fix hundred miles 
back, the profpeft of mountains fpread over with 
vineyards, with the grandeur pf the Rhine, flow- 
ing below them, and its banks adorned with variety 
and abundance of fruit trees in fiiU bloJTom, would 
have afforded a fcene of pleafure to Ipirits at liber- 
ty for fuch enjoyment. But our hearts were on the 
whole .too fad to be captivated. thereby ^ a feed at- 
traftcd us in fympathy, which, was not fo vifiblc, 
nor had cartrled with it thefe. fenfible delights ; and 
for it, in part, we travailled in fpirit. We fpent 
one day and two nigl^ts in Geneva, where being 
informed that John Eliot and Ady Bellamy were 

a lamb to the flaug}iter, and as a flieep dunib before 
her Ihcarers. The. fpirit of this worlds in any of its 
falfe refinements, cannot prefidc here, .neither can any 
righteoufnefs of our own ; becaufe we humblingly fee 
with the apoftle, that it is not for any of thefe works 
which we have done, but of the mercy of Chrift, 
that he faveth us, atnd by thofe means which he died 
to obtain, even the wafliing of regeneration, and the 
renewings of the Holy Ghoft. Ferventiy defiring that 
thy fincere mind may, through the humbling proceiTes 
of true fpiritual baptifm, be led, in the faith and pa- 
tience, to the red which is prepared for the children 
of God. I remain in goi^el love, 

Thy Friend 

S. G. 
I4 
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waiting for us at Lyons, wc hafted to them, 
and found their patience tried by a week's detention 
in that town. We joined them, and became com- 
fortable ; and fpending one day to reft and be re- 
frefhed there, took a boat, and rapidly poured 
down the Rhine, one hundred and thirty two miles 
in feventecn hours, to a place called Pont St* Efprit, 
from which we came to Nifmes and Congenies, the 
aid and 23d of the 5th montb^ having travelled 
nine hundred and fifty miles from Amfterdam. It 
now looks pleafant to think of being fbon amongft 
our friends, and a people to whom we may fpeak 
without an interpreter ; for in that refpeft our fitua- 
tion is a fort of exile, but greatly made up, by a 
fecret fenfe, more often renewed to us than we 
might have expedted, that we are here in the ap- 
pointment of Him who gracioufly regards the fpar- 
rbws, fo that not one of them falls to the ground 
without His permiflion : and truly thefe innocent open 
hearted people are of more value than many fpar- . 
rows. We entered Nifmes, with fuch a peaceful 
ferenity upon our fpirits, as portended the acquaint- 
ance we have fince commenced with minds panting 
after the waters of Shiloh, and the ftrengthening 
pffefts of true gofpel labours. We went next day to 
Gongenies, about four leagues. Our arrival drew out 
of their habitations the people in general; fome 
looked at us with aftonilhment, and other's with 
countenances which put me in mind of Mary's 
falutation to Elizabeth. Thefe foon acknowledged 
us, and drew us into the houfe of a fteady, valu- 
able widow, where we were folemnly faluted and re- 
ccive^j and our minds melted together; and fuch 
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a ftfeam of gofpel love flowed, as fome of us 
thought exceeded what we had before experienced, 
though no words were ufed to express it. We ob- 
tained lodgings at the houfe of" a perfon not profef- 
fing with them, with a view not unneceiSarily to in- 
terrupt theni in their ufeful. employments, and to 
be at liberty ourfelves to go amongft, them as there 
appeared a fervice; but we cwily lodged there one 
night, and that with difficulty, their defire to have 
us amongft them, and to render us their fervices in 
their own way, was fo ftrong, that> after contending^ 
the point, we gave way, and returned to the widow's, 
where we were entertained with every thing of the 
beft they could fupply. Our friends are moft of them 
poor, induftrious people; but we were favoured with 
ail that was neediul, though thofe things we call fo 
are fcarce, the country bein^ generally overfpread 
with vineyards, oliveyards, and mulberry-trees. If 
can hardly be thought how comfortable we were : 
peace of mind fweetcns every inconvenience. We 
found thefe people different from our fociety hi 
their outward appearance, and in their want of fet- 
tlement, and fufficient quietude in their religious af- 
femblies ; but the humility and fimplicity of their 
meetings, attended with a lively confcioufnefs of 
their own weaknefs, make them ready to embrace 
every offer of help, that is fuited to their capacity 
and progrefs in the truth. There are a few of them, 
amongft the younger fort particularly, who furnifli 
a hope that there will be a fociety in this dark part 
of the world, eftabliflied upon the right foundation* 
We foon found, that to be ufeful to them, the 

1 5 
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vifitort muft be weak with the vifited, and in chrif- 
tian condefcenfion bear with them, till truth opened 
a door of utterance to (hew them a more excellent 
way. Their monthly meeting was held on firft day, 
wherein, of their own accord, they laid open their 
difcipline, by reading their minutes or agreements 
acceded to on their firft fetting up thefe meetings j 
which,, fw confiftency with their profeifion, zte^ in 
general, fuperiorto our expectations. But it extends 
no. farther than to a care over their poor, and one 
another's moral conduA ; they have no other tenets^ 
nor any teftimoi>ies^ recorded, by 'which they may 
be diftinguiihed ; and our little band were not with- 
c»it a guafd, with refpeft to proposing, or urging 
any thing to them, which they have not, at prefent, 
a capacity rightly to adopt and fnpport.. At Con- 
genies, and in its . neighbourhood, we fpent two 
•weeks} vifited all their families; attended their 
monthly meeting; had a meeting for conference 
with the elder rank ; a yobths meeting, and a very 
fatisfaftory public meeting with the inhabitants ; and 
diyers fdemn opportunities unforefeen : all which 
brought us into near'fympathy with them, and often 
deeply humbled and baptized our fpirits on their 
account, as well as our own. Our parting was a 
very afiTeAing CXie, but under a comfortable fenfe 
that the Shepherd of Ifrael has them under His gra- 
cious care. From Congenies we went to Giles's^ 
about twenty one miles, where there arc between 
twenty and thirty who profefs with us, as they do 
at Congenies: but they do not appear fo much 
awakened in their minds, nor fo eameft to be 
vifited. They received us; Jxowcvcri with great 
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kindncfsf. auid wer^ pleafed with the vifit^ which 
jperhaps pay be profitable to fome beyond what 
we can now fee. As without faith it is impof- 
fible to pleafe, our all-wife Direftor, fo it is 
impoffible to , pcrfevere and hold to the end in 
His fervice^ and in the humiliations which the 
creature meets with in it, without this precious 
ingredient, which is his. own peculiar gift, and ii- 
lences all fleflily reafonings. After having three 
meetings at Giles'$, we came to Nifmes, and there 
took coach for Lyons, one hundred and fifty miles* 
From that we travelled poft, by way of Roane, 
Fontainbleau, iParis, and Verfailles, to Alen^on,. 
where we arriyed the ad of the 7th month, feveral 
of us being weak and weary, after having travelled 
near fix hundred mile^^ from Nifmes. In our way 
to Lyons^ we pafied througK: Oauphine, where 
foihe of our npiinds, were not ii&fenfible of an at- 
traAive influence: but having no certain informa- 
tion of fome we had heard of there, and feveral 
of Qur company ftrongly beiiding homewards, it 
did not fecm the time eafily to find them out. 

Truly there Js a hidden, precious feed fcattered up 
and down, not only in thefe parts, but in Holland 
and Germany, meafureably gathered, bjoth from 
the fuperftitious, and the vain world 5 and feeking 
a foundation whereon they may reft thjs fole of their 
feet. This appeared beyond all doubt, both from a 
little knowledge which we obtained in thofe coun- 
tries of fome, and from that moft fure word of 
prophecy, which penetrates the obfcure receffes of 
Sion's travellers, and unites them all together in 
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the ocean of gofpel love. At Alen^on, we were 
affcAlonately received by John De MarfiUac, and 
courteoufly by his wife, wlio, through the whole of 
our vifit there, which was three days, appeared to 
enjoy the c^pany of their vifitors. Here we en- 
deavoured to take frefh counfel about the way of 
proceeding to England, which ended in the con- 
clufion, of George and Sarah Dillwyn and John 
De Mariillac going to the Ifland of Guernfey, to 
Tifit the few friends there ; and T. E. A. B« 
M. Dudley, my huiband, and myfelf, to London 
diredUy, by way of Dieppe, which we purfiicd 
accordingly, and arrived in London the 13th of 
7th month 1788. 

We have had a folitary and exercifing travel ; 
but through infinite kindnefs, are again reflored 
to our friends, and fome of us to our native coun- 
try. We attended the quarterly meeting of Lon- 
don : the fight of fo many friends was new and 
reviving to us; and the renewed evidence, that 
the Lord had been mercifully with us, that he 
had led us about, and inllrufted us, and tender- 
ly preferved us when, in child-like fimplicity, we 
depended upon his counfel, afforded, and ftill af- 
fords, abundant caufe to praife him for his mer- 
cies paft, and humbly hope for more. 

Thus, after a journey of more than two thoufand 
five hundred miles, attended with many difficulties, 
and clofe exercifes of body and mind, fhe was ena- 
bled to return to her home at Clonmel, in the 8th 
month 1788, under the comfortable fenfe of divine 
favour and proteftion. Some parts of her letters 
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Wrkten after her return, on a retrofpeft of this vifit, 
appear to be worthy of infertion. 

-^ We have had, fince leaving York, many 

licw fcenes of trial, and new demonftration of provi- 
dential care ; efpecially in the conrfe of the long and 
deeply proving journey which we undertook, in hope 
that the Hand of Omnipotence led forth to the Con- 
tinent. The ftate of mind in which I was involved 
previous to it, the inexprefEble humiliations and bc- 
fetments wHich attended the accompliihment of it, 
and fince that, the commemoration of unmerited 
fupport, with the renewed difcovery of human frail- 
ty, feem to change, in many refpcfts, the face of 
this world to me. Not that 1 am redeemed from 
the love of it ; but that I have learned to expeft lefs 
from it ; feeing more and more, that this is indeed 
a probationary ftate of being, and that our fufferings 
and joys in it are no otherwifc important, than as they 
zffdEt our attachment to the one great obje£b of eter- 
nal good, and our communion with it in the filence 
of all that is flefhly. 

It is a joyous confideration, that. the glo- 
rious light of the gofpel is emitted from the Sun of 
Righteoufnefs ; and that, though inftruments may 
be ufed to bear teftimony to it, yet that he, before 
whom all nations are but as the drop of a bucket, 
the fmall duft of the balance, and who takes up the 
iiles as a very little thing, can, when they fail, do 
his work without them> and «« glorify the houle 
of his glory." I humblingly refleft upon our late 
journey on the Continent, and am bound to ac- 
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knowledge (however as an individnal I have fsSltd in 
truly fayingt •« thy will be done") that the word of 
the Lord u laithfulnefs and truth. My mind is fet- 
tled in a comfortable belief, that, through the creat- 
ing and converting word of Omnipotence, the pure 
feed of divine li£e was vifited with greater efficacy, 
than the difcouragements which we were under, al- 
lowed us to know at that time. But ah, poor Am- 
fterdam! yea, poor Rotterdam! and many, many 
places on that fide the Continent, touching whofe 
inhabitants my foul, at times, fings mournfully to its 
weII«beloved ! 
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CHAP- VI. 



Her Concern rtfpiRiHg a Boarding Sehoot fit fi$neJi 
Touth:^ — Vtfit to Friends Families in CorL — Jcur* 
ney fo lMdon<^Vi^ to Dunkirk^ Holbindf Pjr^ 
nwnt^ i^p^-^Htr Returm^and DtfU^^-^TeJUnm^ 
nies cmcermng bft. 



IT may now be proper to take fome notice of a 
concern which had weightily engaged her atten- 
tion, refpefting the propriety of opening a boarding- 
fchool at Clonmel, for the r^eligious care and educa- 
tion of female youth. This fubjeft had, for fome time^ 
been deeply pondered, both by herfelf and her huf- 
band ; and had, at length, fo matured in their 
minds, as to afford an evidence that it would be 
right to fet forward the work. 

Their^ motives for this undertaking appear to be 
purely difinterefted, and with the fingle view of pro- 
moting a guarded and religious education of chil- 
dren v being themfelves in eafy circtimftances, and 
under no neceffity to purfue this employment, for 
family fupport. 

When we consider the fufceptibility of youth to 
early imprefiions, with the general permanency 
thereof on their minds; and refieA that they are 
foon to participate in the concerns of life, and will, 
in a few years, be the principali on this flage of be- 
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ingi wc cannot bnt perceive tlie cxtenfivc impor- 
tance, both to individuals aad the community, of an 
early moral and religions education. 7 nor be fiirprif- 
ed that this earneft labourer for the good of man- 
kind, ihould feel it her duty to cultivate this furc 
ground of general reformation, and to encourage 
others, upon pure principles, to engage in 'an em- ■ 
ployment fo truly honorable and pfo4u£Bve of good. ^ 

Though under doubts and difcouragements of 
mind, ariiing chiefly from the humble fenfe of her 
own weakncfe, and want of qualifications for fo ar- 
duous and important a fervice, {hi was enabled to ' 
open the propofed inftitution, the month after hef • 
return from the Continent. 

She was much concerned that the children co«n^ 
mitted to their care, might be prcferved in inno-^ 
cence, and trained in. the paths of piety and virtue; 
and when not called from home on religious fervice, 
laboured faithfully in advancing fuch meafures as 
tended to promote the folid advantages of this inftt^ 
tution. 

/ On the fubjeA of this fchool, there does not ap- 
pear to be much remaining written by herfelf: a' 
few of her letters have, however, been colle£bed, 
exprefEve of her tendcmefs left fhe might interfere 
with other inftitutions ; and of her cautious ilepping^ 
in this concern ; with divers other inftruftive fenti-^ 
ments ; moft of which have been extrafted, and are 
as follows : 

The profpeft of removing to Ireland in 

any line, continues to my mind very awful ; and un- 
dertaking a matter of fo much coufequence as the 
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fffopofed fchool, is not lefs fo : but if our friends 
whofc judgments we efte^m, feci uncafy with it, and" 
freely exprcfs thcmfelves, it will rather be' a relief 
than a difappointment-^ efpecially as we have no in-' 
tention of getting, or faving money by it to ouffelves/ 
If we are but fa^^oured to fee the work of our day, 
and found faithful in the performance of it, though' 
ever fo humbling to fleih and blood, I fometimes 
think, it is all that I defire. 

^-- I don't like the thoughts of crowding new 

ihftitutions upon friends, impoflng objeAs, cr doing 
any thing which has the remoteft appearance of op- 
pofing our own, or others' profpefts, by dividing or* 
Mattering the little ftrength, which, if put together, 
might prove no more than fufficient for one under- 
taking at firft-; though afterwards, it might encreafe 
for whatever further openings might be perceived in 
the truth. 

1 have, at times, been mu^h deprcflcd 

with a fear of interfering with the fchool at Mount-^ 
meliick, and difcouraging the valuable friends en- 
gaged therein. I felt moft eafy to write them a few 
lines, with a view, as I tell them, *< to open a door 
for a free communication of fentimcnts, rcfpefting* 
what we both have in view ;"expreflBng my love and^ 
cfteem for them, and belief, that as both they and 
we are difinterefted in our views, defirous of promot«» 
ing the fame caufe, and rightly directed, we fhall 
move, either feparately or together, with a comfort- 
able degree of unity and fympathy ; and requefting 
their opennefs with me, in faying whether any thing 
has occurred to them, on hearing of our plan, which 
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would be any ftrength or encouragement to them, 
and which is in our power to afibrd; whether they 
wUh us to be united in our undertakings, or think 
that two fchools will anfwer ; and laftly, whether, 
they do not think it will be better for them fteadilj 
to purfue their own profpefts, tiUi our houfe is 
opened, (if ever it Ihould be) and then to ftand re- 
figned, either to unite or keep feparate, as at that 
time appears beft. So much feemed a little relief 
to myfelf to fay, feeling great affe^^ion and ten* 
demefs towards them; at the fame time that my 
own faith is nearly trijed. I, however, feel a hope 
as I am writing, that if our offering is not ac- 
cepted, but proves like David's propofing to buU4 
the houfe, that, neverthelefs, we fliail feel that iecret 
fupporting language, << thou didft well, in that i^ . 
was in thine heart, &c." 

Doft thou not wonder at the undertaking 

we have in view ? my dear R. G. has kindly con- 
defcended to make ample preparations for a board- 
ing MlooT for girls, and has built a coniiderable 
addition to our prefent dwelling ; which ftands up- 
on an ifland, in a navigable river called the Suir. 
It is about a hundred yards acrofs, and near a 
quarter of a mile long ; has on one fide of it, the 
quay and town, and on the other, cultivated moun- 
tains, which feem almoft to hang over it. The 
profpeA from the front of the houfe, is through 
the garden and a pafture, to the river and valley^ 
and is terminated by a verj^ high and nigged 
mountain, feveral miles diftant. The place is al- 
together very commodious, and pleafant for the 
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intended purpofe $ but how we ihall meet with 
fuitable, difinterefted perfbns for undertaking the 
imme<][iate care of the children, &c. is not dear | 
a hope however cheers us, that If our Views arc 
right) and deferring a blefling, att things, need- 
ful will be afibrded us in tht needfiil time, t 
ihould like to have ftich, for ^moft every ftatiod 
inthd fsLxmlyf as pofiefs a fincere concern for the. 
prdi^rity of the Wdrk, ^d find a dedication in> 
theii' own hearts to it $ being afiraid of drawing 
anj, tpk^rclj tb gratify ourfelves, that' have not 
fom]S'fu€h foundatibn ' to fupport them in foafons 
of- trials which, generally, more or lefs, attend the 
moft upright and 'difinterefted defigns. 

, , 1 . ; .. I have had a very lol^ dull time of late 
about this undertaking, from a fear that we ihall 
not be found equal to it. I don't mean, in the 
fight of men, for probably we could' not pleafe 
all) 'let us«<fo ever fo well) but I mean in the 
fi^ of Him' whofe bleflSng is miore craved and 
panted: a^er,' thah the moil fpecious appearance^ 
it can wear. 

*-.— — Having formerly mentioned the dif^ 
couragements of my mind in the fetting out of the 
fi:hool we are engaged in, it is but juft alfo to fay^ 
that things refpeAing it now wear a pleafanter af- 
pe£^; with a hope that that which was fown in 
weaknefs, feems, through divine help, (for to that 
only it can be attributed) rifing into greater 
ftrength. The minds of fome of our precious 
charge are evidently encreafing in verdure, by the 
dew of heaven ; and, in the gencril, innocence is 
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to be felt from the influence of their fpirits. 
Our helpers alfo grow (we hope) in the root of 
true religion. Indeed^ did the world, or our re- 
ligious and cml concerns with its inhabitants, fpeak 
no more trouble to us than what we find upon 
our tittle ifland^ it would be too great a ftate of 
profpertty for human nature ju-ofitably to be in- 
dulged with } for even that calls for a watchfiilneis 
and induftry, which the flefh is at enmity with» 
and which I fear being found wanting in. To 
feel an evidence diat we are under the care and 
bleffing of the Shepherd 4md Bifhop of fouls, af- 
ter confiiAing doubtings refpefting it, is fuch a 
cordial as reanimates the foul to fight the good 
£ght of faith, and to lay hold on eternal life. In 
feafons of favour this has been the cafe ; but it 
is hard to lay down all thefe precious gifts, itill 
to walk as the mafter walked^ to teftify, by our 
dedication, that we believe he came to fave fin- 
ners, and, as to the means whereby his glorious 
work is promoted, to fay, ^< jxot my will, but 
thine be done/' 

In the 1 2th month 178B, fhe engaged, with 
other friends, in a vifit to the meetings and families 
of friends in the city of Cork : and during her em- 
ployment in that fcrvice, the following letters ap- 
pear to have been written. Though they do not 
exprefs much account of the vifitj yet they may be 
acceptable, from the inftruftive remarks they con- 
tain, and the weighty and concerned fpirit which 
they manifcft under this engagement* 
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r- We have been fteadily engaged with fit- 
ting in four families a day $ and though we often 
feem ready to give up,: and feel like imprifoned fpi- 
rits, yet, upon the whole, we have no juft caufe to 
he difcouraged J beft help being, near to ftrengthen 
us with might in our inner roan, or fuch a propor- 
don of it as is neceffary for the performance of, and 
perfeverasice in, the. work of- the prefent day. As 
doing the- will of our heavenly Father, is the only 
thing really worth living for, I wifli to confider it 
as an unmerited favour, to know what that will is, 
and to be furniihed with any degree of capacity to 
do it. 

■■ The feafon of the year, the clofenefs of 

the city, and the complicated occaiions of hea- 
viuefs and deprefEon, in the view of the ftate of 
things here, all contribute to fuffering both of body 
and mind ; fo that were lye clear of unprofitably 
adding thereto, we do not lack a pretty full cup 
thereof. Indeed we have no bufinefs to feek for a 
portion or baptifm, dififering in nature from that 
which the great Pattern himfelf fubmitted to, and 
which the true feed here and elfewhere, have ftill, 
for wife purpofes >^o experience. 

— : Whether any good may come of our la- 
bour and travel here, muft be left : it is the bleffing 
only which can render this, and every other endea- 
vour of the poor fervants, efie^tuaf to the building 
up of any drooping member jn the tnoft holy faith. 
My foul has in the courfe of our vifit to the families 
of friends in this city, pafTed by the gates of death. 
But the deceitfulnefs of my own heart is fuch, that 
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it cannot be removed by pleafant things ; nor does 
fitnefs for the little fer?ices we are engaged in, 
fpring out of the moft ienfible and gratifying o^ra- 
tions of the fpirit ; bat out of thefe unfearchable 
baptifoos, which) neverthelefsi demonftrate they are 
of the Holy Ghoft and fire, becaufe they leave .an 
empty temple, a temple ready to be filled with the 
prefence wherein there k life. According to my 
fmall knowledge of good^ I may aflert that, after all, 
the joy of the liCMrd is our ftrength ; and were it not 
that, in the beginning of this vifit, my fpirit had 
been fweetly confolated therewith, I very much 
doubt whether, from many of my feelings and deep 
provings fince, I ihou)d have held out till now: 
peradventure it poflefled fome of that facred efficacy, 
which Elijah's forty days fuftenance is diftinguifhed 
for, and thereby, to the praife of that grace, by 
which I am what I am, my confidence has not whol- 
ly failed me in the deeps. — All that is within me 
prays, that as we have been mercifully ftrengthened 
to drink, in this place, a bitter cup, we may not, in 
our own wills, refiife any dregs which in infinite 
wifdom are intended, in part, to conftitute the cup 
of falvation. But the fle(h is weak 1 A few have re- 
fufed us, and whether their hearts will relent, is yet 
to tryi We cannot however but fympathize with a 
tried, affli^led remnant in thb meeting, whofe hands 
I do believe, will grow ftronger and ftronger, be 
more and more inftruded to war, and their fingers 
to fight; for however the boafters over the pure' 
lowly feed may exalt themfelves, yet they cannot 
ftand in the day of judgment^ nor prevent the fill- 
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'filing of the ]j>roinife, that the law ihall be magni- 
fied and made honourable. I concluded to ftay 
thirds day meeting j and though, as is often my lot, 
ipeaking to men did not relieve my inward oppref- 
fion, yet in proftration before the almighty Helper, 
who in abundant mercy is touched with a feeling of 
our infirmities^ there was a fecret fuftaining evidence, 
of living again in His prefence, whereby thofe bones 
that were broken dkl rejoice. Thus are the poor of 
the flock helped in their extremities, and encou- 
raged to maintain their confidence in the omni- 
potent gathering arm of Ifrael's Shepherd. 

— May we not be afraid of fuffering ; for 
in this land however, they that dwell with the 
feed, muft dwell in a low fpot, and give up their 
names to reproach, *' If ye were of the world, 
the world would love you, but becaufe ye are not 
of the world, the world hates you : it hated me 
before it hated you." To be of this happy, though 
afflided number, is more to be defired than to. 
join ourfelves in afiinity with a fpirit which, in- 
ftead of fuflFering. with the feed, wars againft it, 
in the wrath and cruelty of the king of the locufls 
which came out of the pit ; a fpirit that cannot 
ftand in the day of judgment, but which being 
airy and unfettled, leads from the quiet habita- 
tion, and leaves the mind without a ftay. How 
excellent, yea how much to be defired, is that 
ftatc wherein,' through hblj chaftifement and fiif- 
fering for the feed's fake, that precious feal of 
adoption, the bnguage of Abba Father, is feel- 
inglf obtained and.^ breathed ! This is indeed a 
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Something in ourfelvcs wherein we can rejoice, a^ 
unmerited gift which excludes all boafting, ,2, 
prefervative from moving in the line of others' 
experience, further than it is made our own, or 
from having our rejoicing in them. Were the 
aAive. members of our fociety, more generally and 
individually gathered to this deep inward feeling 
of the life of truth, and the evidence of its opera- 
tions in themfelves, how much more effe^4 
would their labours be, in building up one ano- 
ther 'in the moft holy faith ? I am afraid for 
myfelf; I long to be more truly weighty in my 
own fpirit; not to aflume a confequence amongft 
men, or to plume myfelf with borrowed feathers ; 
but really to be preferved in company with the 
feed, and through its operations, to live, move, 
and have my being, in the church efpecially. A 
feries of deep excrcifes has fallen to my lot, on 
account of the law and teflimony of truth in this 
province, and near fympathy with fome who dare 
not let it fall to the ground, without difcovering 
themfelves, and on whofe fide they are. Thefe 
find it to be a day of trial, of perplexity, and of 
treading down ; and there are fo few, even amongft 
the well minded, who are fkilful either in lamen- 
tation, or in war, that the work lies heavy on a 
few ; and fometimes I am afraid, that the oint- 
ment made after the art of the apothecary, gets 
unpleafantly tinAured by the deaffil flies (the un- 
quickened efforts for the caufe) being cafl into 
it. 
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■ ■ - ^ 'ThottglvJ often find it my duty to wa(h 
Vid anoint, rather than appear to men to faft» 
yet the fccret travail of my foul is forrowful, 
and befet with many difcooragements unknown but 
to itfelf, and its almighty Helper ; and I find, that 
the more deep and hidden my exercifes are, and the 
more I feek for ftrength to unite myfelf, in a cove- 
nant never to be broken, with the Beloved of my 
foul I the more I am capable to diftinguifli the con» 
folations of the Spirit, the pure unerring Spirit, 
from every Inferior or corrupt fource of gratifica- 
tion to the natural fenfes. I know my experience 
of this is but very fmall, and yet, as far as I have 
attained, I have abundant caufe to admire the. wif* 
dom there is in the paths, of true abafednefs and 
felf-denial } yea, the fortrefs they lead to, and the 
fafety there is in them* 

. Never are we favoured with a clearer perception 
of our religious duty, . in little as . well as greater 
things, than when our fpiritual eye has been pur- 
ged, by the .mlniftration of fome baptifm.that has 
afflidbingly removfxl every film of felf-love ; which 
•difcovers itfelf by an over-attention to our own 
reputation, to the eafe of the flefh, and a defire 
for pleafant things in fpirituals as well as temporals. 
Ah \ may we think nothing too near or too dear to 
part with, for the fecret acceptance of the Belov- 
ed! The very putting forth of liis hand, as through 
the hole of the door, little as the intimation may 
feem, is a powerful call to admit him in the way of 
.his coming, however it may oppofe Our own way, 
K 
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She attended the half year's national meeting . at 
Dublin in the 5th month 1789; and from thence 
went to Tork| where fhe made her relations and 
friends a fliort vifit, and proceeded pretty direAly 
for the yearly meeting at Lcmdon ; which fhe at* 
tended, and returned home with an eyidence, that, 
in this journey, fhe had been occupied in her pro- 
per place. This is agreeably teftified by the follow^ 
ing letter, which is the only one that has appealed 
on this occafion. 

■' Our little flock looks pleafant and healthy. 
Our joy was mutual at meeting yefterday, and home 
is felt' by us to be a peaceful retreat. In a little 
fitting which we had at home in the evening, there 
feemed fome ability to lie down as bcfide the ftill 
waters ; a confoling experience : and on looking 
back upon our late jburney, though there was no 
great profefled draft to it, a hope arifes, that, con- 
fident with our religious duty, wc were going on 
with the work of the day. 

In the latter part of the year 1789, (he felt her 
mind drawn to have fome public meetings in divers 
places, where none of our fociety dwell, particu- 
larly at the town and garrifon of Ejnfale; where, 
as well as at other places, thefe fervices tended to 
open, and fpread the knowledge of the truth. 
Concerning her vifit to the abovementioned place, 
fhe writes thus : 

— In much fear, and I truft humiliation of fpirit, 
I have been to the town of Kinfale, and foffered to 
have appointed, through an apprehenfion of duty» 
a public meeting thert. It was large, nearly as 
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much fo as the houfe belonging t6 the feckty woiild 
admit. There appeared to be about two hundred 
people, who generally t^ehavlsd with decency and 
folidity, and the meeting ns^ owned with the ga- 
thering influence of Ifraers Shepherd | which, in 
time of filence, was I thought comfortably eJcperi* 
enced. We alfo paid a viiit to the fort, and par- 
ticularly to a large company of deferters, who arc 
collected there for tranfportation, many df them 
good looking young men; and I alfo Tcntured to 
remind fome of the officers, of their religious and 
civil duties. It was altogether a fervice much in the 
crofs, and deferving of no reward, for want of time- 
ly refignation to it : but, in unmerited mercy, I 
was favoured with a peaceful calm, which my be- 
loved companions alfo enjoyed, and earned with ho- 
neft labour. 

She was, indeed, much concerned, and laboured 
in her meafure, for the propagation of that holy 
principle, which is the light, and life of men $ and 
fhe counted nothing too dear to give up, or part 
with, for the promotion of this pure word in their 
hearts. A renewed evidence of this appears, in a 
frefh inflance of dedication to a very trying and 
arduous fervice« During her late travels on the 
Continent, her mind had often fyjnpathized in fe- 
cret, and been united in gofpel love, with a precious 
feed fcattered up and down in thofe parts 5 but 
•which, it feemed not then the appointed feafon, to 
Vi&t in perfon. This time ^ow approached, and, 
•as ike apprehended, in the openings of divine wif- 
K 2 
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dom ; fo that fhc believed it her indifpenfable duty, 
to gWe herfclf up, in pure refignation, to this fer- 
▼ice ; which appeared in her view, to -comprehend 
a vifit to Dunkirk, 'Holland, Pyrmont, and fome 
other parts of Germany. Uiider the weight of this 
important concern, (he experienced the near fym- 
pathy of friends of the monthly and quarterly 
meetings to which flie belonged, with thofe of the 
national meeting in Dublin, and yearly feledt meet- 
ing in London ; who concurred in teftimonials of 
their unity and approbation* Thus ftrengthened 
hj the feelings and concurrence of the church, 
and bf a fimilar concern of her friend George 
Dillwyn, (he fet forward to engage in the work 
before them, in the 6th month 1 790 ; accompanied 
alfo by her hufband and Sarah Dillwyn, who felt 
their minds engaged to enter with them on this 
journey. 

Her letters written under the profpeft of this \i- 
fit, during the progrefs of it, and upon its conclu- 
fion, appear to form, in general, fo regular and 
conneAed an account of it, that nothing further ap- 
pears neceffary, than to lay the extracts from them 
before the reader. 

2d month 1790. I feem very like one who hath 
no refting place 00 earth, or any confoliitions here 
in which I dare to truft ; but if I am found worthy, 
in the fmalleft dcgre^ to referable the great and 
holy High Prieft of our profeffion, it is enough. 
As to the performance of great works, I look not 
for it J my mind is taught to believe that I iiavc 
no right thereto, or rcafon to expeA that an x^^ 
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ftrttment fo feeble, and fo little a time in ufe, 1$ 
likely to be owned, in any extraordinary degree, ia 
the difcharge of my fmall part of the great work. 
But my fpirit hath often been dipt into fympathy 
inexpreffiblej with a feed in thofe parts, of whiclji 
I have not yet attained the outward difcovery, and 
peradventure, this fecond vifit may prove like fifh- 
ing, and catching nothing. This I defire to leave, 
and to attain to a daily and fimple reliance upon 
unerring direction, which the creature knows muft 
be attended with a dying daily. 

2d month 1790. We ftand in need of care, both 
of our own, and that of our friends ; our endea*!^^ 
vours for peace being, in many refpeAs, in a line 
rather new and important, and in which we defire 
to be preferred from moving further, than the 
good Shepherd leads and goes before. — It has not 
been without a portioli of deep exercife, and fre« 
quent baptifms, knqwn only to the Searcher of 
hearts, that I have obtained fo much ftrength as to 
taft my burden for a time upon the church ; and 
fince they have taken it, and I believe fome of them 
felt it, my relief has, beycmd my expectation, been 
effcfted* — But this is temporary. I knqw, in a fpi- 
ritual fenie at leaft, that- bonds and afiliCtions await 
me ; yet with thankfulnefs may acknowledge that, 
feeling the everlafting arms to be underneath, none 
of thefe things at prefent move me. — My capacity 
to promote the work of Vighteoufnefs on the earthy 
is very fmall ; but according to that capacity, I 
long to be found fakhful, not counting my life dear 

K3 
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unto myfdf. — I have not heard of any CQipp9Ric9» in 
the little fervices before mc> nor do I feel any anxiety 
on that head \ believing that) if the concern is rights 
fuitable fellow labourers will be providedi without; 
any toUmg interference of mine. 

3d month 1790. M^^ my mind be prcfcrved in 
ftability ;o the end s for that I both watch and 
przj, well knowing that when I lofe that> it muft 
be diftinguifhed mercy indeed, that preferves my 
poor little veflel from total wreck. As a very hard 
gale of even fair wind may occafion great danger, 
fo I perceive that the urgency I feel, at times, in 
my fpirit, to do the Mafter's appirehended will, may 
render fruftrate the gracious defign, if ballaft be 
not on board. I never felt my mind fo fenfiUy (ui^ 
tamed in the profpeA of any journey before. I 
efteem it an unmerited mark of the gveat Shepherd^s 
condefcending care, who hath, blefled be his Name^ 
richly replenifhed my foul with fidth, and fo abun^ 
dantly miniftered its lifter virtue, patience, that my 
frail tabernacle being at times overcome^ the |aa^ 
guage of my heart is finular to that of die SjKMife | 
« Stay me with flaggons, cbmibit me widb ai}pl]e% 
for I am fick of love.** 

lliis i$ a difpenfation whii^ I do not expeft to 
continue ; for when a teftimcHsy of this love » caHed 
for, when difficulties are to be encountered, both 
within and without,^ when we are to be offered up 
a facrifice in the fervice of the chriftiaa faith, 
oh how inconftant is the human heart t how many 
fubftitutes for obedience, how many fobterfiig^ 
does it find I Remembering thefe things, the wof m- 
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wood and the gall> yea the anguifhing exercifes at«^ 
tendant on our late journey, my heart is humbled 
within me, and prcfcrvcd from expeAing the. journey 
in profpedt to be nnmixed with fimilar trials; or 
eTen to fee in it, gratifying demonftrations of that 
glorious work, which, in gofpel viiion, is beheld to 
be begun in the German Empire^ and many other 
parts of the globe lefs known to us. On any pre- 
iumption of this fort, I have not dared to take one 
ftep i but have much defired that my fpirit may be 
deep enoughf according, to my meafure, to fufifer 
and rejoice only with the pure feed, whether ob-> 
vloufly the figrtree bloflbm,^ and fruit be pa the 
viae, or not. 

On lecond day morning, at the yearly 
meeting of miniftecs and elders held in London the 
.17th of the 5tti month, our certificates were read; 
whichy far beyond what I durft have looked for, 
created expreilions of gospel unity and church en^- 
CDuragemenf, that wtere not entirely unfeafonable to 
nfy iittnd:; fieeling myifelf as poor a^ feemed poffible 
fi)r %irxtualr esuftence. But what alfo greatly con* 
tnbut^ to* lift up my head above the overflowing 
bfflows^ aad fyf, to the winds and the waves^ « Be 
fUUy" was the indisputable evidience, that the Maf- 
ta; hadt firparaibed* fo9 a fimilar wprk, my beloved 
friend, Geovge Diliwyni; uadfr. which his oppreffed 
nunid was confbrained publicly to acknowledge^ to 
his own^ and others relief, that he believed it to 
be his duty to go with us. How precious is that 
hfllp,^ which is difpenfed in better wifdom than our. 
K4 
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own ! and being the firuit of mercy, it is often re- 
ferved for the moment of extremity. It was a very 
folenm uniting feafon $ the fpirit and the bride (the 
^ church) appeared cordially to unite in the fame lan- 
guage of encouragement. I greatly defire a heart 
capable of humbly and reverently returning accept- 
able obedience for theie favours, in the few feeble 
fteppings through my future pilgrimage. Trials I 
have learned to expeA, having a difpofition that 
will not fufier me to be exempt, till it becomes loft 
in the ocean of gofpel love. In ourfelves, as in the 
world, .there is trouble ; oh that our acquaintance 
may become more and more intimate with Him, in 
whom is the fulnefs of undefiled peace ! Then may 
we rejoice in every tribulation, which has urged us 
to lay hold on eternal fubftance. No female com- 
panion appearing, our former valuable fellow tra- 
veller^ Sarah Diliwyn, was naturally looked to, and 
no obftruAions occurring, Ratcliffe monthly mect«- 
ing (of which ihe is a member) cordially tefiified its 
approbation therewith, and granted her a certificate. 
Thus we four being banded, left London (Jofhua 
Beale accompanying us) on the feventh day after 
the yearly meeting. There we met with many 
friends like bone of our bone, and fleih of our fielh.;. 
yea, fo cemented have fome of us at times felt, an 
fully to convince us that it was the work of both 
grade and nature 5 the latter of which, in our many 
feparations, is learning I truft to be more and more 
fubjeft, and to furrender its will to the divine will, 
which indeed fwcetens many bitter ctips, and 
ftrengthens us to fay amen to every reqmring of 
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troth* Without this experience, how are we like 
buttocks unaccuftomed to the yoke ! The yearly 
meeting was large, andfatisfaftory in a good degree } 
but foch aflemblies, compofed of minds fo various, 
have generally a confiderable p<Mrtion of ex^rcife 
and weight for the feeling part of its members ; and 
it b an unfpeakable favour that there are foch pre^ 
ferved in the church, whofe fpiritual faculties are 
ib alive, that, like watchers on the walls of Zion^ 
they can give an alarm at the new and various at- 
tacks, which our common and unwearied enemy 
is making upon truth's ramparts : and it is alfo a 
diftinguifhable mercy in our poor fociety,. that ther^ 
are, amongft the younger part of it^ fuch as, by 
the livelinefs and fiiithfulnefs of their fpirits^ pro<» 
mife a fucceifion of ftandard bearer$« 

We were at Rochefter on firit day, at the 
monthly meeting at Canterbury on third, and got 
to Dover that evening;, from whence we failed next 
day for Dunkirk, and had a fine, bfit. flow paflage, 
being on the water fixteen hours* Here we found 
John De MarfiUac waiting for us ; and Jofhua Beale, 
alfo uniting himfelf to us^ we became fix> in num- 
ber. The day we arrived^, was their week day; 
meeting ^ and it may with- thank^lnefs be acknow* 
ledged, that- it was mercifully owned, with ^ivine 
refrelhment, and the communication of counfel 
from the living fpring thereof. And what tended 
to heighten out joy, on fitting down wit}> the 
frioids here, was the fcene which we had beheld 
juft before. What they calL the hoft was carried 
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tbeofj Willi fbcK a proccffion of the army, eop- 
poradoD, clergy, and little children, as I nev«r 
txw befere, or could hzve fuppofed} there being 
masf thoofimds both of peeplc, and knages of 
tibfo^ pewter, anil wood} famdreds of candHea 
near b fcet lengi abundsoice of rich filk and 
other ^ftraentft} barefooted and fliaven headed 
firkra; mafic, drums, ftc cannon firing, and hells 
ringing. So ^at, after all this ftir, to ik down 
with cmr friendK, under our own irines ond fig«>tFeesa 
md meajbrabfy to partake ot iublbntial food, was 
truly ycjoni; and more ei))ecially ib, under the 
beHef that the one fl^l- decrcaft^ and the oth^ 
oncreafe. We fpent a full week at Dunkirk, to a 
good degree of fiitisfa^on, perceiving the Ueffing 
that thofe new fettlers may be in that land, 
and at this important junAnre, if they wifely 
keep to, and are gracioufiy kept by^ the preferv- 
ing, unchangeable principle of truth. They are at 
prefent. worth Tifiting, and their number ia likely 
loon to be encrealed from Nfuitucket^ 

After hating foisr public meetings in Dun-^ 
kirk I (at all which divers not- of our fociety at«* 
tended) and feveral private ones, we proceeded to 
Oftend, (B. R« going with us) here we fpent a 
day to fatisfadioi), finding a man and hb wife 
from London belonging to the foeiety, who had 
not feen any reputaUe friends for ieven or eight 
years. Though they had the marks of being, in 
fbme degree, robbed and fpoiled, yet there was 
aUb fomething in them to vifit^ and which accej^^ 
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the tcftunony- of truth, as lar as related to th«m*> 
ieW«s. DiT«rs books were ajfo fcattered, and not 
without a hope that the bieffing accompanied ibzne- 
of them.} for even in this little fervice, there is a 
great difference in our. feelings. It is often like 
cafting bread upon the waters^ and,^ fbmetimes> , 
without hope of return in any- day or. agc*^ From 
Oftend we continued our courfe along the coaft^ .. 
by way of Bruges, Fluihing, and Afiddleburgh ; at . 
the two latter of which^ we folemnly paufed, and al« • 
fo expofed our(elve$ to the obfervation and acquaint* 
ance of the people ; intimating to fome our en^nd) . 
and making enquiry for fuch as were feeking the 
truth. With fome fmali exception, they appeared 1 
to be in their ftrong holds, and fenced cities, .i&<A 
tent upon this world's gain, which is^ with too 
much propriety, called their god. However, a few 
books were left among them ; and finding the fon 
of a friend at Middleburgh, we had an bpportu^ 
nity of religious retirement with him, and of drop* 
flmg fuch counfeV as opened therein. H^appear-* 
ed, hf his acknowledgement and' attention to us} 
to accept the vifit kindly ; but his fituation is cx^ 
cccdingly unfefe. From Middleburgh we went t<> 
a Kttle port, called Gampveer, and tftere hined-si 
Ycfftl to take us to Rotterdam. Wc had- a vcjry 
pleafant paiTage, our minds being - favcnired wh^ 
much> tranquiHity; and. after a- thirty hqurs failj 
arrived at otir port, the- i8th of the 6th. n^nth f 
where, as we expefted, we entei^ kito a ireii 
trial of fidelity to the precious caufe. * Here W^ 
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ilaid three days, vifited fome fonner acquaintances^ 
who were very kind ; and commenced new ones 
with fuch as feemed to nnderftand how to receive 
difciplesy in the name of diiciples. To one or two 
of this clafiy our minds were particularly united* 
Being there on a firft day, we had two public 
meetings, both confiderably attended, but efpeciaU 
ly the latter, which was alfo a truly folemn and 
profitable opportunity. Between Dunkirk and Rot- 
tfrdam, we had divers opportuaities of diflemi-r 
lading the knowledge of the [M^inciple of truth, 
ky the diftributioa of books, and fome confer- 
ences in a private way ; but had no public meetr 
ing, though our minds were, in feveral places^ 
brought under a confideraUe weight of exercifej 
which leem^d to anfwer no more end, than thq 
people's walking round the walls of Jericho ^ and 
were M not that we are convinced, even from 
outward oUervation, that the Lord is at work in 
the kingdoms of men, and making a way for his 
own feed, we.mighr conclude, that, the fortifica-- 
lions which this world's fpirit hath ereAed, par- 
ticularly in Holland, will hardly ever be taken 
down. We went pretty dire£Uy from Rotterdam 
to Amfterdam, where we had our ihare of fecret 
dippings and difcouragements ; bat not ezpe£ting 
great things m our fetting out, or defiring to be 
borne up above a feeling o£ what we are, and 
the ogpreffion and obfcurity of the true feed, ire 
»re the lefs* expofed to a ipirit of difmay s . and 
^«D^aged at thaes^ in fimpl^ty, to fit d^wn togo- 
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ther, profeflediy to witt for the guidance of truth, 
or a cUfcovery that the cloud tc&% upoa the u- 
bernacle. In thefe fe^tfons, we have been ftrength* 
cned, and cemoited in beit unity, and alfo en- 
couraged to hold 00.. in a, path to be trodden more 
•by faith, than fights 

. In the public meetings, of which we have at« 
tended three^ we experienced pain&l exercife ; and 
yet I thought on firft day, that both the fittings 
were, upon the whole, folid and lively- We re- 
ccived accounts of our brother, Jofeph Grubb be- 
ing in a vprj declining ftate of health, which had 
made its appearance before we left home ; and 
being in partnerihip with my Robert Grubb, and 
the care of bufinefs forbidden to my brother, my 
hufband thought it his duty to ofier him all the 
relief he coyld ; a tranquil mind refpefbing outward 
things, being of unfpeakabk conlequence to the 
btter part of a man's life : this, without any anxr 
iety about our own property, and a prefentiment be-* 
fore we .left- home, that he would hardly go 
through the jpurney, induced us, though nmch 
in the crois, to feparate^ We were detained at 
Amfterdam longer than we expeAed ^ one occafi-^ 
on of which was the printing of fome extracts from 
Hugh Turford's writings, with an addition from 
Mary Brook on filent waiting, which fome of 
our company tranflated into French^ It contains 
^ery fuitable matter for the prefent age, and is an 
acceptable publication to J> M. and B.. R. to 
diftribute in France, and alfo convenient ta us ia 



Uik. jowrtKji^ at miiiy uikkvftnui French* Wo 
IkGMre/» large ftock of othcp books,. V9rf dljpble 
fi»r our porpofCy whfeh.the meeting for fuffisrings 
has given u» for diftribu^Iom 'Die 6th of the^ 7th 
tOQOMhf we- came to Utvepht, where J. M, b^&g ten* 
der took cold, and was confkied next da§r to th« 
houfe ; and as. he did not ail a. great dc^l, it fiiit- 
cd our ptaai of (pending one day quietly together^ 
hefbre we parted^ he aod^.B* R. having conclude 
ed to go from hence to Dunkirk, and J. M. from 
that place to hn homci Thia has been^ %■ trial to 
«9> bat knowmg Jw liTs^ attention t» hf& dire&io^> 
and alio his defire, if r^ht, of keeping with us^ 
we dared not to peifuode him to fiut our incli* 
Rations, and convenience i and thei«fbre, after en* 
joying each others company>, in fweet feIlow£bip 
"and tsndemefs, of f{Mrit, we parted; oni^ little 
band then coqfifBng of- George and Sarah Dillwyn^ 
J. B* and myfislf, with. the moft arduous part of 
d&e journey in profpcft. Perhaypa this Gripping of 
ovitwfcd help is wifely diipen&d to us : in tiiat 
light we view ity and davo oqt difpiite divine iii£» 
ficiency. Soon after* our friepds wei^e gone^ ws 
conchKied to pay a> viik to a fsnpily of Amfter« 
dam, (with which we wore s|c<}uai»ted when there 
before) who now refide at their <{ountry hqvitk 
pbaot half way from that city to Utrecht; and 
acconlingly fet ofl^ asd arrived abo^t $v^ and 
were received : imtc like- near^ relations united on 
the beft ground) thai^as' pecqdeof anpther n^tios 
f&d piofeffion^ We alfo met here tsv^o women; of 
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coafidptaUc aceoiin^ oa % y&Slki ta om of d)cai 
pacticul^rl)^ our nmds: ip^ce neari^ <kaiwQ^ 4ii4 
tbe little inftmAioa wluch was in oar pover t^ 
cooimiimcatey frook the eKercife of our iiii]id% 
brokei^ Sreacfaf 9iul the nib of the fcnpture^ to 
parlpcular pafiages of which we <Ureded thenar n 
the}[ occiirredy was received with » reKgiaus fenfi* 
Ulity, which groktfy united us. together^ 9nd which 
words cannot fully (et forth "^^ Though we mkcn 

♦ Some time afterwards, (he wrote the following 
letter to one of the women of that family. Remem- 
bering thy rcqucft to hear fvom our Mttle compamywheii 
we peturndd fft>m Germaayy and^ being' mow' ib near 
yo9, I £ilt an. ificlinati<(% tQ if^UthoBk %i»ittb^ T;^9al^le 
brother and Mer, tb^t^ through the mercifu) dirodtioa 
and care of providence)^ we hayc got along to a good 
degree of fatisfa^ion, and been favoured, upon the 
ivhole, with a moderate flrare of hcakh. We pnrffaed 
(niT journey from^ Utoecht, by way of ArnbsBD: and 
MiiiiA^, tQ I^yi^non^ ; t^ere w» Si^i: twy wf el^« and 
then w^nt to Rinteln» lilbden* Qfnabruch,, and Silcr 
feld f and lo, by way of Munfter, to Crevelt, DuiTddorf^ 
Mulheim on the Rhine, Elberfelt, and from thence to 
Cleves. We found a few in many of theie places, who» 
being weary of the ceremonial part of religion* are die* 
firing its living ful^nq^ and to he true wm^ppevs 
in fpirit* Thefe have many difficulties from within and 
widiout ; but if they depend, iingly> upon divine help, 
and ceafe to recommend themAllves by d&eir own dead 
works, we have a hope, that they will gradualiy r^im 
from the confufion of the carnal mind, to the trot 
fiteepfold^ Were the profeffiars of cin-iiHanity more ge* 
nerally acc^uainted wkh the unddUedreft, which thUk 
redeemed mind is ftivngthened to gather to, they would 
dete^ the fallacy of unfandified forms and nHnillry> 
and rejoicingly receive the eternal Witnefs for God 
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lament our ignorance of the* langnage of thi^ 
people, and its attendant inconveniencies, yet I 
was ne^er more convinced of the influence of 
truth qualifying to fpeak to one another in our 
own tongues, though utterly incapable in any other 
language, than that of the fpirit ; for in the pre- 
fent'cafe, we were not feniible of either us, or 
the caufe, fufiering under our apparent difadvan-^ 
tages. We cannot always judge why we are fo 
led, and why fo deftitute of fome outward accom* 
modations to the fervice, which human prudence 
would naturally point out; but I may acknowledge 
that, ,on this account, I never was more content- 
ed and fupported in an humble truft, that the 
good and Almighty Hand is with us in ^ thefe 
mortifying labours/' We left Utrecht on feventh 
day morning, and came to Wageninge, which i^ 
an agreeaUe little town. The inhabitants Were 
greatly iurprifed at feeing us, but became uncom- 
moiUy civil and courteous; in part owing to a 
man who drove us from Utrecht, who by fome 
iaeans^ oiduipwn to us, conceived fb^ favourable in 

ia themfelves, for their Lawgiver, Friend, and Com^ 
forter. 

We reflcd with fatisfadion upon our vifit to Middle- 
waart; not only in remembrance of your afPedtionate 
hofpttality, but alTo of the uniting virtue of truth upon 
our minds, which left a pleafant favour after we fepa- 
rated ; and now reviving, with renewed* defire for all 
our preferVatton, and increafing intimacy with the good 
Shepherd of his iheep, I £dute thee, my dear friend, 
ia fiflerly affedion. 

1. a 
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opinion of us, and feemed fiirnifhed ymth flich 
materials for defcription, that whereter ve ftopt^ 
he was Aire to infloence the people in our favour, 
and they . united in teftimonies of affeAion and 
kindnefs. We fpent all firft day in Wageninge; 
had a little, but folemn and refrefhing meeting of 
our own company, and had alfo the company of 
a young Prieft of good* character. He and George 
Dillwyn converfed (I believe intelligibly) upon 
fome important fubje^s in French, though per* 
haps neither of them were fully acquainted with 
the language; but the beft fenfe being prefent, 
Ihat defe£l was made up thereby. 

We jcft a few fuHable books with them, which 
were very kindly accepted j . and our parting was 
with apparent fentiments of affe^onate efteem* 
We alfo gave books to divers others, and had a 
fatisfafkion in fpending this little time amongft a 
kind, fimple hearted people. The people of the 
inn are particularly of this defcription, their con* 
duft manifefting a pleafure which they had in en* 
Curtaining us. Thefe comfortable fpots and feel- 
bgs, fomewhat refemble Elijah's food, on the 
ftrength of. which he had to travel many days. 
As neither the great work, nor the capacity to do 
it, is ours, fo we may be emboldened to hope^ 
that our acceptance, will ftand in prc^rtion to our 
obedience to .that we have, rather than to that we 
have not. From Wageninge we came to Arnheim, 
where we fpent one day agreeably, were at the 
houfe of very civil people i and though we did 
not coounence oauch acquaintance, yet were fatis- 



led ifith o«r little detention tkere, and to one o» 
other left fereral books* Here we met with a kkid 
man who ipeakt Eoglifli weli> fays he wa$ feafon* 
Mf, and effi^fhiallf ferred bf ai friend in England^ 
when he was a ftranger there $ imd this is (no doubt) 
an additlofial inducenient to laj him&if ottt to 
oblige us» whidi ho does mth the appeadraoce of 
nnch incerity* Thefe jonniesy I fometimes hopq^ 
win in future open my heart wkh move cerdtality* 
to ftrangers ) lor << knowmg &e heart of a ftranger,** 
o deficiency herein would be dauUy cuipaUew Th« 
nesat i^ce we wstM to wa» Doeiburgh, where our 
feelings were rather unufuaUy pleafimiT} but w« 
did not find any flop therdby in our progreis.. The 
landlady at the inn where in fkopped, oppeai^d and 
apfNra?ed herfelf to be far from the ooaxmon Sar% 
fcr dignity of manners and fbltfily^ if not religious 
weighchieft of mind. Her ooeduA to us- was- trol^ 
ftjendly, manifeftTBig an afl^Aion' and Kburality- be*^ 
ooming other pacts of her chara^itr. Wu: gawe her 
9- Barclay^s Apology fa» Dutch, axd; feveml bcoks hi 
Vrench^ wUeh flie appealed fiilfy quaMfied to read^ 
«id i» a good degree to^ underfbnd.: 11m wairtid 
much to pay fisr them, but on any termo was fjtad 
to receive thenri and after looking over the faa^ 
mary, promiAd tO' Itndr tbesn» among fome of her 
Siei]^ib0ursi Gtnnany is a country irery^ unlike the 
Netherlands^ both h> the face of it, and m^ the 
tnanners of its inhabitants) the peofrf^e being ls»pt 
in a ilate of greater ftrvilily under princdi of fmail 
territories^ Our difficulties in tibkc way of teairel* 
Ifarg commeneed: when wo- left Holland ^ for- alter 
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gliding dong in Trcckfckutes, upon their quiet 
waters, we got into waggons, the heft puUk con* 
vejrancea tl^c €Otmtry afforded, and the roads being 
extremely bad, we were joked to a degree not ea(]^ 
to fuppofe ; and for want of kaiowing the langua^e^ 
were impofed upon, and indoctd to take our pil^ 
fage in the poft waggtn, underftanding that we 
ihould have it to ourfeWes, arrive fealbnably at our 
Ibd^ngs the two nights in profpeft, and have time 
enough for reft. But inftead of thefe fisie things^ 
after they got our money, a Capuchin Fr»r, antfa 
very ill loolung man, were p«t in with u% and. we 
kept in tint fituation» with two meab wanting 
through a dark rainy mg^t (the wet coming in 
npon us) till three o'clock the next morning i 
jarlien, after two hours reft, we were ftnnmoned 
i^ain, and without ftofqnng to take any me^ 
£iTe our dinners, travelied on tOl we arrived, 
about one o'clock i^cxt morning, at the gates, of 
Munfter, a fortified city j where we had ta wait 
for aB entrance mor9 thair half an hour $ «Bd 
thffin had to find our bidgiag^^ asioifeg % people of 
» ftrange language, whofe pi^kxipalr obje6k waa to 
get from us all they could. This is a^ hint of 
the uMumer in which we got atoog, and I siei»- 
tieii it to ihew the tnconTenienee ftvangers are 
fiibjefb toi smd how different the fare of tfaeis 
countries is from tint of England i at the ftme 
tinie an. acknowledgement of providential care is 
abundantly due &om us* Our minds, during this 
.extraordinary triat of body and §pmX!$f weve r»- 
markaUy fiiftained wEith cheerfid tsan^iaity, and 
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Vk abounding defire to comfort one another itt _ 
this painful imprifonment. We were alfo pre* 
ferved at the time from fuVbrlng In our health, 
and found that part of two day^ reft in Mun- 
fter^ recruited us finely. 

Our ftay in that city was very fatisfaflory, finding 
it to be a place of confiderable opennefs. One man 
in particular, a profeflbr of languages in the univerfityy 
who was fick, received our men with brotherly af- 
ficAbn and joy, had very fatis&Aory converfatioa 
with them, and was glad to receive divers of our 
books, fome of which he intended to put into their 
public library. He told them of a relation of his, in 
a part of Germany where we have not been, who is 
fully convinced of our principles, but whp has not 
dared openly to avow them ; and faid, that in fome 
other parts, there are many fuch, which we have 
fince found to be the cafe. ' A ferious young noble- 
man, a pupil of his, intending to take a tour to Eng- 
land, was defirous of being refrommended to fome 
friend in London, in which George Dillwyn gratified 
him. Many other oppqrtunities* occurred of eafting 
books into the hands of ferious people, and in an 
imperfeA wzj intimating to them fuch truths, as at 
that time we were furniihed with. From Munfter 
we came, by way of Warrendorf, Paddetbom, &c. 
through Weftphalia, to Pyrmont, which we reached 
the 23^ of the 7th month. Here our minds, were 
foQH comforted in the belief, that there is a feed Sn^ 
theft partSt which, however hidden from the worlds 
and the many churches profeiEngthe chriftian name, 
aj^ pi^efiing after an efiabliihment on the right fbun- 
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dation. Our minds were greatly favoured with 
peaceful fcrenity, and a fteady reliance on providen- 
tial care ; fo that inftead of difficulties depreffing, 
they rather animated our fpirits to pfefs forward, to- 
tcard the fulfilling of our allotted portion of travail 
and exercife, and to bear up one another, according 
to our ability, through all. Neverthelefs, there 
have been feafons when Satan did not fail to fuggeft 
to the weaknefs of my mind, that we were running 
in vain* But to all our humbling encouragement, 
after we arrived at Pyrmont, and particularly in the 
fecond meeting there, among a fimple hearted, feek- 
ing people, we were convinced that it was not fo, 
and that infinite kindnefs would alfo preferve us 
firom labouring in vain. It was an opportunity 
wherein (to the praife of the grace which we depend 
upon) we may. fay, that, for a time, " the feed 
reigned over alL" Vifitors and vifited experienced 
it to be a feafon of uncommon contrition, and du- 
ring the extenfion of the holy Wing, our fpirits 
feemed gathered into perfedl unity \ fo efiicacious is 
divine life and love ! It appears that two years ago, 
there were about twenty in Pyrniont, who being un- 
eafy with the dead formality of many profeiTors, met 
together in their own houfes, fometimes reading, 
finging, or praying, as they apprehended^oft right. 
They underwent confiderable perfecution on this ac- 
count from the avaricious priefts, who perfuaded 
people not to do bufinefs with them ; and being ge- 
nerally low in the world, they fuffcred in this ref- 
pefl[; but it appears that they. were, not hindered 
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therein from meeting together: yet ibiA reft, not 
being a pure one, was broken up ; ibme of them 
finding their refcvmation from what they faw to be. 
wrong, was very fmall, concluded there was fome* 
thing more fubfbuitial than what they had yet eitpe«> 
rienced ; and this being fuggefted to the reft, occafi* 
oned a di^ifion amongft them. A few returned to 
the profeffion they had left, and the others ceafed 
to meet together ; yet it is wonderful to fee the bro* 
therly kindnefs which diftinguifhes them from others. 
They call themfelves friends, and with much pro- 
priety, to each other* We fpent about two weeks 
in Pjrrmont, with fatisfadion of mind. For three 
rooms, three beds, fire, candles, and the ufe of the 
kitchen, we paid 15s. per week, found our owii pro- 
vifions, cooked them ourfelves, with, the aififtance 
of a girl, and an elderly man, one of the friends who 
fpoke Engliflx pretty well. He marketed for us, in* 
terpreted on more important occafions, and (erved 
us with great folidity and cheerfulnefs. In many 
refpefb, we felt as if we were at home, though 
amongll a people, few of whom knew what we faid j 
but they told us by figns, that they felt that which 
was better than words, and which required none to 
fet it forth : O ! that we may be preferred in, and 
feel more and more bound to, our own line and 
meafure of duty ; that as the work is the Lord's, the 
management of it may alfo be in his wifdom, and tend 
to his glory ^ and then no matter how low and abaf- 
cd the creature becomes. During our flay at Pyr- 
jmont» we had many meetings, fome of which were 
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MiicommQiily'COiitrUliig i^ip^rninitiest \fhtnm their 
dQnht$ feemcd to fiibiide, apd the virtue of truth to 
firecten and refrcfh their weary fpirits *. In vnsaaj 
refpe£b they ure tresk, and yet To fioccpely defirous 
to obtain ^< the one thing needful," that we ente^* 
tain a hope> that fome of them will encreafe in fted* 
fiiihiefs to what they know to be right. Our minds 
are often involved in difcouragement and conflifl : 
the weaknefs of our frames, and perha{)s the proC- 
peft of the uniinifhed part of the work, may be the 
occafion of thefe. But let us remember, that till 
they are overcome by the power of viAorious faith, 
it is our feed time rather than harveft, and therefore 
wc are called upon, .by merciful and heart-folacing 
iutimations, to fow in hope. Whether any apparent 
fruits ever appear from this journey, we feem com- 
fortably fatisfied at times, that it will not be loft in 
the unlimited family of the one univerfal Parent ; 
and if we are but favoured to keep the word of his 
patience, fo as to hold out to the end, and return 
without condemnation, it will not be loft to us. We 
fet ofi^from Pyrmont for Rinteln upon a different 
plan from that on which we had travelled before ; 
ior having^a man to do little fervices for us when 
there, who is one of their friends, and fpeaks Eng- 
liih well, we faw an extraordinary cijnv.cnience 
would attend our t^kix^ him with nxftt 46^9' there- 

* At one meeting we had t}»^ company of four men, 
who walked the day before near twenty miles, to fit 
with us; and that of another man, who came about 
forty, «U»oikfoot. 
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fere have taken a light waggon, and a pair of faorfe^ 
which faTcs its impofition sind trouble in procuring 
carriages, &c. 

Our man condu£b' hlmfelf with gtesit propriety 
and fimplicity, as our friend, guide, interpreter, and 
fenrant ; being charioteer, and doing a great deal for 
us beiides. We fpent a week at Rinteln, and had 
fcTcral meetings amongft them, befides private reli* 
gious opportunities, in feveral of their families, 
and left fome of our books for a univerfity in 
that town. In our way here, we came through 
a ikirt of Hanover, where we beheld, in the im<« 
provements of the country, and the appearance 
of the people, a cheering refemblance of Eng- 
land. About Rinteln, there are near twenty of 
thofe who call themfelves friends, and fome of 
them we believe to be lively fpirited people, and 
considerably experienced in the inward work of re-r 
ligion ; of whom we have a comfortable hope, 
whether they are ever known to our gathered, 
vifible church, or not. We are now in this 
country under a frequent fenfe of inward povertyj^ 
and with many confirmations that, of ourfelves, 
we can do nothing; yet trufting that beft wif- 
dom has turned us into this little field of labour, 
we dare not, with our prefent feelings, defert it;, 
but we go on from fpot to fpot, as we appre- 
hend is moft in the line of our duty. From Rinteln 
we proceeded to Minden, where we found a lit- 
tle company of iincere hearted, and exercifed 
chriftian travellers, who appeared glad of our 
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¥ifit| and exprefied a belief *that 4t was in divine 
appointment for their good. They feemed more 
deiirous for .a right opening to fit down together in 
filent waiting, than to enter into converfation about 
what they had akcady experienced- We had feveral 
folid, and I hope edifying, meetings among them, 
to which feveral came from the country many miles 
on foot, which demonftrated their earneftnefs to 
be helped on in the right way ; amongft thefe was a 
blind woman who gets her living by fpinning, and 
who walked fcventeen miles to meet us. She is an 
example of chriftian fortitude, and true nobility; 
for on our alking her, if fhe was not under difficul- 
ties in procuring herfelf a living, fhe gratefully an- 
iwered, that her friends fometimes helped her, 
that £he knew fhe was poor, but when fhe reflected 
upon her fupplies, and the query revived in her 
mind, ** if fhe lacked any thing," the acknowledg- 
ment always fucceeded, <* nothing, Lord," She 
told Us, with great humility and tendernefs, that 
her knowledge jof the truth was not obtained by 
books or outward means, but by the operation of 
the divine principle in her own heart. I hope we 
have been preferved, thus far, from drawing the 
inward attention of thofe whom we have vifitcd, 
to ourfelves, or attaching them in the afFeftionate 
part to any reprefentation of good. The fecret^ 
Sympathetic exercife which we have felt on their 
account, and in company with them, hath, I do 
believe, brought us all at times, to the renewed 
difcovery of the everlafting foundation; and wc 

L 
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have a hope that fome of tbefe will acceptably 
build thereon. We here met with great civility, aii4 
tendemefs of fpirit, from a counfeUor and direftor 
of this place \ but the crofs is a mighty ftumbling 
block $ he o|ten makes me think of Ntcodemus: 
when we left the town, he kindly went before us to 
an Inn on the road, where he had provided coffee, 
and convened feveral of the friends to take their laft 
leave; a parting which I hope was attended with 
true folemnity, as well as brokennefs of fpirit. With 
tears, he exprefled his defire, that He who faid he 
would be with his difciples to the end of the worldi 
would go with us, and blefs his own work. Next 
day we travelled towards Buer, and dined fweetly 
in a field, on provifion which we took with us, 
whilft our borfes were eating corn. We then turn- 
ed a little out of the road, to vifit a man and his 
wife, whom the Prieft is perfecuting for abfenting 
themfelves from his place of worlhip. He has got 
the Magiftrate to fine them near twenty fhlllingSy 
(which is a great deal for them) and they refuf- 
ing to pay it, from an apprehenfion of duty, have 
fufFered diftrefs of their goods, with chriflian fim- 
plicity and firmnefs. After fpending near two hours 
with them (I hope to our and their edification) 
we came on to Buer. In the neighbourhood of 
this town live a little company of Zion's travellers, 
with whom we had a meeting; and our gracious 
Helper being near, by his good fpirit, rendered it 
an humbling and refrefliing opportunity. We have 
many encampments, and when we ihall get through 
-this wildernefs, is very uncertain ; for my part, I 
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fee no way yet ! This blindnefs is, probably, to try 
my patience, of which I feem, at times, to have a 
reducing ftock ; but am fecretly fupported, in know- 
ing Him in whom I have, through holy help> be* 
lieved. We have great caufe to be humbly thank- 
ful, for that portion of fure direction and ability, 
which, for our inftruftion as well as comfort, have 
been revealed in the midft of our weaknefs, and 
become as a table in the wildernefs, fumifhed with 
food wifely adapted to the neceffities o£ weary and 
hungry travellers. It feems very fingular, when I 
recoUeft myfelf, that we are keeping houfe in Pruf- 
fia, and confiderably united to fome of it's inha- 
bitants, who were lately entire ftrangers ; and, m 
degree, feel as if we were at home, though fo 
far from that which is called home. It is a lit- 
tle like being in a new world, yet fo near 
the old one, as to be diilinguifhed for iimilar 
evils, and that fajbkn which pa£eth away, when 
truth, which is ftrongeft of all, takes its poflefGons. 
It is very pleafant in thefe journeys to feel this 
fentiment lively upon our fpirits, " the earth is the 
Lord's," &c. We went from Buer to Ofnabruck 
the 26th of the 8th month, where we fpent feveral 
days under coniiderable exercife of mind, and not 
finding that our vifit was likely to be attended 
with any ufe, and being alfo fatigued various 
vrays, we were fo difcouraged, that we were about 
concluding to- leave the town next day, though 
w^e thought the way to it had opened as clearly as 
to moft places we had been atj but on feeling 
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further about it, wc thought it fafcft to trj a lit- 
tle longer, and not move in the dark. Our fltu- 
ation was unfavourable^ being at a Roman Catholic 
Inn where the Froteftants are afraid to come, and 
our Friend and interpreter having no acquaintance 
in the place. Thus we continued 'till feventh 
day evening, without any thing fatisfaftory occur- 
ring, except giving a few fummaries * to fome 
(hopkeepers on whom we had called, and having 
the company of a young woman who had enquir- 
ed concerning us, and difcovered a ferious defire 
to be with us, and to have; fome of our books : fhe 
appeared to us to be poiTefied of much fweetnefs, 
and valuable fenfibility. On feventh day evening, 
our men called upon the merchant, on whom 
they had a letter of credit, who fpeaks Englifh well, 
behaved with great kindnefs, and foon apprehend- 
ing their errand, (having fome knowledge of the 
fociety in England) went with them to an overfecr 
of part of his bufinefs, who was a religious man, 
and difcontented with the cereiilonious part of the 
world's worfliip. They found this pcrfon a little 
fhy at firft, but he foon opened to them with fim- 
plicity, and difcovered himfelf to be a man who was 
awakened to a profitable fenfe of his own ftate, 
and to a fincere defire to be led In divine coun- 
fel, to greater acceptance than the fhadows of things 
could yield him. He came with them to the inn, 
and we fpent the evening agreeably together. He 

♦ Thefe were books containing a fummary accoiut 
•f our principles. ■ 
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told us of a few more in the town of his fenti- 
ments, who met together every firft day evening, to 
read, &c ; and on being alked, if they would be 
willing to fit with us after our manner, he cxprefl- 
ed his own inclination fo to do ; and after inquiring 
of others, told us next morning, that it was agree- 
able to them all. In the*moming, we were fur- 
prized and comforted with the fight of a very folid, 
feeling young woman from Buer, in the capacity of 
a fervant, who had walked fifteen miles to xnt€t us, 
in confequence of a fecret draft in her own mind, 
without having any reafon to expert, from what had 
paffed, that we fhould be at Ofnabruck fo long. 
After getting her fome refrefliment, we fix fat down 
together, and had a ftrengthening opportunity, 
wherein dear George Dillwyn miniftered to us. At 
four in the afternoon, we had a meeting with about 
eight more, amongft whom was an officer, who be- 
haved folidly. It was a time of favour, and I be- 
lieve deep inftrufHon to fome there, who had not 
before feen the ncceffity of ceafing from their own 
works, and depending only upion the renewal of di- 
vine life in the foul, for qualifications rightly to 
worlhip. After meeting, we paid a vifit to one of 
their friends who was fick, with whom we were led 
mto (ympathy and filence, and to whom we impart-* 
ed fuch counfel as truth unfolded at that time. 
Thefe were relieving circumftances to us, and fet? 
us at liberty, comfortably to depart on fecond day 
morning for Hertford or Herwerden. We therefore 
fct oS with the profpeft of a pretty eafy day's jour- 
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ney, but found the road very rough, and in many 
places dangerous, and more of it than we expe^ed ^ 
(o that we were grievoufly jolted, and out till near 
ten at night, very contrary to our inclination ; for 
we tried much to get lodgings in a town a few miles 
off, but the people would not tak^ us i». We ap- 
pear very ftrange to maity bere,^ but fo different ta 
a few who are acquainted with the truth, that the 
diftinAion of countries leems almoft loft, and proves 
the cementing virtue of religion. At Hertford we 
were viiited by two religious men, who come un« 
der the defcription of thofe called friends in thefe 
parts; and they were encouraged to faithfulneis*. 
Our men alfo vifited a lawyer, who being difcon- 
tented with the ufual ceremonies of religion, &c, 
keeps much to himfelf* Next morning as we were 
at breakfaft, propoiing to depart, there came two 
men from different parts, who had walked many 
miles through the rain to meet us. One of thefe 
meuj fomc time ago, refufed to be married by the 
Frieft, in whichy and in other thii^s,, he bore » 
fteady teflimony, under perfecution, againft an hire- 
ling miniftry. The opennefs^ kindnefs, and folidity 
of his manners and countenance, were pleafant t» 
us } and being evidently acquainted with filent wait- 
ing, we had a fblemn inilrudive oj^rtunity to- 
gether. From Hertford, we proceeded to BUefeld,. 
a town where^ and in its neighbourhood, there are 
m?tny religious people, and particularly agreeable as 
to the outward ; but it was a vifit attended with as 
deep baptifm, and continual travail of fpirit, as we 
have experienced in any place that we have been in i 
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which, with the providential openings, and ftrcngth* 
to vifit the precious feed in the needful time, tend- 
ed to convince us that we were in the way of our 
duty; a moft cheering evidence, in this dreary 
wildemefs, and a full reward fbr all our little toils. 
At this place there are fome who live feparate from 
all public profeffion, who under an apprehenfion of 
being turned out of the way, were afraid, for 
a while, to give us any of their company : but be- 
ing alfo afraid to let the opportunity flip, we were 
invited to one of then* houfes, to confer with fcveral 
of them 00 fuch fubjefts as might occur, in order to 
know a litfle of each other. Both fides were fome- 
what furprized t a find fo much fimilarity of fentiment^ 
refpefting the ground and teftimonies of truth. 
They told us, that if there were a people there, who 
ceafed from all forms or aftivity of their own, and 
fet down in fimple dependance upon the operation 
of the heavenly gift, they would embrace them 
with brotherly affeftion, and rejoice to unite with 
them herein ; but they were loath to believe, that 
they two or three might be required to bear fuch a 
public teftimony; nor were they willing to unite 
with us in fo doing, for fear of the people whofe 
eyes arc much upon them. They are people of con- 
fiderable account, and are very fearful of drawing 
the lower clafs of their neighbours to themfelves ; 
and being of Nicodemus^s clafs, like better to ob- 
tain and enjoy, their religious knowledge in private. 
We had, neverthelefs, feveral opportunities of folid 
conference' together ; which, were attended with 

L4 



124 TheLIFEof 

great unanimity and cordiality; the laft of which vas 
particularly owned with the circulation of divine 
virtue^ and with ftrength fully to relieve our mind$ 
towards them* We were very kindly invited to the 
houfe of a merchant, who appears to be a very 
Cncere man. We paid him and his daughter a 
morning vifit i but they were not content with that* 
and therefore prefled us to fpend firft day evening 
with them. In the morning of that day, we fat 
together in the inn, where we had the company 
of an honeft man, who came on foot £xteen miles 
to be at meeting with us, and alfo of four others, 
of the town. In the afternoon, as J. B* was tak-' 
ing a folitary walk, he was met by a ferious man, 
who defired his company to a houfe a little way out 
of the town j he complied with his invitation, and 
when they got there, they found fourteen people 
met together, for the fake of religious improvement, 
who foon made their requeft that we would all go 
and fit with them. I was laid down, in a tried 
fituation of mind, when J. B. brought the invi- 
tation which had in it fo much of the right 
favour, that we embraced it, and immediately ftt 
off, having above an Englifh mile to walk. By the 
time we got there, they were about twenty in num- 
ber. We foon fettled down into a filence truly 
folemn, which lafted a confiderable time without 
interruption of any kind j and when the channel of 
hiftrumental miniftry opened, the precious life mer- 
cifully continued, and pur parting was under its 
tendering impreffions. This circumftance, of drop- 
ping in with a people of whom we had had no in- 
telligence, and with whom we contracted no further 
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acquaintance^ with the fenfiblfe feeling of divine care 
over thofe who are as flieep having no fliepherd, af-- 
fords altogether a fweet and pleafant refleftionj 
accompanied by this encouraging truth, that " the 
Lord can make a way, where there feems to be no 
way :" O that He may gracioully continue thus to 
favour us ! After this opportunity, we went to the 
aforementioned merchant's, and were treated with 
genuine hofpitality. After fuppcr, there came in 
eight or ten perfons with the expectation of a meet- 
ing, in which they were not difappointed ; and I 
hope it was edifying to them, George Dillwyn hav- 
ing luitable and lively matter to communicate. We' 
had alfo a religious fitting with a family from- 
Elbcrfelt, a lively fpirited couple, and another per- 
fon with them. After fpending five days here, and- 
bearing the ci^ofs as faithfully, perhaps, as in- feme 
places where a more open door was miniftered, we 
departed in much peace, and under the belief, that 
the power of truth is making its own way in that 
neighbourhood. In our way frcfe Bilefeld, we- 
ftopped at a large village called Guterflots> where 
there are ma^ny well difpofed people. We ftaid one 
day there, and fat with a few people who met us at 
one of their houfes ; after which, and diftributing a' 
few books to others in the town, we went forward* 
to Munfter. We are often very weary,- and the ac- . 
comniodations we meet with but indifierent, com- 
pared with thofe of England : the readi are alfo bad 
where we have already been, which, with the con-^^ 
ftniftion of the carriages, occafion us fometimes tcf 
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be grievoufly jolted ; and yet ire have »o caufe to 
complain, having our confolations a& well as toils ;» 
as it feldom happens that Zion^s travellers asre qaali- 
£ed to falute each other^ even in. a thorny difficult 
way, but the immortal birthi^ in feme degree^, leapa 
ibr joy» Tins experience, with the belief that: th& 
Lord is at work in the kingdoms of men,, and evem 
gracioufly rewarding fuch feel^ endeavours as ours,, 
with a morfel of the bread that the world knows 
not of, render any little iervicea e£ ours as ol^e£bsi 
unworthy the notice of ourfelves^ or our friends* 
From Munfker we went to Crevelt. We found ouc 
difcouragements on enterii^ it, being, refufed admif-e 
fion at one inn we went to, and at the next, we had 
fiich a crowd gathered about us,, with fuch fliout- 
ipgs and rudenefs, as greatly frighted our horfes^ 
after we were out of the carriagej^ and our drives 
had alighted, {b that they ran away,^ and he follow-* 
liig, and taking hold of a chain behind, was thrown, 
down, and his head, to appearance, much hurt < 

againft the wheel. Some of our feelings were lowt | 

tnough on this occafion. But through the continued I 

kindnefs of providence,, our man foon recovered^ 
being able to move about next day;, and the people 
qi the^houfe conceived fuch an affe^lionate refpeA i 

for us, and treated us with fuch true civilhy, asl | 

made our fituation fo far comfortable.. We alia I 

gradually made {b much acquaintance, as afforded sb ^ 

degree of hope that our going to Crevelt was rights 
and that our fecret and known exercifes there, witt -i 

not be in vain. About the time of our concludingt 
to come away, our company began to be more 
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/ought ; which opened the way for the difpofal of 
fome of our books, and I feel a fecret hope that 
they will be bleffed to fome there. We came to 
Dufleldorf where we ftaid one day, and had the 
enjoyment of M. Wetterboar's company. He feems 
aged, but is alive in the truth. We proceeded to 
Mulheim, where we arrived the 23d of the 9th 
month. It is a town about two miles from Cologne, 
fike a Gofhen on the confines of Egypt, where 
iftany awakened, and fonle truly religious people re- 
fide. We commenced an acquaintance with a few, 
i^ho have got a clear infight, from the work of truth 
in themfelves, into the gofpel diipenfation, and the 
ipirittiality of the chriftiari religion j concerning 
thefe we have encouraging profpefts 5 yet not with-^ 
dut a mixture, knowing fomething of Satan's devices. 
They received us in the name of difciples; We 
had divers religious djiportunities with them, and 
parted under the precious fenfe of divine love and 
life. We paid a vifit to a merchant's wife, a woman 
df amiable charadler, who through religious con- 
cern, has got into a defpairing condition. It was 
attended with great fatisfaftion to ourfelves, from 
the fweetnefs which attended our own minds in her 
company, and in that of her hu{band's, who fcdms 
bending under the affliAion, and likely to profit by 
it. She often exprefled an earneft wifh, that ftie 
had feen us at a time v^heai fuch a vifit niight have 
been bleffed to her j but fiiid^ that now it was too 
late for any thiilg that was good to be ofiired to 
her. This was, however, very far from our fenfe. 
N«w^ thrdugh the renewal of unutterable mercy, 
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and never failing help, my foul acknowledges a re- 
lief and anfwer of peace (as far as relates to this 
fervice) which I am fure my little endeavours, and 
compelled dedication are unworthy of. We have 
had many difcouragements fince we came to the 
continent, and many baptifms into death : we have 
alfo partaken largely 'of providential care, and been 
favoured, from time to time> when refiignation was 
attained to, with that direftion whofe effe&s have 
often proved its re£titude» and ftrengthened our 
faith ;. and my foul, at times, has been put into the 
capacity of lying down as befide the ftill waters-. 
Some of the bft opflnings^ or fenfe of duty, have 
been the moft trying and in the <:rofs; but being 
yielded to, and the work performed, a comfortable 
retreat hath *been clearly and fweetly founded fron^ 
this large field of arduous labour ; and at a time^ 
when an opennefs amongft the peopHe was manifeftly 
encreafing. This I efteem an inexpreffible favour> 
and fuch a one as. they only can be fenfible of, wha 
have gone under the weight of fimilar mountain^j^ 
and been involved in the fear of being, milkd* 



At Mulheim, fiie drew up and figned a letter t& 
Leopold the Second,- King of Hungary, &c. fince 
Emperor of Germany, in which her companions 
united. For fome time before her arrival at this 
place, her mind had been very weightily exercifed 
with the important fubjefts exprefied in this letter; in- 
fomuch that, at one period, ihe was under an ap- 
prehenfion that it would be recjuired of her to go 
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in pcrfon, and relieve her mind to the king. But 
from this very trying fervice, fhe felt herfelf com- 
fortably releafed, and the mode of addreffing him 
by letter, was fatisfa^orily fubftituted. The addrefs 
was intrufted to the care of a reputable merchant of 
Cologne, who engaged to forward it without delay* « 
The following is a copy of it. 

To Leopold the Second, King of Hungary, 
- Bohemia, &c. &c. 
Amongft the numerous congratulations awaiting 
thy acceffion to the imperial crown, accept, O 
King ! our chriftian good wiflies and folicitude for 
thjr prefent and eternal well-being. We are con- 
fcious that we have no claim to the liberty of ad- 
dreffing thee, but from a belief' that the Lord 
Almighty, who ruleth' in the kingdoms of men» 
and giveth them to whomfoever he will, hath in* 
clined us to leave our habitations to vifit fome 
parts of this country, and now engages us, in gof- 
pel love, to exprefs our fecret and united prayer^ 
that thou mayft be an inftrument in his holy hand„ 
for the advancement of that glorious day, fpoken 
of by the prophet, " when fwords fhall be beaten 
into plow {hares, and fpears into pruning hooks,, 
when nation fhall not lift up fword againfl nation ;. 
neither fhall they learn war any more.*^ The great 
defign of our univerfal Parent, in fending his be- 
loved Son a light into the world, is for his own 
glory in the falvation of mankind ^ and for this gra- 
cious end, he hath given to all men a meafure of 
his own eternal fpirit. To co-operate with Him 
kerein, dignifies human nature, and is particularly 
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dcferving the moft fcrnpulous attefttion of princeis. 
The fmallcft rtvel«ion of this heavenly gift in the^ 
believing foul, having a degree of omnipotaice- in 
k, brings into fiibjcaiott the natural will and wijP- 
dom of matt, and difcovers to us the noble purpofes 
©f our creation ; it difilrfes that true benevolence 
which charaAerizes genuine chriftianity, and renders 
dear to a prince, the happinef^ of all, even the 
meaneft of his iubje<S):$ ; imprinting upon his mind 
the fuperior value of an immortal foul, to all world- 
ly acquifitions. Through die negleft of a principle fo 
pore and important, how hath the rational part of 
God's creation been facrificed to the irregular paf- 
ilotts of fb v«refgns; and many unprepared fouls 
precipitated into an at^ful futurity ! That the gofpel 
difpenfation is intended to remedy thefe evils, and 
promote the govemmctit of the Prince of Peace ; 
that the Gentiles arc to come to its light, and 
kings to the brightnefs t>£ its arifing, are truths 
to which the facred records* abundantly teftify. 
May this^ be thy happy experience, O kiilg ! that 
fo the power thou art providentially intrufted with, 
being fubfervient tt) divine wifdom, thy example 
may itifluence the, minds of othei* princes, who aUb 
beholding its excellency, may unite in encouraging 
their fubjefts to decline, in mutual charity and for- 
bearance, , whatever is contrary to the purity and 
fimplicity of the religion of Jefus. And may'ft 
thou be enriched with all fpiritual bleffings; that 
theft added to thy temporal ones, may not only 
pcrfeft thy happinefs, but perpetuate it beyond the 
narrow limits of time, and qualify thee, acceptably, 
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to caft d(wm thy cro^m at the feet of FEm who ib 
King of kings, and Lord of lords, who lives an^ 
reigns for ever and ever* 



Members' »f thtf 
religious fodcty 
of friends ii» 
thoie coantriet 
and Great Bri- 



George and Sarah Dillwyn, of" 

Burlington, New j€rfcy> North 

America* 
Sarah Grubb, Qonnotel, ) • • j I tain, commonly 
JoflluaBeale,Cork, "^ ^''^^«^' j ~Ued Quaker.. 

Mu]iieiai> oil tto RliiHe, 
djfetH of 9tb montk called. Sept* 179a; 



A ftfort tirfie beft»« her return hwme, o« ar review* 
df iotne parts of this journey^ fhe wrote afr fol<* 



hk many placet) we fbmid a people w4h> were dii^ 
contented and weary with the mere profeffion of 
chriftianity, and the deadnefs of thoft forms and* 
eeremonie* with which it is encumbered ; and who' 
irere convinced of the fiijBSciency of the heavenly* 
principle. Thefe, having been mercifully vifited 
with a lively fenfe of the fpirituality of true religion, 
received us in the name of difciples, ^md rejoiced in 
being dlreded to the ehriftian's reft. . Thi^ true 
iabbath, wasj however, imperfeftly underftood 
by many of them, for want of ceafing, when they' 
me^ tocher in little companies, from all aftivity of 
their own, and depending fingly on the quickening 
virtue of truth, to qualify them for, and lead them 
into, fiich fervices as are moft acceptable, and moft 
coniiftent with the duty of true, fpiritual be« 
lievers. Some of this people appeared to be ib 
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near this great point, as foon to difcover and ac-^ 
knowledge it ; but their encreafing teftimony there- 
to, win, if rightly borne, prove the clofeft trial which 
they have yet met with. We are indeed convinced * 
beyond all fhadow of doubt, that there is a choice 
heritage in Germany, and in other parts of the 
Continent, who are gradually retiring to the true 
fheepfold; but, at prefent, they are, like the dis- 
ciples, fecreted in an inner chamber fAr feai* of the 
Jews. Our vifit to this people, though attended 
with a degree of fuffering, hath been productive of 
folid peace. 

Her mind being thus comfortably releafed from 
this field of labour, fhe proceeded from Mulheini to 
Cleves, and from thence, through Flanders, to 
Dunkirk, and arrived at London the 27th of loth^ 
month 1 790 i and feeling a defire to vifit her relati- 
ons at York, &c. before her return home, (he went 
pretty dircftly for that city ; where flie ftaid a few 
days, very much to the comfort and fatisfadion of, 
her relatives and friends there. At this time, fhe 
laboured under evident indifpofition of body j but 
the fweetnefs of her fpirit, and the cheeking effefts of 
meeting again her beloved connections, with the 
profpeCt of foon returning to thofe at Clonmel, fup- 
ported her in a great meafure' above it, and en- 
couraged her to fet forward and proceed towards 
home 5 which ihe did by way of Ackworth, Shef- 
field, Manchefter, &c» At thefe places, fhe was 
again refrefhed by the company of divers near and 
deslr friends: it appeared,, indeed, by thus encom- 
pafiing, in this fhart vifit^ fo many of her beloved 
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conneAibns, that, as the time of her fojourning here 
was foon to clofe, ihe was enabled and permitted to 
wind up the Ubours of her day, with the mutual 
confblation of feeing a^gain m«ny of tbofe ^ith whom, 
ihe was clofely united, and bidding them a final 
farewell in mutability. At Ackworth, fhc fpent the 
night with a near and beloved relative, to whom, in« 
much brokennefs of fpirit, fhe thus cxpreffcd hcr- 
felf : Oh ! mf dear, I think fometixnes that I ihall 
foon be gone 5 it feems, as if my day's work was 
nearly done, and on looking towards home, as if I 
might not be long there." 

She reached Dublin in time for the half year's 
meeting, and in the feleA meeting there, gave an 
account of her late journey, with great meeknefs 
and humility of fpirit ; afcribing nothing to the 
creature, but rendering to the Lord the praife of His 
own works. From hence, fhe proceeded direftly for 
Clonmel, (having account of the fmall pox being in. 
the family) where fhe was favoured to arrive the 
lathofthe nth month, muchs relieved from a fe« 
vere cough which had lately attended her, though 
greatly exhaufted in her flrength and fpkits. On 
her way from Dublin, fhe writes thus to a friend : 

To be ftrengthened rightly to fill up our appoint- 
ed mcafure of fuffcrings for the body's fake, whe* 
ther at home or abroad, is a mark of divine favour^^ 
and will be fucceeded by undefiled refl. — I am now 
returning home, under a grateful fenfe of Provi- 
dential care, and in peaceful poverty of fpirit. 

The following is extracted from a letter which fhe 
wrote at Clonmel, a few days after her return. 
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I can now once more falute you &om home, in re- 
newed and endeared affedion, and gratefully ac- 
knowledge the multiplied preftnrations of our nev^er- 
fiuting Helper, in thus far bringing through a varie- 
tur of exercifes, from which the natural mind cannot 
velieve itfeif. I refleA with folid fatisfaAion upon 
my viiit at York, &c. and am glad I paid it, though 
I feel myfetf a poor wornK)ut creature. The 24th 
of the it^hmomh ftie fet off horn CTomnei to at- 
tend their qaaytefljT meeting at Cork; previous to 
which ihe wrote the following letter to a friend : 

My prefent affliftion hath gained great aicendency^ 
•ver my mindy fo that I fceiw faft lofing my hold, 
and Ssak of Him that h invifiUe \ and remembering 
fbme paft exercife, when I was in danger of lofing 
the heA life, I am ready to fey,' with mournful Jere- 
miah, ^ caufe me not to return to Jonadian's houfe, 
left I die there.** I know that nothing^ hath yet oc- 
OR-red, which needs to fcattcr a well regulated mind 
from the fbiNTce of good ; but I am left to fuch a 
fenfe of my own wretchedneft, that even the grafs- 
hopper or things comparable to it, are become a 
burden. To attend a quarterly meeting under fuch 
impreffions, is a profpeft which I need not defcribe ; 
but I fear to make a prey of thy fympathetic mind. 
May I be prefcrved from a murmuring difpoiition, 
by which the holy Spirit is grieved f 

iA.t the quarterly meeting, fhc delivered, in an 
humble account of her Isrte miflion, appeared in di- 
vers acceptable tefHmonies', and at the clofe of the 
meeting was taken ill. This laft conflict of nature, 
which was at times very fcvere, continued about ten 
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days, when it pleafed infinite wifdom to remove hep 
from the toils and trotiWes of mortality, to a manfion 
of everlaftingreft, on the 8th of the 12th month 179a 
and on the i-2th, her remains were attended to the ba« 
rying-ground, by many friends. It Was a fblemn, me^ 
morable time ; and living tefiimontes were there borne 
to the fufficiency of that power, (which had fo emi-« 
seiitly qualified her, for his fervice,) to raife up and 
abilitate others^ to follow her footfteps. During her 
ilineis, which waff at the houie of her beloved firiend^ 
Samuel and Sscrah Neale, &e dropped d few e)qpref# 
fions, worthy of {Hrefervsktion, which hare been col* 
kAed, and are as follow : In a mefiage to a youifg 
woman who* prefided in the fchool at Clonmel, Use 
faid i Salute htt very affectionately. I defire the 
fympathy of her fpiritj and that flie may be endued 
with additional qualifications to besff her own, and 
our joint trials, uitder theie complicated circum- 
ftaaces. T«I1 her, I have beoi much favoured widx 
quietnefs of mind from the firft, though » ftranger 
to how the prefent affiiAi(^is or triaU may termi« 
nate ; but the grain of faith aod hope which is mer» 
cifuUy vouchfafed, I efteem preferable to all kaow« 
ledge. She further iaid ; give my dear love to all our 
young women i. I hope that each will be preferved in 
their refpe£tive lines of doty. I know their tender-*r 
nefs for me, but would be iorry they ffaomld let 
down their fpirits too low ; for 1 believe that truth 
would rather increafe^ tlian lefien our jEleength,. at 
fuch times as thefe« The children are all zSe^don* 
ately remembened by me : I hope they will each e0-» 
deavour to lighten the gfsaeral burden, by their fobri« 
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cty, and doing that which they know to be right. 
I am trying to get my mind to a fettlemcnt, that all 
things work together for good ; but it is hard to get 
at it. She feveral times faid : " I muft go. You 
muft let me go." And nearly the laft words fhc 
fpoke were, repeating that paflage of fcripture, 
•* my peace I give unto you." 

Four days before her deceafe, fhe dictated the fol- 
lowing weighty, inftruftive letter, to a particular 
friend. Thy falutation met me, though apparently 
out of courfe, in the right time; being under im- 
preffions, which make time and circumftahces 
of little account, compared with the unlimited 
confolations of the Spirit, or a preparation to re- 
ceive them at the Divine Hand. My foiil, though 
cncompaflcd with the manifold infirmities of a ve- . 
ry affli£led tabernacle, can feelingly worfhip, and 
rejoice in nothing more than this, that the Lamb 
Immaculate is ftill redeeming, by his precious blood, 
out of every nation, kindred, tongue, and people; i 

and making a glorious addition to the church tri- 
umphant, whofe names will ftand eternally recorded 
in the book of life. "I exprefs not thefe things from ] 

a redundancy of heavenly virtue, but from the fouU 
fuftaining evidence, that, amidft all our weaknefs ' 

and confliAs of flefh or fpirit, an intereft is merciful- 
ly granted in Him, who giveth viftcM-y over death, | 
hell, and the grave. 

Thus hath the fetting fun of this humble 
follower of the Lamb, gone down in brightncfs; i 

and though fhe hath been called away as in 
younger life, (being only in the 35th year 
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of her age) yet her day's work appears to have 
been compleat, and, with refpeft to herfelf, every 
meafure worth living for, filled up. Honourable 
age is not that which ^ ftandeth in length of 
time, or that which is meafured by number of 
years ; but wifdom is the grey hair to man, and 
an unfpotted life is old age. May we who re- 
main behind, whilft we deplore the church's lofs 
in the removal of fo ufeful and dignified a fer- 
vant, be encouraged to imitate her example, and 
to furrender ourfelves in faithfulnefs and dedica- 
tion to all the Lord's requirings : that fo, when 
the refidue of our days is accomplifhed, we alfo 
may be favoured to receive that bleflicd declara- 
tion ; ** well done, good and faithful fervant, en- 
ter thou into the joy of thy Lord, ^nd into thy 
matter's reft." 
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A Te/timdny from our monthly Meeting for the County jf 
i'ipperaryy concerning Sarah GruU deceafed* 

Our minds being deeply affefte4 by the recent 
great lofs which the church hath fuftained, in the 
removal of our beloved friend, Sarah GfuI]^, 
daughter of our friends William Tuke and his late 
wife Elizabeth of York, we feel it incumbent on 
us to give forth a teftimony concerning her ; for as 
the memory of the juft is bleffed, fo the remembrance 
of this dignified and eminently ufeful member in 
the church militant, is precious to many; to 
whom fhe was a nurfing mother, raifed up, by 
a thorough fubmiffion to the operation of the divine 
band, to the ftature of an elder in the truth, 
though, as to years, ,fhe had fcarcely attained the 
meridian of life. She was a woman of extraor- 
dinary natural abilities, ftrength of judgment, and 
clearnefs of difcernment j and being favoured with 
the vifitation of heavenly love in the mofning of 
her day, and fubmitting to be brought into that 
paffive nothingnefe, wherein the veffels in the 
Lord's houfe are formed and fitted for ufeful- 
nefs, {he witneffed an early preparation for fer- 
vice, coming forth in public miniftry about the 
23d year of her age. After exercifing fome years 
the precious gift committed to her, to the con- 
folatioa of many, ihe joined in marriage with our 
friend Robert Grubb, and very foon after mani- 
fefted the fruit of entire dedication, by vifiting the 
meetings of friends in Scotland^ where her fer- 
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vice was truly acceptable, and continued in inch a 
line of devotednefs, that m the courfe of about 
five years the vifited moft, or all the meetings in 
Great Britain and Ireland. About three years fince, 
fhe removed with her hufband to refide within 
the compafs of this monthly meeting ; wherein fhe 
was deeply exercifed in fpirit, for the arifing and 
fpreading of life, and frequently and earneftly 
engaged in exciting her brethren and fifters to 
diligent labour after it. In miniftry, Ihe was 
i(ound and edifying, not only like the fcribe in- 
ftriiAed to the kingdom, bringing forth ^out of 
her treafure things liew and old, but qualified 
by pure wifdom, to bring them forth in the de- 
monftration of the fpirit and with power, in the 
authority and becoming gravity of the gofpel, be- 
ing in her delivery an example to all concerned 
in bearing a public teftimony for the Lord's caufe. 
The view of coming to fettle in this nation, 
was accompanied, with a fenfe of divine requiring 
to eftablifli a fchool, for tke education of the 
daughters of friends in ufeful learning, fimplici- 
ty, and that unaffeAed piety into which truth* 
leads its followers; which fhe was enabled to ac- 
complish, we truft, to the lafling advantage of 
fome of the rifing generation. Soon after he? 
coming to refide amongfl us, ihe, in confequence 
of a concern which had for a confiderable time 
refled on her mind^ engaged in a religious vifit 
to Holland, fome parts of Germany and the fouth 
of France; in which fhe was joined by feyeral 
iiiendsj and wherein fhe was eminently^ gifted for 
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the fervice to which fhe was called ; her miniftiT', 
private admonitioDS, and exemplary deportment, 
reaching the witnefs in many minds ; fo that her 
fervent labour, and the fweet favour of her ex- 
crcifed fpirit, we believe is ftill felt, and will be 
long profitably remembered m thofe parts. After 
her return, £hc paid an acceptable vifit to feve- 
ral parts of this province, and had meetings where 
none of our fociety dwelt, much tending to fpread 
the knowledge of the truth. And laftly, under 
the prevalence of gofpel love, and earned folicitude 
that the (Keep not yet of this fold might be 
gathered to the teachings (ft the great Shepherd^ 
{he again left her own habitation, and engaged, 
with fome of her former companions, in a very 
arduous and exercifing vifit, to Dunkirk, Holland, 
and fome of the northern parts of Germany; 
wherein, we have reafon to believe, fhe had emi- 
nent fervice, to the confirming of many viiited 
minds in the faith, and promoting the blefled 
cskufe of truth and righteoufnefs ; in which glo- 
rious work, her intrepid fpirit ihrunk not from 
fuffering: the extending of the government of- 
her dear Lord and Mafter in the hearts of the 
children of men, and the promotion and ihcreafe 
of His fpiritual kingdom over fea and land, being 
.mearer to her than her natural life, or any other 
confideration, fhe was brought to a willingnefs to 
be fpent therein. In her return, fhe attended 
our national meeting, and in the meeting of 
miniflers and elders, giving an account of her 
late journey, under the influence of that humility 
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which was fo confpicuoufly the covering of her 
fpirit, flie afcribed all to Him, whom fhe knew to 
be the Author of every good work, in thefe expref- 
fions : <* we have done but little, but the Lord is 
doing much ;" concluding with, « return unto thy 
reft, O my foul ! for the Lord hath dealt bounti- 
fully with thee ;" as though prophetic pf that 
everlafting reft, into which ftie was fo near being 
gathered : for her bodily ftrength being confider- 
ably impaired, by almoft conftant exercife and 
fatigue, it proved unequal to the force of a dif- 
tempcr, which foon aftgr feized her frame, and, 
by a rapid progrefs, terminated thofe affliftions of 
which ihe had fo largely filled up her meafure, 
for the body's fake, which is the church. 

She attended our quarterly meeting at Cork, re- 
turned a lively account of her journey, and was accept- 
ably exercifed in the meetings there ; after which, 
flie was confined by ficknefs at the houfe of our 
dear friend Samuel Neale, near that city, where, 
amongft other weighty exprcflions, fhe uttered 
the following, " I have been much favoured with 
quietnefs of mind from the firft, though a ftranger 
to how the prefent afflidlions or trials may ter- 
minate ; but the grain of faith and hope which 
is mercifully vouchfafed, I eftetm preferable to 
all knowledge." In a letter which fhe didlated to 
a near friend four days before her deceafe, flie 
faid •, <« My foul, though encompafTed with the mani- 
fold infirmities of a very afliifted tabernacle, can 
IcelJugly worfhip and rejoice in nothing mors than 
M 
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this, that the Lamb immaculate is ftill redeeming) 
by his precious blood, out of every uation, kindred, 
tongue and people, and making a glorious addi- 
tion to the church triumphant, whofe names vrill 
ftand eternally recorded in the book of life. 1 
exprefs not thefe things from a redundancy of heaven- 
ly virtue, but from the foul fuftaining evidence, 
that, amidft all our weaknefs and conflids of fiefli 
and fpirit, an intereft is mercifully granted in 
Him, who giveth viftory over death, hell and the 
grave.** Which, with other corroborating circum- 
ftances, clearly evinced, where her hope and de- 
pe'ndance were, and that her refined fpirit was pre- 
pared for its glorious manfion, into which we have 
no doubt it was admitted. She departed this- 
life the 8th of 1 2th month 1 790 ; and after a 
folemn meeting being previoufly held at the meet- 
ing houfe, wherein, and at the grave yard, feveral 
living teftimonies were borne, her body was inter- 
red in friends burying ground, in Cork, the 1 2th of 
the' fame \ aged about 34 years. 

Her converfation was innocently cheerful, which 
endeared her to the youth of both fexes, and gave 
her much place and influence with them. To her be- 
loved hufband, (he was a truly affedlionate wife ; to 
her friends, a near-Tympathizer in afflidion ; and be- 
ing clothed with that charity which feeketh not 
her own, and breatheth peace and good will to 
all, was ready to reach forth the hand of help, fo 
that the whole of her conduA was an uniform 
cpnfiftency with her holy profeffion, and the purity 
of thofc doftrincs which fhe furely believed and 



SARAH G R U B B. 243 

was engaged fo extcnfively to publifh. May fee, 
being dead, yet fpeak with a prevailing language 
to us all who are left behind ; << follow me as I 
followed Chrift j** that fo we may die the death of 
the righteous, and our latter end be like theirs. 

Given forth at a monthly meeting for the county 
of Tipperary, held at Clonmel by adjournment, 
the 13th day of the ad month 1791. 

Signed in and on behalf thereof, by many 
friends. 

The annexed teftimony concerning bur beloved 
friend, Sarah Grubb, has been read in our quar- 
terly men's and women's meeting for Munfter Pro- 
vince, held in Cork the 21ft of the 2d month 
1 79 1, with which we have near unity. 

Signed on behalf of our men's meeting by 

Richard Abell, Clerk. 

And' on behalf of our women's meeting by 

Margaret Grubb, Clerk. 

Read, and approved, in our half years' meeting 
for Ireland, held in Dublin, from the ifl of the 
5th month 1 79 1, to the 5th of the fame inclufive, 
and on behalf thereof figned by 

John Davis, Clerk to the meeting this time. 



A Teftimony of JTork quarterly Meeting concerning Sa^ 
rah Grubb, late Wife of our Friend Robert Grubb, of 
Clonmel, in Ireland. 

This our valuable &icnd*, having been a member 
of this meeting 'till within the four laft years of her 
life, and the remembrance of her being precious 
M 2 
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to many of us, we feel our minds engaged to unite 
in a fliort teftimony concerning her, with defires 
that many, from her pious and excellent example, 
may be ftirred up, according to their different mea- 
fures, to follow her, as fhe followed Chrift, 

She was bom in the city of York, in the year 
1756, and was favoured with a guarded and religi- 
ous education, which, with the divine bleffing upca 
it, preferved her from many dangers and follies to 
which youth are often expofed, and prepared her 
heart for that open reception of the truth, and en- 
tire furrender to its diftates, which remarkably dif- 
tinguifhed her through the more advanced periods 
of life. But though fhe was early under the vifitati- 
ons of divine love, yet being of a quick and lively 
difpofition, joined to great natural abilities, fhe 
found it hard work to fubmit to the lowlinefs and 
fimplicity of the crofs of Chrift ; and endured many , 
fore conflidls before Ihe furrendered her will to the 
government of the Prince of Peace. Whilfl under 
the Lord's preparing hand for the work of the mi- ' 
niftry, fhe experienced many deep baptifms of fpi- 
rit •, but He who knew her fincerity, and earned de- 
fires for His holy help and direction, gracloufly fuf- 
taincd her in this proving fcafon, and in due time 
brought forth living offerings, to His own praife, and 
the comfort of many minds. In the exercife of her 
miniftry, flie was careful not to move in her own 
time and will, nor to exceed her gift 5 but to be at- 
tentive to the arifings and continuance of life, with 
patient refignation and dedication of heart. 

Her love and gratitude to the Father of mercies, 
and her fervent concern for the profperity of his 
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caufe on earth, made her unwearied in her labours to 
promote it, and to !>€ willing to fpend and be fpent 
for his great Name's fake. She was an example of 
true humility and abafednef^ of felf, feeling that all 
her fprings were in the Lord, and that though the 
creature may at feafons be honoured, yet every good 
and perfect gift came' from above, and called for un^ 
feigned acknowledgement. To the neceflity and pow- 
erful efficacy of the pure principle of light and grace 
in the foul, flie bore many living teftimonies, and re- 
commended, above all things, the clofeft attention and 
obedience to its holy manifeftations, as that alone 
which can prefcrve from the fpots of the world, re- 
deem the mina from its fpirit and enjoyments, and 
confer that peace which the world can neither give 
aor tak^ away*^ Sb^bcfeel4 an^ mourned pv^r the 
breaches and wafte places of Zion, and we believe 
laboured honeftly, according to the ftrength receiv- 
ed, for the repairing thereof, and the reftoration of 
ancient beauty and fimplicity. Her fuperior abili- 
ties, fanftified by the humbling operations of the 
holy fpirit, qualified her for extenfive fervice in the 
adminidration of the difcipline of the church ; where- 
in fhe was concerned to aft, under a degree of that 
covering, which ought to influence every religious 
movement. Of a folid and weighty fpirit, fhe was 
engaged to dig deeply for the hidden treafure, and 
laboured to dwell near the fpring of divine life : yet 
infinite wifdom faw meet to fuffer her at feafons to 
experience great inward poverty: but under thefe 
proving difpen fat ions, fhe murmured not, being 
rcfigned to the will of her Lord and Mafler, and 
M 3 
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made willing " to fuffcr with him, that fhc might 
alfo reign with him." And having partaken of the 
fufierings and confolations of the gofpel, fhe knew 
how to fympathize with the exercifed and mourning 
fpiritj dealing her bread, when qualified, to the 
hungry foul, and pouring in the wine and oil to the 
help and refrefhment of many. And as this devoted 
faithful fervant of the Lord, was thus inftrumental in 
glorifying His name amongft mankind, and promot- 
ing the divine government in their hearts, fo fhe be- 
came more and more refined, and redeemed from 
all vifible enjoyments 4 'till, in unfearchable wifdom. 
He who put her forth and went before her, was 
pleafed to " cut ihort the work in righteoufnefs,'* 
and to remove her, we doubt not, from His church 
militant on earth, to his church triumphant in hea- 
ven. . -^ 

Read, approved, aftd figned, in, by order, and 
on behalf of our quarterly meeting held in Tork, by 
adjournments, on the 30th and 3 ift of the 3d month 
1791 by 

MoRDECAi Cassom, Clerk to the meeting this time* 

Elizabeth Tuke, Clerk this tunc« 
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FRIEND IN AMERICA. 



Dear Friend, 

'nr^HE following imperfeft account of Ackworth 
'*' fchool is prefanted to thee, in confidence 
that thou wilt not expofe it, and yet with a hope 
that it may privately aid thy endeavours to efta- 
blifh a- fchool, for the religious education of youth, 
in another part of the world ; an engagement 
worthy of thyfelf, but requiring fomcthing better 
to render it truly fuccefsful. 
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As rdigioas concerns cannot, any more tEan 
thofe of a civil nature, be rightly carried forward 
without order and method, k becomes a very im- 
portant inquiry, what rules and adjuftments of things 
pertaining thereto, are confiftent with the fpiritu- 
ality of their origin, and when thefe are found,, 
they call for great care in officers and their fiiper- 
intendents, to keep. them in their proper places^ 
left that which is begun in the fpirit, fhould be 
fought to be made perfe^k in the fleih. 

There is a moral reditude, fabricated in human 
wifdom, which is beautiful to the natural eye^ 
feizes cm the paffions, and draws from a fuperficial 
judgment, an inconfiderate approbation of what» 
perhaps, when it is fcrutinized into, has fprung 
from a love of popular applaufe, and tends to fet- 
tle thofe who are active in it, in a reft and en« 
joymcnt of the work of their own hands« 

To know the firft fpring of allien, is a noble 
attainment ; and if it prove pure, then carefully to 
keep it fo, is a work (thou well knoweft) of far 
greater magnitude ; and which will tend more to the 
regulation of a fchool, than a fine-fpun fyftem of 
poiitive rules, untlnAured with faith in the fuffi- 
ciency of divine aid, immediately communicated^ 

To obtain a right form is furely of abfolute 
neceffity, becaufe regularity is one of the wheels 
whereby the. intended work is to he cffefted ; and 
perhaps fome ufeful order may be gathered from 
the following pages, which I hope will not be im-» 
plicitly adopted. Indeed, I have been thoughtful,^ 
in the courfe . of my penning them^ whether fucU 
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ss are rightly influenced to promote an education 
confiftent with our holy profeffion, would not be 
better furnifhed with qualifications to fettle even 
civil concerns, without a model of the experience 
of others ; feeing that the fountain off divine wii^ 
dom is inexhauftible \ that for the conducting of 
temporal things^ there can be no order like that 
which immediately flows from it ; and that a ve- 
ry fmall digreflion of our attention from thia 
fourcej is often fucceeded by many erroneous 
fleps. 

To thy prudence, therefore, I commit this lit* 
tie work, believing thou wilt not nfe it iifjfpVo'f 
perly. If it afibrd thee any ufeful refleAions,' in 
times of relaxation from the weight of gofpel fer-* - 
vice, be the means of opening for me a» door of 
accefs into thy clofet^ nvake vat a partaker of thy 
treafure, and fometimes revive me in thy- remem- 
brance for good, I ihall be fully fatisfled. One 
obfervation further occurs to my mind, for which, 
as this is all a piece of freedom, I fliall not 
apologize* As nothing can be faid to be truly 
religious, (whatever the fiffl defign may be,) but 
what is religioufly conducted, a very fpecial care 
ought to be maintained to the pointings of truth, 
in choofing inftruAors and fervants for a fchool ; 
who fhould be more dircfted to the fchool of 
Chrift themfelves, than loaded with injutiinrions 
about trivial matters, and their conformity to them 
confidered as their qualifications* No law or rule 
ought to be fo framed, as to interfere with their 
religious duties \ and when any make a wrong ule 
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of the liberty truth allows, great care fliould be 
exerciied, left alterations take place, which have a 
tendency to circumfcribe the righteous with the 
tranfgreflbr; for where this is the cafe, people of 
an outwardMleady conduct, a cringing temper, and 
who know but little about revealed religion, feem 
to be moft adapted to fuch an inftitution. Thefe 
mayi to the utmoft of their natural abilities, pre- 
ferve order, and prefer the works which moft re- 
commend them to thofe in fuperior power> being 
as eameft in their endeavours, as any, to promote 
the eftabliihment of civil authority, and of a great 
many fpecious forms: but the vitals of the infti- 
tution being opprefled, and the fpirit and life of 
every aft of duty to the children, and of chriftian 
difcipline amongft them, difregarded, the whole 
body muft gradually grow difeafed and corrupted. 

Education is a fubjeft fo copious, when un- 
folded to the inward attention of thoie to whom 
the care of children is rightly committed, as to 
require a better aiHfted pen than mine, to do if 
juftice ; but this I believe, that fimplicity, godly 
jRncerity, and a righteous zeal and tenderhefs, 
with an improving and imparting knowledge of 
ufeful things, can hardly fail of rendering a per- 
fon who is under a fecret fenfe of duty, qualified 
to undertake it« 

To be fenfible of the divine influence, to pro- 
pagate the knowledge of it, and fo to prefer it 
to all other confi'derations, as to walk worthy of 
its blefling being fhed upon our Endeavours, is the 
Alpha, and the Omega, of our profeflion. Thai 
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*«' the blefiing of heaven above, and of the deep 
that lieth under," may reft upon thee, dear friend I 
crown all thy labours, fwcctcn all thy bitter cups, 
and render invincible the habitation of thy fpirit, 
when ftorms may aflail it, and difcouragementt 
wait at the threfhold of its door, ^s the prefent 
fervent breathing of thy truly affectionate friend, 

Sa^ah Grubb. 
Fofton, I ft month 5th 1786. 

S E C X I. 

Ackworth fchool is an inftitution intended for 
the religious education of children, members of 
our focicty, between the age of nine * and four* 
teen, and particularly of thofe whofc parents arc 
not in affluent circumftances* It admits of three 
hundred, viz. one hundred and eighty boys, and oine 
hundred and twenty girls. If hey are paid for, at their 
entrance, by a bill of admittance of eight guineas va- 
lue ; for which they are provided "with board, learn'* 
ing, clothing, and other neceffaries, for one year; 
four {hillings and four pence are alfo then depofited^ 
as an allowance of one penny per week for pocket 
money. This fcjiool is under the immediate care 
of two committees, in each of which there are 
twenty-eight members ; one is conftitutcd of 
friends of London, and held there; the other of 
friends in the neighbourhood of Ackworth ; divers 

* The prefent limitation of age is between eight 
and fourteen. 
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of whom are twenty, thirty, and fome forty miles 
diftant from the place. i 

Each committee meets once a month $ when the 
general ftate of the inftitution is confidered, par- 
ticular regulations propofed, complaints received, ; 
the intended refignation of fervices reported, and 
friends appointed to enquire for a fiipply of af- 
fiilants, &c. &c. 

As it often happens that divers friends are at 
Ackworth the night before the fitting of the com- 
mittee, or early in the morning, three of them 
infpeA all bills of parcels, and the treafurer's ac- 
counts; and report to the committee the ftate 
thereof, the number of the children admitted and 
returned fince laft month, and thofe that are up- 
on the lift for admittance : others examine the im- 
provement of fuch as are likely to depart the en- 
luing month; and, generally, religious opportuni- 
ties are taken with them, and an account given 
thereof to the committee. Copies of the minutes 
of each committee are tranfmitted to one another, 
and neither of them conclude upon any thing new^ 
of importance, without mutual approbation. Seve- 
ral friends, once a year, give up to an appoint- 
ment to fpend fome time in the houfe, in order 
to value the ftock, to fettle all accounts, and to 
take a more general and minute furvey of the 
ftate of the family, than could be done at any 
other time with fo much propriety : and generally, 
on viiits to the family, at other times, the com- 
pany of women friends has been defired, a nuixv- 
ber having their names down on the committee's 
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books for fuch ferviccs. Agents are appointed 
in each county^ who undertake to negociate the 
bufinefs between thofe who fend the children^ 
and the inftitution, by providing bills of admit- 
tance and certificatesj and giving notice of their 
readinefsj &c. 

A gei^eral meeting is held at Ackworth once 
a year, c^nftituted of friends appointed to attend 
it from toe feveral quarterly meetings. Here the 
ftate of the inftitution is intended to be laid 
open ; all fubjeds of doubt, and efpecially fuch as 
the two committees could not agree upon, to be 
refered for candid difcuffion and determination, 
and new regulations or rules eftabliihed. 

A large number of friends from diftant parts, 
is appointed to infpeA the children's advances in 
learning, &c. and to obtain a knowledge of their 
teachers' abilities, a free and honeft rcprefentation 
whereof is thought abfolutely necefiary. This ge- 
neral meeting adjourns to a fuitable time in tfae 
yearly meeting week, when their minutes are read, 
and a report made from thence to the yearly 
meeting at large. 

N. B. The infpeAion of the female fide of the 
houfe is committed to the women friends, aflem- 
Ued at the general meeting at Ackworth; who 
appoint different committees to examine the dif-^ 
ferent depa^rtments, have free conferences with the 
officers, infpeA the girls' improvements, take re- 
ligious opportunities with them, and report the 
fubftance of their obfervations, and the propriety 
of fuch amendments as occur to them thereupon ; 
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;iftcr which, minutes arc formed, and a copy of 
them fcnt into the mens' meeting. j 

SECT. 11. 

There are ftatioD»!d in the family, a treafurer and 
his wife, to whom is committed the fuperintendencc 
of the whole *. 

The boys have generally four or five matters, , 
whofe falaries are from 25 to lool J. per annum, in- * ' 
tended as proportionate to their ferviccs, and abili- | 
ties; and there are alfo fomc apprentices. The I 
number of the fchools is four, and the mafters keep 
much to the diftindl branches of learning for which 
they are beft qualified ; as one, reading, another 
writing, a third arithmetic, &c. and the children 
pafs in clafTes from fchool to fchool, except the lit- 
tle ones, who are principally kept under the care of 
one mafter. 

The apartments for teaching are fo commodious 
as to render all crowding unneceffary, efpecially at 
writing 5 the defies, though in one continued lengthy 
have neverthelefs fuch divifions, by openings for 
each boy's books, &c. that there need not be any 
interference, if they keep their places. 

Ten or twelve of the eldeft and moft folid boys, 
are (chofen monitors, who lend fome affiftance in the 

* Thefe faeyt the inftitution without a falary, which 
greatly adds to their authority* 

I lool. was the lalary of the principal mafterj but 
this office being difcontinued, no falary is now fo high. 
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fchools, particularly in fettling the children to their 
places, and taking care that each has his own. 

About ten minutes before every meal, a bell is 
rung, at which the children are quickly collefted in 
ranks, either on the open ground, or under a colon- 
nade -which fhelters from wet and heat. The mat- 
ters ft^d in the front in their own divisions, wbilft 
the monitors iurvey them behind and before, Uking 
cart that their buckles are in order, their hair cotnb- 
ed, and if any be dirty, to fend them to wa£h. 

Here the mafters have a frequent opportunity o( 
making ufefiil obfervations, giving general direAions, 
adminiftering counfel,. and {cle&mg out offiniders 
for the table of difgrace ; which is no otherwife dif- 
thigoilhed, than by being detached from the reft, 
and having no doth upon it* 

When the fecond bell rings for meals, they adS- 
van^e in couples with great regularity to the din- 
ing-room, (the leaft going firft) and divide sft thie 
foot of the table, one going up on one fide, and the 
other on the other 3 by which means they are feated 
with dexterity and expedition. 

.Agesferal iilepce immediatdy eniues, which, by 
an intmiation from one of the mafters, is fooh broke, 
and all begin their meal ; but ik> convek-fation loud- 
er than a whifper is allowed, during the time of eat- 
ing, and no more in that manner than is ncccflarjr 
Tor transfering their vifluals from one to another, 
when fome have too much, and others too little, 
the latter of which arc freely fupplied by the mafters, 
if they alk. 
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When all appetites appear fatisfied, and a meal 
is ended^ iilence again takes place, after which, 
with an intimation of quietude, and fedatenefs, 
they are beckoned to depart. They unite again 
in couples at the foot of the table where they 
parted, and walk fteadily out of the room into the 
phces appointed for play, where they difperfe. It is 
thought neceflary, that one of the mailers ihould be- 
ftow a general oyeriight on them in thefe times of r&> 
taxation, with no more interference than is abfolute- 
ly neceflary. 

SECT. m. 

The fame order is obferved amongft the girls, ^ 
with the boys, at fchool and meals; they have fet- 
dom lefs than four miftrefles, whofe falaries are 
from I a to 251. per annum \ thefe teach fewing, knit^ 
ting, fpinning flax, reading, and the Englifh, grami- 
mar. Writing and arithmetic are alfo taught by one 
of the mafters, who is particularly fet at liberty, part 
of every day, for that purpofe, and has a certain 
dtvifion of girls each time ; but the committees are 
defirous, that fome of the female teachers ihould be 
qualified to inffaiiA in thefe branches of learning *• 

A wife attention is paid in the girls fchools to qui- 
etude and regularity } each is to know her own bufinefs, 
and the time for applying for infirudlion about her 
work, &c. There are two or three apprentices for 

♦ Thefe branches arc now taught by female inftruc- 
tors« 
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whom there is a confiderable fphere of a£tion^ in ai&ft- 
-ing the miftreiTes, as there are many more articles 
of care amongft the girls than the boys j fuch as large 
flocks of goods to be made up into wearing apparel, 
cutting up workj teaching various branches of the exe- 
cutive part, and dealing out haberdafheries to the 
children. A difcreet allotment of care and employ 
to thefe, preferves the mifbrefles from too oppreffive 
a load of anxiety about fmaller matters, and gives 
them an opportunity, in their refpeftive fchools, to 
cherifh a neceiTary recollection of mind, enabling 
them more fenfibly to partake pf a meafure of divine 
ftrength, by which alone they can govern with rigl^t 
authority and tendernefs. They have alfo monitors, 
who have fimilar offices to the boys. The reading 
mitcrefs has feldom more than one clafs in her fchool 
at a time, which confifls of fix or eight, and they 
read paragraph by paragraph, all ftanding fo remote 
frt>m her, as to render a proper exertion of their 
voices neceflary, by which they are inured to read 
audibly. The mifbrefs or affiflant teacher, to whom 
is committed the care of fpinning, attends to that 
employ only a few hours each day \ the refl of her 
time being taken up with mending the children's 
linen, efpecially that of the little ones, and infhxiA-i 
ing five or fix girls at a time in that art, having them, 
and that kind of work, in a room wholly fet at liber- 
ty far the purpofe. The eldefl girls take it in turns, 
one or two at a time, to affifl the mantua«makef , 
who is fupplied with plenty of work. They alfb 
take it in turns to work with the laundrefs every 
week, in wafhing, and getting up fmall lineii» and 
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in waiting at meal-times at the houfe-kcepcr*s table ; I 

and one in turn is under the peculiar direftion of J 
the treafurer's wife, who keeps her pretty much 
to her own parlour, and employed in her work. 
Two of the girls are weekly appointed to fweep ' 

the lodging rooms every day, and all the girls make | 

their own beds, (as they fleep in couples,) which ^ 

arc curled hair mattrefles laid upon rails ; they have 
a bolfter, an under blanket, a pair of fhects, two 
upper blankets, and a counterpane of fing^e furniture 
check, but no curtains. A cheft with partitions 
ftands at the head of every bed, and furnifhes two 
girls with convcniencies for the keeping of their 
clothes, having two drawers at the bottom for their 
{mill JincA, 

Their apparel in general, and efpecially fuch as 
paiTes through the wafhings, is marked with the 
initials of their names, and the number of their bill 
of admittance. 

The girls are provided with work by the inftituti- 
on, and for their improvement, finer needle-work is 
taken in for hire than the family can furnifh them 
with; and when that falls ihort, child-bed linen is 
fometimes made to fell, in which fuperfluous work is 
guarded againft. 

The girls and boys go to bed in the fame order ; 
and all their clothing is fo folded up, and laid upon 
their chefts, that though there are twenty or thirty 
beds in a room, yet after they are fettled in bed, 
there is fcarcely one article of clothing out of its^ pro- 
per place, and confequently no interference in put- 
^ting them on. The lodging rooms have fcvcral 
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ventilators in the ceiling. One or more of the mif- 
trefles, or fteady apprentices, fleep in each, and a 
healthy cheerfulnefs and decorum are preferved^ 
through the whole. 

SECT. IV. 

At meeting the boys and girls enter in the fame 
method, the boys firft, a m after leading the way ; 
the leaft children immediately follow, and are feated 
on the uppermoft crofs forms, the reft regularly fuc- 
ceeding according to their height ; and coming in by 
couples, they fill two benches at a time, and very 
foon get all fettled. The monitors are placed on a 
fide bench, which gives them an opportunity of in- 
fpedting the behaviour of the other children, and of 
inftrufting them by their example, the mafters and 
miftrefles are placed at little diftances, on a feat one 
ftep higher, by which they can overfee the whole. 
They^ depart with no lefs regularity than they come 
in, the children joining again in couples ; aftd in 
fuitable weather, they take a circular walk round the 
area in the. front of the houfe j after which, they 
are advifed to retire to reading, a confiderable li- 
brary of friends books being provided, part whereof 
is produced on a iirft day. — The children every 
evening fettle to read, the boys and girls feparate;. 
and they all, with ^the family, are coiledled once a 
week for that purpofe, previous to which, they qui- 
etly fettle down in filence for a little while, then one 
of the mafters reads a chapter, and about fix boys, 
and as many girls, read fix or eight vcrfes each j af- 
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tcr which, they paufe again, till it is judged a fuita- 
ble time for the children to withdraw, which they 
do, not in couples as on other occa£ons, but fingly, 
going immediately to bed, and at fuch a diftance 
from each other, as to admit of no converfation by 
the way, the teachets paffing with them in certain di- 
▼ifions, preferves the quietude without interruption. 
They generally rife at fix invfummcr, and feven in 
winter, and go to bed at nine in fummer, and eight 
in winter. It is a rule that every child, on admit- 
tance, fhall have a certificate figned by a medical 
perfon, expreffive of his or her being in health, and 
having no infe£lious diforders, or apparent fores; 
and if a child has not had the fmall-pox, the parent 
or guardian fignifies, whether, if the contagion 
ihould break out in the family, they choofe inocula- 
tion. Whenever an illnefs of any kind appears, the 
fubjeA is configned to^ a fteady matron in the ftation 
of a nurfe, who has convenient apartments for the 
reception of fuch ; and an apothecary in the neigh- 
bourhood has a falary for attending at ftated periods, 
whether he is wanted or not, and as much oftener 
as occafion requires ; the drugs are kept in the houfe 
at the expence of the inftitution, and the nurfe has 
the care of them. 

N. B. The children's drefs, if not fo when they' 
come, is modelled to a certain fimplicity, which 
meets with the general approbation of the moft con- 
fident part of the fociety ; and fuch apparel as is 
provided by the inftitutionj is of a fubftantial, and 
rather coarfe texture, but neat in its colour and make, 
and a care is exercifed over it, which preferves it fo to 



ACKWORTH SCHOOL. 263 

the laft. An exafl uniform in colour, &c. has not 
bten adopted. 

S, E C T V.V 

The houfe-kecper has the general care and com- 
mand of the kitchen, the keeping, giving out, and 
providing the houfe linen, fhe gives an account 
vvhat vidhials and ilores are wanted, fees to the pro- 
per ufe of them, and delivers an account to me 
treafurer of her difburfements, once a month. 

There are two chamber-m^ds, whofe bufinefs it 
is to ^lake the boys' and family's beds, to fweep 
their lodging, rooms and the ftairs, every day except 
meeting days, to aflift in getting up linen, mend- 
ing fheets, the boys' fhirts and ftockings, and alfo 
to help in wafhing and combing the boys. The 
nurfe likewife aflifts in mending linen, but nothing 
is to interfere with her fervice to difeafed chil- 
dren. 

Two cooks are found fufEcient ; they contrive 
their bufinefs fo as to have little hurry at meal times, 
and on the evening preceding meeting days, the vic- 
tuals are fo prepared for next day, that little more is 
neceffary, having in fummer, cold meat, or fruit- 
pies, and in winter, boiled plumb puddings, which 
only require one perfon to ftay at home, to keep the 
coppers boiling. 

They have one fervant whofe bufinefs is principal- 
ly wafhing difhes, &c. A fteady, and rather elder- 
ly man, is generally kept for renewing the fires, 
and jobbing about. There is one dairy-maid, who 
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has the care of the mUk of upwards of twenty cows, 
aiUfts in milking them, and makes the butter, &c* \ 

The laundrefs's work is only to infpedt and a£ift in 
the wafhings. A mill, fomcthing like the bleachers, 
is ufcd for large cloaths ; it is in a building detached i 

from the houfe, and is wrought by a horfe ; the li- 
nen Js wafhed in bags, being fir ft fortedand foaped ; I 
two wafher-women are provided for one day, who, 
with a man that is kept in the capacity of a carpen- ^ 
ter, can, with induftry and the laundrefs's afliftance, , 
accomplifh all that is fuitable for that engine. Thefe 
wafhings come every -^ek. One man has the care 
of baking and brewing, in which is included the chil- 
dren's dinners, when they Ijave baked meat or pies, 
and making the bread, &c. There are 80 acres J 
of land, and two men in the capacity of farmers, j 
who, with a labourer occalionally, find fufficient i 
employ in raifing a little grain, taking care of the >j 



cattle, ailifting in milking, going to market about 
three miles diftance, and fetching coals from the pits 
a few miles. The treafurer, his wife, the houfe- 
keepcr, with all the mafters, (except thofe who have' 
families) miftreffes, nurfe, and mantua-maker, eat 
together at the houfe-keeper's table ; and the other 
fervants fit down regularly* together in 'the kitchen^ 
where order and folidity are made incumbent for 
every fervant to obferve. A tailor and llioe-maker, 
who have families, are ftationed in cottages adjoin- 
ing the houfe, and have falaries fufi^cient for their fup- 
port. Single men lodge and board in the houfe, being 
found neceflary to fleep in the boys' rooms. The 
family is fupplicd with vegetables from a large ^r- 
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dm on the premifes; and the care of it committed to 
a man in the ftation of gardener, and his affift- 
ants. 

N. B. Admitting into the famQy fuch as arc not 
in profeflion with friends, is guarded againft. 

SECT. VI. 

Inconvenienci^ have been found by recommend- 
ing perfons with too partial an eye to their pri^ 
vate intereft, and obtaining for them a comfort- 
able afylum; fo that fome who were not objcfti- 
onable in their own fpheres, and within the com- 
pafs of their own abilities, have obftruAed the 
right order of the inftitution, and have necefla- 
rily become objefts of difapprobation ; being defec- 
tive in thofe faculties which were peculiarly re* 
quifite for the ftations to which they were in- 
troduced : whereas fome others, from a fecret ap- 
prehenfion of duty, and an upright defire for 
the good of the inftitution, have, under difcourage- 
ments and much diffidence, before their qualifica-* 
tioDs were ripened to public view, been put into 
o%:es; and yet thefe have in due time, been 
wonderfully opened in religious and civil ufefiil- 
nefs, and have become as pillars in the fupport of 
right government in the family. It ha^ been 
found expedient, from which great advantages 
have arifen to the family, that friends who tra- 
vel in truth's fervice, and thofe that come diC- 
intereftedly on the bufinefs of the inftitution, 
ihoukl be freely accommodated in the houfe ^ any 
N / 
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expenfe occaiionod tliereby, being more than com-i 
penfated by their religious concert^ and endeavours 
for the profperity of the whole houfehold. Ne- 
Ycrthelcfg) inconyeniencies and unneceflary expenfe 
have evidently ariien by the children's connexi- 
ons, and thofe who only come from curiofity, 
having free accefs to the accommodations provid- 
ed by the inftitution ; and therefore an inn has 
been opened in the neighbourhood *, where people 
may be agreeably entertained, and enjoy, as if 
they were in the houfe, every privilege of fee- 
ing the children, obferving the order of the fa- 
milyi^ and attending religious opportunities. As 
a library of fuitable books is provided by the in- 
ftitution for the children's ufe, and as others of 
a very different tendency have unwifely been fent by 
their connexions, it has been found expedient to 
forbid the introduftion of any publications but 
what firft undergo the teacher's infp^ftion. 

Divers advantages have arifen by the fchool's not 
being limited to the children of friends in ftrait- 
cned circumftances ; as thofe who had their out- 
ward affairs in good order, might be expefted fo 
to have extended their care to their offspring, 
as that their example amongil the more ignorant 
and lefs guarded youth, might promote folidity and 
good order in the family: and in cafes where that 
care had not been fufficiently extended,^ the good of 
fuch children, not lefs than others, appears to be 
the objeft of the fociety's concern: and as their 

♦ As the premifes belong to the inftitution, the com- 
mittee has fome control on .the tenant. 
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parents were not prevented from contributing to 
the fupport of the inftitution, fo as amply to al- 
low for the additional eiqpenfe above the ftated 
futn> and even to exceed it if they thought pro- 
per, no reafonable objection could arift en that 
account. 

'- By thi^ means the houfe was more eailly fup* 
ported, and that diftin<Stion in the fpirit of the 
wwld, which is the bane of religious fociety, was 
in feme degree removed. Thus children intended 
to fin different ftations in life, being fct upon an 
equality, with which nothing interfered but their 
merit or demerit, has proved a great encourage- 
ment to friends in low circumftances to fend tlieir 
offspring, when they found there was no defign 
publicly to mark them as obje45ts of charity ; which, 
no* doubt, fr'om diffidence in fome, and an un- 
willingnefs to be denominated poor in others, 
would have been generally fo difagreeable, as that 
.tke number of three hundred children could 
fcarcely have been found, whofe parents would 
have fubmitted to receive a national benefit, if 
thereto the badge of poverty had been' affixed. 
As the poor in civil, much more in religious 
fociety, are entitled to neccflary and comfortable 
accomniodations) and thofe who are in eafy cir- 
cumftances, upon the principle of loving our neigh- 
boors as ourfelves, have not a right to more, 
fuch an education as is fuited to the one, may 
•"not be inconfiftent with the other, if inftead of 
training them for children of this world, the cul- 
N 2 
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tiration of their minds, as followers of Chrift, be 
the principal objcft in view. A friend may, for 
procuring the necefiaries of life, be in eafy cir- 
cumftances, fupport an honourable appearance 
amongft men, and a generous hofpitality towards ' 
his friends, being of thofe who rather defire to 
give than receive i and yet, if out of a large fa- ^ 
mily, he wifhes to fend three or four to fchool,' 
and thinks it his duty to provide the moft guard* 
ed education, it may be quite inconiiftent with ^ 
his abilities, and the education he wifhes them 
to have, to place them in a more expcnfive fi- ^ 
tuation than what, upon an average, they coft the 1 
inftittttion at Ackworth t to prevent fuch a friend 
from the benefit of fo generous a defign, is incom- *: 
patible with the avowed concern of the fociety 
for the welfare of its youth. Our judgment of ^, 
one another's circumftances in life is often er- > 
roneous, and it hath forrowfuUy appeared, that 
many have been fbrangers to theit b^*m ; and fbme ^ 
who might be unkindly judged for fending their 
children to Ackworth fchool, becaufe of the ap- 4 
pearance of affluence, which they unwifcly fup- 
ported for a time,* have proved unable even to 
bear the expcnfe of keeping them there without 
the affiftance of their friends. There have been 
objedions in the minds of iome friends to an open i 
door for all children whofe parents approved the 
plan of education, from a fuppofition that the 
houfe would be crowded with fuch as might be 
otherwife as well provided for, and that the poor 
would be excluded the- benefit and preference they 
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onght to receive from fuch an inftitution; and 
alfo, that the annual fubfcriptions expefted from 
all tlvs mondily meetings in the nation^ would 
be too much appropriated to the ufe of thofe 
who might afford to pay for their children elfe- 
whcre 5 from whence, difcouragements being thrown 
out <o friends in eafy circumftances fending their 
children, the fchool: has much fewer candidates, 
and the defign of it not fo ftdly anfwered. Thefe 
objeftions would be removed, if friends were more 
liberal and unconSned in their views, as to num- 
bers or ikttions in life, and were fo far from ex- 
cluding, either the rich or. the poor, as to be 
concerned for, and feel after, the propriety of ex- 
tending their accommodations, and diffiifing their 
endeavours for the admiffion of all who offered, 
and^ by opening a door for thofe of ability to pay 
fufiiciently for their children, they might alfo pro- 
vide a means for the relief of fuch as require the 
help of others in bearing their- burdens, remem- 
bring that, « the \\bcr2i\ devifeth liberal things, 
and by liberal things fliall they ftand." 

Upon the whole, it is evident that all children 
ought to be confidered as proper objcfts of fuch 
an inftitution ; for, in general, even the fituation 
of the rich, as to their profperity in the truth, 
is as much to be compaffionated as the poor ; 
being often educated with ideas and impreffions 
more repugnant to gofpel fimplicity, and lefs 
inured to the felf-denial of a chriftian, than the 
offspring of fome who labour under diflSlculties in 
N3 
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temporal things. When parents are wife enou^ 
to feel difpQfed to place their children in a fitua- 
tion, fo favourable for the growth of virtue^ and 
fq oppofing the ambitious views, and prcfumptuous 
endeavours after felf-exaltation, it would be great- 
ly to be lamented, if fuch were excluded from a 
feminary, which under the peculiar, care of the 
fociety, is better infpeAed, regulated, and furpifhed 
with religious officers, than private fchodi can 
often experience* And as, hj this inftitutk)n, a 
religious education and improvement in ufefiil 
knowledge, is offered to the acceptance of friends 
for their children, upon moderate terms,' atid a 
place large enough for the prefent prepared, there 
is no} do^bt^ byt that by an ivdifcriminate. mixture 
of childreii"* belonging to our fociety, divers ad- 
vantages to their, future fteppings in life may arife. 

There is in one quarterly meeting, a fund for 
the affiftance of thofe, whofe parents and. monthly 
meetings may he unequal to bear the .c;;5peijfes of 
their children's education,, &c« This fund has 
been extenfively beneficial; the interefl is appro-n 
priated to pay one half the eight Guineas for each 
objeft; and the refl left to be raifed either by the 
children's connexionSji or their monthly rneetings. 

For the further information of thofe who may 
be, in fome mcafure, ftrangcrs to this inftitutionj 
a itate of the accounts refpefting the fame for tho 
year 1791 i$ fubjoined* 



A Report of the State of Ack- 
woRTH School, the 31ft of 
the i2th Month, 1791. 

An Inventory of the Eftate and 

Effefls' belonging to, and of 

Debts owing by, this Inftit;u- 

tion, the ift of the ill Month, 

^ 1792. 



A Report of the Sutc of ACKWORTH SCHOOL, 

the 31ft of the i2th Month, 1791. 

The Income and Expenditure this Year have been as 
under, viz. 

INCOME. £. s. d. 

Donations and Legacies, as per Lift - 392 7 o 

Annuitants deceafed - - - .^. • 250 o o 

Annual Subfcriptions, as per Lift - - 871 610 
Bills of Admiftion ; 287 with Children! 

educated, at 81. 8s. per Annum - J 2410 16 o 
Ditto, Over-time, 66 Weeks, at cs, per | 

Week - J 16 10 o 

latereft of 3 and 4. per Cent. Annuities - 226 o o 

John Fothergill's Annuity, i year's dividend 50 o o 
Rent of New Inn, and Land, " ^ 



I Year") 

- 24I./ 
:res of f ^^ 

- ul.J' 



Ditto, of a Cottage and 5 Acres of ( 35 o o 
Land, i Year nLj- 

Balance of Farm Account - - - . ^^5 16 iix 
Total Income this Year .... - 4608 16 9! 
Total expended this Year 39 71 42! 

Increafe in Favour of the Inftitution - 637 12 7~ 
Balance of Stock the ift of the iftl o 

Month, 1791, ...... J ^712 5 6i 

Improvements on the Eftates fince they 

were purchafed, eftimated at 1000 o o 
The following articles reckoned 

in laft year's Inventory are 

difcontinued, viz, 
ImprovementsatN.Inn34 o 4^ 
Trees in the Garden 40 o o 
Cart-houfe, &c. . 90 o o 
Wafliing Mill - - 100 o o 

264 o 4i 

. ^.„ , £'735 ^9 7i 

Errors m Bills of 

Admiflion . 42 5 o 
D^ in ftating the coft 
Prices of 3 &4 per 
Cent. Stocks 487 15 o 

530 o o 

205. 19 7t 

Balance of prefent Stock, the 31ft of 1 

1 2th Month, 1 791, as per the fol-J- 9555 17 9 
lowing Inventory j 



EXPENDITURE. £. i. d. 

Houfe Expenfes; in Provifionsy Coak, &c« x88o o . 9$ , 

Clothing fol- CJiildren - - - - . - 851 16 7i 

Salaries and Servants Wages - - - •, 545 4 10 

Intereft paid to Annuitants, at 5 per Cent* 212 1 o . 

Repairs, inclndijig the new-making andl 

enlarging of the principal Drain from > 1 24 1 4 6^ 
the building -..--. J 

Conveyanceof Children at 2d. per Mile,! j-q jq 6 

- exceeding 5^0 Miles - - - - . j ? 

Stationary ------. 60 19 4^ 

Furniture, Bedding, Linen, &c. for 7 ,,^ ,- -,. 

Wear and Tear ..... J *^ " "s. 

Apothecary Account; Salary, Drugs^ &c. 42 4 4 • 

Contingencies - - - - - - I7i7 5i 

Garden - . - ^ . . * 25 i 8 



Total expended this Year - - - 3971 4 2^ 
Ns 



An Intbntort of the Estate and Effects belong- 
ihg tOy and of Debts owing by, this Institution^ 
the I ft of the 1 ft Months i792. 

Belonging to the Institution. £. - s, d. 

'The Eftates at Ackworth, coft - • 895 a 11 o 
•Improvements on faid Eftates - - looo o a 
New Office for the Secretary, built this 1 ^ ,m 

Year, coft J »3 18 lO 

Confolid. 4 per Cent^ Annuities 5500I. coil 43 28 1 5 a 

Thiee Months Intereft due thereon - . 55 o o 
Confolid. 3 per Cent. Annuities 200I. eoft 143 50 

Six Months Intereft due thereon - - 3. 00 
John FotliergilPs Ann. a year's Iptereft due 25 o ' o 
New Inn and Land^ half Year's Rent due 12 00 
Cottage and 5 Acres of I/and, 3 Quarters due 8,5 o 
Furniture; Linen, Bedding, &c. on hand 1673 4 % 
Farm; Cattle, Kay, Oats, &c. ditto 678.19 o 

Houfe Expenfes ; Provilions, Coalsj &t. ditto 473 9 9J 
Clothing for Children, ditto - - 31213 7 
Stationary ; Books, Paper, Quills, &c. ditt6 I51 15 4 
Contingencies ; Money lent on leaving") , 

School, to be returned - - [ 5 i^ o 

Ditto due for 45 Children who have had ' 

the Small Pox . . . - ^ 
Garden; Dial, Uteafils, &c. therein - - 16 12 9 
Bills of Admiffion; due for 4^, and! 

Forty-Seven Weeks - - - J 5^ ^3 o 
Drugs, Medicines, &c. on Hand - - 45 1 7 1 1 
Materials for Repairs, ditto - - * 24 15 8 
Balance in the Treafurer's Plands - J07 14 8i 

18201 12 3^ 



* The Money expended under the Head Repairs, 
(which includes Improvements fince the Eftate was pur- 
chaifed) in the courfe of more than twelve Years, amounts 
to near Four Thoufand Founds. 
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Oi^iKG ^V'THi Institution. £, /. d. 

Annuities at 5 per Cent, on the Life of 1 

a Subfcriber and Nominee - - J ^^^^ ° ^ 

American Conunittee, clue to them - 2679 16 io| 

Childrens Account, due to 299 now in"! , 

the Houfe, being for Time unexpired J 357 o o 

Barclays and Ttitton, due to theml j. 

when outftanding Drafts are paid J ^*9 3 • ^ 

Bills of Admiflion, for 3^ for 1792 - 39 8 o 

Balance of Stock in favour of the Infti- 



tution, the ift of the .1 ft Month, 1792! 9555 ^7 9 



e Infti-l 
» ^79^1 



18201 12 3^ 



AN 

AC C O U NT 

> OF 

YORK SCHOOL. 



The following account of an inftitution at Torkj written 
by Sarah Grubby was alfo found amongfi her papers ; 
and asjbe was one of its fupportersy and it appears to 
be conneBed with the preceding fubjeB^ it is judged 

• proper to introduce it in this place* 



AS the fchool at Ackworth did not receive chtl' 
dren but within certain limitations as to age^ 
^c. fomcthing fbrthery by way of appendix^ was 
found neceflary ; viz. a fchool fomewhat fixnilar to 
Ackworth^ which could receive girls of any age 
or defcription^ whofe parents or guardians inclined 
to fubmit them to the rules of the houfe $ where a 
fteady religions care might be exercifed^ uninfluenc- 
ed by any pecuniary confiderations^'and inftru^Uons 
afibrded in ufefol learning and houfewifery. 

One friend having felt her mind under a folid con- 
cern for the eftabliihment of fomething of this kindj 
imparted it to divers others^ as truth opened tiie 
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way; and they finding a concurrent engagement, 
were willing to unite a little property and attention, 
for the opeaidg and carrying of it forward ; in ex- 
pectation that others would be concerned to fucceed 
them, for its future continuance and fupport. 

As an overfight fuperior to what might be expe£t- 
ed from fuch as fhould be placed in the ftation of 
miftrefles, appeared to be proper, one friend, (her 
hufband uniting therein) offered herfelf to the fer- 
vice } and ieveral celigious young women of improv- 
ing abilities, were engaged to ftep in, for a time, 
as teadiets^ &i;. witjiout e^peftation of dny .pay or 
reward, fave that peace.which is tl^e cpnfequence of 
diiioten^fted faithful labour. 

A fun^ was accordingly raifed, a. fuitible Jioufe 
provided to accommodate about, thirty girls, and 
furnifhed 19 a plain, ufeful manner, at the expenfe 
of the proprietors $ . exoept the parlour and a lodging 
room, which the fuperintendents were intended 
more particufaurly to occupy, and which are furnifh- 
ed at thctr own ekpenfe. 

They aUb pay to the mftitntion an ample fufficien- 
cy for their own Eroig inthefamSy. 
. jSimplioty of manners, and a religious improve- 
ment of tfaemisds of youth, were the principal ob* 
jeAs in view of the friends who eftabliihed this 
^ichool; and therefore, whatever has a tendency to 
C^flniA this work, is- cautioned againit, and fuch 
apparel as the children faring with them,. if deemed 
inconfiftent with thie plainnefs which truth leads into, 
is not allowed during their refidence hiere; nor fiich 
literary publications as.improfitably elate the mind^ 
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and give a difrelifh for the purity of gofpel truths | 
but a knowledge of ufeful hiftory and geography, as 
additional branches of learning to thofe of reading, 
writing, arithmetic, and the Englifh grammar, are 
by no means difapproved. And whilft a careful at- 
tention is^'paiid to the improvement of the children in 
neceflary needle-work and knitting, all that i& 
thought merely ornamental,^ is imiformly difcouragw 
ed. 

The girls make their own faeds,^ fweep their own 
rooms, and take it in turns,, by couples for a wcfek^ 
to wait at the fuperintendents* and girls'" tables ; and 
fuch as are let apart for that fervice, arc fubjeft to 
be called upon in extraordinary cafes, t6 ai&ft in pre- 
paring viftuals, and other neceflary employments in 
the family. 

N. B. Each girl pays at entrance fourteen guineas 
for learning, board and wafhing« 
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CHRISTIAN DISCIPLINE, 



AS IT RE8PSCT8 THE 



EDUCATION OF YOUTH. 



npHE Author of the Chriftian rdigioc ctmt to 
* redeem and favc from that fpirit which oppoied 
the coming of his Idngdom. He has wonderfullj 
difpUyed the efficacy of that good^ by which evil is 
overcome^ proving through the whole of his difpenr 
fations a coincidence of mercy wkh juftice. And the 
operation of this benign principle appears to be in no 
cafe more neceifary and profitable, than in the true 
fuppprt and difcharge of the duties which we owe to 
thofe who are pluxred under our fuperintendence and 
care. As there are difpofitions manifeft in children, 
after the knowledge of good and evil is contratftedj 
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which degrade the mind from that innocency wherein 
they were firft created, and which like an evil tree 
(if fuflFered to grow,) will produce unwholefome fruit j 
fo there is alfo in the power of thofe who have right- 
ly the care of them, a means which may, by the 
concurring operations of truth, be rendered efie£hial 
to the reduAion thereof : and as both the diforder 
-and the remedy lie deep in the heart, they muft be i 

fought for there, without the love of fuperiority, a I 

carnal judgment of good and evil, or the influence of 
fclf-wiU. 

To bring children to a true and profitable fenfe of 
their own ftates^ and direft them to the fpiritual 
warfare in themfelves, is the main end of all religi- 
ous labour on their account ^ and herein a /iingjie eye 
ought to be tept to the witnefs of truth in their 
minds, for that muft be vifited and raifed, before 
they can fo fee, as ta repent and convert from evil. 
When this is the principal olj^eft in the view of thofe, 
who confider themfelves as d^egated fliepherds, ac- 
countable for the prefcrvation of their flock, they 
are religiouily engaged to promote it by fiich tneans 
as are put into their power, under the influence of a 
ehriftfan fpirit v which preferves from a defire of oc- 
cafioning fufifcringi or more ^f ft than is abfolutely 
lieeeflary for the obtaining of that end, gives patience 
to perfevere in labour without fainting, ftrength to 
bear and forbear in their waitings for the fpringing up 
of the good feed, and opens an eye of faith to look 
for, and depend only upon, the ble;ling on their en- 
deavours. Hereby the conduct of fuch is deeply in- 
ftruftive to children ; and may feal upon their minds 
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tfee pious concern of their preceptors, an4 afFeftion* 
ately endear them in a friendfhip laftingly profitablcji 
when they prove, through the influence of divine 
love upon their own underftandings, the juftice,^ 
ip^cy, and nobility of that chriftian difcipline which 
ha» been <exercifed towards them, and whereby they. 
Itave obtained fflreet communion with,, and an o^ 
pening to, the fountain of good in themfelves«. 
. If in our paflage through liJFe, we are often brought: 
to acknowledge that of ourfelvcs, without divine af^ 
iiftance, we can do nothing, is it not abundantly obr 
vioMs. in the work of beftowing a religious education 
oa youth:? and fl»)uid any wifdom prefide over that 
^f whicju. Cometh down from above, and is firfl pure^. 
then peaceable^ gentle, and eafy to be inlreated, fuA 
of mercy, and full 6f good firuits, wittout partiality, 
ted without hypocriiy?-' It is lamentable to fee 
)m>w people in general, and even fome who feek the 
ieitCe of truth on other occaiions, feem to confidier 
themfelyes^ at an?^ timej^ or in any. difpofitloa, quar 
U6c4 tf> iipftr-u^tiand c^rre^ ^hHdiren, without per-« 
fifWrng ths^ their own wUls require to Jbe l^ft fub« 
di^ed, bejEbi'e t}i^ can acceptably be inftrumental in 
fub<iji|i9gjtJ^,:M^illof oth^s. , Thwgh aits of inditf* 
cr^Qi\,,piv,fe;yfn^ie$, may have a tendency to hunv^ 
b]^)fhf^fe who receiire.them (through whofe fincerity 
all ^thij^gs work together for good, even as perfecuti-* 
on ha? been blcffed tp.thoujfends) yet the inftru- 
m^ts are by no means acquitted thereby^ thek con« 
du£l not being the produce oftthat faith, which 
worketh by love, to the purifying , of the heart. It 
is not to be expeAed tyiit that there is referved for 
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fuch, a proportionate degree of fuffering, to that 
which, in their own wills, they have occafioned to 
others : though, by their natural underftanding on- 
ly, their perception of divine recompenfe may not 
be clear enough to diftinguifh it, yet a righteous re- 
tribution, or receiving that meafure themfelves which 
they have meted to others, may await them. 

«« Provoke not your children to wrath," faid the 
apbftle. A conduct may be exercifed towards youth, 
which being under the influence of the paffions, has 
a natural tendency to raife a iunilar return. To pu- 
mOi a child becaufe it has offended us, without the 
diicovery of an evil defign, is to zA under an -un- 
chriftian fpirit, which revenges injuries. This is a 
difpoiition which is apt to receive its gratifications 
from a flattenng, cringing fpirit, and from fuch 
marks of refpeA as originate in an impure fpring of 
action i and hence, teachers of children may, from 
a fuperficial judgment, approve and ftrengthen the 
little pharifees under their care ; whilft the pure life 
that is ftruggling in the hearts of fome who refemble 
the publican, is cniihed and difregarded. Many and 
deep are the forrows of the childhood of fome, which 
proceed from different caufes : and doubtlefs that in- 
capacity wherein they are placed for obtaining re- 
drefs from real grievances, and the abufe of power 
being ftrengthened in thofc from whom they receive 
them, may be numbered amongft thefe affe^ing oc-« 
cafions. Many children, even in our fociety,^^havc 
a loofe unguarded education, and grow up as dege- 
nerate plants of a ftrange vine, having very little 
care exercifed towards them, except to indulge their 
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unruly appetites^ and pafSonate deiif es ; thefc re- 
quire the yoke to be laid upen them with caution 
and true judgment, left more ihould be commanded 
than they poffcfs abilities to perform, and fo their 
deficiency be unjuftly laid to their charge : yet the 
cultivation of their minds fhould be fteadily pur- 
fued, under that holy afliftance without which we 
can do nothing acceptably. Paft experience does 
not appear to be a fufEci«nt qualification for this, 
any more than for other religious fervices, even 
where it has been right, and much lefs fo, when 
it has not been ftriftly under the influence of that 
wifdom, which is pure and without partiality. 

Wifdom and ftrength muft be waited for, day by 
day, for the right performance of our -duties, be- 
'^ore Him who weighs our actions in the balance 
of pure juftice, and only approves thofe which are 
wrought in the fpirit. To educate children reli- 
gioufly, requires a quietude of mind, and fympa- 
thy in their guardians, with the ftate of the good 
feed in them, which will lead rightly to difcri- 
minate between good and evil; to difcover the 
corrupt fource of many Teeming good actions \ and 
to perceive that a real innocency is the root of 
others, which cuftom, and a fuperficial inveftiga-, 
tion, have rendered reprehenfible. Here we fee 
the neceflity of true wifdom being renewed, and 
the infufficiency of that which is carnal, and boafts 
its o^ experience and ftrength. It is the hum- 
bled mind to which is unfolded fuch myfteries 
of true godlinefs, for its own edification, and that 
of thofe. under its care, as could not have b^ 
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received in the fupport of a falfc confequence, 
and the love of fupcriority. If children are t9 
be inftruAed in the ground work of true religion, 
ought they not to difcover in thofe placed over 
them, a lively example thereof? or ought they to 
fee any thing in the conduct of others, which 
would be condemnable in them, were they in fl« 
milar circumftances ? Of what importance then is 
it for guardians of children, to rule their o^vn 
fpirits^ for when their tempers are irritable, their 
language impetuous, their voices exerted above 
what is neceflary, their threatenings unguarded, 
or the execution of them rafti, however children 
may for a time fuffer under thefe things, tiiey 
are not jnftrufted thereby in the ground work 
of true religion ; nor will the witnefs of truth, 
as their judgments mature, approve a conduft like 
this ; tho* thro* the bias of felf-wiU, it biay be adopt- 
ed in fimilar cafes, in a fucceeding generation, 
by thofe who, inftcad of having gathered good 
feed, have, from the mixture of their education, 
preferred the bad, which meeting with a foil fuit- 
able to its nature, grows and becomes fruitful, to 
the corrupting of ^many more. 

The love of j)ower is fo deeply implanted in the 
natural mind, that without we difcover it, and its 
evil tendency, in the true light, we are not like* 
*ly to confider it as an eiiemy of our own houfe, 
againft which we are called to war with at much 
• righteous zeal, as againft the evil in others ; yea 
with more, becaufe it is declared fuch are our 
l^ateft foes. Where this corrupt part is cheriflx- 
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ed, it ftains our actions; and having gained the 
afi^^ndency .over the pure, lowly feed, bribes and 
influences the judgment rerpe4^ing good and evil, 
and eftabliihes the mind in a felf complacence, 
irhich, how|:ver produftive of reproof, has feldom 
an ear open to that, inftru<Stion by which itfelf 
Aands condemned. The prodigal difplay and ufe 
of power is the very deftru£tion of chriftian dif- 
cipline. Power is neceffary ; not to be aflumed in 
the will of the creature, but to. ftand fubfervient 
to the judgment of truth, under which it ought 
to be exerted; lying in ambuih as a waiting, 
ajlifting force, ready to be called in cafes of dif- 
ficulty J when, if it ftep forth in true dignity, the 
appearance, rather than the ufe of it, may gene- 
rally prove fufficient, and its wife retreat render 
it ftUl more ufcful and reverenced. True love, 
clearncfs of judgment, and the ,meeknefs of wif- 
dqm, are the fupporters of true dignity 5 and 
where thefe prevail in a mind under divine go- 
vernment and control, they give authority, firm- 
nefs, and benevolence, in thought, word, and 
deed ; which have a profitable and comfortable 
efie£l upon thofe who are placed under their in- 
fluence, and open a door for undifguifed familia- 
rity, and afFe<^ionate infcercourfe, wherein children 
receive inftruftion more fuitably and cordially, than 
lender the arbitrary fway of a continually affumed 
power. Should we lay hold of chriftian difcipline 
in all its branches, and return with it to its 
root, cither amongft children or in the church, 
we flxall always find it originates in a ^chriftian 
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fpirit, and that every plaufible appearance which 
b defective in this ground, is fo far no better 
than founding brais, or a tinkling cymbal. 

The right education of children, efpecially in 
boardtng-fchools, is no doubt a clofe and ardu* 
ous work} thofe, however, who are rightly en- 
gaged therein, and endeavour after their own re- 
finement, and an encreafing acquaintance with the 
Fountain of Purity in themfelves, need not have 
their eye outward for the eflabliCbment of power 
and authority; for He who feeds the ravens and 
clothes the lilies, knows what they ftand in need 
of, and is able, out of his own treafury, to fup^ 
ply all their wants; to be ^* mouth and wifdom, 
tongue and utterance 5" and will not fail to help 
under their greateft difficulties, if they fupport a 
patient dependence upon Him alone, and profitably 
live under the perfuafion, that when He fhuts, 
no one fhould attempt to open, and when He 
opens, none can (hiit. 



EXTRACTS 



F K O M 



LETTERS 



R I T T E N BY 



SARAH GRUBB. 



CHEFFIELD 5th month 1772*— I cannot but wifli 
to fpend a few weeks with thee, either here or 
at York ; but as I am fenfible it is not good for any 
of us to have our inclinations gratified at all times, 
I am defirous to be eafy, and refigned to every thing 
that may crofs my natural propenfities i that fo, when 
affliction and probation may prefent themfelves, 
which certainly will attend our pilgrimage through 
this uncertain ftage of life, I may be the more 
ftrengthened to undergo thefe trying feafons with 
patience and fortitude. But I may conclude with 
the words which thou haft repeated before; " tg 
will, is prefent with me, but to do, I know not :^' 
for though this fortitude and refignation are things 
much to be defired, yet to be entirely given up to 

* In the 1 6th year of her age. 
O 
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the will and difpofal of a ^ind providence, is no eafy 
atttainment. Thou mentioned the difference of oiir 
fituations ^ and it would be un^atefiil if I did not 
confider, and look upon my privileges, as favours 
from indulgent heaven, if I make a proper ufe of 
them. But it is the ftate of the mind that limits 
our happinefs ; ax)d alas ! it is the want of a fuffi- 
cient care in the cultivation of my mind, that is. a 
means of obftni^ng that peace which it ^ould be 
iWeet to enjoy. 

ToRic, 7th month 1773— I often think our troubles 
are much augmented, by looking on thofe who are 
in a more advantageous ftation, according to our 
opinion) when, if we could but coiitent ourfelves 
with putting their many mortifications^ Jto balance 
the adverfe conditions of fome on whom;eHt^nal 
circumftances feem never to have fmUed, and 
whofe life has been a ferics of afiJidi^n, it; woi^Id 
amply compenfate far the laboun^ : Due <confider- 
ation would make oiir forrows ^peari^.giS^tly 
Ihort of what providence- mi^h«Y^ ^ittotted^for 
us, and would frequently prove ihemtaabe *he 
refult of paflion, or imaginary ills. 

York, 4tik, month i774--rThyi>I^er^was falu- 
tai^ and gr<9$ipful, arriving Ivi&fia: .qajy mhtid.was 
anxioufly cooceriied 09. ml«qr accounts* Theaxare 
of fo large a family», thou wilt re«dil]i! dvxir.favft 
engrpfs ^ Jafge, fliare of my attention; iti..i$, a 
talk xp whiq]^ { i, oft^n , jthiijrk. >, myfclf uno^iialj 
efpecially am^ogft children ;^ but: that Lam wil- 
ling; to make the beft of, if I may but be enabled 
fo to conduft, as to giv«> no real caufe of offence, * 
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nor to example in any thing that is contrary to 
the fimplicity of truth* Under thefe confidera- 
tions, I fee my own infufficiency, and how un- 
able I am to aft the part of an elder fijfter, 
without a daily fiipport from the Fountain of 
cYcry good. What fhould we do, were there 
nothing to fly to but the inftruments, the pub- 
lifhers of the gofpel ? what aid can they lend 
us? what ftrength in weaknefs, in comparifon of 
that inward ftay, which, if enough looked unto, 
would be the ftaff of our lives ? And with 
this gracious privilege, how mournful is it to 
confider the preference that is given to the foi- 
bles of this tranfitory life, before that true peace 
which flows from the Divine monitor, the teacher 
within ? 

York, 8th rtonth 1775 — And now permit me 
to tell thee how welcome a part of thine was; 
it led me, when I read it, to conclude, that after 
looking on all the frailties of human nature, and 
perplexing ourfelves with a view of the various 
and intricate fcenes of this life, the neceflary re- 
fult fhould be, «« to be quiet, and mind our own 
bufinefs;'' or, as thou fayefl, to endeavour to fed 
ourfelves approved by Him who fees not as man 
ices* If we make welcome every obflade that is 
prefented in the way to peace, we may juflly con- 
clude that we ihall never arrive at the peaceful 
Jerafalem, the quiet habitation which cometh down 
from God out of heaven. The confidwation of 
this enjoyment, fometimes prompts the mind to 
O2 
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foar, or to afcend gradually to the holy mountain^ 
where we may be taught the ways of righteouf- 
nefs, and be inftrufted in the paths of true peace: 
but how faft we defcend to the place from whence 
we came ! how precipitately do we drop into 
fome region of darknefs ! for furely there arc 
many degrees ; but happy are they who are re- 
deemed from its power. May we not juftly deem 
ourfelves, when under any entanglement, any fet- 
ter that prevents our deeds being brought to the 
true light, the light of the Lamb, as alienated, in 
part, from the Father of mercies, and eftrangcd 
from His celeftial fpring ! how neceflary therefore 
is it for us to watch at all feafons, in times 
of peace, as well as in the fpiritual warfare j for 
wc know not when the hour of temptation com- 
cth, and our fortification may prevent the engage- 
ment. How preferving is that language; *< I will 
get me to my watch tower ;'* and what a favour it 
is, our npt being ignorant, that the nzmt 61 the 
Lord is a twrer to the righteous, 

loth moqth 1777 — I expeft this will find thee 

at. ; — , where I wifh thy vifit to be aitended 

with more folid fatisfaiftion than thou looked 'for; 
if notjj it may be no lefs profitable. My verf fmall 
experience has taught me, that endeavouring to 
keep n^r to the Fountain of life, in company 
where its arifings are evidently fupprclTe^, .ofteji 
tends more to our real growth In the root of 
true religion, t^an the eafy enjoyment of valuable 
friends company, with whonx we arc not driven 
to our refuge. 
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1 2th month 1777 — I doubt not but thou haft 
thought, with myfelf, the conduft of the genera- 
lity of young men to be painful ; for what num- 
bers do we fee of thefe, who, prompted by the 
irregularity of youthful fervour, fuflFer their minds 
to be entangled with every fluttering objeft of 
▼a^ity J little confidering that they are expofing 
themfdves. to innumerable forrows, and inconiider- 
ately and rapidly purfuing an Ignis-fatuus, which 
will lead them into a labyrinth of perplexities. Oh I 
could they, inftead of this, centre and retire to 
that reverent fear in themfclvcs,- which would 
prove a fountain of life, preferving from the fnares 
of deaths there is no reafon to. doubt that the inex- 
hauftible Fountain, would not only turn their feet 
into the path of peace, but fo far eftablifh their 
goings therein, that every important concern of 
their liyes would be favoured with divine direfti- 
o,n; and in that very momentous one of marriage, 
the language of truth .would be fo intelligible as to 
dirndl thfm.to the right objcft ; and then, with what 
hply. confidence might they propofe thefe connex- 
kmSf^ while our fex, with .an humble awful diffi- 
d^ikcej^ wait, alfo for counfel from on high, and 
to feel the fame aflurance of divine approbation : 
thus all would be confummated to the praife of 
Hini whofe favour they had fought and implored. 
Much do I Mih that my heart may ever be fa- 
•Vourcd to poflcfs a degree of this primitive pu- 
rity, though no matrimonial conficlerations require 
it } the faying of the Apoftle often accurs to my 

Q3 
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mfakl^ ^ that godlinefs is profitable onto all 
things." 

7th month 1778 — ^Wc are now again left with 
the care of a family that requires fome attention 
and circumfpeftion. I never felt more unfit for 
the taik, nor more ready to query, who Is equal 
to ity and to conclude, fiirely not I. A difcreet 
conduft, an afiedUonate behaviour, attempered with 
juft fo much fteady authority as to excite refpeft 
united to an unavoidable love, and thefe not to 
fludfamte with the fituation of the mind, is an zU 
tainment which I fear will never be mine, and 
which^ indeed will be unneccfiiry in a very few 
years with refpefl to my fifter^i. Iput yet it does 
appear, at leaft in my eyes, abfolutely tequifite for 
thofe on whom the education of children devolves. 
Where people are thus qualified, and difcharge 
their duty, they will find a pleafure with the impor- 
tant charge ; « for in it there is a happineft,Us WfcH 
as care." There is certainly fomethltfj^ \nt&k 
afieftionate part of us, which tends rather "ft? de- 
feat, than promote the growA of Ttrtiie^ ttXi^tip 
except it be fanAified under the ^€iperatioh''t>f 
the divine hand; when that is happily expefiehc- 
ed, fome of the natural propenfities become bleC- 
fings, and very laudably heighten the enjoyment 
of fpiritual ones. 

nth month 1778 — ^Thou haft, I doubt not, 
already heard of the unfettled ftate we have late- 
ly been iu, occafioned by a forrowful and afiFe£l«* 
ing event, the death of our dear friend ■ 
She feemed but juft arrived at the ftmimit of 
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earthly happinefs, and .to have conferred the fame 
enjoyment upon her beloved partner } yet alas { 
how tranfie&t was the duration of this ftate ; and 
indeed^ how unfit is it for minds who are too 
apt to rejoice in profperity without trembling, 
and wbofe affeflions are centred only in focial 
fomfortst We cannot but conclude that, l^ thefe 
inftru&ive leflbns of mortality, the divine intenr 
lion is to refine and purify, and to fhew all who 
behold them the necefiity^ the great neceffity, of 
having our minds centred where flu£hiating things 
can never come. This was, beyond a doubt, the 
happy . fitu^ion that her mind was in fometime 
before her dc^rture \ for about a week before 
her death, .£be told her hufband, << that her 
mind was fteadily fixed upon the joys to come^'' 
and added, << I am fenfible I fhall not recover; 
and I have now been where they wefe finging 
Hallelujah's to the Kigheft, and it was pleafant 
JQ my ear^* I,, have feen the l^eautiful fituatipn 
of ^c Jnhabijauts of the new Jcrufalcm:" with 
many .fimiUf t^^Pf^^l^Q^s* which .J Jiave hardly 
eitKer leifure p^TOora tp ipfert; but the , foregoing 
wiU.^^e^th^. an^idea^of the .comfortable ftate her 
«a^ /w;as in, ' which fhc a|:;peai;ed t;o preferye to 
the laft^ :. ;< ; 

The two following pieces of Yeljgipus , poetry ap- 
p^ ^ to have been ^coauppC^, th^ firft, in the 
year 1778, foon after her return firpm a vifit to 
foj»e of her friends, smd the fatter, fome confi-* 
derable time afterwards; and as they are folemn 
O4 
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and inftniftive lines, and defcribc the pious and 
•exercifed frame of her fpirit, they claim a place 
in this coUeftion. Though fhe pofleffed a confi- 
derable talent for this fort of compofition, yet fhe 
cultivated it but little, and very rarely indulged 
herfelf therein ; this may have proceeded from an 
apprehenfion, that it too often tends to draw out, 
and habituate the mind to a dtfpky of unfelt fen- 
timents; a too high colouring, if not a falfe re- 
prefentation, of things ; and a decoration of lan- 
guage inconfiftent with the fimplicity of truth. It 
IS, indeed, a talent which, in its exercife, requires 
▼ery great circumfpeAion 5 and, in the reading to 
which it leads, a religious guard and limitation.. 



Though clothed now with eafe, tho* the pure 
ftream 
Of focial converfe and congenial love 
Now offers me its balm, yet doth my foul, 
In retrofpe£l, far other fcenes furvey, 
Far other fwirces for energic pow'rs. 
How can my pen pourtray the deep diftrefs. 
How paint the anguiih of a heart that bled. 
Or how defcribe the current as it flow*d 
From forrow*s briny deeps ? It fails ; and loft 
In recolle£lion's maze, the mind that felt. 
Can only now explore the ambient main. 
Which, with impet'ous hafte, my little bark 
O'exflow'd, and feem'd to fink it in th' abyfs* 



1 
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But fay,' why funk it not ? by what kind hand 
"Was it fuftain'd ? or why was it not driv'n 
Againft that rock, on which .fo many fplit, 
And pour their mournful accents to the waves ? 
Twas not thyfelf that did fupport ; 'twas not 
Thy ftrength bore up : thou canft not thus convert 
Th' o'erwhelming furge of mourning into joy. 
Then who I that great I AM, that Majefty 
Who made the buih his temple, and whofe flames 
Confum'd it not ; who breaketh by his word,. 
And with confolatory bands binds up;^: 
Did h& not condefcend to intervene? 
Did he not fay ? " be ftill, it is enough," . 
Yea, with compaiHonate regard, . pour'd in 
The wine and oiL Forget.it not, my. foul !^ 
Nor feek a greater joy : yet patient be 
In fujBFering ; in feafons of diftrefs. 
When ijature.'pourftJier bitters in thy b/sart. 
When heav'n feems brafs, and earth with iron bars 
Doth hold its §;J^pring:gopdliit«ft from thee ; ■ 
Then wit Ji; a calm /efigned mind give up, 
Freely furrend^ ett thou calleft thine ; 
No longer reft.on Jordan's banks, but with 
Stability ftep in, and learn to know ' , , '^ ■ i 

That ftones there are which for memorials ferve ; 
Then bring the!m:up from thence, as : proofs whcr^ 

thou 
Haft been, and therewith raife thine Ebenezer. 
But ah ! how thoughtlefs in this profp'rous ftatc, 
Which now I view, but not with equal eye ; 
Yet humbled ixi the duft, implore thy aid, 

05 
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Thy care, thou benefactor kind ! or how 
Can I| amidft each fmiling fcene, felcA 
And cull the chiefeft and the beft of all 
That's offered I How render thee thy due 
For benefits, « thy mercy and thy truth P 
Through ev'ry difpenfatlon of thy love. 
Through ev'ry min'ftration of thy judgments^ 
Grant> ah I grant, a felf-abafed fpirit \ 
That fo, thy great fupreme commands, thy will 
May be obey'd, and mine as clay be formM. 

And ye, my friends ! who lately were and are 
The fweet endear'd companions of my life. 
Ah ! may we long each others^leffings £hare \ 
Soften each forrow, intermix each joy, 
With unity of fpirit foar above 
Thefe tranfitory things, and as we rife^ 
Together drink the well refined wine^ 
And in that pure and purifying ftream. 
Which from the throne of the moft High proceeds^ 
Witnefs our minds repeatedly baptizM, 



]My foul aicends in humble flight 
Above thefe tranfient woes. 

And fiird with fongs as in the nighty 
She to the mountain goes 

With harp and pipe, to celebrate 
The praife of Zion's King, 

And with a weaned mind proftratc. 
An humble ofTring bring. 
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Prepare the oflf ring, facred flame. 

And confecrate my ground. 
That, by the virtue of thy name. 

Acceptance may be found. 

Thy gracious majefty that deigns 

The contrite foul to hear. 
Thy wifdom that forever reigns. 

Bid humbled minds draw near. 

Shall I repine then to prefent 

The ojBT'rittg of my will. 
Shall I ungratefully confent 

Th' immortal birth to kill ? 

Forbid it Lord ! and aid my foul 

The confliAs to endure. 
Which, thro* thy merciful controul, 

Make all things new and pure. 

O grant thy all-fuftaining arm 

My drooping mind to bear, 
And with thy confolations warm 

Preferve roe from defpair. 

Thou know'ft the tribulated path, 

Which leads from death to life, 
Thou know'ft the baneful dragon's wrath, 

His enmity and ftrife. 

Thy light and truth, moft gracious God, 

WithliQjd not from my foul; 
Nor yet thV wife chaf^ifing rod. 

Nor DaVid's wafhing pool. 
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In faith and patience, centre deep 

The myft'rics thou reveals; 
And, with an everlafting fl^ep. 

And thy immortal feals,, 

^velope each unworthy vicwj 

That fanftified aright. 
Thy glorious caufe I may purfue. 

And witncfs to the light. 

» 
Thus thro* the few fucceeding fteps 

Appointed me to run. 
Thy honour may be all in all, 

Thy praife alone be fung. 



ift month 1779 — 'r^^ re-eftablifliment of our 
own, or our friends' health, from the verge of 
that eternity to which we are haftening, ought to 
excite deep gratitude of mind, and lead to a ftili 
greater degree of obedience and preparation for 
the final call. The feafons which I pafled, and the 
meditations with which my mind was fupported, 
when watching over my departing friends, are, I 
think I may fay, continually before me. How low 
and how groveling appeared every mundane thing \ 
How infignificant the moft defirable connexions in 
life, when compared with that certain portion of 
happinefs, that unbounded fphere of felicity, which' 
is referved for the pure in heart ! even the ftrong 
ties of fricndfhip and love were fubfervient to thefe 

♦, 
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feelings j infomuch that I have queried, when re- 
flecting how thefe fetters to our dijQToiution were 
removed, whilft thofe important profpcfts were be* 
fore me, << what ailed thee, oh thou fea, that thou 
fleddeft, thou Jordan, that thou waft driven back^ 
ye mountains, that ye ikipped like rams, and ye 
little hills, like lambs !" But alas ! this lafted not 
long; for when the folemn, awful meiTenger had 
proclaimed liberty to a captive fpiarit, and tranflated 
it to where mine could not afcend, then arofe every 
natural emotion, and inftruAed me, that in a conti- 
nual warfare confifted my peace* But what can I now 
fay ? for on thefe things, as on the m;^na that was 
gathered yefterday, am I too apt to live, without 
enough feeking the frefh defcendings of celeftial 
food, and patiently fubmitting to that creative pow- 
er, which would form us into the ftate of a little 
child* The aptitude of my difpofition to rife above 
the humbling principle of truth, and form to my- 
felf a likenefs which may be compared to a mar- 
ble ftatue, or an irkige of fubftantial good, oftea 
leads my mind into deep lamentation and mourn- 
ing ; with a painful fear, that I fhall never be en- 
titled to the handing forth of the royal fcepter, the 
mark of divine approbation ; but to that fentence 
of depart^ and being fet as on the left hand : yet 
when we furvey thefe fleeting tnoments, or rather 
look over them to the endlefs ages that enfue^ 
we cannot but conclude, that nothing fhort of a 
fbite of infatuation would lead us to exchange, or 
even rifque our everlafling well-being, for the ve- 
ry befl; things of this world. 
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4th month 1 7 79-* Alas t how is a large degree of 
truth) inward excellence^ and whatever conftitutes 
true lovelincfst removed I how is the beautj fallen ! 
Afie£king inftance to os her friends ; but to that im- 
mortal ffHrit in her which has long, in proTpefl of a 
future glorious admiffion into the celeftial regions of 
light) been willing to delcend into the deeps, and 
there behold the maryellolis works of Him whom fhe 
ierred, it is a happy lot* Though ihe fuffered much, 
though forrow came in the night, in the cloie of a 
world wherein ihe had many troubles, yet joy has, I 
donbt not, fprung in the morning, in the opening (^ 
an endlefs day. How juftly may we rejoyce on her 
account, who was counted worthy of fo early an. en** 
trance to where the aged can but hope to be, and 
whofe work is done: a circumftance which the im« 
patient mind, I believe, often wifhes for. A la- 
mentation for thc^ who knew her worth, and who 
hoped for a future uniting with her in the covenant 
of life, and of that wifdom which is from above, 
may, with unfe^ed propriety, be adopted. For 
my own part, all that was within me, (when I found 
niiat thy intelligence was) feemed ftmck with amaze- 
ment, and was loft for a time in reflection on her 
-great and awful change; but trhen I recoUeAed 
myfelf, that ihe was forever removed ; and that, 
through the intricacies of life, I was left to move 
without her friendly affiftances, and fellow-feeling 
minc^, a deep fenfe of mourning enfued : for from 
fo fhort, and even from a long intercourfe, I think 
I never teaped fo much folid benefit with any. 
And alas ! ihort fighted as I was, I imagined it an 
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eamefi: of fome future felloiwrfliip in this iite i and 
that, through the various trials that attended it, a 
providential help might be difpenfed us through 
each other. But now, I find it was the (ulnefs al- 
lotted US| and that, like Jonah's gourdi it fprung 
'to me m a i;iigfat, and has withered before the 
brightneife of the day ; withered in a time wherdn 
my weaknefs leads me too much to kan on fuch 
helps* But this fhock-relaxes the defire, and points 
to the fbong tov?«r, the refuge of the righteous^ 
where alone- is true fafety^ and ob! may we flee 
thither, for the habitation is quiet and fure* I very 
much fympathize with you in the pce&nt trial, the 
lofs of fo near and valuable a friend* ^our attach* 
ment I believe was fbrong, and the reparation hard i 
but how much more profitable, if, inftcad oiF an 
unavailbg forrow, we coftfider the church's lofs; 
that one who filled an uf^ful fphere is removed, 
and coi^equently, that that ihare is left to devolve 
Bpon the fhouldcrs of fome ; I fay, if we confi^dcr - 
and look fufiiciently at this, being willing to ilep, 
a required, into her path, (which I know was fe^ 
cretly Aercifed, not only for herfdf, but for the 
^rofperity of the great and noble caufe), and there- 
by redeem the lofs, how acceptable muft that tri« 
bute be, in the fight of Him who fees not as man 
lees \ and, if it fpring from a heart devoted to the 
work rather than the reward, how truly profitable 
to ourfelvcs! The end of the righteous is defira* 
ble, in whatever ftage of life it arrives 5 but for my 
own part, if I could hope mine would be fuch, I 
own I cannot help feeling a wiih, that its approach 
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might be in the early or middle part : in what the 
delire originates, I cannot pretend lo fay, but it 
is, perhaps, in fome unjullifiable part of fclf-love» 

6th month 1779 — How acceptable was thy ac- 
count of the latter, and laft end of our beloved 
friend ! My mind often recurs to it for hope, and 
for ftrength to perfevere and to obtain ^ but there 
appears fo much to conftitpte our claim to the 
peaceful abode, into which the righteous only can en- 
ter, that my mind enjoys but a fmall portion of 
faith to believe it will ever reach its confines; 
yet I am fometimes led to £onfider$ whether our 
refearches aAer happinefs, are not too n\uchi ac* 
tuate^ by principles of&itiowe^ and whether it 
is «9niiftent with the ben^vcdtince which the-^of« 
pel inculcates, that in aU our concerns, and the 
exercife of our greateft virtuies, we ihould be coixr 
tinually enquiring aftei' the reward: does it not, 
myn£rie¥(d, (for I really do not know) indi^iie a 
fit^ei^r^ of nund, .and ^ waiit o£ coafidnxoc in^tiim 
who i^.^ jiift and equal in ail •hifiiw,a!y^?"()fondn . 
our 19^^$ theretisin^ merit to^ithqf oreatbre^jiF 
w^ tT^ift ^o%y r whfff^ isj. out. Smthi 1 if 1 we tperfttorC' 
XkOi, etwhere is <^t patience. ? and if in this lifityrwfc 
pa»tal^pof titfi^nefi of/that joy.whiohd$ fown^for 
the^oipright, vb^^i ftSi^h/jj^loripus: rfcforve^for futuri- 
ty i Should vfe^]:H>t ti^en^rijf pur mfnds werejclothed 
with the nobility of i^he.fp|rit> tmtwhklL wei*^i6\Wi 
refign all things? and' being ^humble,! fuifec ^ 
thingsc? and do allith^g^-inlpure .leve, exchifive'.of 
any . jfelfifli yjiq^ ?.. 10; • . . ^ < . i; ' 'i 

In. yoqr,. county as well as oyrs, there are a 
few who have not bowed the knee, nor facrificed 
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to the ttrorkmanlhip of men^s hznds, yet the gciic- 
ral depravity does fo oftea 6bftraft the current of 
life, and thereby ftagger the feeble mindV that I 
believe you often experience, a feeking water and 
findmg none ; but fear not, for He in whbm is 
the fiilneis of ftrength, is your refuge. 

8th month 1779 — ^Though I am firm in the 
belief) that if we experience the work of true re- 
generation, all our attachments muft be tried in a 
furnace, which the natural underfianding cannot 
of itfelf comprehend, and that the precious muft 
be feparated from the vile, by the myfterious ope- 
rations of the divine hand; yet I do alio hope^ 
that ours will be permitted to ftandj and that, if 
we live to furvive the ftrength of that youUiful 
arJor with which our prefent union is hcigbteni* 
cd, there will be enjoyed a fellowfhip, better and 
more pure than any we have yet experienced, 
and againft which, all the fiery darts of the ene- 
my will never be able to prevaiL This, and fi« 
x^ilar to this, is^ next to the immediate influence 
o^ the divine prefence, what I ftrongly covet to 
partMkc of, in this viciffitude and vale of tears | 
whcrt 111 a cup is fometimea handed, which i& lb 
repugnant to our nature, that we cannot help en- 
treating, let it, I pray thee, pafs from me. But 
oh ! th^t we may be found worthy to enjoy the 
celeftial bleffings difpenfed to the faithful, by obe. 
dience t) that power, which in all its workings, 
tends to crucify felf, and prepare the mind to adopt 
that refilled language of, " not my will, but thine 
be done," The more a mind poffeffes of that 
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wiTdom and nalvrei which aft m oppofition td 
the true fimplkSty of a little chOd, the greater 
mttft be the exercife; and if it has long refufed th^ 
clear manifeftations of duty, it is no wonder if a 
leafim of painful uncertttnty enfues. : 

5^ month 1775) — ^^ ^^^^ ^ health f art 
thou ftrong in Him who goeth before thie, and 
who hath'promiffd that His glory (hatt be the 
irereward of the number that deal prndently, and 
go not by flight? If^ah Ui. i2) t^ Hour fafe 
do the fteps of iuch appeari who ha^e this glory 
for a li£^t to their feet^ and the diTinel^ iUuna^ 
nated lamp to attend their path } It is no wondei^ 
that a - way ihouM often open, where the human 
unoj^-ftanding (which is dark and comprehends not 
the things of the fpirit) can fee no way ) and that 
crery necefiary refrefhment Ihould be interfperfed 
therein. I fometimes^ think it is a favour, that 
an eye is opened into this path, and that though 
the advancement in it is fmaS, if there be any. 
yet thus feeing, and pi^efiing forward, we m^7 
obtain. I hope thou art treading this fure grou^d^ 
and that diy memorials, whidh are brought from 
the bottom of the purifying waters of J<^rdan, 
are not hid; or if they be, that it is 6vl7 for 
their refinement. But perhapa they are Vkc the 
fling ftones which David had ready in his bagi 
till the a[^inted time of ttieeting the ^cfier of 
Ifrael wa« ^ome, and are to be sdike powerful in 
prevailing againft the enemies of the yoor, and 
the afilifted people, which may be fpafcd in the 
day of general calamity. Bat be this ai it may. 
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obedience is ftill to be attended to^ and the pro* 
jAet's advice f^emembered) of not feeking to our^ 
ftl-ves great ttungs^ but to be content with everf 
difpenfatlon, whether of want or of plenty. Whcri 
this fitnation is in anj degree attained, how Aank« 
fill do wc feel, for ^ven a finall appearance of 
good } for if the divine prefencfe h no more be^ 
held, than by the putting forth of His hanid throl^ 
the hole of the door, it Ml fuftains and refreiheij 
and ferves as food for many days.' ' 

iQth nsonth 1779 — ^Poor . ' ■ I feel for her 

frequently^ and have often thoiight of vnrititig to 
her ; but it has as often occurred, that except the 
great Shepherd of Ifrael affift her, whence fhall 
another do it ? As his voice, hiS-ti«ook, and his pro^^^ 
tc&ion, are undoubtedly offered^ 'tis: furely weak 
to fuppofe that the language of the creature c«i 
equal the voice of this Charmer | if indeed it :do 
aot^ ddrogale, (as I am inclined to thmk itt^oes) 
kom theomnipotem^and wifdom of oor holy head li 
audi I ibmetimesr think, thtt ^nothing more j^vet 
thv^ulqap^-vootod? dsprarily. of^jtbe human mind) 
ev«n^wilgii'v4ttesduredt>|ji viihitUind^^ bright^ 

nefsjond gk>ry^&: the eternal' excellency, -than Icdk^ 
ing at the members for. help,- atnd craving k :from 
th^ often poor^ benumbed qu^tet^ when^ at the 
fame tutt^, it might be faid, << you have an unction 
from the- holy one, and you know thefe things.*' 

ift month 1780— Thcrft appears to mte, no joy 
like the joy of the righteous, nor any unity like 
theirs ; and next to the immediate influences of the 
divine Spirit, it is -to 'me defirable. But obedience 
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being tlic terms of this great and valuable pofleiBoH, 
what numbers, for want of this, are deprived of 
k! Tet he who is infinite hi condefcenfion,. and 
whoTe love is unutterable, deigns to reward for every 
little fervice, and grants, at times, a facred view of 
the mjftery^ of his own church,^ and his marvellous 
work therdn. My friend is, I doubt not, well m- 
finided in thefe thihgs, and though I alfo believe 
k'i^atimeof iufieriitg like Jacob's, when the fun 
coilTumed by day, and the firoft by night, yet He 
who knows our neceflary refinements, is able to 
Smtt the waters,' that they do not overflow us> and, 
m his 'own time, will fay to the operation of the 
fitnlacc, '< it is enough." Till then, I truft doep 
mOt^^ utter unto deep," and with an increafe of 
fufierang, We fliali experience an increafe of holy 
fcUowftip. 

13d moilth' 1780— My dear friend's letter was too 
acceptable to lie long unacknowledged ;^ bectiufe it 
rcvi^etf Hn the breaft of her friend all the cordiality 
of ^Iti linkm' and fellow-feeling, which I truift do 
not originate in the part appointed for deftruAion ; 
but are' rather the biBTspring of minds engaged, 
(thon^ feebly) to travail on as in great weaknefs 
and feal*, send fboie^ities having no language to ex- 
prcfs, eitker ' to the Fountain of good, or to one 
another, but " fighs unutterable/' ' IJqw infinite is 
the condefcenfion of that precious infitience, which 
helpeth thefe our infirmities, ahd is~ touched with a 
feeling of them; aiding the niihd, with a degree 
of holy confidence, after all its appa!rent exclufions 
from the participation of divine good, once more 
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to look towards his holy habitation. And as it is 
through fufferings that our natures are refined and 
fan<Stified, they muft not be of our own chopiing, 
becaufe the fuffcring might then, in a great mea- 
fure, ceafe, and that neceflary heat which attends 
the furnace of af9i<ftion, and which purifies the 
mineral, get quenched 5 for fo depraved are our 
ideas of things, that I have thought, and in fome 
meafure felt, that even in our baptifms of fpirit, 
we would wilh to have a choice ; fo active is felf, 
that it cannot be fatisfied without a fphere to 
move in. Think not, my beloved friend, that I 
cbrifider this as a peculiar propeufity of thine ; for it 
rather occurred as a degree of painful experience. 
I have often viewed your fituation, (and particu- 
larly Cnce the receipt of thine this morning) as 
almofl too trying for flefh and blood, but He 
who placeth the members of his church, and ap- 
points them their lots, does not leave their fupports 
to flow through thcfe corrupt fources ; but marketh 
their fleps,^ and| perhaps quite hidden^y, .confirms 
the feeble knees, and leadeth them in a way they 
know hot. My mind is frequently too much de- 
prefled,' and fometimes tolTcd with t^mpefts, to 
admit a confolatory fentiment, much lefs to pfier 
my friend the language of eocouragemert j nevcr- 
thelefs I cannot help expreffing my firm belief, that 
all your troubles will work together for good, and 
that the deeper they are, the greater will be the 
preparation for a glorious reward in the-^houfe of ' 
the one Father, with whom a book of rcmciubraiicc . 
is written. 
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4th month 1780 — I want to hear how yOu feci 
your/elves at y6ur new habitation^ and whether it 

proves a Gofhen to ^ whofe mind has often 

fck to me to be fecretly clad with fackcloth, even 
when perhaps obeying the command, « to wafh and 
to anoint, rather than appear to men as if failing :'' 
and as this is a iituation neceflary for us, its continu* 
ance adminifters no caufe of difcontent, if we have 
but an evidence that we have not ftepped out of 
the holy inclofure; finding the fence of divine 
appointment to be about us, no matter what we fuf* 
fer. It b not for our rejoicings, and what feels 
comfortable to ourfelves, that we can expeft a re<* 
ward ; but rather for our trials and probations, if we 
endure them with patience ; and even for thefe we 
have no reafon to expeA a full reward ; for if that 
were the cafe, where would be the rcfervc for the 
fruition of joy in the life to come ? Neverthelefs, we 
do fometiraes get favoured, in our wilderhefs journey, 
with a little bread handed in fecret, and with an 
opening of the brook by the way; and the re* 
membrance of our partaking of this together, re* 
frefhes and (trengthens in fome gloomy feafons. I 
have o£ken reafon to number your friendly regard to 
me amongft the bleffings of my life, and { fometimes 
think, in the feeling of a nearnefs I cannot defcribe^ 
that my affe£bion to you U not lefs than filial. May 
I be preferved worthy thi» fellowihip, and, by an 
iacreafe of purity, find an increafe of that itnion of 
fpirit which lives beyond the grave 1 I think nothing 
has more conduced to my confidence in, and fellow* 
feeling vnth you, than the belief that your nepioof and 
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{dam dealing would be as readily adminiftered to xne, 
as ycmr ^icouragement $ and I befeech you, never 
lofe fight of this opennefs, for I am furely one of 
the weakeft and moft frail of the whole flock and fa- 
mily, if I am worthy to be included in the number : 
and yet, if I know my own heart, it is not myfelf, 
but the caufe which I have in view; and I wifli for 
ftill morp of that difpoiition which can enable us to 
fay, << let the righteous fmite me, and it ihall be 
a kindnefs ; let him reprove me, and it fhdl be an 
excellent oil." , 

5th month 1780. — How truly valuable is this pre- 
cious unity which, like the oil that was poured upon 
the head of Aaron, remains to anoint the very ikirts 
of the garments of tbofe who have obtained the 
mark of difciplefhip, to love one another ! In the re* 
newal of it, I feel greater confolatton than is ufually 
beftowed upon me from caufes of this kind, becauie 
there are few indeed with whom I find myfelf near- 
ly united, or whofe regard affords me relief in the 
time of want, although I know tbeo^ t<» be £»r fu- 
perior to myfelf ; infomuch that I condode tlie com- 
mand is certainly to me, << ialiite no one by the 
way.*' But glzi I am that there is aa exceptibh to 
tibis, and that I hope lean inth^ fight li^u^ (alute 
|Df friend by the way, and vifit him in the<wilderaels» 
Miere alt who are united to the true church muft 
chiefly dwell, and wait for its redemption : and if 
this is not found in otkr time, we have yet reafon to 
Ifeope, tliat having partaken in fome motfure of k$ 
fufferings, whether {Hincipally for o«rfelves as meoH 
bers, or for tlie whole body, this offering willbc acc0|it^ 



s^ 
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able to the Searcher of hearts ; and, then if in His 
wifdom fome of o^r days fhould prove to be few and 
full of forrow, may we not look towards the morn- 
faig of a better day, and an inheritance in that coun- 
try whofe inhabitants never fay, they are fick ! Were 
it not, now and then, for a little of this hope 
which lives within the vail, I know not how things 
would be got through 5 fo felfifh am I that I fear the 
reward is too much an objeft, and not that perfeft 
love which cafteth out fear, and is ready to obey 
and fuffer all things for the work's fake. 

9th month 1780 — I have felt a more than ufual 
impulfe to falute thee, ■ my much beloved friend, 
and, according to my little ability, to ftrengthen 
thee in repeating the efforts which I truft thou art, 
at times, concerned to ufe for thy own cverlafting 
welfare, by turning a deaf ear to the fubtle infinua- 
tions of the adverfary, who is evidently feek- 
ing thy deftrudllon. I am well convinced that 
no language I can ufe, except it be bleffed with 
the efficacy, as well as appearance, of indifputable 
truth, will ever be acceptable to thee, or prove pro- 
fitable ; and it is, I may truly fay, at this time par- 
ticularly, the fervent engagenvent of my mind, 
that thou mayft come to a fettlement in that power 
which is unchangeable, and which would, if thy 
anxieties and deftruAive heat of fpirit were more 
damped, inftruA 'thee ftill further in the myftery of 
thyfeif, and that of godlineis which is profitable for 
thee. With what manner of love hath the Father 
loved thee ? hath often in icffeft been the query and 
exclamation of mj mind, when the wonders of. thy 
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deliverance from Egyptian bondage have occurred, 
Ivith an evidence of the Hand that wrought them, 
and of that mighty power which hath caufed the 
bufh to burn tefore thee, and convinced thee that 
the ground whereon thou flood was holy. As fure 
as ever he was with Ifrael, and with Mofes their 
leader, he is with thee ; and thy truft in him, and 
feeking for a paflive ftate of mind in that wildemeft 
travel which may be affigncd, will,* I believe, effect 
thy arrival at the Land of Promife. But think not, 
my beloved friend, when there' is a want of water, 
and of that refrefhment which the unmortified will is 
eagerly thirfting after, to ufe'the means whereby the 
meeknefsof Mofes wasovercoitie, toftriketherock, and 
thereby offend that holy providential care, which will 
never have thee to fuffer for want of true knowledge, 
but will be found to provide thee with food in due 
feafon ; and tho' it may not always be pleafant, but, 
at times, may refemble Mara's waters for bitternefs, 
yet the fpiritual Canaan being in view, and not ex- 
pelled on this fide Jordan, the river of true judg- 
ment, it will animate to ftill greater degrees of vir- 
tue, fuch as patience, fortitude, and ftrength,^ ifi 
.thi« holy travail. Under a renewed belief that thou 
art in the place allotted by divine wifdom, I feel an 
carneft folicitude, that thou mayeft be ftrengthened 
to difcharge thy duty in every good word and work ; 
and that He who hath plucked thy feet out of much 
mire and clay, may not only fef thee upon the im- 
movable Rock, and eftablifh thy goings, but, hi His 
own time, put fuch a fohg of delivei*ance into thy 
mouth, as will laft to all eternity. It is, my dear 
P 
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friend, with a love which I tnift is more than natu- 
ral, that I re-falute thee, and bid thee be of good 
cheer, and labour to deteft every delufioH, for truly 
there is light enough for it. 

loth month 1780— Animated with the effuiions 
of much love and near fellowfhip, I have many times 
fecretly faluted you fince my abrupt departure from 

; where I was thankful to feel, after a long faft 

from fenfible enjoyments, either religious or focial, 
that there is yet an union to be attained with the 
fpirit of pure love, and that we can in a ftate of 
mutability, in proportion to our faithfulnefs, partake 
together of its binding influence. A revival of this 
fenfe, I was and am, I hope grateful for, and glad 
to find a fimilar fentiment in my companion. I 
neither received, nor expcfted any great peace and 
reward for the offering of paying you a vifit, which 
was not completely of the free-will fort ; but thus 
much I • may fay, that a degree of comfortable fc- 
renity attended my returning mind. My throw- 
ing myfelf in the way of meetings, in which my at- 
tendance has not appeared to be in the movings of 
light, is not, in my idea, without danger : for if we 
depend, tho* in ever fo fmall a matter upon a put- 
ting forth which has not a little clearnefs for its evi- 
dence, we may likewife conclude it to be equally 
fafe, to offer our fcrvice from as doubtful an im- 
pulfe ; and thus, I am apprehenfive, a clouded ftate 
may enfue. And having been accuftomed to adopt 
things through perhaps a willingnefs to do good, 
which have not borne the royal impreflion, our dif- 
tinguilhiDg feelings may gradually become fo weak- 
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cncd, that the pure uimiixcd word may get fulHed; 
and the powerful demonftration thereof decreafe; 
This is a fentiment which I offer by wiiy of lapo- 
logy for myfelf ; and yet I would not have my 
friends to conclude, that I believe great openings 
are to be looked for, in every little fervice. If 
the tpken of rain be ever fo fmall, yet if it be fb 
fure as to bear the comparifon of the cloud of the 
fize of a man's hand, I am of opinion, ( though 
not always willing to accept it) that it is as much 
to be depended upon, as if the clouds were open- 
ed, and we felt the fhowers from thence. It i$ 
certainty, though ever fo little in appearance, that 
I wifli to follow. 

I ft month 1781 — ^The trials which I believe a?re 
in infinite wifdom allotted to the rightly concerned, 
are many ; of which, I truft, we have been favour* 
cd to fhare 5 yet we have no need to make dur 
way harder, by adding fo continually our own judg- 
ments, and difcouragements upon them; making 
comparifons which we have no right to do, and 
weighing things which can only be tried in th£ 
balance of the fan^uary : for we know fo little 
of things above us, that we are very incompetent 
judges who ftand moft in divine approbation. I can- 
not but much wifh that would grow wifer re- 

fpefting thefe things, and endeavour to fhut out dif- 
couragements which do not come in the line tf wif- 
dom J and then, I am fatisfied, fhe would find her 
way to be as eafy as fhe thinks mine is, and would 
be convinced that her labours have been more ac- 
P2 
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Gcptable to him who put her forth^ than (he will 
often allow. 

I ft month 1 78 1— Does not Solomon fay^ that a 
few words fitly fpoken are like apples of gold in 
pi&ires of filver ? I think he does ; but whether or 
not) it is fo in the fcripture of my heart, and your 
Unes prove the juftnefs of it. Feeling has no fellow, 
and if the addrefs be but feh by the receiver in 
the covenant of true love, it is fomething like fuch 
a miniftry as I covet, where words are loft in power. 
Deceitful as I know my own heart to be, I will not' 
allow that my remembrance of you artfes wholly 
from ^ an imbibed favourable imprefHon in times 
paft," and that a perfonal abfence revives it. Z 
ihould conclude that to be a formal attachment 
which hath nothing but age for its origin, and is not 
iupportcd with repesrted renewals of life. Is this- 
the inward tie that no change can break ? the love 
that many waters cannot quench, or the floods of 
affli&ion deftroy ? Surely it is not of that nature 
which can endure the fire, and be refined by it ; it is* 
more like the bafe metal which would rife as the 
fcum and be loft, than thefolid gold that appears af- 
terwards, and is able to endure even the feventh pu-» 
rification. 

3d month 1 78 1 — I think I have entered into my- 
domeftic ffetion, with a degree of awfulnefs and fear 
and not without an humble fenfe of the unmerited* 
favours I received from divine condefcenfion, and 
from my friends during the ceffatioh of it. And 
BOtwithftanding many deep trials attend our leaving 
home, when uider an appreheniion of duty, and 



.LETTERS. 317 

many painful jealouiies neceffarily arife, left the moft 
important of caufes ihould fuffer, yet when we are 
in a fettled fatisfa(Stion, or under the cares of a fami- 
ly, by not being fo frequently put upon a fenfe of 
jQur danger, and of our own unfitnels to do good 
of ourfelves, our minds are apt to lofe their cen- 
tre, by getting off the watch, and fo become dif- 
iipated atid carried away with trifling thing$ ; at 
leaft with things fhort of that certain treafure 
which is fecured out of the reach of either moth 
or ruft; and then they become to us (however 
•plaufible to that wifdom which cannot comprehend 
the myftery of godliiiefs) unfubftantial trifles. Thus 
wc fee the neceiiity of having a foundation of our 
-own i and t<re need not that another fliould build 
upon us, but by that fame power which dire^ed the 
•£rft ftone, iimilar to what was and is laid in Zion, 
tried, elcft- and precious, whereby we may be built 
up in the moft holy faith. I often find it my. 
duty, ftri^y. ta £:rutinize_ ijitq the, ^ss^^^^^wg caufe 
of my fteppings fn various refpefts ; and notwith- 
'ftanding the greateft abafednefs is my due, on view- 
ing my own innumerable frailties, and inability of- 
ten to turn my mind availingly to the invincible 
fortrefs, even in times of deep probation ; yet if 
there was not a fecret teftimony in my heart, that 
it is much my lot to know ah abftradtion from hv— 
man dependancies, my feelings would be infup- 
portable, becaufe I could not look for that peace 
which is preferved from human mixtures and inter- 
•ruptions. 

Pa 
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4th month 1781 — Weary indeed I have felt my- 
felf of this changeable world for a few days paft : 
perhaps it proceeds from too great an indulgence to 
that eye, which is viewing the difcouragements of 
the prefent day, and which has caufe to run down 
¥rith water, for the flain of the daughter of Zion. 
How are the Aarons removed, and removing, and 
fuch as might (bem likely to receive the garments^ 
have the work cot fliort in rightcoufncfs I how do the 
ftandard-bearers faint, and how doth the enemy 
prevail in his transformations^ in deceiving and 
drawing down even of the priefthood I In contem- 
plating thefe things, I think I may fay, that I never 
felt my mind fimalarly clad with a ftatc of fecret 
mourning and fa<^kcloth, as fince you left us j info- 
much that I am ready to enquire, who fhall ftand ? 
or frdtti whence can the watchers come, that will 
faithfully* dircHarge -their truft upon our walls in a 
Jure day ? I am daily convinced of the great need 
there » for me frequently to J>c taken throughout in 
pieces, that no comelinefs may remain to felf, nor 
manna be preferved from one day to another \ 
that my own ftate, and the wildemefs ftate of the 
church, may be (though not fully yet) clearly 
fcen. 

6th month 1781 — I have, after contending my 
ground by inches, ventured to fet off towards a 
place which I have often looked at with a kind of 
dread and difmay; froAi an apprehenfion that rt 
ftrOngly refembles that great city Babylon, in which 
it is hard to be preferved from tafting of the eup^ 
either in a greater or lefs degree 5 and where, if 



. L E T T E R S. 319 

there even be prefervation from this, deep fuffering 
muft be the confequence ; a ftate not likely forilefh 
and blood readily to enter into. I can truly fay it is 
in great fear and abafement of mind, that I advance 
towards it ; earneftly defiring to be kept to that 
power which difcovereth the hidden things of dark- 
ncfs, and fhews us the different fources of felf-love. 
nth month 1781 — ^We arc fometimes at a lofs to 
account for our own aftions, becaufe they proceed 
from caufes unfearchable to us, and which we are 
led infeftfibly to comply with for our own good, that 
that part in us which is appointed for death, and 
which, by means of the flaming fword, is totally fe- 
parated from the tree of life, may receive no food 
nor vigour to fupport it. Since I faw thee, many 
and complicated have been the concerns and feelings 
of my mind 5 new caufes and new anxieties have oc- 

CllffCd, from which I have feciLgrcatiiecd^ e p r oem fr 

a fecret dwelling in a quiet habitation, and to crave 
daily aiEftance to abide therein, that my own root 
might not be more impoverifhed ^ but that hj an 
inward attention to the voice of the true Shepherd, 
a more intimate acquaintance with him might be 
cultivated, and a greater fubjedlion of fpirit expe- 
rienced; whereby I fhould be more clothed with 
that true humility and pure fimplicity which are 
cffential to the caufe of righteoufnefs, and neceffa- 
ry for the prefervation of our minds in a ftate of 
acceptance with Him, who fees not as man fees, 
but who knows what His wifdom has prohibited t« 
us, and marks our obedience. 

P4 
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How affeAing was the removal of our beloTcd 
■ ! Silent aftoniflimenty and fecret mourning, 

for an individual and general lofs, was all the lan- 
guage I could ufe. My heart was indeed affedled^ 
and is not lefs fo in the freih feeling of a dif- 
folved affectionate tic, and of the uncertainty of all 
our comforts and attachments, notwithftanding they 
may in profpe£t appear durable ; byt as we do be- 
lieve there is an union which exifts beyond the grave, 
a feUowfhip unconfined to thefe mortal bodies, how 
ftrong an incentive is it to purchafe this perma- 
nent inheritance, though at the ezpenfe of ouf 
own fervour, and that friendihip which is conceiv- 
.ed in the falfe refinements of the human imaginai* 
tlon J and which being tinctured with the gilded 
impurities and dregs of nature, becomes of thalb 
kind which is at enmity with God, becaufe not 
iibicil.'io tl^c power of His crofs. Tcb6 ufippea 
of ourfelves, to be fimple, to be Tools in our own 
eyes, and in the eyes of others, are experiences not 
pointed to by our own difpofitions, but are in* 
dirputably the way to that kingdom . which fleih 
and blood cannot inherit. By yielding to this wayj^ 
kow humbly may we commemorate that power which 
gives acco^ing to our advancement, the vi&ory 
over a hoft of oppofitlpn, and dims that eye in us in 
which .our enemies are niagnified i giving a holy 
confidence that binds up the mind| humbly exalts it 
above thefe momentary things, and, by meafureably 
.uniting us to itfelf, enables to difcern the origin of 
our feelings, and what proceeds from themj by 
tracing them to their fpring, and proving them ia 
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tKe light. Our experience is fmall, but, I truft we 
mutually long for that which is good ; may we 
each be, more and more, drawn from every mix* 
ture of felf, and become as a weaned child ! 

12th montTi 1781— ^If I had known your plan of 
proceedings^ it is likely I fhould have met thee 
with a few lines fomewhere 5 but a morfel of friend- 
ly converfe, or a token of true regard, may, per* 
baps, be- as acceptable now thou art returned to a 
more homely fare, and feeling a little more defcent ^ 
to fome inferior fervice in the houie, than was then 
allotted.. Notwithftanding thofe that vifit the true 
ieed in this declining day, feldom find themfdves, , 
either fccretly or publicly, mounted on the king's 
horfe, but rather have to experience a baptifm into 
its fufferings, and a fellowfhip ther/swith 5 . yet even 
in this ftate, if our minds are kept low enough, and 
in a fituation ready to receive and dwell under tlie 
divine allotment, there is a flrength attends it, of 
which the moft favoured fervants, we have cauft ta 
believe, are often ftripped on their return. No wour 
der then, if we, who are infants in this fervice,. ihould 
be fuffered to feel ourfelves, as the dry bones^in the 
open valley. Under this ftate of humiliation before 
Him who knows all things, and who yrifely ftrips us 
.of our judgment, in order to refine it; how beau- 
tifiil that reply to the query, ^« <:an thefe bones 
Jive ?" thou knoweft oh Lord: in this humble fitua- 
tion,. how ready are we to receive the refurre<Slion 
of life, or to wait for it the appointed time, till all 
unprofitable moifture is exhaufted^ and the feafons 
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fauce paAed over us ! A moft affefting circum- 

fiance it is, that a man, and indeed a family, land- 
ing In apparent approbation as did, fhould 

bring fuch difhonour to the caufe, and themfelves 
be plunged in fuch deep diftrefs ! It is, however, 
a proof how we ought, in whatever we do, to 
fix our eye upon the right objeft, and to prefer 
a confiftency with the truth, to our appearance in 
the eyes of men ; for certainly if this had been - 
more the engagement of many minds, there would 
have brfen prefervation experienced from many of 
thefe painful and difhonourable circumftanccs. 

I ft month 1782 — My remembrance bf thee 
wa$ tenderly affectionate, and a folicitude accompa- 
nied it, that we may live fo near the pure life of 
truth, having our minds frequently ftripped of 
whatfoever is tin^red with the gilded impurities 
of nature, as to feel an increafe of unity therein^ 
When I am led to confider my own aptnefs to 
get from under the power of the crofs, a fear is rea- 
dy to enter, that the garments, the coverings of 
my mind, which may, in fome fmall degree, have 
been wafhed, trill again gather their fpots, and I 
become more and more reconciled to them ; fo that 
the confequence may be an inability to diflinguifh 
betwixt the clean and the unclean. In this necefTa- 
ry perfpeftive of myfelf, the means of prefervation 
have, in infinite condefcenfion, been difcovercd ; 
and a willingnefs frequently to defcend to the 
waffling pool, has proved the requeft of my heart, 
that He in whofe hand I wifli to feel myfelf, may 
not only be the reprover, but the remover of every 
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oppofa: of His work. Difcouragements arife from 
without, for on every hand there is caufe of mourn- 
ing, and the few ftakes «hat can be perceived a- 
mongft us are ready to fail with weaknefs j where- 
fore we fee the greater need, with all the vigilance 
we pofTcfs, to repair to that foundation which ftands 
/ure; and truly thofe who are ei^ablifhed thereon 
have engraven upon them that indifputable feal, and 
moft defirable evidence, of divine acknowledgment. 
Our pilgrimage here feems, and will prove, of fo ' 
fhort duration, that the fufferings which attend it 
for our refinement, are bleffings demanding our 
humble acknowledgment. I have often reflefted 
upon your fituatioo with a fympathy which I truft is 
meafurably of the right kind j and have felt the 
arduoufnefs of your piath, the ftability that is re- 
quired for it, and patient refignation of the caufe to 
Him whofe own works alone, or thofe of His own 
pure fpirit can praife Him, and effeft true and 
profitable deliverance to his dependant children. 
** What can the wrath and envy of man (if we are 
tried with it) do unto thofe that are hid in the fccrct 
places of the Almighty, and gathered under the 
healing wings of the Prince of Peace ? fince by his 
armour of light they fhall be able to ftand in the 
-day of trial." 

1 2th month 1782 — I place little depcndance on 
dreams; they are often a mafs of confufion ; but 
we arc bound to acknowledge that they fometimes 
contain clear intelligent information or caution. I 
believe however, it is always fafe to attend to the 
hint, <« let hioi that hath a dream tell, [it as] a 
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dream/* but thp pure "word fhould be fpoken 
more freely, for what is the chaflf to the wheat ? 
Thine was cxpreflive of a union with thy friend 
which is comfortable to her, and from which it is the 
fervent defire of my mind we may receive ftrength 
and inftruftion in the future movements of our 
lives ; wherein perhaps, if we are favoured to be of 
any fervice at all, it may go hand in hand; but 
what are all the emblems of this fellowfhip to the 
thing itfelf ? what are the branches without the Root 
that bears them ? I ojften wifh the great obj^dls in 
my eye may be folid and permanent ; that vifionary 
and deluiive gratifications may be proved, by being 
brought in their infancy to the balance of the 
fanftuary ; and that nothing may refift the fire in 
doing its office upon that which is light, ^nd which 
has not been formed and tried in the hand of the 
Fotter and Purifier of his people ; but watchfulness 
is our beft retreat, and I find that without it, in 
this land as well Us in our own, there is continual 
danger of being warped afide, and lofing our at- 
tention to the fecret reproofs and dictates of wift 
dom. 

3d month 17S2 — I felt a fatisfaflion in hearing 
from thee, and finding that the exercifes which had 
^attended, were pFodu^ive of that peace which ne- 
ver fucceeds our moving out of the •'line of pure 
wifdom, and is therefore an evidence of the 
Matter's approbation ; and what more do we wifh 
for ? for if that is experienced when we have 
brpken the morfcl of bread given to our chargCi 
it is enough for us, and the blefiing mufl; be left to 
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that bountiful hand, which owns only its own 
works. Though poverty was the covering of my 
piind on my return home, yet I felt no uneafinefs 
from an apprehenfion of having left thee too foon, 
but rather a belief that it was right for thee to 
^eel that thou waft ftronger than thou apprehended : 
.and I now hope, that as thou haft afrefh found 
ithe divine ability allotted thee, to be fufficient for 
the work of the day, that thou wilt be more devoted 
to move al(Hie in future, and become lefs * de- 
pendant upon reeds fhaken with the wind. It 
is an excellent thing fimply to mind our own bufi- 
nefs, to attend to the path cut out for lis^ indi- 
.vidually, and let it be what it may, to be content 
therewith j becaufe it is only by the members of 
the body thus keeping their places, that they can 
be made truly ufeful to one another, and profperous 
in th€ caufe wherein they arc engaged. 

3d month 1782 — I can feelingly iympathize- with 
my dear friend in her prefent fituation of rnind^ 
and under Tome diiScuhies, which may be encreaf- 
cd by the want of feeling, baptized elders, fuch as 
live near the fpring of life themfelvcs, and whole 
idcep can call unto the deep in thofe whofe line of 
fcrvice varies from their owir* Where there are 
fuch as thefe,^ they are felt to be Aakes in the di- 
vine enciofure about thofe I call the moft tried of 
the flock, the poor me£engers that blow the trum- 
pet on the holy hill, and have to defcend from 
•thence into the deeps, and awfully to dwell there, 
humbled under a fenfe of themlelves and mfhat they 
.are: and though in this day of weaknefs, each 
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member does not keep in its own funflion, but 
numbnefs and infenfibility have feized many, let us 
truft that our holy Head will not fuffer us alfo to 
become caftaways, if we attend to his direftion* 

A fecret dwelling as in deep waters we know 

to be fafe ; and, my beloved friend, may we keep 
there, grow more and more united to the truth it- 
felf, and fupport one another . in the fellowfhip 
thereof! 

pth month 17 827- When an unavailing anxiety 
has pofieflTed my mind, about the fituation of things 
amongft us, and the wildemefs ftate of the church ; 
I have been led to conclude that it is not confident 
with the divine will, that we fhould be ever impa- 
tiently enquiring, «* what wilt thou do for thy great 
name ?'* but that we fhould rather centre deep in 
our own minds, and refignedly and faithfully co- 
operate with his work in the earth 5 feeling our 
minds fo reduced as only to pray for that which is 

^ the mind of the fpirit, even if it required the petiti- 
on, « feed thy people with thy rod !" In our late 
;vifit, we deeply felt, at times, our weaknefs, and 

. when moft baptized thereinto, with our eye iingle 
to divine help, we had humbly to obferve, that 
then His ftrength was manifefl in our weaknefs ; and 
that it was only as we defcended to the fpiritual 
brook, and there received with fimplicity the hea- 
7 venly armour, that the battle was blefTed, our heads 
covered therein, and ability found to difcover the 
little ones on whom the purifying hand is turn- 
ed. I believe I may fay we returned under the 
humbling impreffion of being unprofitable fervants, 
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begging to be enabled to continue fuppliants at the 
gate of wifdom, and to attend in future to the fmall- 
cft of its pointings. I need not tell thee how agree- 
able it was to meet my hufband at my return home. 
On our reparation, the paffage feelingly occurred to, 
and refreshed my mind ; " Lord I have left all to 
follow thee." To be employed in the caufe of truth, 
and to have the fpirit thereof for my companion, 
appeared, when nature was fubofdinate, far to fur- 
pafs every felfifh enjoyment in this life, notwith- 
ftanding I might prove a veffel of leaft honour in the 
family: and on our meeting again, I found there was 
need of a renewed engraving of thefe impreflions, in 
order to preferve a preference to the truth, and to 
keep in our remembrance that we have no continu- 
ing city here. 

loth month 1782 — It is an unfpeakable* favour, 
through all, to believe that, if we dwell in the pure 
life and onenefs of the truth, many waters without,. 
or floods of temptation within, will never be able to 
quench our love, though for a time, when they rife 
high, they may veil if. The prayer of my fpirit is, 
that my dwelling may be in this hidden life, that I 
may prefer its fubftantial operations to either fpiritu- 
al or temporal enjoyments, and that by it my body 
and mind may be preferved from running to and fro 
in the earth, with any blaft from the wildernefs. 
But oh the need of <« {landing ftill in the watch," 
the infirmities of our nature are fo many and great ! 
Remember me and crave my prefcrvation, that my 
life .at leaft may be given me for .a preys and may 
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you and I ferewel, and increafe in that life and 
love which change not, nor end. 

. 1782 — I received thy afie£tionate letter in 

due courfe : it was truly acceptable ; and though 
thou waft far from being forgotten by me, it tended 
jto revive that near fympathy with thy fecret fpiri- 
tual travail> which particularly accompanied my 
mind when near thee in perfon, and which I truft 
procef ded from the cementing influence of divine 
love, and gofpel fellowfhip. 

We meet with but few in this pilgrimage and 
ftat^ of probation, who are dipped in fympathy with 
lis, and know what it is to be deftitute of all comeli- 
Iiefs. There are many who, were we clad in royal appa- 
rel, and had the ELing's iignet always unveiled upon us^ 
would no doubt acknowledge us in the gate ; and, in 
the vidtory of the heavenly caufe, cry, Hofanna ! 
with us in triumph. But what was the path of the 
Mafter i Was it not the path for his fervants, that 
they might be encouraged, and have a ftedfaft ex<- 
ample therein ? He trod it before them, and endurr 
ed the feveral gradations and difpenfations of th^ 
fpiritual warfare ; he fafted in the wildernefs, till he 
was an hungred. Let us not then think it ftrange 
that the fervant 1$ not greater than his Mafter. Our 
fafety depends upon our watchful attention, that 
when we are tempted we yield not; but oh! how 
near does the impatience of our difpofitions border 
upon that language, ** command thefe ftones that 
they be made bread j" forgetting that it is not by 
bread alone that our hidden life is prefervedj but by 
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of 
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God, and by every turning of his divine hand upon 
us i whereby, in his wifdom, we grow from ftaturc 
to ftature, which by taking thought for ourfelves wc 
cannot do. If we are found worthy to ftand as pil- 
lars in the Lord's houfe, in this day when there arc 
xnany heavy burdens to bear, wc muft be firft upon 
;i' fure foundation, our difpoiitions, like thofc of the 
difciplcs that difcovcrcd the love of their Maftcr's 
jglory on the mount, muft be fubfervient to di- 
vine control 'f and we muft not only learn to de- 
fccnd from the vifion of light, *bu( to ke^p the 
char|;e, and tell it to no man until the life of pow- 
er ariic. How hewing and forming are thcfc things ! 
and what inftru£);ive traces do they leave of the Maf- 
ter's wqrki, becaufe they reduce felf, and convince 
that no confidence muft be placed therein I May 
it be our cxpcriei;cs. dear firJend, in Jhe few fuc- 
tCSiing ueps of our lives, patiently to (v^^uc. and 
fervently to wreftle for . the bleiSng of preferva^ 
.tion, 

ift month 1783 — ^hat haft, felt very deimyblc to 
me ia, that in thefe outward reparations,, we may cn^ 
creafe in that .which U good, and that whatever, bcp- 
fals us may tend to fettle us the more m the ground- 
work of true religion, that therein we may ftand^ 
,and therein grow \ then will the flu£hiations of thia 
uncertain ftate become fan£):ified to us, and being 
inftru6tcd in the fchool of Chrift, our fpirits and 
condu^l will become more conformable to the purity 
of the Pattern, My fear of myfelf daily encreafes, 
and I am alfo apt to think that by looking too muck 
at any evil, we may infcnfibly be almoft drawn inta 
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it. It is nevcrthelefs good to furvey our ftandings, 
to prove our own infirmities, and repair to the place 
of help* The multiplied diflrefles, both fpiritual and 
temporal, that have been permitted to befal us in this 
lanil, or fince I left my own, have often occaiioned 
a fccrct cry for the continuance of divine preferva- 
tion ; and a little ray of hope that the Lord hath not 
forfaken US| is all the fuccour that my poor tofied 
mind has often felt. There is great need in time of 
outward perplexity, impartially to examine the caufe^ 
to fearch what there is in us that requires thefe 
things I by £} doing we may often fee couched un- 
der them the wifdom of a divine Hand, and that to 
remove the caufe in ourfelves, is to go to the root of 
the matter. 

I ft month 1783 — I feel now, as at many other 
times, my mind dr:^wn into near .affection, and, I 
tnilt i may fay, that true fellowfliip with thee, 
which fprings when I am capable of experiencing 
any better enjoyment than what is natural ; but as . 
that only arifes from the renewings of life, I am of- 
ten aft-aid to fpeak of it, left it ihould fall fhort of 
ks charaAer in the time of trial: however, I may 
fay I feel that love which many waters and feafons 
of deep and fecret diftrefs, have not quenched nor 
diminiftied. A degree of this mark of difciplefhip 
reviving in my mind, has fometimes been as a tem- 
porary cordial, tending to difpel the gloom of many 
difcouragements, and opening the view to a little 
pure ferene fatisfaftion. My dear friend, many arc 
the trials of the enemy of our peace to overfet us, 
many have been the aflaults which I have met with 
fince I faw thee, far exceeding what I ever knew be- 
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fore. If divine help will condefcend to be near, and 
preferve me from finking in the pit of difcourage- 
ment, juft keep my fpirit alive to confide in his 
name, and dwell under his power, my heart, I . 
truft, will bow in humble gratitude before him, and 
acknowledge his might. Our eye is now much fix- 
ed upon Yorkihirc 5 oh ! that we may there expe- 
rience the evidence of divine acceptance, and that, 
in our movements, or not moving at all, the blef- 
fing of prefervation may attend us. Outward en* 
joyments, domeftic tranquillity, and the affe£tionatc 
regard of our friends, are all in themfelves defir- 
able objefts, .but without this blefiing, what are 
they ? infipid, or fruitlefs delights. 

ift month 1783 — As, (in infinite wifdom no 
doubt) our minds are at times drawn into folitude^ 
fo as to rcfeiiibic thePelican in the wildern^,"hav-" 
ing no accefs to the habitable parts ofthe earth, nor 
fubjeft to human obfervation, fo it appears confiftent 
with godly jealoufy that human confolation ihould 
be forbidden, and that, having our dependance only 
on a gracious and merciful Father, who deals with 
us as children who require his chaftlfing hand, his 
rod and his ftaff, we may procure to oiirfelves a fafe 
fbundatioQ, with a quiet habitation thereon, out of 
the reach of human interruptions. Surely there are 
none fo tried as the poor weak inftfliments, that arc 
ufed for the divine will to be communicated through. 
Thefe require not only the forming of the Potter t 
hand, but higher degrees of drying, and greater 
heat in the furnace to prepare them^ than almoft 
any other veffel •, nay (if I may be allowed the com- 
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parifon) they are like difhes that have to pafs thr</ 
the oven for every fcrvice, and which, after they 
are emptied, and the company has enjoyed them, 
need more waihing and care than any other utenfil 
at the table ; and great danger there is that, l^y in-*> 
difcretion of fome fort or other, they will get crack* 
td or broken. I. look with dread, I am bowed 
down and difmayedi at the fight of the pifecari<ni$ 
ftanding of fuch, Imt efpecially of my own : the 
confide ration of human weakneis, and << how frail 
I am," is almoft my meat^and drink» ^ow excel- 
lent is the privilege of having a monitor at home» 
^ impartial Friend in our boibm^ who, if we 
enough attend to Him, is able to make us as wiff 
even as our teachers I the, reproofs and wounds of 
this Friend are l^ter than ti^e Idfles of an enemy. 

ift taMth 1783— I have nc^ «nilnu€d ^bout 
two weeks longef b ihis place, and have received 
very afie^ionate kindnefs, and great hofpitality from 
my friends. Were there not fomething in our 
minds that b panting after fuperior, more exten- 
sive, and fecret enjoyments^. I have thought myfelf 
placed amongft the cordials of life: but withgut 
the feafoning virtue of truth, ^nd an evidence 
(though ever fo fmall) of divine approbation mark- 
ing, or refting upon, our dwelling place, they are 
taftelefs and imipid enjoyments.' Perhaps I have 
-deprived myfelf of that which is good, and am now 
too ready to let others fhare the fame ; a difpoil- 
tion which I wifli not to cultivate, it being highly 
inconfiftcnt with the benevolence of the gofpel, 
which breathes no language inferior to that of, 
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** Glory to God li the highcft, peace on earth 
and good will towards men." But how to diftin- 
guifh, at times, the grand caufe amongfl a multi* 
plicity of caufes, requires wifdom, unde£led wif- 
doni, that the immortal birth may be furrendered 
to the breail and care of its true mother, and that 
nothing hurt it, or diminifh its ftrength ; but that, 
under all turnings and overturnings, divifions and 
fubdivilions, it may gradually and fteadily grow in 
ftature, in wifdom and pure underftanding, and 
take to itfelf an cverlafting dominion in us. It is 
the *< deep that calleth unto deep." I thought I 
felt, on reading thy laft, fomething of the mind of 
truth in reviving a little my drooping fpirits ; a de- 
gree of thankfulnefs covered my mind, and I was 
encouraged to wait the pafling away of this gloomy 
night, in comfortable hope of the dawning of ^ 
better day, wherein the former and the latter rain 
may defcend, to add fap to the root, and to refreih 
the branches. What is it in us that flinches fo 
much at fuffering ? It muft be that flefh and blood 
which can never inherit the kingdom. I have be- 
ftowed foipe pains to filence it with reafoning, and 
arguing the nature of things ; but alas ! I have for- 
rowfully found it fed thereby, and perceived that 
k is only in humbly abiding under the divine ope^ 
rations, that fubjedlion is wrought, and the moft 
fo, when the caufe was not fully difcbvcred 5 fot 
then the lowly petition afcends, which at this time 
covers my fpirit. Grant me a grain *of the preciousi^ 
^ft 6{ fadth, that I may live and walk thereby* 



334 EXTRACTS from 

I A month 1783 — O this root of felf, when will 
it be fubjeAed ! It perhaps appears more to oppofe 
thy fervicc, but I believe it more fecretly prevails 
in me, and is not under that control and fubordina- 
tion which thou haft it in mDre minute things. But 
let us not weigh ourfelves by one another; let us 
rather bring our fpirits to the balance of the fanc- 
tuary, and if there we want chipping and hewing, 
not think hard of the inftruments that are to do 
it ; but paffively and patiently endure all things, in 
hope to enjoy that little which is our own in the 
end, having it pure and feparated from the vile. 
My mind has been drawn into great nearnefs to 
you many times fince we parted. I have feelingly 
remembered the feafons when, though befet with 
many fecret probations, we might fay, We took 
fweet counfel, and our fpirits were baptized toge- 
ther, and prepared thereby to go up as to the 
mountain of the Lord, and to the houfe of the 
God of Jacob, where He has gracioufly condefcend- 
ed to teach us more and more of his ways, and be- 
gotten frefh refolutions in us to walk in His paths. 
Let us not faint, my beloved friends, but wreftle 
with Him for the renewal of this bleffingj that 
though it may be our lot often to be feparated, 
our fpirits may unite together in* holy fellowfhip, 
and that pure love which many waters cannot 
quench, nor all the changes of this uncertain ftatc 
of being ever diminifli. 

. 6th month 1783 — My mind is much with you, 
and I truft it is in that fellowfliip which can unite 
with the abfent though in fuffcring, and breathe for 
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the profperity of the precious truth. -I beg to be 
more and more bound to that, let its appearance 
amongft men be ever fo mean and contemptible ; for 
it is here that we are not afraid of human wifdom 
and difpkafure. But is there not, fometimes, too 
much fear of this fort, when under that power, 
and the burthen of that word which, if it met with 
no obftru^ion in the inftrument, would oftener 
break the rocks, and be a confuming fire amongft 
the cedars of Lebanon ? May this your feafon of 
fuffering be blefled to you and the church ! and oh ! 
may your hands be ftrong in the faith, and hold 
out to the end in patience, that with the church 
coming out of the wildernefs, you may repofe on 
the breaft of the Beloved of fouls, and your caufc 
centre with Him. 

7th month 1783 — My beft wifhes accompany thee, 
in, this ftepping out into the awful fervice of viilt- 
ing the few fcattered profefTors under our name, 
and perhaps of unfolding in the frefh openings of 
life, further manifeftations of gofpel light to fuch 
as arc not yet of our fold, particularly in Scotland. 
iTemcmber that before we entered the borders of 
that land, and indeed whenever I viewed it in pro- 
fpeft, it was clearly imprefled upon my mind, that 
theren^ras no track for us to go in, nor any footfteps 
to be depended upon in that journey j but that our 
attention would be continually required to the frefh 
pointings and qualifications for fervice : and on our 
leaving Scotland, we had greatly to lament a devia- 
tion from this pure indwelling of fpirit, and unfaith- 
ftxlaefs to fome manijfeftations of duty. When the 
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mind, after "being engaged irt fcrvice, has *^<yt'^ a lit-* 
tie Ifbcrfyj and feds itfelf as a bow unftrung,. ir^ljf 
to6 apt to rejofce, and evade the next bendkig for 
fervice ; • whereby half our commiffion may be nc- 
gle^^dj when we «re peculiarly called to watch, to 
try and^o feel every ftep that we take* ' Here fim- ' 
plicity and kumilfty are our companions, and if a 
pUM hoiy zfial co!ve>s us, in a ftate of true dcpRcn- 
dance, the wifdom 4/f the treature' Ifas fio fKart ; but 
I the life rifiiig iittOr dominion, and being taken for ' 
our guide in eVery ftep under the exercife of the gift^- ' 
we hatvc'jxo rieedi to be anxious for doctrinal argu- 
meaUs to prove «hat wc aiTert to the people ;v bel)>.i^ 
cau&.tkss life anfwering th^Jife in thofii that hear^-4 
ca^ exj^touDyd fand unfold fuch myfteries as have btsm . ' 
hi4'frolaragp6*^ aiid it is only by our fingle attentkut 
tO!jkhe«puri^fofthe gift, and;the milk lof the word, . 
that rwetican *btf ^prcfcrved in that fittTpiicfey wjiieh 
coDfeMidft^the wifdom of thd wife, brings to nou^^ 
the utid^afftxnding pf the prudent, iiid exalts the * 
feed of tha kingdom. Thm I ap^ekend the mi- f 
niftets t>f ithe gofpeLarc kdj notrqrfysto teach all 
nations .wiutller they are fent, but to. baptize them 
into^ the pbwcx: rf the gofpel,^ however few the num- •., 
ber ^ their JTordb may be. : I feel a ftrong dtCxtt 
for your faithiukieft in this journey/ and that as you 
pafs. through little villages and towns, it may not hef 
without feeling for fervice, for in this refpe£t we . 
were deficient. Look not too tnuch at your own 
weaknefs,:,but,confider Uhe ftrength of that almighty 
Arm which works maifvclloufly for thofe that reljr 
upon it, and gives them feith for their viftory. I 
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know there is fomething in us, when we occafion 
many people, to be called together, that fears for 
ourfelvcs, and for the truths it is well, in thefe 
times of trial, to conlider our own inaUlity, and in 
whom help and power dwells ; for then a calm ibme- 
times allays thefe anxieties, and fpreads upon our 
minds the beauty and convincing influence of a live- 
ly, awful, filent worfhip, which ftands in need of 
no addition, but which, at times, is accompanied 
with words in the demonftration and power of the 
fame fpirit. 

7th month 1783 — I think I was fcarcely ever (cn» 
£fale of more death and darknefs than fince I came 
here : if a little life and light fhould fpring in onr 
futore fittings, it may have fome reviving eflfedSy 
for really my fpirits are in a drooping way, and my 
ftrength alfo. I expe^ed nothing but fufiering oa 
cbmmg here, and thus far it is my pcHtion \ this fa- 
tisfaftion, however, attends me, that it is but for a 
day or two, and I endeavour to lift up my head a- 
bo ve finking too much; but oh for the cau(e ! the 
teftimony of truth feems nearly laid wafte,^ and the 
pure life crucified. Here are, indeed, many Vi.* 
liants, but what can they do ? it is not the fervanta 
of themfelves, that can make the dry bones livc» 
The little ftrength I feel, feems to be in endeavour- 
ihg after a fettled retirement of mind out of meet- 
ings, and being willing to appear foolifh as I am. 

7th month 1783 — There is a beautiful order in 
the growth of the fpiritual, as well as natural man 5 
be is at firft carried and fondled, and it is then ge« 
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nerally right to give him what he cries for ; in a lit- 
tle time, he makes fome efforts to go by himfelf, 
which, fooner or later, moftly prove effeftual. Pre- 
fyming now on his own ability, he aiTume^ the air , 
and carriage of a many and in this confidence goes 
forward, till his ftumblings, his falls, and his wounds, 
have fufficiently convinced him, that he is but a 
child, and that his will is no more to be depended 
upon than his ftrength. As it was right to indulge 
the fimplicity of his firil defires, fo now, thefe be- 
coming mixed with evil inftigations, either' in the 
appearance of a friend or an enemy, it becomes ne- 
cefiary, in order to preferve this fimplicity, and the 
divine ImprefHons which may renewedly defcend up- 
on it, induftriouffly to repel and guard againfl the 
powerful influence of felf-love and felfifeeking, 
which is the b^gfnnipg of our continual warfare, I 
at times thanl;fully view fome of the exerclfes of my 
i^iind, as a probationary childhood, frequently occa-, 
iioned by indifcretion, and increafed by the growth 
cf the corrupt will with a growing knowledge in di-f 
vine things ; fo that I have .been and am frequently 
ready to conclude, I (hall one day fall by the hand 
qf this enemy : but oh ! may we fupport the warfare 
which is mercifully begun ! and by depending folely • 
on that Arm, which cut Hahab^ and wounded the 
Dragon, be no ways inftrumental ourfelves in pre- 
venting a maturity in the pure life, ^d prcjiching 
by good works. I hope my dear thou continueft, 
and will continue to feel thy habitation like the houfc 
of Obed-edom. It is indeed diftant from us ', but of 
how little confequence is that, when there is bellow- 
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Alp in the circulating life of truth, wherein we are 
aJs epiftles written in one another's hearts, which ar^ 
meditated in, at times, to the refrefhment of our 
(pitits when drooping and feeble. — ^It is a bleffing not 
tb be lightly efteemed, to be married to thofe of live- 
ly fpirits, and clean conduft j not drawing back, but 
helping forward,' that work to which there is a di- 
vine calling : and as is among thofe who are 

thus blefled, it will, I have no doubt, fweetcn ma- 
ny unpalatable cups, and render moderate Tome 
blafts from the wildernefs qf this world, and its cor« 
nipt fluftuating fpirit. 

I ft month 1784 — Oh the need there is, when we 
feel a fecret divine approbation for fome little faith- 
ful fervices, as the anfwer of well done, carefully to 
centre this treafure, and leave it in the hands of o'lr 
great benefaftor! for how unfit are our earthly 
hearts to be entrufted with riches fo weighty, arid f® 
different in their nature ! they are indeed found to 
be as bags with holes, which lofe the precious gift a-^ 
mongft the rubbifh of the houfe. Under thefe consi- 
derations, I am led at times to prefer poverty, and 
nakednefs, and want, to an appearance of wealth, and 
fpending my fpiritual fubftance in riotous living : and 
to be preferved charfe and faithful in tliis ftate, is one 
ofmy ftrongeftdefires, yet attended, in fome degree, 
with the certain knowledge of how frail I am. 

ift month 1784 — ^We have great need, in this 

day, for clean-handed, fingle-eyed inftruments, in 

the work of reformation ;« fuch as dcmonftrate, in 

the particular parts, and general tenour of their con- 

0^2 
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duft, that they truly fear God, and hate covctouf- 
nefs : for, of luch only is the piire fp/irittlal buil<Hng 
compofed ; . the church, againft which, Safti^n ahd'hU 
agents can never prevail} whereto iht natrons triay 
gather, behold its purity, and be invited to 'become 
living members thereof. But, oh how defiled favour 
camp,! how temporising arc the fpirits of thofe 1»^ho 
ought to ftand, as valiant ibldiers, againf^ ipirittial 
wickednefs in high places, and fight marifully 'urtder 
the banner of the Lamb ! The world, with ha gild* 
ed baits, has allured their attention, and attracted 
their fight, from the example of our h6ly pattern* 
it IS therefore no wonder, if the work the^'und^- 
take is fuperficially done ; and that which hi^' B^fWi 
their fnare, pafies unobfcrved for want of |>Urifileati^ 
on. From a view of thefe things, I have btfeti i^d 
to prefer, and even to requcft tribulation/ moftlfica^ 
tion, and what may be called evil thm^, in tfii^^ttfet 
to an unfubjedled mind,' being an' imfotrfid -m^ihte^ 
in the church, and feeking to be heir of two king- 
doms! Whether Tam thus prefcrved or not, I ber- 
lieve that now, as formerly, the lani^, theblii^, 
ani the dwarfs, will not be' accepted to^ miriifter* of 
the moft holy things, and carry forward ihc taufe ^f 
righteoufneJs m the earth, till their application-is 
uprightly,' and humbly rhade to Him^ who 4s thk 



healer of all difeafas, and the teftorcr of *^deiit 
paths to walk in. 

2d n^ontli 1784— Thou haft often been in iny re- 
membrance fin ce we parted, and lioth when hoping 
and doubting^ I have wifhed to addrefs thee in this 
way, believing it warrantable now, as in the capti- 



LETTERS. 341 

vityofthc J^TNTS^ for tbQfewho are uprightly, though 
feebly, copcerqed : {or the, prqljperity .pf truth, to 
fpeak piten one to another;, and the trufting that a 
boo^pf i:emeinbranc<^ is written, cafts, in fome dc- 
preffing feafox^s^. .fomething of a ray of fpiritual fun- 
fl»»eJ3ip.oh the Spirits in prifonj which, thopgh not 
a profnifc^.jQjF. freedom, yet cheers a little, and ren- 
der/^ ^tolerable our unavoidable ^tuation of mind. 
A znultipUcity of concurring circiunflances, paft and 
in pr^eft, have of late deeply. aflfeflted me: the fpi- 
rit ofQoliah rages from every quarter : its power I 
fcfjl, the low ftatc qf the church is evidenf, and my 
owHweaknefs ftares me in thp face. I would, be 
glad to. dwell in obfcurity, and have my name blot- 
%tid out of ren^mbrazice-. There are many called 
ibldlers.amongft u$,~l>Ut oh V bow few of fuch as are 
Jby^al^lp )^e King of l^ipga,. and whoTe wox!k is dili- 
gently tq eftablifh his government j> Jnfomnch that 
fy^h cbl^ren as r am are ready to conclude, that if 
Wte tti9yefat'all9'Ourhand muft be agaaoft every one, 
aQ4i'<v^ry ones hai^d ag^inft us : for though retire^ 
mefili .]$ ^hat above; all th.i|igs I would chpofe for my- 
fclfijj^tJi I apprehend myfelf, called to fervice at 
alljj iti,is;the fervc;nt prayer of my fpirit to be pre- 
.fitxvpi Jtberein fr^m Sht fear of any ipan, and from 
^ping thf; work, deceitfully : neverthcieis, the iecret 
feelings of my mind feem to fay unto the feed, that 
« boiidj .awajt you." May we then poffefs our fouls 
ip patienccK.and not fear in feafons appointed to con*. 
i^nd for our S^ith [ . . , ^ 

". ■" ' ' ' • 9 3 '." ■ 



34a EXTRACTS from 

ad month 1784 — Being aSeAed with the general 
caufesLof difcouragementy and fo much afflicted with 
fome particulars, I am ready at times to conclude, I 
cannot hold faft my faith without wavering in this 
time of trial. You, my beloved friends, have your 
(hare of exercife ; and whatever others do, be yoii 
faithful unto death, fpirltually and naturally, and 
then will your fcrvices be crowned with that life 
which cannot be gainfayed. We have much difloju 
alty amongft us«to the King of kings, and fome who 
are his fub}eAs want to take from him an improper 
fhare of rule. Seeing thefe things, let us be lowl]^^ 
and fhelter ourfelvcs under the fpirk of the Lamb» 
that the prevalence of this alone may be the weapons 
of our warfare : though we experiente him to- be 
flain as from the foundations of the world, and have 
to go down into fuffering with him, and our ^aith 
deeply tried, yet let us remember that He lives and 
reigns for ever^ and that, notwithfianding the com" 
bined powers of darknefs, of the encrcafe of Hk go- 
vernment there fliall .not be an end. 

Our paflage through life is like a journey wherda 
are difficulties and fnares^ and wherein we find mar 
ny who fay they are going to the fame port, and 
who think they have found out, from longer expe- 
rience and fuperior wifdom, a better and fome what 
different road; but when we believe them, and 
make a little trial of their path, how have we, with 
painful fleppings, to return to our tribulated pilgrim- 
age ? I feel deeply engaged in my fpirit, that I may, 
and' that we all may, look to our own ffandings 
not even to the moft approved inflruments fdr in- 
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ftruftion, when our application ought to be to 
the Spirit and example of our Holy Head and High- 
Prieft. 

nth month 1784 — I am really very poor, but 
whether enough fo I cannot tdl. I am however ra- 
ther more contented ,than when thou faw me laft, 

having been a (hort time with , and fecretly 

comparing trials a little has done me good : indeed I 
think it is a wife way, when we imagine ourfelvcs 
under fuffcring, to look into the pages of another's 
book, knd meditate in their probations. Here we 
z>umber oui; own bleffings, and a. language fometimes 
-tmexpeftedly arifcs, " what fliall I render unto Thee 
for all thy benefits ?" 

jft month 1785 — Though outward feparatipfi^ 
and other circumftances inherent to our peculiar 
ftations, may fometimes blunt the continual keennefs 
: of natural affcftion; yet the pure cement of true re- 
ligious union being more durable in its nature, and 
of a jno« preferving quality, it can never be dimi- 
nifhed, as our fpirits become more and more influ- 
enced thereby, and we.fo transformed by %ie renew- 
ings of the mind, as -not only to prove what is the * 
divine will concerning us, but to yield obedience to 
^11 its rcquirings. Under this holy and fpiritual ca- 
nopy is prefervation and peace ^ and whilft the car- 
nal mind, and the wJfdom thereof is perplexed, and 
expofed to almoft continual fiu^ation and diftur- 
bance, they that are gathered here (not from fpecu*** 
lation, or the line of another's experience) but from ^ 
* living and heart-felt fenfe of the certainty of di- 
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vine trutby can ackno^»ledge^ <« wc Ji^vc a ftrong 
city «« and that" falvation is appointed for walls and 
bulwarks:*' Oh ! that we may more and more know 
our dwellings to^be ^ritfain thig holy enclofure ; for 
the incorruptible inheritance i^' no where 'elfe to be 
founds than in knowing the -divine -will, ^and- doing 
it. • .- ' .-'■' '-''■ ' 

7th month i7ft5-i-There is a love mrhJch I truft' is 
ours, independent df vifible figns, and ^ftinguHhed 
by that freedom which the truth gives, w'hethdr^it 
be in fpeaking or in being filent. The fubftance bf 
true friendfhip is hidden ; and it is not of it' cornrp- 
tible nature, if wc keep it in its^ right foil. Though 
its branches are often cut down by the good Hui^ 
bandman, yet the ftump is faftened, like that we 
read of, with a band of iron and brafs in- the tender 
grafs of the field ; and when we renewedly experience 
that the Moft High reigiieth, it puts forth ^jgain^ 
and excellent dignity is added unto \U I-'feelas I 
write an affe^onate nearnefs to you, and oh 1 may 
we all fb dwell under the dew of heaven, and the 
times zt4 difpenfations appointed tb pals over usy 
as that the joy of the Lord may fiiUy become our 
ftrengthi • 

8th month 1785— Perhaps this may find thde' la 
fome defolate place, where my fpirit falutei thee in 
the renewed feeling of fympathetic afie£tion, and 
comfortable hope that, through the muitiplied trials 
of thy day, and of the prefent journey, thou wilt be 
fecretly fupported with the arm of Omnipotence, and 
refrefhed after many weary fteps, with the ftrcams 
of divine confolation ; fo that thou wilt ftill be able 
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,l;o,<lo^aUthingii,' tbfotig}). Him that ib:wgUiencth 

^ . ' Ik^i 9^a^h nm^ with thee^nd thy valBiUeboan-. 

7«^aiii$]^j aui4 fiodnctknes I d^ink l^feel ai felkmifaiprm 

fo^e::^f your iu£^idi^9^ not doitbtalg but flbJooeaTure 

J9f,t)i^)|i.i8mip^«4 fe the cup of.jyour ;f*«fenti'fiir- 

vice : and why fhould it not be fp, when we confix 

^jdqr^he trife^^lj^t^djp^h rf th^ great-M9A»r» and that 

:ii^?'^WW5J^ fpr thq ftrv^Bt t0 be daviiii! Mafteri and 

, th^^giple a^,^,i5^^».. , Tftei wife pvrp«ife» of t^e 

i F??Ai??y?ftf ** ^r? no^.^dwayft fj^^ni. th«r^.»ire maoy 

-^^^8% wf» IJ^QpfOijefs pf .forming tho day^ or ,» ^peD- 

xl^jtP Hisipmife^. the necQ0ity whereof is not always 

~WFpifrii^|Ojho%;tl^ (laud by };i»P<J I; ]|»V)^rlllQ(Ugjbt 

3<^aj;4f^ thc;line^Fou,^re,.h^,y^,:be«> l»r,' n^irjrnbfiiidd 
.j\flf^rfyx%^^piij^^ii^yK>n,jmfiSl^^ .forvices, 

-.w^^icfe Ap^ fefii^g fQwdin.thfr.pftges pfJpaft experience, . 
^Wt^^^^^^n dpuhts a^djd^mayu i))id perhaps a pro- 
£fi|^b|§^uery,«»h^ihe Xiord done this? yet it is al- 
i^jprofij^W^^tq-j-^^eiplwr, th^t it..is not for the. in- 
.%u^;)ent tq.4yJtq hiipixthjir ufielhJt^ *f vrhat dosft 
$ihou/". Ij ^ iipt jf^ondea* at ywu . filings Jn hriog 
^9^/ef af;^^ ifi pcrfejirfrgi?^ th© yifible.<:hurch>* I re- 
member, though in a lefs degree, fimilar impreflkiivs 
^hicJU have jiever left: me; .^^^d^-if^deed my nun4 is 

comfortc;d in finding<anjen|^*eaiIng^^atl;sK:hmenttQ9^ftQ'4 
^alue for ihe.precioiif/eUowfhip of th^ ^rQjt^rhoQ^ 
though it. is npt always ^gij^d ifxsu[i^^^^ir^^fya\\zT'ipy 
pf profpefts, andpf way5 ^d^^pjcans pjf p;}9fecuting 
good, fo much, as in ^sip ii^forflj,j.]afgfihtiopji^(^^ 
for the profgerjty of the ca}j(e, .ycj^ii9h4ya;^^ej,$|}fu^^ 
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dow of heavenly inftmAion^ is one of the beft ce- 
ments that fellow travellers can experience* -"Wd 
ihould be glad, in our pailing along, to find more 
of it; and were this united engagement to > appear 
in an hooeft fearch into the real ftate of indivi* 
duals, of families, and of meetings, fome . of Jeri^^ 
cho's walls might fall in the conteft, and people's 
attention .get turned to defolated Jenifalem. But 
it is a land of mifis and fogs, yea, in fome places; 
of clouds and of thick darkneJs : may that over-ru ing 
power which , hafi its ways in the dieeps, difpd 
thefe temporary things, and ufher in a greater dif^ 
play of pure light, that they who are engaged to 
Vrork^ and are appointed for it, may work in th^ 
light, and folly approve thcmfelves children thereof..; 

I Hh month 1 785—! feel for , and wifli 

her an increafe of faith, or a more free exercife of 
that which ihe has, that fo, it may fully be accom-* 
panied with fuch works as the great Father of th(f 
family has affigned her ; perhaps both (he and, | 
would fare better, did we look more inward and 
kfs outward in pur refleftions upon ourfelves, an<| 
for every future fupply of wifdom and ftrength* 
It is furcly a wonderful attainment to live by faith $ 
it is deep beyond human penetration, and feems to 
comprehend all that is needfol for a follower qt 
Chrift to experience : but the trial of it remains to 
be more precious than that of gold, and preferable 
to the beft of our faculties that we can fubftitute 

for it. Poor • flie has often felt near to my 

life. It is the poor that can moft feelingly falute 
the poor, and dip with them in their affii£Uons$ 
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go* with them to the houfe of mourning; and, 
when the holy anointing is poured forth, rejoice to- 
gether in hope. 

I ft' month 1786 — I hope that county is by this 
time profitably vifited, or rather the feed therein, 
a place where I once thought it was the hardeft to 
find (however in myfelf ) of any I was ever in. 
But places and perfons alter j and' where death 
moft reigned, perhaps life may now moft eminently.; 
abound ; and life is never more aeceptable than 
when it fucceeds a total death, nor light, than 
when it fprings out of the greateft obfcurity'. 
To dwdl with that which teaches to die daily, and 
to be preferved from the fleep of carnal death, i& 
an attainment I fometiti^s covet; but flcfh and 
blood had rather be fuftained with a little of yefter- 
day's manna, and retain a former evidencie of 
life, than undergo, from day to day, in religious 
fervices, the conflifting exercife of being buried iii 
baptifin, though it is blefled with the refurre^tion 
of divine virtue and power: and.the reafon I ap- 
prehend is, becaufe no flefh cdn glory herein j it 
therefore oppofes this work, and the rcfifting of 
this oppofition with the little ftrength we have', 
truly occafipns a continual warfare to the chriftiari 

traveller. The prefent is a fcene of conflift 

and probation ; but when we are ftrengthened to 
look over it, to that glorious habitation, whofe 
walls arc falvation, whofe gates are praife, and 
whofe inhabitants no more fay they are fick ; there 
is fomething fo animating In the profpe6l, that wd 
arc williB^ to endure all things to attain it. Let us 
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then take courage !u hope^ and faithfully endeavour 
to do our prefent beft. 

• 4th month 1786 — We have often convcrfed 
about friends m Ireland, and fek the iglow of true 
'love therein ; which, tho' not much eoLprefled 
to themfelves, is yet a living fpark in alb our 
hreafts, which many waters cannot quench; nor 
will long ieparation be able to erafe thofe ef»flles 
which are written by the finger thereof, and in 
which there is a liberty ibmetimes allowed lor the 
fpirit to meditate, with a degree' of ^firengthenuig 
confolation, efpecially when, by the cftafnefs* of 
the charaAers, we find one aliother as fellow piU 
grims, travelling i^fter tb^ refiirre^^on of pute 
life, and making fteady advlmces' towards that city 
which lath foundations. Upon this obje£l I 
fometunes fix my eye, t^rtth renewed refolutiohs, 
•tfcrb^' holy help, to jM^ft forward thri/ the dijE- 
* eiikies of the prefent fcehe, and to coiint all tiling 
%ut as drofs and dtiYtg that^I may win Chrifl/) aid 
be found in him ; n6t having on my own rlghteoufT 
nefs, but the f ightedufriefs of faith in Chrift, that 
thei-cby ^I'^may^Wain the Ycfurreftiori "ofo tfis 
{>ower, the felibwfiiip of Hk fufferingSj- aivd^ be 
madcf tbritermalMii ' to His '^eath. Ti'he IJjisrir is 
willing thus to e^vdure, btitthefleOi ^nd'itsninhe-* 
•rent |)rt)penfity'to' eafe^ d«at0s a warfare, whenein 
1 foihiet'hrite feai', the natural and beftlife^wiil^n- 

tirelffell/' \'- '■• * ^ ' '" 'iy.: 

5th 'hioMh i^Sd^We are foroetimei fikc; pil- 
gricns whbfe faith and patience are at a low ebb y 
and were H 'not- for the' gracious cOndefcenfion of 
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Him who regacdetti^eYen the^ifparrows, -shd mlibfe 
arm of everlafting ftrength is^nndemeath'tfi fioafotis 
of drooping :ando ^Ufina^) -we ;fliould:.ibe rekt]y at 
times to faint ; bot itistl^ccdnewings /oLhoh^k^p 
that become ftrength an westlcnefs Jbo^jithofe that 
r put their tnift in itj aiid;i$ a^ prefcnti&fflcicncy 
when y9^ are- not ab^ ta proTido .ibr/ c^riCdiYtfs. 
' Marf thou, be fully grounded' An .tbisi truAy ithtsit 
itbei^eby,^ in i!imcs of difcoucageiaAfiqi' and iShlng^ 
thyrAability may eisdttnej and; tby .ei^pertiei^ft/feja- 
creafe in the knowledge that, all thlings ^^pyfeifto- 
r gcther for good, .to thofe that.ti^ly Ipwe? tfefti-ap- 
ipearajuces or maujfeftatipns. of Jthe,4itta«; wilWj I 
JbelievQ th'Qu kpjC^veft that I dearly lpve,thc^fli?^f^, 
vJjmjiji add, have fdt fwe^ unity with t|)y fp^jj ; 
aqd therefore hope ever, freely to pourj iijJ9|.;t^y 
mind any little^ . hints which r mayj in; thatn teYfij^Jie- 
.iHve towards thjee>» And now, as^hpu ha^,^t 
-^]fl)h5md to 3 good work, let; m? lay, Ic^j^fipt 
: bsLck I . and when the .c^rt»infy ,7of . 4ihy^ bf/ipg 
^cigbtly finotntcd ifor it fe: Flthd^ayrnj .,Ti^biql>.aSjjao 
»:,i|ncomjnon ,i^rial» lopk not, then to tl>c ^e^tim^pta 
.;j)f others for fuppprt ^nd encouragement j but la- 
bour after . true quietude and patience of^ ,. foul, 
whereby thou mayeft, with comforts^ble sdTur^nce, 
-in the right time, have thy hea4;.rai/ied in- fappe, 
and thy growth in religion^) e,^periencc$ jbd>lefs 
iiipcrficial, than I fear i;^ often the cafe.^^sn w^h 
thofe who have been put forth by the he^enly 
fliephcrd. There is, no confolation, no confidence, 
wiiH^xq, ' or ftrength,: like that ybich proceeds 
from the deep a«id hidden fpripg, whcrcunto wc 
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muft learn to dig, if ever we arc rightly grounded 
in the work of fan£lification : and as the divine 
will is ,our fanAificationi if we obey it \ be not 
flack in furrendering thyfelf thereto. I write not 
thefe things from an apprehenfion that thou needi 
them more than others, for my fentimeiits of thee 
are very different } but I wifh thee to fet Out inde- 
pendent of any inftrumental help, except that 
which is fent from the fountain of purity 5 and 16 
look to no example further than it is conMent 
with the holy pattern. 

7th month 1786 — I remember it is faid, that. 
eVen " when the fons of God met together j Satan . 
came zUo atoongift them j** • fo that if he did fo 
again, it was no new thing ^ and we are inftrufbed 
by the angel how to deal even with him -, not to 
faring a railing accufation, but patiently, and with 
ehriftian fortitude, to commit the great caufe to 
tiiat power which can protect it, and rebuke the 
adverfary, but not in our way, and in our time ; 
for it is in general moft eminently dlfplayed when 
the creature is reduced, and nothing left in us that 
can boaftingly exult even over Satan himfelf. Ta^ 
l)ehave ourfelves wifely in the church, humbly and 
watchfully to fear meddling with things too high 
for us, things mto which our minds are not renew- 
cdly baptized, is a care which; I wifli we may ever 
prefervc ; for herein a godly jealoufy over ourfelve* 
and our own fpirits, will help to centre us in that 
meeknefs for which the paths of true judgement 
are appointed, will give a right feeling of what i^ . 
oppofition to the truth, and what is not, and how 
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to ufe the armour of light ; which, when rightly put 
on in meetings for difcipline, unfolds the fimpUcity 
of truth, and difcovcrs the pure difinterefted foun- 
dation of thofe who arc engaged to contend for the 
faith. It is becoming the nobility of the caufe of 
righteoufnefs, to fee ks warriors fo unfeeiing of 
peribnal oppofition, as to return good for evil, and 
patiently to endure all things, feeking an opportu- 
nity to blefs, by candidly opening each others un^ 
derftandings, and then generoufly forgiving. There 
is no doubt, but that,, in our fociety, if the root 
and ground of chriftian difcipline in ourfelves were 
attained to, and abode with, meetings for the pro^ 
mulgatton of it in the general would be more 
owned by their members being baptized by one fpi- 
rxt into one body, and more crowned with that life 
which is peculiarly in referve for thofe, who have 
been faithful to the death of the crofs in them«t 
felves. ' I am often humblingly convinced^ that 
whatever I do in the facred offices of the churchy 
if it be the fruit of fpeculation, a lively imagina-* 
tion, or only a defire to render myfclf ufeful, how^ 
ever fuitafelc it may feem, yet not proceeding from 
fome little 'influence of the holy anointing, which 
' lets me fee myfelf with others, it is fure to- leave 
a painful corroding fenfe upon my own mind, which 
I am afraid I have fonietimes charged others with » 
being the caufe of, rather than myfelf. Thus dan* 
ger appears on every hand, except we are waich- 
ful and humble ; but <« the humble the Lord teach-* 
eth of his ways, and the meek he guides in the pathsh 
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of. judgment : *' thy gentlenefs (faid David) hatb^ 
m94^ mc great.'' ,. ^ . , 

8th month I78($ — I fee abundant occafion to ^9f<^ 
^ .%*»8 i^ xnyfaf -frp^ w^^c^e^i^y, rgj;9ii5ipg» . ^jnd 
d^pi^ons come^ Self i$ a £ibtU ei^mj^;.^^;iiimiT 
s^g itfclf jntQ t|ic cppipauy jD^.fJ?^fg^^f5}ntCj^ 
tiQfl;s, aud. ap|BCoyed,fcrviccSjk ,/cl;|ini|p4/j-'iJi^ ^. 
their peacCi and of .^^ fpoil . of xh^ ^XQ#> J^ JfiM S ? 
a^ .yiaories. over every enem^. ):j«tj,itfe;|f*, ,^A^ %^ 
nac^ >ojinjer^ is ?Wely jjr^pajred iC^ii.gflWj.'VjiqilS-: 

iv<$^^A zcalous.enougk to g^ rif^of it^ .^?F^m§^|&»Ti _ 
q^^%dret?^4o ^hc tefefuboiit to wh;^^ey^i jjlftt, 
gB«7<>t iWifisaJ^n .the gif^atr^J^n^pr fee%..io^ 
a04ji|ipc^ll^iPn4w?c,hgr4«cfs uiHicR:Ji^^gfg»<ni*, 
I«?otfaingip9wc^ j.jFcv:, -aij^oirfi^ Jp mfr;j^wer4«iH«»- 
iH^ke «his. redemption; of tlM9 pure Hf^ frQi^u^K^ 
iel&>f9Bkiog(li; <^0}«i^iiir^ 2thc doreftc€(^bfttyij«idl3 
QMoft .lixtrepid V pcf fcvcranfce ^ ^rf -a ^iflign»., hx ip«4«3 
t4i,^illT]Su:c^fs,to tj^at rjivtr whicb^ iu;i^£^ .gV|d &arr 
city ^iGottr* wi4 10 i|^h^itihe-4>i:owyft«-«fr tjic 
go%!d.»iiril|cifo^1Fn:.p^fity } where the edge iij^pj^^i-s* 
»7 A>raw.%sft4.jfifialr j& bhifited, when dpi^y^. hay^ 
n^|bi^-^o i^lilf'^tt but holy humility*. O^'^s,^ 
Ute|^ ^periqicec which my foul fervently craves, b 
Ijfen^etime^ihink I gain a little ground towards jty 
wh^uij^ difcovery of it» animating glory, fubftantial 
fefdjngy and impregnable defence, is n^de to my 
undfirfianding ; but, on finding how little capacity 
I have to receive things genuinely divine, the ac- 
knowledgment is readily made, that I know nothing 
as , I. ought to know, which is only attained by 
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ati experimental growtli stnd eftablifhment there^ 
in y and yet ihort of this I fometimes deiii% to find 
nbreft. ' • ' ' '"''^^- ■ 

liDthihonth 1786 — Experience teaches us, that it 
is not always we an^ cajiable of even enjoying that 
good and profitable commtihion which, *by virtue of 
the Mey of David; fa fometimes opened &r our pre- 
feni refre^nient anid encouragement, in ourpatth of* 
dixp proving and frequent difmay i much lefs of fo 
rcfting in it, as always to be ready for the exprefflbn^ 
oJFtHofe things which are not at biir command* I 
.conclude Ihou Itnoweft that ' ' has been fome- 

timeina 16^ deprefled fitiiation of ihind, but 'Ken 
coxhpanyiiad i favW In it, of whieh ^flie herfdf> 
was'Hot fenfiblej' as is generally the cafe with' thi^fe 
who drd under the moft tihmiied difpenfMic^s bf 
purifj^ng virtue. Thcit ftate wheipeiii aQ 4bnfe^ o^ 
cooielidefs is taken away, and tinder 'which i4waM> 
ctothedj as tht^ ])rophet Daif&tcir' thought hkbKit^ 
W1& foroiptfotti is that which ajipeirs'^ t^>^%ie Ih^' 
xmott acceptable, land no^dcMibt U &r beft -^reparett 
to receive the language bf,' «^ arife, tholi stft^Tjiteflfc-ly^ 
bclovtd (rf the Lbrd •,'* Aif chaftcning^«f theft "^iJaiM 
ing been^feen, kxid their ttiany mdurhiii^i ftea8dj*%f ^ 
the ^cioiis ear of tke Lord oTSkltobth:^ l/b^ ^iSi^' 
rerit- would things be toongft liai as% ;^op1e,'tf'fllI' 
thofe- whdf wifli to be confidered 2k under tli'e divkic ' 
foi'ming hand, and who ^e ready t6 ftep fatd ftrvScc, • 
were but enough emptied, and their beauty ■■ftained 
in their owri ^yes !' many fpacious Mildiri^ on ^a 
fandy foundatibh would then be throVn dowAi^ ahd 
there would be more exercife and care in fearch of 
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the immoveable Rock of ages, which really m many 
places feems grievoufly neglefted. My profpefts are 
often mournful when I look at myfelf, there weak* 
ncfi and inexperience in fome neceflary refinements 
arc forrowfully manifeft ; and on taking a view of 
thtftateofthe vifible church, we fee many of its 
members fo difeafed that they cannot perform the&r 
allotted fun£tions, nor edify the body, though they 
retain their places there : the redeemed fandtifi^ 
church how fmall I and in what a wildemefs ftatei 
So that to look at durfelves, at the degenerate, or rft 
the preferred church, minifters difcouragement, and 
ihews us the neceffity of turning our attention and^ 
ther wayv iff^ard, inftead of outward, and therJe 
waiting for the renewings of that power by whkk 
the worlds were made, and receiving fupplies for 
fpiritual wants at die firft almighty Hand. » 

I ft month 1787 — Your jomt affeftionate fthitation 
came duly to my hands, and with the fympathy cx^ 
prefied in it, afforded me a little of that tonfolation 
which the drooping mind fometimes longs to pah- 
take of, when meditating on its own weaknefs and 
unworthhiefs of the renewed proofs of friendly re- 
gard and chriftian fellowfhip. It»is pleafant indeed 
for brethren to dwell together in unity ; and O that 
in order to retain this mark of difciplefhip, our eye 
may be iingle ! for this leads to a communion ftill 
more excellent and pure, than that which we enjoy 
with each other in this mixed ftate of things, even a 
communion with the light which difcovers all things, 
and is the life of thofc that believe in it. Yes I do 
l^now your path, and that it is, a tribulated one : n^if 
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jOiX run your race therein with patience ; for ^' tribu- 
lation worketh patience, patience experience^ and 
experience hope, and hope maketh not aihamed, be* 
csufe the love of God, (and not of ourfelves) is fhed 
abroad in our hearts^" Here is a foundation, which 
the gates of hell cannot prevail againft, and whii^h^ 
as we keep to it, will preferve us from being ibo^ 
ihaken in mind, or troubled with thofe cbangeablj^ 
things which in the courfe of our pilgrimage may bcr 
fal us. I hope you will continue to keep in youic r^ 
membrance a poor little iifter) bdfet with many di^ 
couragcmentSf andfifted with many fears anddoub^ 
ings> iparticularly refpe£tii>g our future movemtnt^]^ 
for I endeavoiyr what I can to leave the things, that 
are behind.. . . # 

4tfa moirth 1787— Your company was pleafant t« 
4is, and the remembrance of yon is ib, and I triift 
will continue as long as the fincere engagement of 
€117 minds is to be branches in the fame . Vino. 
Though, feparately and unitedly, we may experience 
the chilling blafts of winter, and feel thedrynefi and 
firippednefs peculiar to that feafon ; yet kaming in 
the fchool of Chrift, in every ftate to be content, and 
perceiving with encreafing clearnefs, where the fa|> 
remains, we can rejoice therein, and falute. each 
xOther in true poverty. of fpirit. 

4th month 1787— I received a kind encouraging 
letter from thee^ fome months ago, when, with ma« 
ny others, I was about the remains of our dear friend 
— -. We had been paying, for a few days be* 
fore, the laft o£Rce of friendfhip to him, and were 
witnefTes to the awful confli^ of hi$ fpirit, in ftrug-.. 
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gling, aft^ many years difobedieiice to the op^ings 
of truth, for that eternal pe^ce fqr which h\i foul 
was poured forth like water, and his bones feeined. 
out of joint ; but divine compai&on was near, tb]t>ovigih: 
the efficacy of renewed viiitation, to gather into the 
heavenly gamer. The feafon was altogether fo 
deeply affe^ng to my mind, which was lov^ and do? 
prefled when I went, and I got fo invq^ed iDit|ii( 
gloomy paflages of death through which he had.paf- 
led, that it feemed as if many circuxnAances ^tte|}di|^g 
my continuance in mutability, were loft in thcygro- 
fpeA of that folemn period whc;rein mort^ity pii(ft 
be put off! But on reading that piirttof,thy^|etta^ 
wherein thou fayeft, that in, thy late illpeff^ thy£t9pA 
was abundantly confirmed in tb^ invifible powe^ of 
an'endlefs lifci I was favoured with a Iitfle gljn^gpd^ 
of the faints inheritance, which, at tim^^rl^as je^ 
vivedever fince, as a .cprdia^ to n^y mind : Ip;; in^hc^ 
^ourfe of divine wif4oin> tti^e hand, of ^iSiiff^, apA 
deep fpiritual probation, has lain fteadily .upq^iine 
for , many monthsi^. Thou wquldft hear of an ilioeft 
% had at Sh^£$eld|, which occafio^d my diea^huf* 
band's hafty i^eturn. My. dwelling, for fppe timfs, 
feemed to be at the , gates pf death both(<fpir||S)|Uf 
and naturally i Ipfik^g in ;th?t ihtc vfl^ex^ein I corj44 
ly with^tbc fyowfe, that :" I foijgbt* him whom my 
oul lovcth, yea. I,^|^]ujj;ht him ppon ,^y bed,^sfl^ 
found him. not,'' yet this invifil^e Arm, b^)ng. Under- 
neath, was graciouily revealed in an acc^tal^^e^ time, 
when^, through fore tribijlation, a refignp^ frame ■.pf 
oaind oecame mpre my experi^ce. ^ . ,, -; 
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..5th montk 1787— If the right thing does but^prc;- 

v^l in^ the i^pro»ating fblemnity, it may be a time 

of 'Healing. 'iTioft'whbfd fpiritual faculties are alive 

mthe^nith, can hardly fail bf beginning to feel aii 

ek^iift oa%Mtf account ; and no doubt it is neceflar 

ry' that it febuld be fo,' In order^ t6 pre^pare and fe- 

di&ce'^b xrirttds <)f frreiids'to a ftate df child-fifee fim- 

pK^ityy%ritd that atbafSdneis of felf,' Which ehdiireth 

ari^hin^^,' hath:il6thing to lofe, aiid therefore,' with 

chi^fetii- firn^Tierfs, rejoicikh in that tilbulsrtioh, by 

whWh ¥he^^urc lowly fted of^ the"^^ kingdom triumphs 

iii>^dv^<:oming evll^'by that 'which is^gbbd:' T*hou 

iiid'bfii^^'^aVe h?ad-tb 'drink: many* bittei: dups ift 

C&iitJi>liice ;'*^na it ihajr' bfe'th^t, tJirotiglfi paii^nt jier- 

fti^aiic^ hl"^il.d'<inaife;'iil fetret fdfteritig'wli^ the 

f^df ttrtint^riiiig' the' fkitfr -iii that poWd^'th^di^^ 

■^terh mii^eles are'ftill wrbught, the d^y is appfoa'ch- 

mg, H^hcrdnf that life iivhich is the light of men 

ihle^ becbmef^thcS'e'conlpkubufly tfte crown and dia- 

fteife of Qur^atffeiribKesv and:orthe fervices performed 

mhc^ehurcE^^ ■' - '-'' '' .r'4vr^- 

-'5^h month 178*7—! received thy letter^ aiid was 

pleaTed ^ liear ffbm thee, though the account of" 

thy healthy &c. vtas nbt fo favOiirable as might be 

l^laied; but I hope that after ^ou g^t fet off f^om^ 

hfOtee*, arid "became r^gned to ivhat had fometime 

ap'^eanred fight, thou' would revive both in body and 

rntnd.' T have frequfently known it to be the cafe 

with myfelf, having been often wo'rft juft before fet- 

tmg out, when the mind was deprefle^ with tro 

weight of futurie engagements, and loaded with, the 

&nk of its own exceeding great weaknefs^ and ma- 
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bility to do any good ; and at the fame time, having 
the comfortable enjoyment of divine help veiled till 
the needful feafon. This experience was never 
more confirmed to me than in the prcfent journey, 
nor the fufficiency of that arm, which remains to 
be mighty to fave, is ftrength in our weakncfs, 
and a preftnt helper in the needful time. If we 
are but favoured in our future fteppings, to encreale 
in this experience, our trials which are in the way 
to it will not be too heavy, in comparifon of that pure 
confolation which they produce : and as we are endea- 
vouring (all of us I hope) to move forward in a line 
of fimplicity and faithfulnefs to. what we apprehend is 
right, don't let us add to our difficulties, by admit- 
ting carnal reafonings, and taking too much thought 
for to morrow 5 but rather labour after that great 
attainment of living one day at once« 

6th month 1787 — You will fee by the foregoing, 
that we are arrived at the intended place of our 
abode,* and have ventured to a£k at laft for a recom- 
mendation from our friends of the monthly meeting. 
I truft it is with diffidence, and the humbling fenfe 
that we are liable to err, that we take this ftep ; and 
yet, as it appears in the way tp peace, it is' no doubt 
jafeft to take it, and alfo moft confident with good 
Order. We wifh not to get from under that dif- 
pofition which, in the feeling erf creaturely weaknefs, 
•< feareth always," left the fubtle, transforming ene- 
my fhould beguile us, induce to eat of that which is 
not good, and beget a confidence in our own ftrength 
and fufficiency to preferve ourfelves. A felf-righte- 
eus fpirit is greatly to be dreaded; and though a 
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ftate of doubting and difcouragement is attended 
with many more forrows, yet if the faith remains un- 
fhaken, it is at times refrefhed with that precious 
dew, and the fpringing up of that well of life, which 
make amends for all, fecretly replenjfh the droop- 
ingi yet waiting mind, and encourage it to prefs for- 
ward in the way which the vulture's eye hath not 
fcen, nor any natural fiercenefs ever trod therein. 
Well ! I truft fo much we may fay, that our mind?, 
fince leaving England, have been bowed in contriti- 
on before him who fees in fecret, and fettled, fome- 
times, in a quiet ^dependance upon his almighty 
Arm, rather defiring to be fuftained in obfcurity, 
than to be accounted any thing amongft men. 

8th month 1787 — Your jpint falutation was truly 
acceptable; for though our love was. not leflened, 
yet the fenfible feeling of it, on reading your letter, 
was comforting to us, and ftrengthened the defire, 
that neither heights nor depths, things prefent nor 
things to come, may ever be able to feparate us, ei- 
ther from the love of the great Shepherd^ or from any 
of his faithful flock; of which number, may we, be- 
loved friends, approve ourfelves in all humility and 
godly care, enduring hardnefs as good foldiers of 
Jefus Chrift, and not in out wills entangling our- 
felves with the affairs of this life ; but feeking above 
all things to pleafe Him who hath mercifully called 
i|S into the fpiritual warfare^ Ah poor ^ — in- 
deed [ any thing tb^t denotes th^ entrance of the 
,Vrolf, feems to touch my tenderefl: feelings ; becaufe 
that little part of the great Shepherd's flock ha* becBr 
; peculiarly vifited, aad their welfare the objcft of -my 
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fitqnent dad fervent Mick«de. Oh ^hat need there 
is 'of -vatchfblnefr ! truly the wolf cometh to te^' 
and-dcftroyi diough, ia eider to deceive, he may 
pilt on the fheep's ckithing : io that nothing iiut the ' .. 
tmc lig^ cafi diic0Ver the hidden things of his dif- 
hoDci)7«.-'p--^ have had caufe to fay, iince leaving 
my native country, that the divine hand is full of 
bleffings^ ^ttd that our wal comforts depend not * 
(6 much upon ' outward* cii^umftances, as or that 
holy attmAive. influence, wbkh at times gracioufly 
opfc^s a pafTage for the humbled mind, out of the 
cuiobers and difcoMragements of the prefent time, « 
into, a ftate refembling the green paftures-of life, •'^ 
and ea»blet to lie down in quiet refignation as befide > 
the ftiU waters; leaving future events, when we-^ 
haf^ do»e 9nr beft, to that power which can turn 
thc.lfii^riififf iQto a fruitful field, and caufe the 
fruitfii) field to be counted for a foreft. When this 
good is m^rcaiWtly near, and we are favoured with 
the comm^a -comforts of life, there ought to be a 
gratefu} ack^iowledgement thereof> as well as obe- 
dient rQturi^s.;. 

8tt^. month f783f-!-Thy Jbrotherly falutalion con- . 
firncv^d^ hope I had. exitert^ined, that there lived in 
both ou; ipin^s fuch a degree of triielove, that whe- 
ther we thus converfed together, or not, we ihould 
neverthelefs be favoured to feel one another in our 
refpcitive lots, and experience the truth of that fay- 
ing, y^ deep uttereth unto deep." My dwelling, in 
general, has feepied fo much in twilight, that medi- 
tation fuited me b^te^ than ai£Uon, and the increafe 
of my acquaintance with the everlafting Friend, 
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^thofy Bame is WonderfUt and wbott wwkt nam 
stfconceivably fo to tbe. natural mmA^ has ftemcd 
an . elDJoyment of the very efleBce of all frkndi^ 
Ihip. In feafons of awful retirement^ fince I 
came this time to this land, my tfkk has iihited 
the fesr fathers^ the brethren and fitters, yea, jmI 
tb^ittfttttAors too, whi^c coupfel is the camatd of 
tntth, 'Vod whofe joy is is its prosperity: and O! 
tbatr-mytfieppingstamongft you, maybe fuch as to*^ 
brin^ .no tdbflionour, nor be the occafion of fhim- 
l>Iing to afiyt.| I wiih to be the companion of fneh 
as fat&fally and fecretly labour for the eticreafing 
prevalesce of- gofpel pow^ ; that fo, through its 
.]»urifyiag and fan£Hfying operations, evel*y w^rk 
jnay be wrought, and become an objefl^ of the 
bleffiag which makes, truly rich. Tribalditi^ns are 
undoubtedly the lot of all, who Hre leeklng tb lbl« 
low their Lord and< MaObr in the Regeneration^; 
but He who knows what they ,ll:and ifi need of, tn 
His own due and appointed time, reveals to them 
His confoiations, if they are willing to tlive d^^'* 
enough for them; for thou knoweft it is in the 
deeps that .wonders are feen, and pearls procured. 
If I knew how to p\it into words, the variety' of 
•my fentiments and feelmgs fined eomliig to Clon- 
mel, the freedom I feel with thee rather urges mi 
•to it; but Ibmeway or other*, they feein enveloped 
in an undefigned fecrecy, and trhedever I Attempt 
,to unfdd, there is a fiidden reftralnt, like the 
^turning of a double lock, and a wife and gracious 
intimation, to keep in my tent. The Lord is the 
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tent of Jacob. How defirftble is it then lb l)e'of 
the wreftling feed, the Jews inward, « of the 
ciraimcifion that worfliip God in fpirit, rejoice ia 
Chrift Jefus, and have no confidence in the flefh-i* 
for thefe, knowing in whotfi they have believed^ 
have the i^fbge of the righteoii^ to flee to ^ and 
being thus exercifed and favouredi no itiatter how 
^ little and fimple fuch appear, how mttch they fed 
their own weaknefs, nor how proftrate they lie at 
the feet of their Mafter, where, with rewfrent 
attention His gracious words are heard and re- 
ceived. 

I have often feared tliat, for want of fiiit|L 
enough herein, and a patient waiting in the abafe^ 
ment of fclf, foi* the renewed revelation of the di- 
vine will, the carrying forward of the Lord's work, 
both in individuals, in the vifible church, and in 
the earth in general, fhould be retarded ; and 
thofe defigned to be the inftruments thereof 
fhould *forbear to follow the Lamb through fuffer- 
ing, and to fight under His banner, fhould lof*e 
that hope which maketh hot afhamed (becaufe the 
love of God is fhed abroad in the heart) atud cafl 
away their fhield, as though it had not heen 
anointed. Well ! may we profit by thefe confidera- 
tions ; and looking forward beyond the things 
that are feen which are temporal, to the things 
that are not feen which are eternal, hold fafi: ouEr 
faith, and the profeffign of it without wavering, 
feeing that he is fiiithful who hath mercifully call- 
ed us. : 
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I obfcrvc thy confignrocnt of a .few„ lovely plants 
-to my care 5 but .hoping and belieying that they a^^ 
divinely cared for, and are already ,ta]ught wher^ 
to fejgjk ^hcir own biread, I feci particularly cai;tv- 
jOhjs of being the means of drawing. tkeir att^ntio|i 
to any fource of comfort or inftru6tion, infl^rior tp 
-that whidi has been opened in the. ff:cret of their 
^own foulsj I wxfh them fo be more and more a£r 
^uakited with, and finglytQ r^^oice in, the voice 
of their beloved; and I know. this is alj thou covets 
for them. But we muft both . allow, that vifiteji 
minds are fometimes in danger of feizing and refb- 
ing in feqondary confolgtioni, by placjng an undu^ 
><lependance upon t\ie inftrumcnt of th^ir good, 
and being thus prevented from gettipg dowii to 
thofe nether fprings, where, with pure and humble 
rejoicing, the fpirit draweth water, and no fleiji 
, glories. . I dp not mean that thefe dear girls are in 
any danger of being too much attached to me j bc- 
caufe they have neither occasion to be fq^ noV at:e 
. {6 unwife ; but though I love them^ and have ap- 
|>rehended myfelf conftrained to demonftrate it, 
yet my own ftate generally feels an obj^eft of the 
compaiEon and fympathy of tl^e feebleil traveller 
Zion-wards ; and this confcioufnefs n^kes me keep 
much at home, and moftly in my chamber, where 
the fweet focicty of my beloved Robert Grubb, and 
our truly valuable ■' ■ . ■ , fends back, now and 
then, a rifing figh, >and urges me to number my 
bleflings -, fetting before me the comfortable expe- 
rience* of the Apoftle, which I am- zealoufly preiT- 
R2 
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ing after, that of learning «< in all ftates to be c6n- 
teat.** We have been favoured with many cpifto- 
lary vifits from our friends^ in England, which are 
not unlike little brooks by the way; but ah, we 
may fit by them till they dry up ! however, comforts 
they are in their proper places. 

pth month 1787 — Every bleffing is at the difpo- 
fal of unerrhig wifdom $ and our true enjoyments 
are generally proportifhied to the refignation our 
minds attain, to furrender whatever we poflqfs to 
the turnings of the divine hand $ counting nothing 
truly good but what is purified by it. This is a 
ftate which fweetens the bittereft cups; and fees 
beyond the tranfient gratifications of a worldly fii- 
perficial fpirit ; and b only arrived at by a fiiigle 
attention to, and humble waiting and dependance 
upon, the fecret monitions of the fpirit of truth. 
— ^Pleafant profpcfts, or ^njoymfMits. of anv kind, 
are often much veiled 'from my view, or Ihaded 
with a. gioonij which the fallacy of 'humWif ludg- 
ment," and the futility of all natural gr^tificatiBns, 
' caft upon the moft lively and lawful ideas i^havmg, 
therefore, fixed cmr eye upon one glorious objeft, 
O may it be preierved iihgle to the end of the 
race ! that our running being with patience, and 
the fteps we take attended with light "at the fi- 
nij(hing of the work afilgned us, we may then be 
indifputably convinced, that having had no conti- 
nuing city here, we have found one which hath 
foundations. 

pth month 1787 — As the prefcnt fcene is, con-^ 
fiftent with the nature of things, chequered with m 
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variety of circumftances and feelings^ we mud en- 
deaTOur after that fortification of fpirit, which fo 
endures all things as to profit by them, and render 
ourfelves obje£b of the care of the great Shepherd* 
Juft to arrive at an attainment of this kind, is nearly 
all our drooping yninds are led to defire, without any 
extraordinary exertions for enjoyments out of the line 
of divine appointment. I feem, at times, more and 
more encompafied with doubts and fears; faith is 
often deeply tried, and fuch depreffions foiiia little 
while come over me, that confcious of having ven- 
tured, at the call, to walk as on the fea, and the 
fitpporting evidence withdrawn, my fecr<;t cry re- 
fembles poor Peter's when he faid, << fave Lord 
or I periih.'' Nothing ihort of divine compaffi- 
on> and the renewed extenfion of holy help, can • 
ftrengthen us to prefs forward with acceptance 
through the few fucceeding probations of our day^ 
and open in us that eye of faith which, looking be*- 
yond them all, brightens at the glory that fhall be 
revealed unto thofe, whofe garments have been 
wafhed and made white by the fplrit and power of 
the Lamb. There is fomething in us fo prone to fet- . 
tie down at eafe in profperity, that without feme 
fatherly chaflifements, we might forget from whom 
we receive our fpiritual and temporal bleffings. 

loth month 17.87 — My mind, on returning and 
.fince, was favoured with a fecret humble truft that 
I was not out of the way of my duty^ in accom- 
panying to Ehnifcorthy and Carlow, nor in leaving 
you at the latter place •, though my fby afterwards 

R3 



366 E X TR A C T S from 

ip Waterford, wais not unaccompanied with that 
mortification, ivh'erein no fiefh can glory, and which 
was, no doubt, in mercy difpenfed to us, to keep the 
poor vcflel in fuch a degree of fanAification and ho- 
nour, as to be at all fit for ufe in the fpiritual family. 
I conclude that Tneed more of this kind of difpen# 
iations than others, becaufe I think more of th^sm 
falls to my lot, which proves there is more to mor- 
tify. But though I often imagine myfelf ready 
to fainU yet my fenrent prayer is that I may not 
utterly J but rathef be ftr^ngthened to endure the 
^rofs, and defpife the fiiame of creaturely abafi> 
ment^ looking ,to the Author of all true faith, 
for ' fuch renewed fupplies as to ftcer fafely through 
this uncertain ftate off being, and for ability, 'in 
the due and apjpointed time, to finifh the wifely 
allotted portion of work, in reverent dependence 
that that wiiich is right, and abundantly more't'^aA 
•vre deferve, will be mercifully recompeilfed. fii^tibe 
ieryke whepeln thou art now en^ged, I trttfi help 
will not fail of being afforded in tlie needftil time, 
fo as to give you all abundaiit caufe humbly to 
•acknowledge, in the winding up of your vifit, that 
ye have lacked nothing. Perhaps the line of 
y^r proceeding, as to paffing from place to place, 
i§ rijght J but fome way my mind follows you with 
a, ^ fort of regret, that more time was not allowed 
to have yifited, if truth had opened the way, the 
'families of friends in the ftation of minifters and 
jelders. There h much tri^th in a common faying, 
that the work which is well done, is twice done j 
and though this may be found the more -mortify- 
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ing and arduous part of the fervice, yet the nccef- 
fity and propriety of it being gr/sat, the peace refult- 
iag from fakhfiil labour therein, would no doubt 
liave been proportioned. But this feems like an un- 
fcs^nable hint, apd I don't know any ufe there may 
bain dropping it, except by way of preface to an 
(ibfervatioq I ^as about to maj^e^ tl^at friends upen 
religiQus vifits often appear j:o. be cramped in their 
pajQihg. along, from, a {pirt of human prudence 
^hich. di£)tate3 their making a long firing of ap- 
poiptaient$, perhaps exceeding what is perceived 
l^y.the eye of faith: thus they may be prevented 
ifrom approving tbemfe)ves thofe £imple,, humble 
fplUiiKars of the. great. Mafter^ yr^ch in'the Cncc^ 
•rit^.ef. tbeirown hearts ^hey have earneftly defircd 
-lo^be, ,,WJicther this proceeds from the want of 
.6uth in individuals, or the undifceniied Influence of 
•g^ejral^ cq^oip, I; know nptj^ buf certainly it is a 
ibfyi and. hidden path which thq chrUlian traveller 
'Wa^ES ia^ vhen, in no reipedl, he deiires to take 
She k9d,..l7ut reUgnedly giv^s hijpfelf up to be Ijfed, 
,{kap b^ ftep, through the difficulties of his allotted 
)ine of fervice, 

nth month 1787 — I received this moraing, 

«th .comfort, the long retained token of thy af- 

•feftion; andean afiure thee I am poor eiiqagh' ^ 

enter, with heart«*felt fympathyi into th'e ik^ation 

thou defcribes, pofleifing, nothing whexeQn t<» imijd 

hopes of divine ' accept^ce, unlefs renewed by the 

.creative wprd of Omnipotence^ and repleniihed 

.with ftrength to hold on n^y way. Let us piet 

i . R4 ^ . ! 
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then caft away our confidence, nor conclude our- 
felves unprofitably tried, when we ice ourfelves as 
we are; but rather rejoice in this tribulation » and 
temptation to Call in qneftion all that felfifli pro- 
priety, which human nature would fubtiUy fnggeft 
to us as wrought by the heavenly Hand. Count it 
all joy that thou art fo doathed with a fecret fenfe 
of corruption, and art fenfible of thy own inca^ 
pacity to do any good thing | and rather defire to 
live long under thcfe humbling imprel&ons, than to 
be taken away from all opportunity of mapiiiying 
that << grace, by which thou art what thon art^"* 
poor as thou thinkeft thyielf. Should we be fooliili 
enough to think we - know any thing, the voice of 
Wifdom would fo<»i inform us, that we know no- 
thing as we ought to know : in patience then poP 
iefs thy (bttl, and keep in view an encreafing refig- 
nation to every fecret pointing to duty. We arc 
very apt anxioufly to look for that good in our 
own way, and in our own time, nAidi is only to 
be obtained by doing the divine will, after we have 
known it i forgetting that they who err herein^ 
are beaten with many ftripes : if this is not now thy 
ftate, the hint will do thee no harm. He who 
knows what is beft for us, wifely makes us weary 
of ourfelves and all vifible obje^s, in order to be- 
get that hunger and thirfr after righteoufhefs, to 
which the bkffings and pronnie belong i and fo to 
attach us, in facred umon with himfelf, and love 
to His caufe, as that^n thele days of hikcwarmnefs 
' in holy zeal» when the pure feed, through deier- 
tion, breathes the powerful query, << whom fhall 
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'*«re tmdp andviifao.«lt«|difiii voi^^^araj, in fin- 
'. glends of hearty- anddlhiiig^faith i6r stimo^ fufficien- 
cf, tzatmer/'*^'* hett mk^liofemd^mcJ* ThoBgh this 
« fecnjd^iitiriXticoiiifer&pcm ub'^htit'we often think 
>i]s;«(ter all(i«nldiiis,>7et>the gende movingt of tlw fpi- 
' 'ritual life^.^andithe fubjeAed di^ofiiicarDif our minds 
^Jlhereto, -fai^n^iapfirehcnfiony^ftTonglif nrfcmbles it; 
and if A2tnf yittfsi ycung p^opir im tkis land, as 
vr^U afT t^ 4#xi}'7had pla$td their '^p«hdalK?e upon 
tlfi^ fanaifyingisfcnition^of diat facmdifire, which 
<^^3lft&ess tfie 4ltiil;amt:pveiiarcs tVt ^fireaafice, rather 
"'Ata'^tdlkfitiU ininftr iridp fleflr and btood, thej 
^'^Krtak^anf fecii ftron^ m^tbe fiuth^ and sDwe of 
^Pfcb^Ts^teoQSC^ntCKdtiarifork. :4r'Lit o.' Hmja 
-oa FnApiin<mtli'!t7A^^--«h Isiilvfr ay fU|^ /dcpendince 
-lofos^ Aat7idi«Hip and wBaMiwt potam^ tlqr avfa^lMall 
lljhin^nivemiaade^tlwtweinail^ Ihat^lse ^nd &a*d 
'«tbings made eafy^ zoditb6',nvato»tifi£ human events 
iil^ AbiAModl^rittito^.berKhdBred fatntary portions; 
o^ljftf teiisiofbl'^rttai'as is ftrengthenad to a£Kad» ^^ 
^ItitlPWitlgl'JofiiiikbaaJtMty'tlwt mountainfdpddbn 
<'^rif%f the pf(^ef^ mhetc << nothing can huivnwide- 
X4kref;'? ^*oA tme^gofpcl'^ fpfarit fo ftrongIy:refemUes 
this^^MraHe habitatmn/tfak wheh, in fome -degfee 
."of its own purity, it breaks In upon our impo^wifh- 
ed tliiinds, ^we are renewediy convinced that ildhli|id 
blood liath liot revealed itmntons:^ butJiumUyrfub- 
miting to its«perayansand'4ir^^)iflte,^fidf b^ 
of no reputation, '^ and^iiMuIlordiiiatfe is exalted in 
that day;*' I fed, asrJ::atn writihg^ jsl fecret breath- 
ing for thy brotb^'s^and thy fpfdervSttion; aikl ^n-. 
&5 
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etnr^indat to pttribe faMrarkldy.tteoi^thiiig lieed* 
eld, Btaauft'it U fealed, idliat /^«/ fhatt never be 
«rijefi'a#«5.f ' 11le^pufitf and peraiaaieDcy of heaveix^ 
ly^ttei&afti .4U?eobj<£b of no fmall magnitude to ths 
enligkteiKdiiiaiidyttvibffialL hcfs feen the fludhiatiou of 
viilMe eojoyinents, a^d the vanity of all its efforts^ 
Wkhoot4ivin;e<4ffifl^icey to obtain the fmalkft par* 
ticte of true 'i^irkual bready or one drop of thatcon^ 
&latio|i w^ilch is duly t derived from the pure gik, xnr 
weU in iis?^inging up into life everkftingvi. But it 
is Qot enougii^to be enlightened v we muft alfo ^wait^ 
•iu the ftbafeioent of felf, for the thing fjpoken of and 
de^^ed^ and be wfllingto accept the Apoftle's eiho&- 
lationf, nbt to be conformed to this world, but tranf- 
fcrrtktdbf the renewing of our minds, ib as to pro«6*e 
what' i^ the good and perfeA, and acceptable will, 
and then to do it, ovtn at the lols of human appro- 
bation, and all the riches bf the unregenerate will 
and wifdbm of the creature. Here we learn the 
myilery of buying^the truth, and felling all that *#e 
have for it ^ a myilery whicbj amongft many, nxor^, 
is hid from the wife and prudent, and revealed untp 
. the babes in ChriiV« . I often lament my unfitnefs to 
receive thefe things, and a difpofition, out of the 
clearoefs and power of the gofpel, to acconuxxoda^e 
myfelf, particularly in company, to a worldly fpirit, 
rather than fuffer as a fool for the feed's fake ^ and 
yet I truft I am making war agabft it, and have vie- 
tory in view, .. ^ 

litmontli 17S8— To be furpilhed with that ex- 
cellent armour thou fpeaks of, is truly defirablei ai}d 
when without it, the {^ay^r of my heart is, quietly 
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jto keq> in mj tent ; aDd ^vm wkh it$ to m^ike no 

boafti inor to ufe it but by renewed coinmiflion. It 

is xmc of the efientials for the poor chriftian traveler 

ja every ibntion in life \ bccaufe of the open atUck^> 

fhjf fide Upw^y and crafty pnrfints of our .unwearied 

^Y^2Liy. I feel them daUy) and k>og for an in* 

srp^c of firength ta refift hiin» ftedfaft in the faith. 

JHemany tin^e$ feeks to make our -hearts fad» when 

j|he- Lord has not made them fad, and to perples^ 

^nd'.eoibitter our{>a0age through. life> when he per- 

^eivea that ti^ is the length of iiis cham*. .We pro* 

,pofe fetting off for Cork in the mornings fiven* that 

is a burden ^ and I might ibon work myfi^ up to 

believe that I am not able to go half .way to Clogh- 

;f en. How. admirably wife, vsmd adapted to th^ 

.weaknefs of our frame, wa$^tbat exhortation of; the 

gr^t Maijker, <^ take^ no thoyght for to^mprrow :^* 

this> ^d i^uchjljke^compafiionate coupiei>.fo;^etun^s 

./drops into, my mind in the midft of my conflifU, 

and pro^ves;to b^ words pf that kii^ which both 

..winds ,^nd w^vfispb^* « 

^.jjofft^ i7$8^--XhougH the. r^otof any goq^ 
:affip^n- be a21?e ye^ 4f^r§ }^ bat one righv fea%i 
-Imefaribed 19 d\vine oscoo^ml^ £pr it to manifeil Hf^f 
^in.the btanc&eiv hf MQ&ig ^hem t^-tiud> UoiTom, 
5«ifd,jKar.frdit;iiindiah«t:being the fita*ing-$ime of di- 
v^iieiiiuoir, "irhelithe^Sanr-oi Righteoufnefs breaks 
-.forth vkpAHtithitarLQld'sfjpbAtatiM, we, muft wah for 
Miiin!palic|»ii rfhofigh f!U*ndl e^peAatioiiy' thai as o(jr 
.Iihidtngi8ljn>tb«'all0it!nent6f pure wifdoiir, the win- 
ter. (Bowsever Jon^ ^ift 11* time be paft* the rains 
>gn4 ttai|Kft(!wtU:4uhftde» ibe time of the finging tf 
birds come^ and the voice of the turtle bb heard ki 
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our land : then, tbougk we enjoy it in bot a finafl 
degree^ we can faltite each other in fpMt and word, 
and haO all thofe who, like Mary, are beai'ing pre- 
cious ieed, let their ftations in religious or civil foci* 
ety be what they may. A faltrtiition of thb fert 
fprings in my heart to my' ende a red friends ; to die 
parents who have known Him that is ^m the be^ 
ginning, and to the younger branch'es who hare mea- 
furably been 'ftrcngtKened to overcome the wickeA 
one; fincerely dcfiring, that as we have, through 
abundant mercy, been begotten again to a lively hope 
by the power of the firft refurrcftion, we may, through 
our varied exercifcs, keep our eye Bngle to the prc- 
ferving power of divine love, and to that inheritance 
which is incorruptible and £ideth not away, referved 
in heaven for thofe who are kept by the virtue there- 
of, and the precious gift of faith unto the laft day* 
For herein is great joy, when outward circumftances, 
and the a^pcufer^f the brethren Jpeak trouble; here 
the tribulated chriftian traveller finds an undefiled 
left, and by the light commits his fpirit in pure 
rtSgnation to the guiding band of Omnipotence ; 
fcelinf to the tonfolation of his afflifted foul, tkat 
for aH his omiffions and cooMiiffioBS, 1m has an ad- 
vocate with the Father, not an Hig^ Prieft that can- 
not be touched with a feding of o«r infirmities, but 
one tempted in like manner, and who knows how 
to fuccour thofe that are tried* Well sug^t the 
Ffalmift, who was fo hvgdy acquakited with the 
dealings of infinite wifdom, exdahn, << how excel- 
lent is thy loving Itiiidnelir, O Lord $ becai^e thereof, 
the fons of men put ihcir tmft under the fliadow of 
diy wing.** 
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3d month 1788^— We. were r>t their vcekrday 
meeting here? ycftcrday, .aodil^^cl a. Ui;pgc puUic 
meetiiTg in' the eveiij^gy in hot^ 4g;f . irhidh^^ I tni^» 
Ve wete owned by the Ma|^r\o£ ;tft r^tly ^thered 
«flemblies, and might have t^ei^ inorc (o, if refigna- 
tion, and a wilNngneff to ^pe^r wefdcapd^oplifh/^as 
we are, had beeiih s^ore cxge^ele^tAr ? l.pft^, t^unk 
that if, in thij refp^ wf ¥r^c fui^cicjatly ,J;xuDpiWc> 
welhotild fiMre better thapa we dpf~an4 tjjaj^ whUft 
w(B were prelerycd from fbcdlfb* pmchiijg| the |qo1- 
ilhnefs^preachii^ (a& the^iforldly wiCe e^em^jt) 
when' in the demonftratioh of - th^. fffki^t y^Pl^A }^ 
blefled beyond our conceptions aiid m^Q fpmcthing 
like the barley loaves by which the mjultUud^^ w^ere 
fed. We know our own employments:}, ^ but ,^tbe 
myfterious workings of the heavenly hand, in carrf- 
ing forward the redemption of the nations fSrem the 
fall, are wifely concealed from 119 : yet the itt<ittiS- 
trrenefs and judgments of the creatnrely part, often 
lead ns into difcouragements when we il^wld, in thie 
limplidty of little children, do as we are Indddi, 
and leave die event to Him who know^ beft how, and 
when, to nfe the weak and footifh Aings ef lUs 
wodd, to confoond the wifilom of the wife* 

3d sBonlfh 1788— By Way of apology for my JU 
lence let me fay, that writing, in many r«^pe£b, Ie& 
fiiited the difpofition and qualifications of my mindf 
for many m<mths back^ than a filent meditation vapu 
en the nothing^iefii of felf ; which was far firom ri* 
ways obftmding the iVreet circulatim of chriftiasi 
fieHowfliip, and iolicitude fer the prcfervation, un- 
der the ihadow of the Holy Wlngi of aU thofe whfO| 
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by dUpacifatioB$ unerrliigly -wik, are involved in the 
4epths of difcpuragement and diijnaiy, wjth xeSpe£k 
,to tbe|r own ability to .promote any, gpi^ yrord and 
^orkf and yet wbofe d^fljdent ^mi4^ 2|r^ oftpn 4i&ult- 
ad by the accufe^ of the br^bren*. Thef|p:haiKe» 
however^ no occafiop of cafting away thjeir qonfr- 
dence, when they reflect upon the maay delive^p3inc«6 
which they have received through the commnpic^ti- 
^n of eternal help> s^nd remember the, graFioiti^ pr<^ 
mife of the great JSJaOxTf to .thofe who dwell under 
tbj$ righteous goyernsaent j •« lo ! I am with yoii ^^ 
.way%i^v? ^f? t^^^wd.pf the wQrld."^r-you ar^ a« 
epiftles written ii^ my, he^lt>: wherein I often medi- 
tate with fecre^ copfort,. u^der the belief that you 
^Tfy in uijoeripg wjf^offi, (defigfied t;o be fellow-help- 
.ATS in promotinjr th^ ^jf^fp of truth ai^d righteouf- 
Aofs, and felh^w ^travellers in the way thereof. Jf 
^oamee^-^ith^trijii^ aQd difficulties, y^u ^now thei\e 
is nothing new ia that 5 they have cvqt attended th^ 
£6otfteps of the Jlock j an^ when we are careful not 
jf>in«|tipij x^m^y ^j dffauft of ours, they are, ^ 
imny .p^fpq&:odr>ojux;being.the fo^lpwer$^,o£ a /iiffec){)g 
JdV^im vbfP^ are ^led^ ,by oi^r ^rat^ng be|^ 
from theift^v^nd* fan^U^^ by. <)})^ei^e« UoM .^ 
j|iQoa&youhav^<i;|egi|n.^ \f ccpnl nothpig,^^ near» 
.^ too.de?4r to p^^t with for Cfanift's fake and tl|p 
.Sf^fp^^'f )" i^^ T^^ ^^^ humiliating haptii]??^ y^ii^ 
jeEuqific^iPS to the workl^'tand the .worW .^'V^ ^9 
!.W4 ^^J-t^^ 3^B^rd of Ifr^el,!^ y^V'^f^ ^^?*^W^ 
iikcfif, :Convey ^o you ,tl^ in^ifp|;itabj^ ix^i^lgence iff 
j|ip pwn wUlj at^d fov jHT^erveyon in > ^at|^ of .)i4bG^- 
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ty to himfelf, as that none ih^U be able i» plock 
you omt of his holy Hand J \ » • . » 

iM ii r . ■ , . , ^i7i8->*-Itisa favour tb^t thd beft^cool: 
needs no *great -proBsBxah, or i][>ecious w&nds to noor 
rifli it ; it-'is :^at ftrengthened by a naul^titde of luxi]»* 
i^iant' bndftches, though, if it he alive, it will dUca- 
Teriefdf by little, buddings, blofibinin^)^^ and fruit. 
Whilft diefefbre we are' not unprofitabiy anxuMis, 
in tfaofe lof winter,, for that which is- not to t|c, had, 
neither Met tts be too unconcerned, when the fall 
tihn&is c^me'^for the manifeftations pf the li£e of the 
tree; nor count them of little Ygiuc, butchertfh and 
proteA them, leftfotne indifcreet hand, or Tptrkin 
oaffelv€9, Should tub o£F that wherein is hiddoily 
contained the choibeft fruit, and ib render the com- 
ing of the fpring, and tlie genial influence of tbe 
Sun of Righteoufnefs, ineffe&ual ta u^ Many cau- 
tions are neceiTary under this fimik, for even when 
& tree bids fair for profithig and .enridiing thofe 
who ^oflefs it, if that which it is to produce in tlse 
ful«i6fs of time, be gathered 4!>efore it jis^ripe^ k lets 
the teeth of the eater on edge, and >oaufeft the ti4c 
to be eyil ^fpoken of. Thus, on many liaads, «daf - 
geri occur to tts in the condud of our gilil^, An re- 
ligious and civil departments. . Ho^ needful is ^t 
then, to aflpiwifdom where* it is to be h^^i, and io 
ttfe jt when we harejitf and alio to cultivate that 
pn^ence which is her fifier in fer^ce, and whtq^ 
often oppofes plains of our own cotitriving. Thofe 
are fentiments; which, though thrown out to you, 
tend to fhew me where,, tmdhow, I often mifs nly 
way.; and excite me to review cthe c«ni]der%tio|i,'Of 
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that mcfd&l kindndi; which is fometimes cxtmdr 
cd to OS in a vcrj low efiate | wfaexi» in cmtt avm 
«ycia we fiwm moft nndefecmg of. thgt he^ whi^ 
can alone lift up o«r heads in hc^, ,when^ flnodf 
of affliffion jicevaily and the.UUows pals, ovi^.iu,. 
May we deq^en in our experience jqf .ih^i l4ml!s f^ 
thcrly dealings with us ; that fo* ag|arovi^ our&lv^ 
more and mcMre babes in Cbrift, gur knowledge jof 
the myfteries of the kingdom maj l^, pure^ ^d of 
that preferving nature^ that never pu^ellh^p> .rn -- 

r^ 1788— It is not becaufe thpu^aji^rvthj 

dear wife were forgotten .by fis^^ th^t iiLeither my^ 
huiband nor I have^ fbice our return kom, £^§1^^a 
dropped you a line. Silence^ on wj ps»t| ha& chiefly 
originated m % fonfcioulhefs that .^ h;s»re,xu>t beien 
deep enott^ in my. fpii:it> . fo to 4i^W W:^i)fefr qut 
dF the wells of faWation as to be ablc^ in tr»f ^^^gi^ 
ous fympa^y, profitably to vifit thy oftei^ difj^u-v 
raged mind. To feel our. incapacit^^Jo jB^i^j^ i^ 
a fj^tual fen^i 9 cup of fold water^^p ever fo^ieeir^ 
bl^^^ difcipk (pntp ^whom ws i:xay,.^n9fc^^ be, 
bound u^.a c^^gnt iric^dA^p} '^r^ mcmib^ |9|«<r 
preffion.^ becanfe it humbles us, and feals upon out:, 
fpirits that iinrariab|e truth, that << there is none^ 
: good bctt <Hie/* What is this fenfe, but the anoint. 
' ing itfelf, which has holy certainty in it» feeing that 
. it is no lie. Except it abide in ns to this effi^ our 
pro&ffion of bdi^ believers is vain i we (ball grow, 
weary in the chrsiBan lifie^ and our own righteouf* 
nefs will feoaexhauft ow ifarength ; for fupplies firom 
the eternal Fountain wmdd ibon ceaie^ were we to 
appr op r i ate them to the profec«tk»i of ends which 



• ^ 
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die Lord never required at our hands^ and neglect 
that life of fahh^ of humble dependance upon the 
fkire gifty and thofe precious influences, hope and 
charity, which conftraih us to reader unto the great 
Iiaw-giver,. in His time only, whatfoeter he requires 
at our hands, though incomplete and foolifh to the 
unfimplified mind. I often wifh, on my own ao» 
toont, to be more in (ubftance than I am* That 
infinite kindneft has made me a partaker of the 
common fitlradon, has Ihed abroad in my bkeart a 
meaiure of lus love, and ftrengtheoed me, at tines, to 
hjboid ma eternal Ufe» I truft the deceivaUenefii of 
miri^eo^ieis will never be fuffered to draw me 
from the bdtef of : hat I look at the office (rf • 
goipel miaifier with an awfirlnefi which convinced 
iiie» that there are baptifins^ humiliatians, and 
deaths peculiar to it $ and that, except thefe are 
^xften renewed, in order to ftrq> off* the plumage 
of paft experience, and of that knowledge of hea^ 
venly things^ which, beii^ like yefterday's mansi% 
cannot fuftaia, but fiil^illy pufis up tibe inind, that 
babe's ftate, unto which the myfteries of d^e king^ 
dom are unfolded, is unattainable, and the in£:rif>- 
tion of holinefs unto the Lord is withbdd, becaufe 
they are not cleanfed through the word fpoken unto 
them. What will it do for us, even to b^ called to 
the work of the miniftry, if we fubmit not to thofe 
purgations which unerring Wifdom appoints ? We 
may become veiTels marred on the wheel ^ or, to 
ufe another fimile, if we fuffbr not ourfelves, in 
chriftian patience, to be bundled up as with the dry 
rods, and to be as deftitute of verdure as they, we 
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may^ for want of complying irith the appointdt 
meant of firattfalneisy frnftrate th^dhrine purpofeto 
diftingailh thofe who are umiUdy prefewed by tte 
hidden life. Perhaps it may not be unfafe to con* 
chidey that in our fociety there are foch defeds- ; 
bnt, as an indiridual, I find it fafcft, in conformity 
io the gr^t Mailer's, command, .to judge not^ exf 
cept, throogh the fpiait of the Scot, the jadgoient 
of the everlafting Father is known.; ^and aft fiieh 
Icaibin, the miad it too much hnmUed 'vata^to 
Heed on this revealed knosriedge. 

pth vuMik 1788— Thy let$et faluisd us two days 
after oar arrival at home, and. was tcoiy cotdialf 
tevhring witfi great fireetoeft our love^iand frieikU 
ihip with thee and diry dear wife^ and^aife iires^;!^-* 
ening our hope, that He who,. we tnift, diteded 
mar fteps to yonr parts, aaid mercifiiUy proi^saaiiis 
thttnigh many jecpacdics, wilTi a& j^oq aidLwe JisKy 
"fender onrfdvcrto Hia all^wife diSpoM, fecanyoB 
Ae eternal purppfe of his wiU a» itot ipcrc»f4^.^$inr 
JMtfiahvcii td His glory; and tb^^tVery remotely 
•fituated one iirom anothery make us partakers of 
^he fame living fountain, whefe waters purify *imd 
gladden the baptized members of the charcbof 
Chrift wherever ibatter^d, or however obfcur^d by 
the general clond of darknefs which the profeflbrs 
of chriftianity are too apt to content themfelves 
in. But as the eternal purpofes of God are, the 
e1e£tix>n of His own precious^ feed in us, (the Lamb 
that was flain) and the reprobation of that fpirit 
or (eed of the lerpent, which wMh^ all the wrath 
4|md artifice of a fallen fan of the morning, ^is^ ever 
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feeking to oppoTe the coming of the kingdom of 
4iie MeiEah, how ought we to watch and bc^folier ; 
tconfiderin:g ourfelves no longer fafe, |ior objects of 
divine favour, than whilft our fpirk» and affe^kioos 
.are dedicated to His- righteous control, cleaning 
and fan^ifying fay the converting influence of . Hif 
own powei^. The iced of the kingdopfi, through 
4i'vine n^ercy remaining in usj and a difpofition to 
^iietifli and embrace it, preierv^s fr^n^ t^e ^ 
whic)i grieves the Spirit, and lea4^ hitp de^^ 
WherdFore, to ftand in that which 19^ el^,: »n4Ao 
xexperten'^ei r^dem^tipn, ^ fxcm tha^ fpirit which wa^^ 
wiljbi it, ought invariably to be our aim ^ a^d \fp 
in a purfuk fo eflisniudly, necefiary, we meet w^th 
buffering and 4eep fpiritual conilij);^ TC^^^ii^^i^^^r 
lAJg how ibfdrioF it aU4s to what He* mist wif h; who 
.b^ing iruly the good Shep]^end> laid dp^q^ Bi^,\ift 
for &d iheep; and experiencing Him ta.be iil^fif 
the hope of g)ory, die affiiAions of the prefei^ 
time are coimtedli^t, and th^ omni^tence of.tS^ 
.Lord's eveil^ifig a«m (as we£ngly d^p^ uppi^ 
it) foiind to gii% viAoi^y ovar the enemies (if our 
own- he^rtsf ; to lead, in* the n^ekftefi o{ wifda|% 
•through p^fecQtions from without, an4 to; boild up 
in the true faith and fbediaftnefs of the yrc a^ C^ 
tain, who goes fot th conquering and to om^uetf. 
I know that religion is in a ftate with you» as well 
as with lis, which requires a patient waiting and 
quiet hoping for the falvatlon of God} whidi is 
often near tQ be revealed when we faint hi our 
minds, /and therefore fail of inheriting that Ueffing 
the patriarch Jacob wreftlcd for, through a night 
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of fiuthfiiland fiKceisful exercife. Thy increafe 
in hezrenlj trcafare, my beloved friend and bro-> 
ther in the trath, is fecretly and ftrongly coveted 
by me ( my heart often meditates npon thy folitary 
fitnation; and, in the renewings of gofpel love9 
thou and thy valuable wife are made lilce bone of 
my bonet and flefh of my fie(k. May the God of 
all grace and confolation ftrengthen and fuccour 
youl and I moft s^oredly believe be willj as your 
love of His inward and fpiritual appearance, and 
glorious work among men, grows as a tree of 
righteonfhefi, bringing forth fruit in its feaibn, and 
enduring widi humble iubmiflion, every wintry and 
pruning difpen(ation. We have heard ibmething 
of thy profpeft of devoting thyfelf to the education 
of children ; a work peculiarly wanted in your 
ibciety, and which, if thou enters into, in the fim« 
plicity and fincerity which truth gives, will, there 
IS no doubt, be a bleffing to many, and thou thereby 
rendered a feeling fubfcriber to that truth, ^< he 
that watereth, is watered himfelf.*' Thou mayeft 
find it an arduous undertaking, sind attended with 
mortifying circumftances ; but the liberal foul 
(though it may fuffer) knows beft how to travel pro- 
fitably through them all. It is not human appro- 
bation that we ought to depend upon, or have iingly 
in view | but our ftudy fhould be to fhew ourfelves 
afqproved unto God i and then, whatever vocation 
in His wifdom we are placed in, or however weak we 
may feel ourfelves, we ihaU have no juft cauie to be 
afliamed. 
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nth Month 1788 — ^I can feelingly fubfcribe to 
the truth of what thou fayeft, that h is good to 
fpend one's days in the bands of a free and fincere 
^iendihip, and in the unity of a folid and conftant 
faith. We are favoured with many in thefe parts, 
who. have been mercifully gathered to the pure 
fpring of eternal life, where true love and unity 
originate, and from whence they bring forth accept- 
able fruits^ but, as thofe ccmfolations fometimes 
abound, fo do tribulations, on account of the fpirit 
of the world, and many other fnares, by which the 
enemy of all good is daily feeking to draw aiide ; 
and for want of watchfulneis and care, he prevaib 
to the great hurt of fome, and calling a fhade over 
the purity and fimplicity that there is in the gofpel 
of Chrift. So that, notwithftanding we are en- 
compafled with many bleffings and advantages, we 
are not without our portion of trials ; and pan thenD- 

•-'11,, ■ 7. ■ '■•• I \ \: 

fore, in much fympathy and, love, flip ii\| f^irk 
w^h thep, and fcel thee as a fellow traveller i^^hat 
path of fuSering and probation, which, in infi](^te 
Wifdom, Is caft up iFor , the . regeneration andefta- 
bCfliment of all, thofe who walk in it, and^hold oiit 
unto the ^end. F^ar not^^^ neither ^be dif^naypd, 

: though thou fcel thyfclf. as a.folitary bird, as a peU- 

,can in the wildernefs| pr a Sparrow upon the houde 
top ; He that is in th^, is greater, than he that is 
in the world; His wifdoq^ will direft thee. His 

. counfel guide th^e, and Hi$ everlafting omnipotent 
arm fuftain thee, as thy faith is ftedfaft therein, and 
thy patience mainuined in traweUing through the 

,abafing difpeniatioas which m^y fall to thy lot : f&c 
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I do beSeve thou art intcnded-to be a man Tor Ood» 
and DO wonder then, if thou fnSkr perfeciition and 
affliAion : remember they are but for -a motAtntf 
and light, icompared with that excee<^g and etet<^ 
nal weight of glory, which is revealed to the poor 
idiftrefied mind, when it looks beyond the «< things 
which are ften, to the things which are not feen.*' 
-I feel much love to the dear young people amongft 
you, and fhall be glad for them to be told So y and 
that the good account diou fent refpeAing them has 
rejoiced the hearts of many. If they iblloW on to 
l:now the Lord, their minds will increafe in holy 
^abSity i the enjoyments of this world will £ide io 
their view ; and an inward acquaintance with th^ 
^Spirit of Truth will become moft precious to them/; 
ijhty will not do their works (like the Pharifces) to 
%c feen of men, but the folidity and weightinefs of 
-their' fpirits, will demonftrate that they have been 
with Jefu^ from whom they receive all theit quali^ 
fications to perform true worfliip, or to do any- 
thing that is good. 

loth month 1788 — ^Thy letter, which arrived 

iftout a wcc^ ago, was fwcetly refrefhing and truly 

faiutary to us ; and I may now tell thee, that though 

"acceptable, as an individual I needed it not to revive 

'the ftrength of affeftionate attachment ; for my fpi- 

' rit often embraces thee in the flowings of increaiing 

love and'fellow^ip, and feels thee, according to niy 

'fi?iall meafure of true knowledge, in that precious 

♦unity which is better than all words (though- ev«r 

^fo frequently and-findy^^exipreffed) without it. Vfetc 

'^it ntft for this cordiaf dropi* whieh^ -U^k^ oiU fom^-- 
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times fwlins on the top of our bittereft cups> our 
faith nfould hardly be ftrong enough to make u^ 
viAorious over even the little perplexities attendant 
upon this pilgrimage and ftate of probation ; but He 
who k;aows that we are " feeble folk," and graciouf- 
I7 coinpaflionates our cafej becomes to us not only 
^h^ fliadow of a mighty rock in a weary land, but 
leaches us fo to build our ncft therein^ that, in time^ 
4)f ftorm and trial, his holy indofure preferves us, 
'his faith ftays us, and this rock pours out precious 
oil. May our dwelling, ever be here, and our in- 
heritance be enlarged in that which is pure ! thcA, 
let our allotments be what they may, whether our 
bodies inhabit the dark,, or the more illuminated 
parts, of the earth; whether we are encompafled 
•with forrow and travail, or have to rejoice moi^e 
iienfibly in the. revealed fajvation of the Almighty 
Arm i all will work together for goody and we grow 
in qualification to worihip and ^magnify that gre^t 
and excellent Name, which only is worthy of the 
incenfe that in every place and . iituation is to. be 
offered. 

K I xth month 17S6— *If I know my own hearty it is 

•my dfefire to ktjow my buiinels, and fimply to do k, 

l^^etier it is taken cognisance of, or not, by the 

truly wife and honourable; whofe friendfhip^ thou^ 

' ftrcngthcningi confbling,' and therefore acceptat>lc> 

•may (If the heart be not in ffome degree • redeemcfd 

and redeeming from the myfterious workings of fittf- 

love) bef' perverted, and ki(tead of nourifliing tfie 

pure immortal part^ build us i:^- in an airy notion of 

'Ourovinaidri^'atid .attainlacntt, andprQve a* fnare 
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inftefii ^^ a ISMBng. A fitde icqtiaintance with oneV 
own' httmaA nature, afcrqweflt^ycteiEHon of Us cor- 
ruption, and the perplexities into wlf!ai4t rntn^ 
duces us '^vdien its Tubtil arguments prevail, al« 
enough to weary out a mind blefied with the kaft 
fineere «fjpSration after permanent good,' durable 
rkhes and rigfateoufndi )* and to content us in Ae 
ifloft obfcufefltiiatioAr if> through^merited marc^ 
i^ma? but be in the courts of the Lord ; widi tbe 
coarfeft food, if hut miniftered to us from the hanil 
which is full of bleffings ; and under the moft fun^' 
pleafant work, if fiaith is vouchlafed| that in R^' 
ahd'^ty it will be accepted. Some of vk here feeMt^ 
tor.be a:-l«wr tiihe^ thy knees often are ready to fe^e 
togetlieri and tny foul b exceeding forrowftil. Tint 
there are caufes in myfelf, and circumftances attend- 
ing- enr prefen* fituattosi, I doubt not; << give me 
^ri£i6m^ anfid rejed me not from amongft thy chil- 
dta»»^ is -my fecret petition* 

.;f ifehrtfOMith i788-^We havs twelve girls, and ex- 

p^.:]Ki0ce*fix)n ; fo that- thou wilt beUeMe-^ares mul- 

tV^7:9lFi^&«i»: but, all our ei\deavounr rwill jbc iiie£^ 

ff^al, boA ^m*'ldH8-, and all other nedertakingSy 

, except the^Msffitigrwhich makesitfuly rich, in unmo* 

'Xkfd iMrcy, refis upon them. Di^ the world know, 

;h;^ dependant all fubAantM comfort and permanent 

jQf.^re upon this heavenly gift» people in. general 

t%Mild,^9il kfs» thiidc l6f$ of their own wifidom, and 

. more fimp^ follow that day ftar which arifeth in the 

r hearty aad^direOeth to 4he pure life, in which the 

WaA/fr^W woH fdeaM* It is a coosfortable belief m 

liny. mind> that then «rt acrefted by tUs pr^QOos 
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priiociplc of divine light, which difcovcw things as 
tbtiy. really are. Be n^t afraid to be led by it» in a 
Mtagfs thou knoweft not, and into paths thou haft 
n9t fecn ; for, in due time, it will difpel the dark- 
ncft. before thee, and make crooked things ftraight. 
One of the moft beautiful, though moft abafing dif- 
pfniatsoi)s, in the true cbriftian progrefs, is thai of 
bxoming.as a little child; the judgment is- l\ere 
taken-fa^iay for purification, and to be made truly 
vfy£n\ in the Lord's work, the foul breathes only to 
th«. parent fof-food, and depends upon no other for 
couJifel. It is generally weak, but knowing itfelf ib, 
it is fafe : O happy ftate to be rightly brought intj^ ! 
May we never be afhamed of it, but for our encou- 
ragement remember, that of fuch is the kingdom of 
heaven. 

■ ■ 1788 — Self-gratification in our avm way 

and time, has not been allotted us for the path to 
folid peace; and if increaiing humiliation (hould 
prove the food moft convenient for us, we wifli to 
accept it from that hand, which has an indifputable 
right to do with us as feemeth good in the fight of 
infinite wifdom, and which has power to cotwert the 
greateft trials into true fpiritual refreihment. 

— The ways of infinite Wifdom with thofe He 
choofes to bring through, and redeem from the 
fallacy of human underftanding, and corrupt na- 
ture, are fo incomprehenfiblo amf humiliating as 
indeed puts us out of the capacity of faying, *« what 
doeft thou?" for who hath been his counfellor ? 
feeing he giveth not account to any of bis* matters^ 

s 
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till the fimplicity of a babe in Chrift is attained unto, 
when hC' reveals, according to his purposes, thpie^ 
myfteries unto them, which are hid fronv the . wife 
and prudent. 

-^That junction between the monthly meetings is- 
comforting, if only from^ the ftrength which the 
few living membecs may be fuffer^d to- feel in the 
unity of one another's fpirits, and the i^effiag which 
may be upon their endeavours to wafh one anothe-rV 
feet, and to bear up one another's hand&r ThtJb 
love which has heretofore flowed in my hear.t as a- 
river, to the poor in fptrit on that fide the county, 
Iweetly revives as I am writing, uqder a renewed* 
hope, that the eternal fbuntaii^ of lif& wiU not^.be 
elofed sunong them, however low and uarworttqr* 
they may fometimes feel thcmfelves to be-of^ itsi^ 
pure reif efhment. And if it be in abundant mercy 
kept open, and they that are acquainted with it 
gadlier to it, having their qualificatioiis from it, 
and ufe them under its influence, they will be ^ 
Uefling one to another, and more may be gathered 
to an inward experience of the feme purifying unc- 
tion, than, in ibme f<^rons of difcourageihentj tfef 
have an idea of. ' . 

1 2th month 1788' — ^We have been fitting' in a 
friend's family, where ■ i ■ demonftrated thither 
mind, through ill thefe ftornw and- tempeftl^yhas 
found where to anchor and unload herveflel, witfc 
an increafe of fimplicky and obedience. ' T wifti fhe 
may now leave the things that arc bdiind; Msd thart: 
we may all become more and- more, not only aaxhifc. 
dren, but as weaned children. To be reduced to 
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this hmnblcd ftatcj has not ^nly ity mortifitatlon^, 
bnt its joys. The chriftian'sr Kfe cottfiffeth not'm: 
the abuncknctt of thc«p^w(rcnt conf€>fetion» and gra- 
tifications he poffefles ; but in the rWicM^^l' fr&^ii 
time to time^ of the hidden manna whidh the gold- 
en pot contains, within the veil^ of perifiiing things. 
Thou knoweft -enough of fnch fitli'3rt:icms a^ ours, to 
make thee believe we are not without a portkm of 
tf lals, (no do'ubt wifely propdrtioned to us 5)' yet I 
dare not complain, having thus far, as we harve paffi- 
ed along, found Him whom my (btil lOvWh, itr 
-^ofe prefence no murmuring has a right to appeaf . 
Gfaildlike flmplicity is an experienccr which every 
chdfen fervant, however feeWe, ought to cfideaitotir* 
for. We get nothing by the contrary; foi< by ever 
fo much taking* thooght, we cannot add dne CiAke 
to^our ftatisye, or make one h^ir of oar head v/hk& 
or black. May you proceed on this family' vifir, in 
the faith, nothing doubting. It was not the aibun-' 
dance of bread, nor yet the &isne6 of 'it, which,' 
fed the multitude formerly. For want of faith^ we 
lofe many miracles which the blefling- wtrtfld ftillr 
eSe€t. Remember poor DavidV fling and ftooe, 
and out of whofe mouths, ftrengthand'pratfe are 
ordained. 

1 2th month lySg" — I received thy afFe^onate 
Sfterly fahitation, which, like af little help to the 
weak and feeble, was falutary and acceptable. Be* 
aflured I am one of the weak and feeble ; may I' 
therefore be wife enough, like thofe littk creatures- 
fpoktn of in fcripture, which being fdeble folk, 
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build their neft in a rock ! and truly, dear friend, 
were it not for the fhadow at leafty of this l^ock, 
amidft the conSi&s between, nature .and g^ace, the 
mind would often be overwhelmed, and n^ake the 
forrowfiil conclufion, << therf? h no hope." jAh this 
Rock I how fafe a refidence is it ! aqd methinks its 
obfcurity feom (he worldly wife, and the ftlfifh 
mind, adds greatly .to ^s ia&ty. I feldcm .get.m it 
but by combat, which Ch?ws i;hat my en<;];i>ies.,are 
lively ) and though it is fometimes my lot, in 4:he 
crofs, to fet before others their -inherept infirmities, 
and transformed adverAry, yi?t I hwmbly truft I 
fhall not, and pray that loever.m^yArlArget^ ^\V^ 



own. 



:ir 



isbhh^indnth 1788 — My: heart. iiras^^ypiH'ed to^fp- 
ter ^littk into tfarf a^ejQri^g ac€9jAX|<f o^^do^ IVf^jCj^'^. 
dec^Cy, and 1 your united vifit pn^yio^s th^|9. 
Tbaburaluablc w«iriati'$ igft4ay» l^ieilig.fGr^ep^oij^fbVy 
employed in'iher Maftefi's krv^e^ iftf^n^^ifsr.of 
difiid0nc(( and lobfixniqty, compared ivnUhttefrjjtorii^- 
ous quallfi'catmis., imd attachment • to the> caiiie }(>f 
truth) ^«ms aidiftisiguiihing markiofcjCverla£);^}lQ9e 
and fkvpur t© hciv .Her clofe iecnM^/fo, Jivtsly^ j^t^d 
her futt'fet^in fucfa./birightnefs and fi^cdh^,; -that -it 
conveys Something animating to 'thofe who are far 
behind ili'fitnefs, like; myfelf, to cbuiit hqt; their 
lives dear unto themfelves, if they alfo^majT/fo finiih 
their courfe with joy; And that huil]^k tribulated 
difciple L. H. appears alfo ready to rife triumphant 
above deftth, hell, and the grave : all that is covet- 
ous within me exerts itfelf in the profpeft of the 
joyous fettlements of fuch travailling fouls, in unde- 
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filed manfions where there is no more change. Oh 
that I were but as willing to commit my fpirit into 
the divine haxk], during my refidence in this poor 
frail tabernacle, (where there, is moft need of help) 
as to inherit the rewards of thofe who, through 
more tribulations, more effectual wafhing, and bet- 
ter occupation of their gifts, enter into the joy of 
their Lord ! Well ! dear friend, fear not though 
thou haft made an exchange fo unfuited to thy na- 
tural difpofition in thy prefcnt ftation, He who 
knows the facrifice, becaufe Himfdf preptared it, 
(how little fpever thou mayeft think daetc thyfelf ) 
will pri:>f>ortionably enrich thee^ and prefent thee 
with the bleffings of His goodnefs, and crown thee 
the more with that humility and • fel&aba.*iednef8 . 
whick are fo precion* in His fight. Were it not 
that Heioved us before we loved Him, peitaudvei»- 
ture we might fometimed' think otiff lot A;hard one, 
•and find^feme cauie io def\Kur of His ihefoy, or 
cohcluite that His bolyr eye/ penetrates isotioto our 
lontfome and obfcvrs dwellings (hictwevef'irfiiiied up 
as fpetfl^les to angels said, tojaoen) neither marks 
tl%e 9(iy that we take. That facred prerogative of 
the eiv^riafting Father, of attraAing and .quickening 
the foul, opening and £hutting ^hfi.hoajV6p]y 4i?eafu^ 
ry, is, 1 do believe^ the very i thing. .n^hifb dii^r^u 
that mind wherein jiataeixce has. not bad'jitj^ p^rfedt 
work, though it -is the very^thdng- wiiereiait ought 
to glcfry. .1 / ... . 

1788— My hi&lband aJid I received thy 
letter of affe^on for us> and laxtientation over thy« 

S3 
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A9F. Our mkti% ««re drawn 'MiO aeaff fympadbf 
wiA thieef «iitl we Mie^e that tkis afflidive diipexi* 
£il99ti« '^i» dbfigned lor chy ^ncreafing accepta&ce 
with Ike Fatiber^ fptf«c»9 whokaowsbeft iiow to 
fmrify the veflek of His own houTe. Theie^ thoo 
kiii>wdft» are not onty €o be of gold^ but of beaten 
goM) ift order tp fafldon them accordiog to Hk 
good pleaf«mf and reftder them fit for the infcr^ir 
iion of hoUfieis. Now, mj 4ear friend, as tbf 
lieart'^ 4e£re is to repofe thjkU in the jo^s of 
Ged's A)t*tioii» ettteavowr «> altida that koljr^uii- 
etn&e, ^xdnrehi the dcfafioas of tke ftand cttemy am 
lM0ed, aiMl the triinirtated ffhnlt « ftreiiglbeQed to 
ffBtcive the VitUnikcmf wkh thaiik%iTOigw . Werftne 
l)f b«t£sWe$ veTf weak, and it is fQfliecimea/xoii£^ 
cttt with infinite Wifitom, that^we ftiould be ielt io 
«ddep fenfe thereof thftt no flctfi wcksf^lotfin ifis 
pM&nee; but- that the hunger^ tiie thirft^ and Che 
JbamiliatHm of the ibal, masj be fbfiy piored^ Thece^ 
jbre marvel not, as tfaon^ ibmer moor thing: >1du1 
happened aiito thee. It was the paith whAehtfae 
holf Apoftle was led in, when he docHwedr on his 
oww, and hk brethnen's behalf, that they had the 
fenteiiee df death iir thcmfelT^s, that they flionU 
net truft in thcmfelves, hot in God who raiicth.the 
dead : and we have many inftanees in our feciety m 
thde parts, of Bpright hearted advocates of the 
cfariftian religion being tried with deep poverty of 
fpirit, and difoonragemcnt in the profpeft of the 
Xiord's work, and of their own incapacity to per<f 
-btoh it. We have alfo faiftanoes of thefe hnoniHati^ 
ons tending to root them ' deeper in the experience 
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6f -that fomiatnejital troth, that the true believers 
in iChrift have t^ceii^dan anoi»ting which, abideth 
m them> aod need »ot. tSiat )n4>tber ihould t^ach 
them> but as this £im€ ^iioititing -to^cheth them, 
trhjch ii tfuth, andi^ no' Ik. And beiftg tbws led on 
to & higher degree, of union and fellowfhi^ wkh the 
F^thc£, md with the &on> th^ir qiialificatioas have 
indrea£bdr to endure, for the.pr^cious feed V fafce, the 
WlH^chingSi the fMiiogs, ^^d iht deaths in^uiy^ unto 
irikitfay lac^ording. to our meafure, wq are alU in 
Ai$ mo^bd ftate ^ things, call^» And ; lAai their 
fiidttdiB kave beea- dponed ^ain in the congi^egsftion 
«f itbe^people^ibdyhaipe dtpcaidod the more H&glf 
^tA'MofiiJf.mpon'^^ and the puttings 

ftatbt, aofdrfttsngthening virtue of the Shqpherd of 
ifrdel; : TSms the * exercifed have been benefited, 
and the -Aiiird^s heritage, con^rled. 1 humbly tjiift^ 
tkltttbse&fblsdffings'wiHjrdidt ff om thg^ I^e tribMi^- 
tions; ^ndiantt&ou wikhflve to iay, hitherto the 
iMstd^TlAtKtmzn)iihth'bdffidrAe4 It is to be h^ 
3*Bte«ie4'vben,nfoc want of thefo bafpttfms^f. fpWt, 
a ittperjBciri noDiAry, aad atd^ivhy in the chm^ch firip* 
ink&i fdrv'ltefe «i% Hke Mafts from the vrildernels, 
tohtoh, hiAeadof cherilkingi chill thie hidden life, 
and' famld ra{r in^^the nodiqn^ Jratber thae yi the 
huitibhiig experience' df tme.religidn. It is much 
ii^tteiip to Jtppcarnofchi»g when wi3 are nothing j that 
VKmseylac emjrti^d and <^aQfed from *all felf-love, 
atid learn patience and contentedoods ithtirewith» I 
lalu'te thee in chriftian love and fytnpathy, and as a tri- 
bnlated fellow«*traveller encompaiTed with manifold in* 
firnndesj remain thy fiiend andiifterin the truth. 
S4 
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ift month 1789— My mind has often fecrctly vi- 
fitcd and fympathized with thee, under the various 
and deep exercifes which I do believe have fallen to 
thy lot, in the courf^ of unerring wifdoirt'j but it 
has as often feemed more my buiinefs, thus filently 
to feel thee under the precious influence of that love 
which the children of the one Almighty Father feel 
towards each other, than to be forward in exprefllng 
it. He who has gracioufly called thee out of dark- 
nefs, into his marvellous light, turned his hand up- 
on thee for good, and thus far, fuftained thee thro' 
many refining difpenfations, will not now leave thee, 
when Jordan may rife high, and feem to overflow 
its banks ; but in his own due and appointed time^ 
which muft be waited for, he will divide the waters, 
and difcover to thee, with indifputable clearnefs, a 
way where thou haft feen none ; yea, according to 
His promife to His own feed. He will make dark- 
nefs light before thee, and crooked things ftraight j 
thefe things will he do unto thee, and will not for^ 
fake thee. I <hiiik I know, (if I am dipped into a 
* right fenfe of thy ftate) that the enemy of all good is 
exceedingly envious againft the precious life, or feed 
of the kingdom, which is divinely intended, through 
fuSering, to be fo brought into dominion, as to efta- 
bli(h thee in the liberty of the childrfen of God, 
whereby thy ufefulnefs in the church, in this dark 
and cloudy day, will encreafe. Like the woman that 
brought forth the man-child, feei\,by John in the vi- 
flon of light and life, thou mayft have to flee into 
the wildernefs for prefervation, bccaufe of the perfe- 
cutions of the dragon, and the floods he may be pcr- 
initted t6 pour out of his mouth. His enmity re- 



Mzci^erifh this cxccUeiMfttj-^^^^, i^^^ej^ear^J^n 
ffclEsU, and to liye..go41y m;,Ch^ft, Je^^^^a^jwfj^^^- 

V iyi?*^^9Wi4 1 apdinfini^^tions;, bift, the Roc^^ of. ages 

[jr^^foffm^ tp be tl5p^.f€fu,g^,. ^and <4S their tribji^late^ fpi- 

^ ir^ts^eiKleavMr to^jcetire hercj^ and place no c^nfid^nce 

^ j^B^jthe flefli, noti^ithftanding it m,ay })c yrith fpre con- 

^^ift they gaip thi^ fure dwelling place, ^j^hey will, be 

•apiply rewarded, ^nd/havc, in humility pf^ fou], to 

, rejoi);^ in the impregps^blen^fs of the defenjce,, and to 

^^^gpifj^ft^e pow^r ttu'ough whicjh.aU t}ii|ig^are.ppf^ 

^^bk. Wii?Lteifer has a tend^acy tp fut)je£t» a^d^ re^ 

^ dv|ce the creatijrelj pa^t.ip^us, hojjrpver bitter^ks 

,/gj^x^ti5^4?iay be, js gratefvUy^o bc^j^f^elycdj]bj^,the 

.. upjrigh.t foul, a^ one of the. means whereby tfie ^dop- 

,4:ipn^j;ag(J.^mheritance„yjF the^g|orip»s promi|^^^of the 

^ofpel, i^, attain^^jv aflid on^^, of. ^ofe. bitter things 

jyh j^h to, the truly hungry foul i& fweet* Therefore, 

.^-t rif^e, fay yi^to, thee, k^ not, thy God is with thee, 

, ^^^jyjlljyfprVfor thep, as thou art willing to havf ^U 

t^p rffiftajipice of thy ipatur« tpe^ery of hi» hqly; re^ 

; c^i^^ions^ wroiight upop ^and fubdped, in tlie day 

■ pf Ji^is ppjwer.. Tlie puil^ are to live by faithy that 

£lith Jjhich gives the viftory,/ and j triumphs, oyer 

.{J^et^th, hell, and the grave, Mayft thou fight t^^ 

good fight thereof j and nifiy. I be thy companioif,, in 

this neceflary warfare 5 , that fo the attacj$:$ of pur 

granfi adverfary ijppn fujch ^cjbtrifti?t^. yirtiup^ as hay^ 

^een - mercifully cpjpicejivpd in q}^ fouls,., n>ay all be 

rendered fruftrate ; and we abidinff under the facred 

influence of the powerful .wcfrd pf ^gatien^?,. maj often 



394 EXTRACTS tkom 

h»¥e our f^^rkual eye opciKed to look befdnd the 
things which are ieeo, to the things nv^ich are not 
ieei^} and for this joy fet before us, couQt not our lives 
dear uoto ourfeWes^ neither k>ve thenx unto detth 1 
Though mj heart, as 1 faki in the beginnings has 
fccretly vifited and fainted thee, yet I had no thought 
of exprefEng fo much on thcfc folemn fubjcfts, when 
I took up mj pen ; but only juft to convince thee 
that thou haft in me (though I acknowledge I was 
reftraiiied in thy company lately from ihewixtg it) 
a fympathizing friend and fifter, according to my 
meafure. Though^ dear friend, we may be led in 
£lent travail, and as by the gates of hell and death, 
yet let us remember, that this is the way in which 
infcnitable wifdpm has ever led his redeemed children 
in all ages. 

ift month 1789 — ^There are feafons wherein the 
Bridegroom of foul^ withdraws himfelf, or, as t^ 
the fenfible enjoyment of his facred foul-enriching 
prefence, is taken away, and then the childreii of 
the bride-chamber cannot but faft and mourn : and 
as I do believe thou art one of thefe, thou muft 
karn more and more to endure hardnefs^ and to 
bear fuch difpenfations with chriftian fortitude, in 
that hope which anchors the foul on the invifible 
Rock of ages. That which is feen is not hope, and 
therefore, remember that this is the feafon wherein 
ihy confidence in almighty h€lp, thy faith, patience^ 
and fervent charity, 2»>e to be tried, rather than 
when the bridegroom is obvioufly with thee, when 
Uioa canft not fail to rejoice. 
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2d moiUfe i'j&^-^Thj letter addrefled to my huf- 
band, M; D,. and myfelf, was very fatisfaftoi-y 
to lis; as we found thereby that the precious unity 
ofthfe'fpirit was merciFully preferved in thy mind 
and ours, notwithftanding our remote fituation, 
and our 0\^n peculiar impediments to the -growth of 
this immortal plant. *We all feel, .^t times, our 
faith to be clofely tried, and this hath been the ex- 
perience of thofc in all ages who were preffing after 
a city which hath foundations; the fpirit of this 
world, and the corruptions of bur own nature, with 
great fubtllty, oppofe the government of the Son of .' 
Peace in the heart, wherein the unity of the one fpi- 
rit confifts. Thefe enemies of our own houfes, are 
the great objefts of the fpiiritual war; and as we 
maintain that by the aid of fpiritual weapons, our 
faith will grow ftronger by its manifold ptovings, 
and a viftorious fight will at laft abundantly comperi- 
fatfe for every affliftive difpenfttion, and conflift df 
foul. Let patience then have its perfeft work, that 
thou mayft «< he perfeft and entire, (as faith the 
Apoftle) lacking nothing/' Many friends here, who 
love you in the truth, have fympathized with you on 
account of your late profpeft of fuffering, concern- 
ing what foihe of yoii apprehend to be the law of 
your God ; and your relief therefrom is equally re- 
joicing. Is it not caufe of humble thankfulnefs, that 
tome weak minds are spared from giving public de- 
monftratibh of their fidelity to the chriftian religion, 
at a time when, peradventurfe, their faith therein 
was not ftrong enough to be accdmpVnied by fuch 
works ? A query of this fort to themfelves ought 



39<5 EXTRACTS from 

deeply to convince them of thb renewed obligation 
they are under to their heavenly Father, ^ whofe 
eyes run to and fro iix the earth, beholdingithe evil 
and the good; and that nothing fliort of hicreafing 
faithfulncfs to known duty, and watcliftililfefs there- 
unto in fpirit, can render them approved in the fight 
of fo gracious a Being* We are gfltd lo believe 
there are finccre-hearted men and womeii amdngft 
you ; may thefe be of one heart and one mind^ walk. 
ing " by the fame rnle, and" minding: the fame 
thing," gathering together in the facred Name, and 
diligently waitkig therein the time which in£nite wif- 
dom prcfcribes, (though in ever fach^ humiliation to 
the creature) before the people*s minds are* dtmm to 
outward teflimonies. Oh ftrengthen OA^- pother in 
this holy exercife ! It is eflential forgofpel minifters 
to experience ; that therein the fpirit« may be tried, 
every transformation of the enemy judged down, 
and the fulFering feed of the kingdom only exalted. 
If this redudUon of felf, and HI ftififh working, 
were the objeft of your ftrong and feeble members, 
your aflemblies would be folemn, your feeding 
would be upon the bread of life, and your fouls 
would worfliip imd adore the divine Prefence, which 
delights to dwell in you, and amongft you. Tty ac- 
count of the young people's faithfuhlefs was accepta- 
ble •, and, with thee, « I xrifli it may be a fincere 
ftep towards virtue.''' Hearing of the two marriages 
likely to be fo' agreeably accompliihed, is alfo plea- 
fant ; and I hope that the refleftion will be laftingly 
comfortaidc to the patties when their minds are 
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growing U9d^ the toflutm^tiiof )bf»^Mdy,5d^^ jand 
in obedi€©ei9»fi) tlie.jwr©iiiorChrift> : yit. /.- 

Od I90l^th,/!l789rrrlfiy<m {Mf.\kntW}%hAifiM^^ of 
oui:mind$, afltdJifi^WiCH^ly; Acy:«bay^becibii>f:<i»pied 
fince OMf parting bom ym». Ifafn.r^a4y?^<^:P«rt»iie, 
thai fometinics you could ^h^rdly have r^fiiiWked ftipm 

. drs^ping us a wocd in feafoiau . P^l^p^ jt-is ielf-U^ve 
trhioh dine As to thia vein'oCcQnfolttiQn;; .^wb 'hunger 
afteirlftnfibla.^aytDenls^ which getieraUyj^mnQifefts . 
itfelf CO bp infadablfij.and the focdiogjof Which fel- 
doniTifkr^ngthon^ the D0Q|:.attd>g|ro«gd)rOf tmjfr dhfif- 
tian fdlowftuip* It ^ has: been oui; J^^^.. a^(| J :,4<^bt 
nol.hut it has been yours, fincc we. iaw- .^a^ cither, 

^ to ^pai^ through trials inward and p;utw^tf^,^ wherein 
nothing fhoxt of the Arm of Omnipotence c:ouldj,pro;- 
St^]f fij^ain and br4i)g through : O I that q^r faith 
^ay be ftrengthened in it ^ that as our race wiU icon 
be run^ we may, during ita humiliating courfe, invar 
riably purfue the one thing needful. Then will our 
ftepS) amidft the hrier$ and. thorns of th^ iworld, 
and all the chilling blails of it^ipifk^ be rew:ar.ded in 
the riches of the mercy of (i^Qi,, who trod thti path 
before us. I remember th^.unjity v^e ffcrp £^ypured 
t6 feel in our littk feryic<^> aQ4 the un^^err)i;Lpte4 
harmony of our connexion as companions ; sufvcjihef^ 
things have left upcm my mind imprq^Bpns t09 facred 
to be loft in forgetfulnefs. Infield qf their xlying, I 
think of late they have been replex^ifhed with a de- 
gree of the beft Ufe : and as we endeavpur ilmply to 
move in.ith$ lots afBgned us by our all-wife Creator^ 
however diftant our outward dwellings may be, the 
immortal part will not fail to affimilate us in the pre« 
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dtnis covenant of love and life. It is a wonderful 
union, which chriftian travdlcrs teftjoy, when they 
meet one atiothcr ift fplrh. iThoogh thdi* comnmni- 
cations be n^urnful, yet underftandiHg each other *s 
• language, And being companions, they arc fencbu- 
raged and ftrengthened thereby, to proteed oh theh: 
jottmey towai^s a city which hath fdundatibni, 
whofe peace is everlafthig. 

3d month 1789 — The precious evidence of peace, 
ss one of thofc rvitt atid Valuable flowers, thaft 
feem in danger of irithbringv^ith too much difplay 
in the open srir. The fliade^ wt are fometime^ fa- 
voured to rehire to, when the world may judge us Hi 
its ovrn fiuAnating fpirit : ^ when thou ptayeft, ci»- 
tef int6 the clofct and fhut the door," ftc. 

3d month i-^Sp — It Is a very low time with me- 
There are few I bdteve that need fuch baptifms ais 
ttiyfclfi and therefore It is, no doubt, beftfor mfe to 
ht^ thtin as quietly ahd profitably As I ikh. Hi 
with whom #c have to do, afflifts not Willingly thfe 
thildten of men, and therefore, if oiir afiliftiohs 
*fe not of our 6wn bringing oil, they are a part of 
iSie work of that rightcoufhcfs which ^oduces ^i- 
ttnift attd affurahce for eveir. Wfe muft not expeft 
46 paft thsrough the prefettt vale 6f tear^, whhoui 
biiatiiig dbr prope^tioii of fuflferirig, for the body*« 
fcke, Atld thdfe abafements which are fo neceflarj^ 
Ibl' 6vit oWn preftrvatibri ift the truth. Wh^fefort 
tet *is be patient, and eftafelifti otit hearts, that fo 
Mt thay not be ihoted or turned aWay from the hope 
bt the gofpel, but through all, ftand in iht faith 
that tke day of flie Lord drawcth high- We 
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often find, to tlic mortification of the cf eatur e, thsit 
time^ and feafons are not at our cotnmandi nor even 
for OS always to know: it is the divine prerogative to 
difppfe of themi and the human m'nid is taught 
thereby it$ own dependency^ and driven in queft of 
that faith by which the juft live. Faith removes our 
4oubts> anchors the foul when upon the fluduating 
waters of uncertainty, " is the very fubftance of things 
hoped, for, and the evidelitce of things not feen/' 
Fighft, my beloved friend, the good fight thereof, and 
five no place to the accufer ; fo will thy pofieffion of 
this hcjavenly gift increafe, thy ofiPerings will conti- 
nue to, be acceptable, and viAory become fealed to 
the^ wben the combat is ever* 

3d month 1789-^If thou and I arc really fa»- 
vot^red with the precious evkle&ce of gofpel uiiion> 
let us be tenacious of its purity. On thy part, do 
not fail to " exhort wd reprove with all authority," 
even when t^e, deceitftflnefs of my heart judges itfelf 
better than it is. What fignifies that part in u$ 
which cannot inherit the kingdom i I cannot fa^ 
that I am light hearted, though it k comfortable t6 
believe thy burdens decreafe ; nor do I Wifli to caft 
:i gloom upon, and cloud that iky, which, iftet 
mu<;h tempeftuous weather, ai^d a frequent opprei^ 
five atmosphere, may aitraA the ftrengthened fight 
to greater hrights of elearnefs and puiity, than, iii 
feme paft feafons, the nature of things wiould al- 
low. I congratulate thee as one, not only beholding 
the vifipn^ but gradually and effe^ally stfcending 
the ladder which reaches from earth to heaven ; oil 
whicby methinks, the defcending angeh arc fenf tt> 
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ftrengtlien poor weary pilgrims. I^aj^ I be tl>7 cppv- 
panion i not fo much for the fake of thy company^ 
though that is truly pleafant, as £or the glorious ^eft 
within the pearl gates, when, the tril)ulated fteps to 
it (hail for ever ceafe. I .hdiQTe I do not fo fr&- 
.4}uently write to any one on this {fA>jc€t as, to thy»- 
fdf 9 and I would not have thee, .thi^nk: tbait; ^y con- 
verfation is proportionably in heaven,m^; , Thfie prof- 
pedb animate the foul} but ^e (Ulcouragcpients 
an4 perf0((utions from that which i^ jx)rn of tl^ 
fleflij ffiem as if they would drag, PfCfj ^ho^ ^^^ 
S9U(m.mfiO the mire smd the clay ^th^ ^gf^S^ 
P*^* . ,.-.;*'» '^^lirx'.liolir 

^:, fthpjonth 1789—11 juft occwjrcd t<s|ng ^ ^j^ 
jiflh^^c P^^ that probably these i&a.grea;tfr fimila- 
fM iVI.<>Ui* .^evci£^ than we s^q, g^n^^^X ^"^^^ 
j^ ^sd perhaps we are oken&fziipjfpi^ 'fm> fe^IB^ 
thyiOBC vlith tanothcr than we are capable irfrj^^F- 
ceivjng.. ^iUUgious fympathy is I am perfuade/i ^ 
;gr^ myfteiy. The apoftl? fought ^;$^ filJU up t^ 
:iffeich(i^ipaine4 (of his .portion) of f}^ ftiffcrings of 
.Oxtiikf fsr.Msu^ churl's fake*, 9^d n^ft^ wet J^^^ like 
ininded residing: thofe baptifqis, which k|t;^c^^ 
'isl^iaj^lojinihipjwith the. efie<Shial fufferi^xgn of the 
ljanib»-attd ^vi^rk in us a conformity to '{:ii$, death ; 
therein qualifying, through the power of His refur- 
rildion,^ to de)aonftrat^, that they are not OQ}y for 
pur own, but alfa for^ the church's fake. Under 
thefe 4ii[pcnfations^ can we-^fail, at times, of feeling 
ourfelyes. alone ? We Ihould not be exerc;ifcd ac- 
cording to our meafures, in hi& tribulated path, if, 
in the awfirl moment when the crucifixion of our 
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wills is approaching, our aiTociates and friends ftood 
around us with the cup of confelation } no ! it were 
his enemies then who, hafteding. their o^n deftrucr 
tion, pierced him, and miniftertd the vmegar and 
the gall. Let us then feize the comparifon for our 
humiliation. Chrift in us can unfeal the myftcry, 
and amidft His holy leadings in the regeneration^ 

.can renew the drooping mind wUh *the confoling 
language t>f,-<< fear not, greater is He that is in 
you, than he that is in the world." I wifii that, thy 
mind may be encouraged, without unprofitable cea- 
foning, to labour onward in the hidden paths and 
pilgrimage of the Jew inward. Thou haft put thy 
hand to a good work, for which^ I do belike thoo 
art chofen; The enemy of all good, wfll, sui ftir- 

:merly, feek to deftroy the immortal birth, and not 
fail to caft forth floods out of his mouth, and re- 

. prefent them to be the miniftration of juft condem* 
nation. To be prefcrved from this attack upon thy 
befi life, peradventure thou mayeft be induced to 
flee into the wildernefs, where methinks I now vifit 
thee, and where thou wilt not be fofiered to fall ; 
but thou wilt be fuftained with the bread which the 
world knows not of, and come forth in the appointed 
time, more and more weaned from all humian de- 
pendencieSf 

5 th month 1789 — Few fources of comfort^ pre- 
fented at the opening of thefe mixed afftmblics, and' 
uhlefs the one great fource of light and purity pro« 
duces to the believers the newnefs of the fpirit, they 
cannot but faft ; and well is it for them, when, to 
their fafting, they can acceptably add mourning* 
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"For ray part» I ha^e in gieA«^«l thro' the t^iatk 0i 
^hie fktings df this mee^ng (^hidi are tnoftly gone 
through) 4dt myfelf foinediii% Ute fibury, Dvho fak 
ffl the bleffed Maker's iepukiirc» wkh a la&gttage 
fimilar tb that of ^< they have «tk^ sfvvtay my Lord, 
<«nd I knew »ot trhere n^ ha^e laid iiim." -T& 
thy fyiiipacbet^ oMids this Any be aTdfficieiit dv- 
fcripfeiOR how things iaa^ igone i«lth thy Sairak 
Gitibb. Peihjpf -hi twt taft fllil$<in^e)ftt*OT 6SM9M^ 
^fior fometimea we are fi^y %ried tb th^ %ft> ?ite 
joyfiil tfdtegB «iay filhfte the tf^rkuzl elT) «'^hy 
LorS IS rffeti, and b^K>M ht ^<9&th 4>efere thlfg.^'^ 
Mds la ikb cttfwti of aH 'm^ tie^kingi^ ^Ms is^ thfc 
taeiKng of liphkh the iatOxtc inwfft e«» ^chn^fA^A^ 
HAif ^Bwai'tfay* It 4s a tee#4e%e wldl^ lft^d« 
)>tt%tli aot np ; atod nm^ Tk «(xot that l^Nifdf, that 
fallen fon ^the tnoming, is fetidng to uMrttd^ ^ad 
Ibmetitties does kitnsde 'hkfiTfetf ;» aitd l^t¥a^ %he ^H- 
trary mind to ibme tnotintain of ielf exaftati6t), 
j) crad te n t u re^ the manifeftatioits tmd itt:i^f<»latioti$^f 
the Spirit, wotiM inorie tiftcn, ^ktA^Htort ^ ^ jf?fe fclM3y 
abound amongft the LordV vtfited - alii ad^ed 
thlMren. « Feed itoe then with food ttet^nfefit 
for met left I b^ f«U *^ ^«^y *hee :?* O deOtme 
rcfignation ! - / 

5th month 17.89N-I was forry to hear that thy 
mind was fttU hifo dej€a:fed a ftatbw Caulfes-forfi« 
tuattons of this fort cannot always be comprehended 
by -us, arid therefore we otight to be catieftil hdw w^ 
conclude that they either are, of -are not, ifr the or- 
dering ^f beft W^ftiom. Onfe thtiig howif*%r lt«>rds 
confolatton to the truly-' contrite mind s^ %hat all 
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likingi fhaU work together for food to tfanfe. Vfbo 
love and fear God. As I do beUeve^ thou art oibb 
«f tihofe^^ and thbt thou fincerdy ddir^ zi& to 
iralk acceptabfy befcre Him, learn more and mort^ 
fotieQtly ^Lod thankfidly, to Tecdve from HU hdy 
handy ^aitfoeiver He appomts or permits, as 4M^ 
pen&tiona inrhkh lie only can £uifttfy. it Is a foit 
of f dsbool the mind has to «nter lato^ when ienfiUe 
of H$ own itt&rsutiest it puriBies the things of thie 
kingdom^ and die knowledge bow to dikem tfaoii 
-iro^-theimyfteriom workii^ and cogitaimB ef /eor« 
rtipt 4eif>; It hais maaiy kffoos t& learn, hwrd toiflefli 
«Qd Irtoiidi sand perfa«pft;oneitkf the-moft diSbsuit'^^ 
^^Moifc oMhifig too hard» aothkig too near cr detv 
to part with, for lbs 4ake of the prize hi view. And 
iMre wc thetonghly to kam it^ I bottcre it woidd 
xiq$^ ,«9. mch many aainible 9nd piPofilaUk . difpoiti^ 
ons, which nwraninng Ifraelites have feUom timie tf» 
difoDver* 

^h momh iTSp-^Thou art often verf fteftr and 
tiear to me ^ and I have fek it nenewedly during the 
coHrfe of the exercifing meetkigs we have had here : 
for tr«e Jov« foinetimes fprings «p^ and attraAs onr 
attention to focne fufivring objeQ;, wbe<i %e ^e rea« 
dy to think ourfc! ves deftitute of its fetrcd virttre^ 
and too much fcattered in mind from its hidden track 
livingly to convcrfe with it. So, my dear friend, it 
has often been with me fince we faw each other ; be- 
lieving that thou haft trials peculiar to thyfelf, and 
peradventure, art too much ckprefled therewith. 
Let not any difcouragemem fink jthee below an holy 
confidence, that the everldftang Arm.is uadenaeath^ 
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and that, if thou *' deal thy bread to the hungry^ 
and thy water- to the thirfty foul, thy light fhall 
break forth out of obfcurity, and thy darknefs be- 
come as the noon day/' Believe not the moil fubtle 
'iniinuationi that thy pafiage through life will conti- 
nue thorny as it is ; for it is in the deceivablenefs of 
runrighteoufnefs that thefe things are fuggefled to us, 
in order to remove us from that ftedfaftnefs and hope 
•of the gofpel, in whicli vifited minds are d^gned to 
be eftablifhed. 

• 7th tnonth 1 789— My heart amd eyes have been 

afrefli affeded by a lively revival of days that are paft: 

days of fore tribulation^ when the old heavetis and 

old earth were paffing away, and a capacity ^unb^got- 

tentorejoioeinthedifeovcry of the new. Yea, they 

were days when the battle was' hot between flefh and 

. fpurit 5 and for want of being accuAofiaed tdUhe wea- 

:fons of warfsife, mind and l}ody were wearied^ and 

the vitah of both nearly overcome. Whfen I re- 

fle£t upon the kindne& of infinite gobdnds ^^y 

. wayfe manifefted to ray wefak ftdt^-, and the ingr^i- 

. tttde^of my heart, I wonder at the long forbearance, 

. and continued eSufioBis of the xjuickening and pwh 

fying virtue of the Imfiaortal WoM : I wonder at my 

prefentJaackwardnefs in the chriAiai^ life^ and uiy 

want 6f.2eal in the purfuit of the one thing needful. 

May thy bofom fxi^nd aqd thyfelf, be foi helpful and 

blefied to leach other, as,- itf' the facred xovenant 

wherein ye suns bound, unitedly to flxetch forth your 

hand% unfettered by any thing of your ciwn, and let 

another bind, or gird you, even though f^m 'may be 

carried thereby whither ye would not. The inex- 
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prcffibly near unity and aflFe£tfon \<^Kich. I felt with, and 
for yoprrfpirits, in our l^te and fhort juTiSdoUy lias left a 
iWeet; and confolmg favom* .behind ; which now, and 
fometimes> when a di^Jsetot Influence would prevail, 
fpripgs up ^ under -^Ji^threfhold of the door, and 
rife6 l^U'it/b^cQrnfflta rWcr,* 'trlwh my ocftem tried 
n\\ndi t^^^fnr^ly r<ejcM?f3$ and fwim$ ii>*> . • Count not 
yx]^ iJyf&^idear.:Mn|:<) ywrfeiv^sji wl^a called^fior at 
ypiftrJb^^^j %n4,¥fb?tt pert, labour after. traii<|iiiiity 
of foul ; remembering, that, however little and poor 
ye aiay;l;>?^ ye-f:ann9^, t)y tafei^^eyer fo.mttcfe riiOHjjht, 
a,4d o^ c»,^it tQ.ywir ftature. But jc€%5atftm:}Wyi 
fs^'a gift* . .Qhitbat.ye may cQvet theieft gifts?!; for it 
i9,,aw5.wft have itibfiu in. vi^w, and ^r^ for, tbeua, ac- 
x^ii^ing to th^xj^ivid qf the. fpirit* ^b^ti-F^j^JOCf^ve. . . 

^ 3^Jx.fl:|Q^, J 7^9-r-Tbou-, jwt, . d^or.ftie^d, :^n ^^ 
ije-^irril(^ep:.in jpay hea^t, wb^re I. ft)«i\eti;?>e3 read jUbee, 
Bffd tby-n^^Wrnfelj hm^blfe ftepplngs. wi|:h joy ; ^on^ 
fifteptj^.^ft)y the,, divine oComfBfindj to rjejoici^.in Ja^is 
j^^, cr;j^tiWf .P^/»^hiGh, in infinJtA. n^fcy, tbpu.aK 
Jt^WlHy ^.B^JJt ijhaj»i?|g knawn ojid^tbinss to^pafs/a*^ 
wayd.^syid.fiewfi pi^?^ |p ,be. brougl:^:.i«i where. itbe 
J'igfee$wfn^6i<rf thexr^ature k beheld to be wifilthy 
Tiigt^ *nd;i5whe.re the rlglit^eouft*efs.jttf Godi^3liel;obe- 
dieiisa o£ ftitl^^dtweUs. .nhctitcAmtll^ ^zAA moore.and 
XDore:; aboimd in 1 thy expertcnc]e|i.:for .thereby tliy 
fire0gt]pk will. enc|^ei2%.;jaod/>nQtfaing$L. Jitjdmne ip- 
pQinmkent, wiU be. found ^0 ,l»K^d; fbp. thee ;to ^r<r 
forwui: (Initcae.iimplfctty^its) Jtean .upon and' follow 
the BeloFied^of fouH, i$a.woiiid)eFforprefervatio^iifrom 
that reafi^D^ing^ and^vatQ confultatiou with flefh and 
blood, which diftra^ts the mind) and- often caufes it 
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tx> err from the faith. It is true our fpiritual guide, 
Sar wife purpofes, conceals himfelf from us, the 
bridegroom is taken awa]r, and th^n the difciples^ 
cannot but mourn ; and better it is for them that 
thtj fhould mourn, than enter into the remoteft 
confederacj with his enemy againft him, call in 
queftion His manifeftations, and doubt whether He 
is to us that friend, of whom He has given us, in 
broad day light, IMng proofs. An unbelieving'. 
heart is a temptation moft fubtle, and often very 
plaufibly prefented. Beware of it, dear friend ! Be 
not afraid to have thy foolifhnefs for ChriiV's fake 
perfected; for His gofpel, which is the power of 
God unto falvation to all them that believe, is a- 
fund of requifites for the chriilian traveller ; from 
the babe's to the ftrong man's food, the cloathing of 
the lilies in the heavenly garden, to the accoutre*- 
ments and vi<Sh>rious armour of the Lamb's foldiers. 
Fear not therefore, though thou be a child, and^ 
fJsem to thyfelf that thou canft not go ; for the* 
Lord hath anointed thee, and will therefore ftrength- 
en thee for Hrs work, and feed thee with food con-* 
▼en tent for thee. 

8th month 1 789 — You are very often remembered^ 
by me in fiflerly fympathy and'affe£lion, though feU 
dom told of it ; and I truft that nothing relating to» 
my (Hence will bo abte to make different impreffions. 
I -find it very difficult in our large family^ and amidft 
other duties than thofe which relate to it (thougb 
but few of them comparatively fall to my lot,) to fitf 
down and quietly converfe with my friends ; and yet 
they come upon, or rather arrefi^ my ffientol attend 
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tion» 'wheniiathc very thkk o£ cares and' anxiotiea $) 
ibthal I kope the invifible intercourfe of kindred! 
ipirits^ is leis dependent upon outward and vifiblo 
figns, than; we fometimes imagine ; and perad-ven*^ 
tpre, the mo^ne we lopk beyond the things that aref 
feen,. to the things that are not feen, the more we 
then poiTefs the very thing which our naturesr 
prompt; us t^ toil- for. Neverthelefs, as a fecondary 
confolation> it is lawful thus to commune. You© 
lai^ joint epiftle was to me a pleafant repaft, though 
ibme of it& ingredients were bitter herbs : you k^ow 
£p weU how, in every new difpenfation, to look to 
** the great firftcaufe," and to wait for that fsmfti- 
fication> of the Spirit, which caufeth all things to 
work toget^iei: for good to them that love Him, that 
it feems unnecefiary for me to remark upon it; aa 
entire freedom clothes my mind refpefting you i 
yea, aaod I naay add, ^ belief that your bkteTci\ cup» 
will be fweetfioed in the due and appointed time. 
To wait for that^ has. often bcenv hard duty to th« 
baflinefs of my^ dcfires. But were . wc net to be fo 
excrcifed; where or hoiw could we obtains profitable 
eieperience in the chriftian's path ? how could we 
live by faith^ when all things w;ere accountable to us ? 
dr when arrive at the quiet and fafe harbour of 
pure refignation, if the fix>rtns of carnal reafoning 
were newer to rife ? There is a. great and an attain** 
able purity in that ftate of mind, which forbears tf 
judge ev^ti in its own caufe ; whkh^ in fingleneft^ 
caifts its burden upon the Lord, and accepts every 
permijtted' tribulation and chaflafement, as a renewed 
teA,^ aAoptioD, and-evklience. of ouv. being intends 
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ed to be joint heirs with Chrift ; and therefore 
bound and induced, by the unfailing mercies of 
God, to follow through all, our holy Head ; and by 
the increafe of his fpirit, not to fear humbly to 
breathe the language of Abba, Father. I look' up 
with an emulotis eye, to an experience which I ge- 
nerally live far fhort of: but let us prefs forward, 

for we fhall reap if we faint not. You are a 

coUedtion of chofen veflels at that place. Oh fufier 
not the enemy to put in. his cloven foot amongft 
you, for he mars the pureft defigns ; and to fruftrate 
the gfacious intention, of the Lord's children being 
helpmeets to each other, is one of his m&ft fubtle at- 
tempts. When there are ftorms at fea, vefTels are often 
fcattered, and hid one from another; perhaps all 
equally tofied : but there is a voice which both winds 
and waves obey, and which unites them again. Have 
faith in it, and wait for it, and ye fhall do well. 

8th month 1789 — As children of the fame family^ 
I believe it allowable for us to commune together at 
times, as we walk in the way and are fad ; for, me- 
thinks, tie mafter Has herein joined himfelf to us, 
and I truft will gracioufly continue to do fo, as we 
hold fail our integrity, and become more and more 
Ikilful in lamentation. Elijah, in a time of deep re^ 
volt, thought himfelf alone, and faw Ifrael with an 
eye clouded by difcouragement, till He who knows 
HI things revealed to him his own prefervcd fe^d* 
In the word rf eternal life only, is certainty. Well ! 
they that feared the Lord fpake often one to ano- 
ther : I look at thee, dtar friend, as having very 
few to fpeak to who underftatid the Hebrew toiigu^^ 
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one of the chai-afteriftics of many in this day who 
are called chriftians h, that they are half Jew and 
half Aihdod i but even at this be not too forrow- 
ful: «* when father and mother forfake thee, the 
Lord will take thee up/* and become Himfelf the 
itij^Uer of all thy wants. Who knows but Me may 
make thee an inftrument for the turning of many to 
a'pni^ language, and inducing them to call upon the 
facred name, the refuge and fanftuary of the righte- 
'Dus ; that fo they may be preferved in the fecret 
places of the Almighty, until His indignation be 
overpaft. Be a faithful watchman ; yea be willing 
and thankful to become the moft menial in the fpiri- 
tual family. This humility will, with the blefGng, 
infure thy prefervation, and' at times furnifh thee 
with that bread of eternal life, which the world 
knows not of. 

pth month 1785 — I wifh we could more frequent- 
ly converfc upon our various concerns, believing that 
each of us finds them at times awfully important, 
and attended with their peculiar perplexities. A 
little company in fuch paths has a cheering effeA, as 
it feldom happens, in the right ordering of things, 
that all are finking under difcouragements together ; 
and therefore they can the better fpeak comfortably 
Vhen (bme one or other fenfibly pofTelTes the preci- 
ous gift of faith, which peradventure all are never- 
thelefs living by. 

My head often feems dropping below water; 
yea, there are feafons when the billows aAually 
pafs overj and, through unutterable mercy, they 

T 
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do pafs over, and beyond the prefent trials. Sowing 
as in tears, in the variety of ground which we ^d 
amongft the children, my ftrength gets renewed 9 
and my foul begotten again to a lively hope, that in- 
finite kindnefs will, in His own time and way, blels 
our feeble endeavours to prepare fubjeAs for the 
kingdom of the Prince of peace. It is little we can 
do ; but that little let us labour to perform accepta- 
bly to the Almighty Father, and leave the world to 
gaze upon us, and judge of us, as it may : for when 
we take its fentiments into confideration, or put 
them in competition with •ur foul's peace, it is like 
tliat falfe balance which is an abomination to the 
Lord ; whereas the juft weight (an implicit attention 
and obeidience to divine requifition) is His delight. 
I wifli, dear friends, that your hands may be 
ftrengthened, in the faithful difcharge of your duty 
towards the numerous family you prefide in : for the 
more you ere£t the ftandard of truth there, the 
more your fervices in foci^ty will encreafe; and 
what is ftill better, the deeper your fpirits will get 
in the undefiled confolations of the humble fol- 
lowers of Jefus. Thcfe are worth fuffering for, 
^nd they abound in proportion to our tribulations for 
His fake. 

9th month 1789— I am truly glad thou ftands fo 
dedicated to pour water on the hands of this fweet 
fpirited friend ; believing fuch a difpofition, conceiv- 
ed in the integrity of the heart, is often acceptable 
to, and bleiled by, the good Spirit which renews 
the hope of the humble, and revives the minds of 
the contrite one». Let not the ufual difcourage- 
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Hcnts to thefc little furrcnders, fo prevent thee from 
following on to the full performance, as to rob thee 
of the reward of enriching peace, and the increale of 
thy experience in the work whereinto thou art, be- / 
yond all doubt to my mind, rightly introduced. 
Having put thy hand to the plough, it is not now a 
day for thee to look back. " Remember Lot's wife," 
has often been an inftruftive caution, and lefTon of 
peculiar inftru£lion to my mind, when in danger of 
giving up my fpiritual travail, and, rather than dif- 
tinguiih myfelf from thofe to whom my fteppings 
appeared fooliflineis, tempted in the bittemefs of .my 
fpirit, to fay, « I will fpeak no more in thy name." 
The old heavens and the old earth will (I truft) yield 
thee no more of their forbidden delights *, and there- 
fore, how unwife would it be, through an iniperfeA 
obedience, to deprive thy tribulated fpirit of that un- 
defiled rejoicing, which is peculiar to the new crea- 
tion of God. I mean not, by this folicitude refpeft- 
ing thee, to be the means of promoting an activity 
from under the renewed influence of pure wifdom, 
or even the premature difclofing of openings into the 
undoubted myfleries of the kingdom ; for it is a great 
but neceflary attainment, to know how to keep the 
Lord's fecrets, and when to reveal them. But a tru- 
ly resigned and humble ftate of mind is a continual 
facrifice, and will produce the fruit of the Spirit 5 fo 
that I wifh for thee and myfelf, that this root of the 
matter may be found in us 5 then, as fteady and uni- 
form travellers we fliall gain ground in the new and 
living way ; and leaving the things that are behind^ 
T a 



412 EXTRACTS from 

fliall reach forth to thofe that are before, havmg our 
eye fingle unto Jefus, who alfo took up the crofs and 
defpifed the fliame. 

loth month 1789— I feel myfclf nearly interefted 
m thine and thy wife's welfare, and am pleafed with 
every renewed capacity to fympathize with you in 
(pirit, knowing, that if you dwell in that faith which 
overcomes the world, you muft often experience 
trials of it, and, for its refinement, be baptized into a 
fenfe of your own weaknefs ; perhaps fo much fo, as 
to acknowledge, with the holy Apoftle, that we have 
the fentence of death in ourfelves, that we ihould 
not truft in ourfelves, ** but in God who raifeth the 
dead." If this is your exercife, be encouraged to 
faithfulnefs herein. There are many who willingly 
cry, hofanna to him who cometh in the name of the 
Lord, but who are not bound enough in heart to the 
pure feed of divine light, to watch and to fuffer with 
it, at a time when there is no form nor comelinefs 
in it ; and when it feems no otherwife to operate in 
the foul than by making the creature abhor itfeif. 
Thefe take not that root in religion, and have not 
that holy communion or fellowfhip with the Father ' 
and with the Son, which qualifies the watchful chrif^ 
tian foul undoubtedly to know when good cometh ; 
to rejoice in themfelves, and not in another; yea, 
and to bear teftimony, in the quickening virtue of 
truth, that the Lord is rifcn. I greatly defire thy prc- 
fervation, dear friend, believing that thou art defigned 
for an inftrument in the Lord's hands, to carry on hi$ 
work, his great and marvellous work, amongft a bcr 
nighted and rebellious people, and to be the means^ 
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in the little focicty thou art joined to, of drawing 
them, by thy example as well as precept, from the 
" lo here is Chrift, and lo he is there," to the king- 
dom of heaven in themfelves ; and of inftni£ling 
them in patient waiting for its coming. This being 
a part of thy ofBce, I know thou muft endure much 
hardnefs, and meet with perfecution in thyfelf, and 
in others ; becaufe the enemy of all good will tranf- 
form himfelf as into an angel of light, and try to be- 
guile both the fimplci and thofe who arc meafurably 
'w&tViCtcd in the kingdom : but take for thy exam- 
ple a faithful fervanf * of Jefus Chrift, 'who fled as 
the dove to the window of the ark, and ftood ftill in 
that watch. Then wilt thou- be rewarded with the 
fulnefs of joy^ at the coming •f thy Lord, without 
whom thou canft do nothing ; ftrength will be given 
thee faithfully to bear thofe chriftian teftimonies, in 
which thou haft-moft furcly believed, and alfo to fuf- 
fer for them, if it be the Mafter's will. Then will 
the light in thee be more and more ufeful in the 
houfe, and the weightinefs and' reverence of thy fpi- 
rit, excite the beloved youth alfo to purchafe the 
field where the pearl lies. May I be thy companion 
in thefe exercifes ! my attainment in religious know- 
ledge is fmall ; and without frequent baptifms of fpi- 
rit, and watchings unto prayer, I find even that lit- 
tle might foon be taken away. Let me hare thy 
prayers and the fympathy of thy fpirit, when ever 
the pure light teaches thee fo to do. It is a comfort 

♦ Sec William Leddra's epiftle in Piety Promoted- 
Tj 
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to us to feel ^thcc, and fomc others of yotir littk 
flock, in the precious covenant of love and life, 
wherein we defire to be remembered by you and by 
them. 

loth month I'jSg — ^Thy peaceful return is matter 
of J07 to me. I wonder not at it, becaufe thou w^ft 
ftrengthened to humble thyfelf as a little child ^ and 
therefore, on the wings of faith and love, art thou 
exalted to behold and afpire after the hope of thy 
calling, and even to rejoice in the renewed profpeft 
of the land which Is very far off. Ah I how often 
our fpiritual eye wants purging and re-anointing, in 
order to fee thefe thii^s, and in our meafure, to 
" behold the King in his beauty j" and even when 
it is fo prepared, wifiJom, infinite wifdom, prefents 
it at times with objefis more conducive to the efta- 
blifhment of the mind upon the Rock alone, by leav* 
ing it fo deftitute of fenfible enjoyment, that it loaths 
itfelf, feelingly cries out, «« without thee I can do no* 
thmg,'* and panteth, like the hart after the water 
brooks, for Shiloh, the River of life. Here (in ano- 
ther metaphor) is Chrift the Rock found, whereon» 
a truly religious wearinefs (not impatience) of this 
world, and the things thereof, tend to build, fta- 
blifli and ftrengthen us. We are but fojourners 
here ^ let us then, with becoming eameftnefs of fpi* 
rit, invariably fe^ a city which hath foundations } 
the very knowledge of whofe Builder and Maker is 
life eternal. Thou art right, my dear friend, in be-^ 
lieving me to be in a tried low ftate of mind, though 
thou art the firft that fceras to know any thing o£ it. 
I mourn over myfelf, not kno^^ing why it is fo with 
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m^. As to opening my mouth in our meetings, it 
Teems as far from me as if I had never known fuch a 
concern. A painful gloomy excrcife, or a wander- 
ing imagination, is what I have principally to tra- 
vail through J and yet, having been acquainted with 
a (ituation of mind much more deftitute than this, I 
dare not but confider the invifible fupport my foul is 
blefled with, as an objeft of reverent gratitude. 
Well might David (who knew the various difpenfati- 
ons of the Lord) pray that His holy fpirit might not 
be taken from him, at the famg time that he craved 
the reftoration of the joys of His falvation. But let 
ecr allotment be what it may, there is fome attenti- 
on to be paid to that precept of the gofpel, ** to wafh 
and to anoint, rather thaii to appear to men to faft." 
My fituation in this large family, where many have 
their own exercifes to pafs through, calls upon me 
lor the practice of every chriftian virtue which I have^ 
thtough unmerited mercy, been taught in thefchool 
ef Chf ift 'f and much complaint, or converfation 
about our inward ftatc, except truth opens the way , 
for it (which I truft is now the cafe,) rather detreafes 
than increafes our ftrength. We have a friend^ 
^leSkd be the great and ever worthy name, that 
fiicks clofer than any brother ; may we then cleave 
to Him with full purpofe of heart 1 He can renew our 
refignation, and abundantly prepare us to fay, ^* not 
xny will, but Thine be done*" 

nth month 1789 — I am, through infinite kihd- 
nefs, convinced that the immortality of the. foul 14 
tnanifeft in the fpiriti^al communion which, accord* 

T4 
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ing to our meafures, we experience in thefe mortal 
bodies, independent of every medium originating in 
the invention of man ; and though a very defeftivc 
purity occafions with mc a very defeftive enjoyment 
of it, yet I feel at times a holy refolution to hold 
faft that which I have of the unfpeakable gift of 
faith, and to accept it aa an earneft of the inherit- 
ance, until, by greater degrees of light, love, and 
life, the redemption of the purchafed poiTeffion is 
obtained. That thou art my companion herein, and 
in hidden confliA fpr this glorious prize, I feem 
aSured beyond a doubt.; and greatly defire that the 
prefent difpenfation of unerring WifUom may, in 
proportion to the depths of forrow which thou haft 
experienced, lead thee up, on confecrated ground, 
to this dignified attainment. Ah, my friend, thefe 
are humble afcendings, becaufe they are the confe- 
quence of defcending : but they are fafe ; therefore 
fear not, O daughter of Zion ; lo «' I am with 
thee, faith the Lord ; be not difmayed, I am thy 
God ; I will ftrengthen thee, I will help thee, yea, 
I will uphold thee with the right hand of my 
rightcoufncfs." 

nth month r^jS^ — ^Thefc are low trying times 
with nS| and particularly to my mind, feeling nryfelf 
often as one that has abundant need to go down 
again to the potter's houfe ; and, through divine 
favour, ftrength is at times afforded to defcend in 
fpirit to where a right and true fenfe of myfelf, and 
the purity of the caufe I am fometimes engaged to 
advocate, is obtained. We often have need of the 
prayers, and fympathy of each others fpirits, an4 
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oh ! that we may be kept in that faith which gives ' 
the viftoiy, fo as to wreftle effe^ally for the re- 
newed Aipplies of the Spirit, that none of the dit • 
couragements of our day may prevail againft us. I 
know thou haft thy fecrct provfngs ; but fear not,' 
«• greater is He that isl in thee, than he that, is in • 
the world.** Wc have champions in this land, 
who fecm to defy little David's fimplicity ; but ^if 
thofe who go forth againft fuch in your parts, as- 
well as here, do it in the name of> the Lord God of 
the armies of Ifrael, and with thofe weapons which 
He approves, viftory will finally be on their fide. 

I ith month 1 789 — I have long feen it neceflary to 
watch my own heart, left while I nourifhed an ap- 
proved chriftian fympathy with my fellow pilgrims, 
and manifefted it in the line of apprehended duty, I 
ihould alfo draw their attention and affeAions to my- 
ielf, and thereby wound the pure life byftrengthen- 
ing the root of felf love in both j and inftead of 
building up in the moft holy faith, and in a fingle 
dependence upon the one true and everlafting Law- 
giver, make fuch a compofition of nature and grace, 
as would keep the mind in fermentation, rather 
than in perfeft peace ; rob of His honour the Cap- 
tain of our falvation j and prevent thofe mighty 
works being done in His name which call for the 
finglenefs of the believing heart. I have beheld an 
evil like this in our camp, and its impediment to t^e 
growth of vifited minds to that ftature in Chrift, to 
which their peace afluredly called them. Do not 
miftake me ; I reverence the bond of chrilKan fel- 
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lowfhip) and in a fenfe of the fellowihlp itfelf^ tritK 
its lacred conlbling uoAion, my f^nrit has often beent 
diflblyed, and fervently craved its increafe in myieif 
and others: yea, I have rejoiced in the flowings of. 
that language, which I can now feelingly adopt to 
thyfdf (not from partiality fo much as from a re-*' 
newed concern for thy prefervation) « My longed 
for and joy, ftand faft ^ in the Lord, my dearly be- 
loved." In feafons like this, we perceive where the 
mixture lies -, the natural part (which cannot inherit 
the kingdc»n) blending with a rightly begotten ex- 
ercife and fyropathy with each other. If our mofl: 
amiable qualifications, and afie£bionate endearments, 
are not fubfervient to, and fandified by, the refiner 
of hearts, they are encumbrances to the gofpel, and 
the ferviccs of it. 

1 2th month 1 7 85^— Accept the exprefiions of my*' 
renewed lave and fympathy for, and with thee ; the 
remembrance of thee is precious to my heart, be* 
caofe I comfortably feel thee to be a fellow traveller 
towards a city which hath foundations*. We muft 
hot expefl the weather, the roads^ and the difpofi- 
tion of our minds for profecuting the journey, to 
be always pleaiant } but we muft ever be careful to^ 
keep in the way ; to travel when light is upon the 
path ; and to reft in the night. We are not to con^- 
elude every thing loft which is out of fight ; the 
m^ft valuable grain the earth yields, pafles through^ 
a temporary death. We are moft of us fenfelefr 
enough, at times, to be objejls of the Apoftle'» 
roufing addrefs, « thon fool, that which thou ibweft 
is not quickened except it die." Human nature is 
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£6Tvlb}e€t to deception, that it can fruftratc, bjr fomc ' 
poUation or other, almoft every difpenfation,. b«t 
death : therefore^ be thou faithful unto that, remem^^ 
faering the confequent promife ; << thou fhah receire ■ 
» crown of life." 

lathmonth 1789^— I atfurc thee my heart feels for 
thee 2. cordiality, which at time» does-myfelf good t 
for in loving thofe who love thtf truth, (as I believe^ 
thou doft) we Unite ourfelves to a chain, the end of 
which, however remote from the pcrfeftion of thd 
divine life, happily connefts us with all the living, ' 
in feeking after thofe things which excel in purity 
and duration. One comfort that. attends thofe who' 
are fimply, and fingly prefling after the hop^ of 
their calling is, that they are not bound to tell all 
they fed, neither with refpeft to themfeltoi, *nbr * 
^hers y it is not eiTential that they fhould feek^ 
dmineiice, even in the- religious world. They are 
kdppily fpdred the t3*ouble of fuch vain objeAs, and^ 
find that, in fc^itude of fpirit, the Beloved of fofuls* 
Jjseaks moft comfortably to them, and enriches them 
iAth moflrfjMrinKil blcfflngs, which4ie caxifesthem to^ 
ailjoy in heavenly places. Oh, how often I covet for 
myfelf, and my friends, Aat we may keep facred, to* 
tliefe " heavenly places,*' the gifts of the fpirit t 
Nature is apt to feed upon them, to ba(k itfelf in 
their influence, and congratulate itfelf in the poflef-» 
fion of fuch treafufe ; when alas ! the gold, the pre- 
cious gold, this way becomes dim, and is often 
«nwifely tinfeled over by the unfandified affeftion of 
the creature. I wiih,— that thou and I may poflefs 
that love or charity which boafteth not itfelf, nor is 
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foon extingiiUhed bj the changeabknefs ever to be 
found in the face of periihing things ; but maj 
cherifli in ourfeWes the root from whence ewerj 
chriftian virtue fprings» Then we may have rejoicing 
in ourfelves, rather than in another, and our mental 
falutations herein be more frequent than our ezpref- 

iions of them* Thy account of dear — is 

comfortable, (he is a truly valuable woman, and will 
I hope, more and more, fhew herfelf to be what (he 
is. Obfcurity is not always granted to thofe who 
rooft feek it : it is fometimes a favourable climate for 
the fruits of humiliation's valley ; but thefe are in 
vrifdom, and for the good of mankind, often expofed 
fer thofe that thirft, and have nothing wherewith to 
buy* 

1 2th month 1789— A week or two after our return 
from Dublin, A. S. departed this life. We hear ihe 
had fore ccmfliA of mind for fome days, greatly 
fearmg, her future welfare : fo pure did that kingdom 
appear, when her admired livelinefs, and faculty of . 
pleafing ceafed ; when pleafant piAures of ipiritual 
things were torn to pieces, and the day that bums as 
an oven came upon them. But this heavinefs of 
ifnrit was a merciful difpenfation \ the chaftifement 
yielded peaceable fruit ^ for before ihe finally took " 
her leave of vifible things, ihe had to acknowledge 
unfailing mercies. 

1 2th month 1789 — ^I htive feen, in my ihprt life, 
fo much fallacy in human wifdom refpedling matri- 
monial connexions, and fo much bleffing ihowered 
upon an attention to fimple uncorrupted openings^ 
which have not at firil appeared mott plauiible^ that 
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I feem to have no faith left in any dircAion but that 
' which the devottd heart finds to make for peace. In 
ccmcerns of this fort, it is often very difficult for fuch 
to judge, becaufe prepofleflion and inclination are 
apt to influence our beft feelings. Natural affeAion 
bears fome refemblance of facred impulfe; and 
therefore, methinks that this feed, though ever io 
right, muft die in the ground before it be quickened 
and fan£lified. In fhort there are few openings, for 
Qur and the general good, which have not to pafs 
through this temporary death, few gifts but what are 
defigned to be buried in baptifm : and I wiih thee, if 
ever thou poiTefs a female companion, to obtain her 
as a fruit of the new creation \ that fo thou mayft 
reap thofe fpiritual advantages which thofe enjoy, 
who, through the effedual working of the grace of 
God, drink together into one fpirit, whether in fuf- 
fering or in rejoicing ; for without this experience^ 
Zion's travellers muft find fuch connexions to be 
fecretly burthenfome and infipid. 

ift month 1790— I rejoice that the Keeper of 
Ifrael, who fleeps not by day, nor {lumbers by night, 
hath thee under his providential care. This is a 
fuftaining perfuafion, a hope in times of trial, j 

which fettles the otherwife tofled mind on the confe- ! 

crated ground of pure dependence: mayft thou I 

never doubt it, Satan will not fail to afifault thee^ 
fometimes in roaring about thy dwelling, and fome- 
times, with the fubtilty of the prince of the air^ 
feeking to take pofleffion of all within thee^ which 
can poffibly incline to difobey the coamiands of in- \ 

fcrutable and mfinite wifdom. Remember he was a ' 
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liar from the begfaxning % and ifivarUblj oppofeth the 
exaltation of the mouDtam of the« Lord's houfe. 
He prefers any hill to this i and had rather we were 
gathered to the heights of our own imaginations/ 
and the (eat of jadgment^ there to condemn our- 
felves, and reafon out of doors the convi£lions of 
truth, than that we ihould die daily to the will of the 
creature, and fit in reverent dependence at the feet of 
Him who bruifes the ferpent's head. 

I ft month 1790*— I want thee to be entoun^ed, 
and to put all thy confidence in the everlafting arm*- 
LeavCy as much as poffible, things that are behind ;r 
be content with the prefent emptinefs (when it is thy- 
portion) and neither toil nor fpin for future fupplies.^ 
He that cloaths the lilies^and the grafs of the field, 
is abundantly able and ready, in his own time, to 
reveal hj9 gracious providence, and mimfter, frdny 
the treafiires of wifdom and knowledge, to his flock 
and fitmily, even through the Weak and fooliib 
things of this world $ fo that things which are not, 
(mindts reduced to a fenfe of their nothingneis) may 
bring to nought things which are. The chriftianV 
llrengthf^Onfifts in the favour and countenance of hL^ 
Captain ; and the obtaining of this leadis the mmS 
into that abafedncfs where Satan finds himfclf dit 
eomfited, and his head bruifed. *^ He fhaU hmiSi 
thy heel." Little indeed is in his power, if wc 
maintain the humility, the fimpKcify, and holy dig- 
nity of a converted foul. Many words arc nnne- 
ecflary at prcfimt. The Mafter, who knows whal? 
thou can ft bear, will I doubt n«t give thee thy mcaf 
in due feafon, waken thee morning by morning, aait 
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caufe thine ear to hear as the learned : in all things' 
may he inftruft thee to difcretion^ and preferve thec^ 
in the way whereinto he hath led thee, even that' 
way which truly no fowl knoweth t I know, from 
a degree of experience, that the farther we get from 
a dependence upon inftrumental confolatkm, the^ 
more likely we are, with holy certainty, to, difcovcr 
(amidfi: inward con£ii£h) the indubitable evidence ot 
being upon the true foundation, the feal of adoption, 
the white ftone with the new namc^ &c- The very 
chaftifements which introduce the mind to this hum-^ 
bling knowledge, are (when p»ficd by) fwcet to 
the new tafte^ as the honey and the honeycomb. 

I ft month 1790 — I did not forget thee 5 but tmly 
fclf was at that time fo much the objeft and fubjcft' 
of my cares and exertions, that if I could but any^ 
way keep my head above water thereby, it was more^ 
than my doubting mind coi^d at time^ hope for. 
Ah, my dear friend, I have a heart prone to nebcb 
^a»nft, and live above the pure principle of truth v 
and becaufe thereof, my fpirit is at times covered witk- 
m«mming as with a garment ; and more efpecially,^' 
when I confider the greatneis, and the holi^efs of thaT 
Name, of which I venture to make mention m the- 
congregation of the Lord's people. It is mercy, no- 
thing fhort of mercy, fo marvellotrily difplayed in the 
choice of veflels for facred fervices in the church. 
•< He win have mercy on whom he will have mer- 
cy :" this truth baffles human reafoning : and there-' 
fore, let thee and me covet anincrea&of the increafe 
of God, and afk in faith for the beft gifts. Being', 
afflided with the impurity of ftruggling nature, kr 
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us come boldly to the throne of grace, to help us in 
the needful tune, and to fettle our fpirits in calm ac- 
quiefcence with, and refignation to, the difpenfati- 
ons of infinite wifilom ; that fo, from every tempta- 
tion and tribulation, our fouls may be reftored, with 
this immorul and unadulterated fong, *' thy will be 
done." If we are but as the ram's horns, through 
which the Shepherd of Ifrael fpeaks at times to his 
people, (in concert with his inward and more defpi- 
fed teaching) let us be content, and iimply feek an 
holy conformity to, and adorning of his deftrine. 

ad month 1790— It is not by might or by power, 
but by the fpirit of the Lord, that His work prof- 
pers, or his praife is effefVed ; and therefore a little 
one may be made << a thoufand, and a fmall one a 
ftrong nation." Under this perfuafion, the faith Is 
firengthened in the Omnipotence of the fmalleft re- 
velation of the Lord's Arm in our little fervices, and 
our truft removed from the appearance of ftrength, 
to ftrength itfelf. The rich man cannot glory in his 
riches, nor the ftrong man in his ftrength, but the 
caufe of glorying is found to be in the righteous go- 
vernment and difpenfations of our Holy Head. Thy 
letter brought you all fo much to my mind, that it 
feemed as if I was with you, fharing in your concerns, 
and feeling in part that weight of exercife with which 
dependant fervants are introduced into their field of 
labour. Now perhaps I may congratulate you on 
the completion hereof^ and participate in that hum- 
ble rejoicing wherewith Ebenezer's are fet up. I fer- 
vently dqfire to pofTefs an increafing capacity to fecL 
with the members of the myftical body, wherever 
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fcattered, or however contealed in the depths of the 
wildemefs from the human eye ; for I am pcrfuaded 
that, as our fpirits are regulated by the prefidcnt of 
this church, they will, at times, be carried beyond 
the bounds of obfervation, to vifit the feed in prifon. 

3d month 1 790— Though my heart fympathized 
fo nearly and tenderly with thee and thy dear wife, 
as that I could mingle my tears with yours, yet I 
dare not utter the language of commiferation, for 
your late lofs of a lovely plant out of your garden ( 
but rather of congratulation for the blcflcd experl* 
ence, that '< the eternal God is your refuge, and 
that underneath are the everlafting arms/' Herein I 
rejoice, and will rejoice that fuch unadulterated con- 
folation is miniftered to the poor in fpirit. Yoa 
have a frefh cj^ortunity, my beloved friends, by 
pure refignation, to commit your fpirits, your chil"* 
dren, and your fubftance, mto divine keeping* 
May nothing impede the progrels and perfeAion of 
thb work, this glorious work, whereby the fong of 
the redeemed is learned, and qualification wrought 
to unite with the heavenly hoft, in proclaiming, that 
« worthy is the Lord God and the Lamb, to receive 
riches, honour, and power, both now and for ever.'* 
A mind centred to the fource of inftru^on, wifdom^ 
and ftrength, can receive little more by fuch commu* 
jnications as thefe, than an outward and vifible fign 
of that inward and fpiritual grace, wherewith the foul 
is repleniihed, and wherein it finds the fubftance of 
all that is truly good. It is neverthelefs an allowable 
accommodation to the weaknefs of ienfe, thus to 
commune ^ and havbg, in moments of drooping^ 
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been refreikcd fay thy tender fympathy and faluta- 
tionS) my heart is bound in chriftian a&£tion to fhare 
thy griefis, and haO thee on every renewed acceffion 
to the Matter's crofs, and participation of his crown. 
Oh my friends what nailkig we take, before we are 
bound to it ! how nature oppofes that holy experi- 
ence of being led as a lamb to the flaughter, and as 
a iheep that is dumb before its (hearers. Hard as the 
work isy with God all things are poffible; and ther^ 
fore let us watch and be fober, adding to our faith 
Tlrtue \ that when the power is revealed by which we 
can do all things, we being hi readine6> may advance 
irom firength to ibrength, and finally appear be£or& 
the Lord in Zion, amongft thofe who are fully fano* 
tified. We are tuyw returned froai our quarterly 
mcetmg, where I truft the gofpel caufe did not go' 

^ lyackward. We oug^ not to look for great things; 
we do not defcrve them* And I perceive that when 
w^e are moft dipped Info this feaft, life and immcMta* 
lity (being graciottily in waiting) are the moft fure tor 
Ik brought to lig^t. Therefore let us faie h«mUed 
under the mighty hand, that we may be thus tmlf 
exalted Iri due time ; yeaj in all our provbigs, let uir 
fink down into our own nothingnefey and value every 
dtl^penfation which clothes us with it j for then, me« 
thinks,' wic fttattlearn in every thing togrve thanks. 
3d month 1 79o*«-Tho\i had, my dear friend, of 

' late appeared to me to be preparing to fet out, ac<« 
cording to the facred counfel of the great Mafter to* 
His difcijplcs, without fcrip or purfc, or two coats^ 
reduced to a fimple dependence upon renewed fup- 
pUes from the holy treafury, and learning, in a ne^ 
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line of fervice, to live by faith. Mayft thou en* 
creafe in the certain knowledge, that the Lord it 
gracious unto fuch humble faithful walkers before 
him. I feel a confidence that it will be fo, and that 
thy feet will grow more and xdore confpicuoufly beau- 
tiful upon the mountains j becaufe they are, beyond 
all ihadow of doubt, (hod with the preparation of 
the gofpel of peace, and through adorable kindnefs, 
waihed for the fervice on which thou art now fet out : 
therefore gird up the loins of thy mind, and hope to 
the end. Do not be afraid of the gloomy exercifes 
into which thy mind may often be baptized. Re« 
member that even the great Mafter, who knew with- 
out fear or doubting that he ihould glorify the Father^ 
groaned in himfelf before he raifed Lazarus from tht 
dead. Do, I intreat thee, offer thyfelf a{S^ freely^ and 
do not feek to cut thy matter ihorter than is €<»!«• , 
fiftent with thy peace. Look forward and not back- 
ward ; for if I am not miftaken^ thy progrefs ift the 
work whereunto thou art called, is' Hot defigned t6 
be as flow as fome thou mayil eft^em thy t6tempan^ 
ries J and it i» as great an evil to take from the words 
of the prophecy of the book, as to add totheni. 

3d mentk 1^90-— Tour sian^ tefttmonies of 
»£Fe6lion for iH, your repeated acconntr refpe&ing 
yourfelves, and, above all, your fteady ini!reafe in 
faving knowledge, of which we are perfuaded, art 
frequent occafion^ of humble thankfulnefs to the Fa» 
ther of mercies, whofe bleilings, varioufly fhowered 
upon you and us, are worthy of reverent commemo* 
ration, and grateful enquiry, what we ihall rendet 
unto him therefore.* It is little, veiry little, <bat vf$ 
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can do for fb bountiful a Shepherd ; nor does He^ 
blefled be His name, require at our hands what He has 
not fiimifhed us with ability to jferform: but that lit- 
tle, let us prefent at, or caft into the fecret treafury, 
not doubting His compaffionate acceptance. An 
humble refigned fpirit is a gift which, I believe, was 
never refiifed at the altar. It is, whilft prcferved, a 
continual offering, a fweet fmelling facrifice, the 
favour of life unto life in thole that believe ; it is a 
bulwark or fortrefs, where, in times of defertion, 
temptation and tribulation, the weary foul fiiids fhel- 
ter, and all the armour of light againft Satan's attacks 
and fiery darts. Now, my bdoved friends, my 
heart feels you as companions in the chriftian path ; 
and in your exerciies, your difcouragements and 
poverty of fph'it, I participate i though diftant in the 
outward, yet as the Apoftle faid, «< prefent in fpirit." 
«— >Be aflured that the fame afflictions are meafurably 
accomplilhed in every true member of the myftical 
body. Tou have companions therein, and need 
not be told, that-all thefe things are intended for pur 
refinement, and encreafing ufefulnefs and fervice in 
the church militant here on earth : that when this 
mortal fliall put on immortality, the tribulated fpirit 
may obtain an eternal refidence, in the glorious 
church triumphant, where all tears are wiped av^y ; 
thefe are animating confiderations, and prompt us to 
endure hardnefs like good foldiers of Jefus Chrift, 
and to receive with thankfgiving every humiliatioa 
and fpiritual bsq>tifm. I know, dear friend, that if 
thou art mercifully kept quick in under ftanding in 
the fear of the Ix>rd| the weak, unconverted ftate 
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of many of your members will occaiion thee to go 
monrning on thy way, at the fame time that thou finds 
a neceffity to atttnd to that command of the great 
Mafter, to wafh and anoint rather than appear unto 
men to faft. This hidden exercife of fpirit will cf- 
poufe thee more clofely to the heavenly bridegroom, 
who hath the fpirit of wifdom and underftanding, 
and who judges not after the fight of the eye, or the 
hearing of the ear. I do hope, my beloved friends, 
that your labours will be bleft though yourfelv«$ 
think them very weak and fmalK If our treafure is 
but laid up in heaven, no matter how little our cor- 
rupt hearts are entrufted with the knowledge of it. 
Be not afraid of leaving the fheep and lambs, when 
the good Shepherd calls to any duty j His care is bet- 
ter than ours, and He can fupply all your needs, by 
the riches of His grace in Chrift Jefus our Lord. 

4th month 1 790 — ^I am comforted in finding that 
your hearts are knit together like D.avid and Jona- 
than's, in oppofition to every ftratagem which Satan 
may ufe. As I do believe the -cement is compofed of 
materials acceptable to the penetrating eye of the 
great Preferver of men, fo I truft you will feel your 
union to be a balm through the future fteppings of 
chriftian and focial travel, however it may pleafe infi- 
nite Wifdom to difpofe of you,, as to your outward 
fetdements, or journeyings in the prefent world, — 
Settle it in thy heart, to expeA a mixture of bitter- 
nefs in that cup of comfort, which the great Mafiier 
may minifter to thee. No deadly forrow is in thp 
bleffing; but evil things, and mutable things, till 
our purification is complete^ have a power ovjCir 1^ 
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which keq>s our fpirits in a ftate of profitable groan* 
ing i and if we do but experience the fulfilling of 
that gracious promife, that for the cr^rings of the 
poor^ and for the fighings of the needy, he will ari(e, 
let us thank him and take courage. 

My beloved *s letter came at a time more 

acceptaUe than would be prudent for me this way to 
defcribe. It renewed that precious participation of 
each other's exercifes and confolations, which I do 
believe originates in the Fountain of everlafting love. 
I look with humble admiration at that holy hand 
which is leading thee about, and inftrufting thee ; 
and my faith is flrong that the Lord will keep thee 
as the apple of his eye, and, in his own time, make 
all clouds of difcouragement as the duft of his feet. 
Thou knowcft, and thou wilt more and more know, 
that, for the right performance of any religious ftr- 
vice, we want emptying from veflel to veffel ; and 
when we confider how many have fufFered by an im,- 
perfeft experience of this great work, we ought not 
to lament at any difpenfation, or change of feafons, 
which brings us, in the leaft degree, nearer to that 
ftate and ftature, for which infinite kindnefs defigns 
us. 

5th month i79#— That meafure of converfion 
which is eflentially neceiTary, rightly to introduce us 
into every new line of fervice, bears a ftrong refem- 
-blance to the firft ftep of the great apoftie into the 
chriftian religion : a light fhone around him ; fuch 
conviction feized his foul, that whilft he afked, 
«< who art thou," he,called him Lord -, he confulted 
laot with flelh and blood : happy refignation ! which 
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however, did not keep him out of the Jlreet called 
Strait y neither for a time were his eyes fufFered to be 
opened. — ^We have each omr peculiar exercifes, as 
we have each our peculiar infirmities; all which, 
through fanAification and purification of heart, may' 
help us forward to a final fettlement in that glorious 
city, whofe inhabitants no more fay they are fick. 
—I hope thou wilt not draw back from any opening 
to duty, which thou mayft be favoured with. The 
right time, and our time, do not always agree \ but 
we ought invariably to bear teftimony to the firft, by 
the fubordination of the latter. " Wifdom is jufti- 
fied of her children j" and therefore do not reafon 
unprofitably upon thy duty. 

7th month 1790 — It was pleafant to be informed 
of thy fafe landing in Ireland. I hope thy drooping 
mind has been refrefhed, not only by the ftrengthen- 
ing fympathy of fellow-travellers, but alfo by the 
compofing, and yet animating virtue of Shiloh's 
ifareams, and that thou haft been enabled to lie down 
befide thefe waters which run foftly. Thou knoweft 
that when we can get here, it is like getting home, 
to a joy with which no ftranger can intermeddle. 
The increafe of fuch a capacity is what my foul longs 
for \ that in this exercifing journey before us, where- 
in creaturely efforts can do little for the promotion 
of the great caufe, the pure feed may, from place lo 
place, be at leaft fecretly vifited } and that whether 
jeSeAs may be feen or not, the work, in divine con- 
defcenfion, may be hid with the Lord. 

nth month 1790 — ^The comfortable evidence 
thou mentions, of there being a power ftrong in pro- 
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portion to thy weaknefs, firengthens roy declinihg 
faith, and encourages me to lay hold on tlie fame 
bleded hope, becaufe it met the witnefs in my heart 
that fays it is the truth. A confidence fo precious is 
not to be caft away ; it is defigned for an anchor to 
the poor vefleli fecretly attaching it to eternal help, 
when, in divine wifdom, its courfe is reflrained on 
the waters of affliftion and uncertainty. Then let 
me fay, caft not away thy confidence, for therein is 
great recompcnce of reward. We are often tempt- 
ed to do this ; fometimes, in the multitude of ob- 
jeAs, forgetting the great fource of good, and means 
of prcfervation ; and at others, looking fo timidly 
and doubtfully at them, as to lofe our intereft in 
both. May thoti and I, watch againft thefe and o- 
ther evils J and pray, according to our meafuire of 
faith, that that fpirit may prefide in us, which can 
rejoice in God alone, though none elfe regard it, or 
can own its life. 

■ " 1 790 — I cannot know that thy fufferings 
and temptations are fo deep, without feeling an af- 
fectionate, fiflerly folicitude about thee, at the fame 
time that I perceive with joy thy fteppings are in the 
footfteps of the flock. But with the greateft cordi- 
ality do I find, that thou canft not draw thy confo- 
lations from even the fprings of fellow difciples. 
The well's mouth being clofed in thyfelf, thou fitteft 
mourning at it, and every drop of water Inought thee 
from thy neighbour's overflowings, ferves but to aug- 
ment thy lamentation ; for thy thirfl cannot be fatii^ 
ficd with that, which is not the << well in thee fpring- 
ing up into everla^ing life^*^ I am glad thou art refolv- 
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ed to be patient 5 if thou holdeft thy integrity herein, 
and letteft patience have its perfedk work, thou wflt 
find more perfeAion in this difpenfation than is ma- 
nifeft at prefent, and moreover thou wilt lack nothing. 
Then be of good cheer, my beloved friend : believe 
in the fatherly care and compaffion of Him who is 
the Ix>rd Almighty ; and doubt not that all His chaf- 
tifements are the more indelibly to fix the feal of a- 
doption upon thy fpirit ; whereby thy qualifications 
may be ftrengthened to cry Abba, Father! in pro- ' 
portion to the increafe of thy fervices !n and for His 
Name. Were hot the experiences of the Lord's 
dealings to us as individuals fomewhat deep, there 
might be more danger of ftumbling in the paths of 
judgment, when, for the welfare of others, we maiy 
be turned into them ; and 'marvel not if, after this 
baptifm with which thou art baptized, the Mafter, 
who is rich in mercy, and infcrutable in wifdom, calls 
upon thee for fomc new aft of dedication. Till then, 
fight the good fight of faith; now is thy time to 
prove the fuflSciency of thy ever viftorious Captain. 
Refolve if thou perifli, it fliall be at His footftool. 
Let not out thine ear to the accufer of the brethren, 
believe him not, even refpefting thyfelf, when he 
tells thee that thou art not what thy friends take thee 
to be. But if the Father chaftens, and draws thee 
from man's judgment, by (hewing thee the fallibility 
thereof, cleave to him as to thy beft friend. Expe- 
rience will convince thee, that whoever ftand thro* 
the ftorms attendant on their pilgrimage for the ho- 
nour pf the great Name, muft learn to pafs through 
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% good report, as well as evil report; with an eqtKil 
negle£t of it as fuch i for the weapons of their war- 
fare being fpiritual, they muft not fail to apply them 
to the fpiritual wickednefe in the high, but fecret 
places of their own hearts. Self Is apt to feed i^pen 
the manifeft unity of our friienda, and to draw our 
attention from the pure and fb-engthening virtue 
which {bpplieth every joint of the myftical body j 
rendering us lefs capable, than we otherwife fhoukl 
be, of eating that bread which the world knows nQt 
of. 

— — — 1 have a comfbrtabte hope reipeAiiig 
thy profperity' and prefervation, and already rejoice 
in the fymptdms ''thereof. That one efpccially, of 
th< paffing away of the old heavens and the old earth, 
is fo favourable, that I truft thou wilt fully reiign 
thyfelf thereto, that fo they niay be remembered no 
more, nor come into, to wzjAzj thy mind in any of 
its preparations for gofpcl fervice. Yes, my heart 
can feel with thee, in thy frequent incapacity to re- 
joice in even the pureft friendihip, or to fupport it 
.-by the efiufions of natural a£fe£Uon. Qh that ail- 
whofe hearts and tongues have been animated with 
the live coal from the facred Altar, had fully pafled 
through difpenfations of this fort; methinks the 
priefthood^ and other living members in the chnrch, 
WQuld be more burning and fhining lights, have 
more true chriftian fympathy for eacji other, and o£- 
tener meet one another in the field of fpiritual exer* 
cife, or, in other words, enjoy the true communion 
of faints. We mifs many of the excellent promiibs 
of the gofpel, for want of coming to, and dwelling 
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in, that humbled iituation of mind to which they 
belong.' How many fit in judgment, who never 
. fuflSciently, by virtue of the meekneis of their fpirits, 
were guided in the midfl: of its paths F How oft^i 
do we hear attempts to fing the prarfe of Zion's King^ 
by thofe whofe general conduct bears no teftimony 
to a fervent travail of their fpirits after deliverance 
from the enemies of their own houfes» and who con* 
fequently cannot ftand upon its banks* Though i 
often feaf it is the cafe, I dread to fettle down (be- 
caufe it fometimes appears to be my duty to fliew un- 
to others their tranfgreffions) as if the work was 
done at home, and my fouFs adverfary overcome i 
when, perad venture, his force is redoubled, and his 
artifice herein more than ever effeAual. *« Watch 
and pray," fweetly occurs to my mind,, and for this 
good end, ** that ye enter not into temptation j'" 
that the veffel may be prefervcd in fandUfication and 
honour, and that the immortal birth may have its- 
habitation in a purified temple. Then may the new 
heavens, the new earth, and the holy mountain, in 
times of refrefhing, break forth into finging, becaufe 
the Lord comforts his people, and hath mercy upon 
his afflidted. 
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